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Road Closures
Reported in WF

WESTFIELD – Sections of
North and South Avenues and
East Broad Street will be closed
on Wednesday, October 27
through Friday, October 29
weather permitting.

Beginning at 9 p.m. on Octo-
ber 27 until 6 a.m. on October 28
the roads will be closed for mill-
ing purposes. At no time will all
of the roads be shut down. North
Avenue will be closed from Pros-
pect Street to Clark Street, East
Broad Street will be closed from
Prospect Street to the Plaza and
South Avenue will be closed from
West Broad Street (through the
circle) to Westfield Avenue.

Between 6 a.m. and 9 p.m. on
October 28 and 29 there will be
lane closing and alternate traffic.
The majority of the work will
occur after rush hour.

Motorists are asked to use al-
ternate routes and are advised to
expect heavy traffic delays on
Central Avenue, Tuttle Parkway,
East Broad Street and Elm Street
because of the road closures.

For more information contact
the Westfield Police Department
at (908) 789-6065, the Westfield
Engineering Department at (908)
789-4100, the New Jersey De-
partment of Transportation at
(908) 301-0300 or the contractor
Perrello Inc.at (973) 663-4585.

DWC Gavels Councilman;
Nixes Deck Contribution

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Monday night meeting of the
Downtown Westfield Corporation
(DWC) ended with a powerful bang of
the gavel by Chairman Alan DeRose
concluding the discussion of the tu-
multuous proposed parking deck.

Councilman Peter Echausse, Chair-

man of the Westfield Town Council
Finance Committee, had asked that a
resolution be placed on the agenda to
adopt or reject the parking garage/
redevelopment financial plan that was
approved by the Westfield Town
Council on September 28.

The DWC was presented with the
details of the parking plan in Septem-

ber along with a financial plan on
how the Town of Westfield intends to
repay a $10 million bond issue that
would fund the proposed garage at
Prospect and Elm Streets.

The town council endorsed the fi-
nancial plan, which relies on a finan-
cial contribution by the DWC assess-
ment, as well as changes in parking
prices that affect downtown busi-
nesses, shoppers and employees at
their meeting on September 28. The
council feels it is pertinent for voters
to know prior to Election Day whether
or not the town’s financial plan has
the backing of the DWC so that voters
can make an informed decision in
regards to the non-binding referen-
dum question that will be placed on
the November ballot.

Councilman Echausse addressed
the board stating, “What I want to
accomplish is to clarify some details.
We (the town council) are asking for
a financial contribution (from the
DWC). We have promised residents
that we are going to keep this (cost of
the deck) off their backs.”

He asked the DWC board to con-
firm the sale of annual permits (or the
revenue shortfall) for the number of
spaces reserved for downtown em-
ployees, as well as an equity contri-
bution be made by downtown prop-
erty owners for each downtown em-
ployee permit by contributing $10
per month per permit through their
special assessment tax levy. This con-
tribution would annualize to $50,000
or a 7 percent contribution towards
annual debt payments.

Councilman Echausse stated that
the board has had five weeks to study
the financial proposal and has had
adequate time to reflect on the
“strengths and weaknesses” of the
proposal.

“The voters have a right and need
to know if the financial plan does or
does not have the support of the DWC
and the constituents it represents,” he
concluded.

The town council has asked the
DWC for a $50,000 contribution to
offset the cost of the proposed Rede-
velopment Plan. Tim Tracy of
Desmond Associates recommended
the contribution to confirm the DWC’s
commitment to the project.

Wording of Deck Flyer Discussed,
Town Wide Mailing Will Occur

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Town of Westfield will spend
over $4,000 to do a town wide mail-
ing on the parking garage referen-
dum.

Council members had e-mailed
their comments on the one page flyer
to Town Administrator James Gildea
and he then forwarded those com-
ments to the entire council. While the
original draft of the flyer was given to
the newspaper, the council’s com-
ments were not made public at the
meeting.

The flyer lists objectives, the plan,
the financial strategy and the result,
as well as a reprint of the referendum
question.

First Ward Councilman Peter
Echausse said that he would like to
see a concern category on the flyer,
which would include traffic concerns
as well as the possibility that the
garage could cause a tax increase.

Third Ward Councilman Andrew
Skibitsky said that the possible need
for a tax levy was included in the
language of the referendum. How-

ever, Councilman Echausse said that
it was important to explain to the
residents what a General Obligation
bond means, and he asked the mem-
bers of the council to be open minded.

Second Ward Councilman Rafael
Betancourt said that traffic will in-
crease in the Prospect and Elm Street
area whether a garage is built or not.
He said that the increase in parking

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
PUBLIC SERVANT…Congressman Mike Ferguson (R-NJ) served pancakes to the public at the Westfield National Guard
Armory on Saturday. The pancake breakfast fundraiser was held to benefit the families of the National Guard. The Westfield
Unit, the 250th Signal Battalion will leave for Iraq on Election Day.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
A GREAT DAY…On October 7 the Westfield Fire Department had it’s swearing
in of two new firefighters and promoted two other firefighters. Lieutenant Klebaur
was promoted to Captain. Captain Klebaur started on the Westfield Fire Depart-
ment on August 1, 1987. He was then promoted to Lieutenant on September 1, 1995.
Firefighter Anthony Tiller was promoted to Lieutenant. Lieutenant Tiller started
on the department as a Volunteer in January 1993 then became a paid Firefighter
October 1, 1997. Volunteer Firefighter Craig Manning who started on June 1, 2000
was sworn in as a Firefighter. The last swearing in was Volunteer Louis Cerchio was
sworn in as a paid Firefighter. Firefighter Cerchio started as a volunteer on January
1, 2003. Pictured, left to right, are: Captain Klebaur, Firefighter Manning, Chief
John Castellano, Firefighter Cerchio, and Lieutenant Tiller.

DRUG SNIFFING DOGS WILL SEARCH WHS

WHS Principal Concerned
About Drug Trafficking

By ED COONEY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Violence, vandalism, and substance
abuse increased at Westfield High
School (WHS) during the 2003-2004
school year according to a report given
to the Westfield Board of Education
at it’s meeting this Tuesday.

During the 2003-2004 school year,
42 offenses were reported at WHS,
up from just 23 the previous school
year.

WHS Principal Dr. Robert Petix
attributed the increase to “over-zeal-
ous” reporting of incidents by the
administration. “We’re being more
rigorous,” he said

The report, given by Superinten-
dent of Schools Dr. William Foley
and Dr. Petix, broke down offenses
into five separate categories, includ-
ing simple assault, substance abuse,
theft, vandalism, weapons violations,
and sex offenses.

“It’s the kind of stuff where when
you have a lot of teenagers together in
one place, will happen,” said Dr. Foley.

All reported instances of simple
assault involved male students in vio-
lations ranging from slapping fellow
students to posting harassing images
of a staff member on a website.

A total of 11 instances of substance
abuse were reported, and all but one
involved males. Board member
Kimberley Rhodes took issue with
the gender slant evident in the drug
statistics, asking, “Why girls aren’t
being caught.”

While discussing the substance
abuse statistics, Dr. Petix told the
board, “I don’t think kids really use
substances in school.” His main con-
cern seemed to lay with the possibil-
ity of the sale and purchase of drugs
on school property. “My feeling is
there is drug trafficking at school,” he
said.

As a deterrent, Dr. Petix has de-
cided to let police bring drug-sniffing
dogs into WHS one time this year for
what he called a “non-specific search.”
To quash worries that this tactic will
be used to catch students rather than
deter them, students will be told in
advance of the search.

“We want to keep this a clean
school,” said Dr. Petix.

A number of thefts were reported
during the 2003-2004 school year,
mostly involving cases of theft from
both regular and gym lockers. There
was one incident each of vandalism,
weapons possession, and sex offenses.

Dr. Foley noted ongoing efforts to
curtail these types of behavior, telling
the board, “We do try to educate and
we do try to intervene.” He also com-
mented on the effect of the increasing
numbers of students at WHS, saying,
“As we become a larger high school,
some of these social problems will
become more evident.”

The board also discussed district

enrollment numbers, which will climb
until at least the 2010-2011 school
year and most likely beyond that.
Additionally, increased enrollment in
first grade classes is putting stress on
class sizes in both Franklin and Wil-
son Elementary Schools. The grow-
ing enrollment will eventually lead to
a schism in student body sizes at the
intermediate level. According to pro-
jected enrollment numbers, Roosevelt
Intermediate School (RIS) will have
approximate 100 more students than
Edison Intermediate School (EIS) by
the 2010-2011 school year.

Board President Anne Riegel noted
that the board has no plans at this time
to redistrict the town in order to alle-
viate the problem.

The board heard an impassioned
plea from WHS sophomore Lindsay
Goldberg for continued support of
the school’s Forensics Team, a new
organization at the school that has
had difficulty finding members in its
infancy. While the club’s official ros-
ters stands at 13 members from its
first two meeting, Lindsay claimed to
have the signatures of an additional
38 students willing to participate. A
Forensics Club exists at EIS, and stu-
dents who join during their middle
school years find fewer outlets for
their interests at WHS.

The Forensics Club was measured
against the need for a second jazz
band at WHS. Of a reported 51 stu-
dents interested in jazz band, there
are approximately 20 seats available
in WHS’ existing jazz band, leaving
upwards of 30 students out.

Mountainside Borough Council
Recognizes Girl Scouts at Meeting

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Mountainside Borough Coun-
cil opened its regular agenda meeting
Tuesday night with a resolution of
commendation to local girl scouts
who achieved Silver and Gold Awards
for community service.

Members of Troop 185, Amy
DeGaetano, Nora Kinney, Ketherine
Wagner and Lauren Arrigoni received
the Silver Award. Melissa Montagna,
Margaret Hill and Peggy Hennings
from Troop 499 and Charlotte
Azarian, Bridget Greeley, Manuela

DeOliveira, Christina Rosivak and
Michelle Spinella of Troop 517 also
achieved the Silver Award.

Caity Greeley from Troop 424
achieved the Gold Award for design-
ing the landscaping of a duplex house
for Habitat for Humanity in Plainfield.
She solicited over $2,000 worth of
shrubs, trees and flowers. Caity was
responsible for the actual planting
and maintenance of the landscape.

Acting Mayor Werner Schon read
a proclamation in recognition of the
Governor Livingston Highlander
Band for Band Appreciation Week.

Resolutions endorsing the submis-
sion of a Municipal Recycling Ton-
nage Grant Application to the New
Jersey Department of Public Works
and one authorizing a refund of a
duplicate roofing permit fee to Roof
It Contractors in the amount of $54
were approved by the council.

Other resolutions included the
awarding of a bid for paving im-
provement on various streets to
Barone Construction and Equipment
Corp. in the amount of $151,635 as
well as the authorization to the bor-
ough to purchase a new police ve-
hicle.

Three ordinances were also passed
at the meeting including an ordinance

Board Begins Hearing
On East Broad Condos

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Because of the late hour, the
Westfield Planning Board postponed
their decision regarding major site
plan approval at the PNC Bank on
East Broad Street at Tuesday‘s spe-
cial meeting. The meeting was held
to specifically discuss the project pro-
posed by A&R Westfield Lincoln
Plaza, LLC to convert the second and
third floors, which had previously
been used as offices, to eight residen-
tial condominiums. PNC Bank would
continue its operation on the first
floor. The applicants are also propos-
ing an addition to house an elevator.

Irwin Ackerman was introduced
by his attorney, Arthur Attensio, as
the Principal for A&R. He noted that
he bought the PNC building this past
June at auction with no pre-conceived
notion of what he would do with the
building. He noted that in studying
downtown Westfield he found that
there is “a lack of upscale residential
housing to compliment the retail.” He
added that he had found that there are
many residents that want to sell their
big houses and have less to maintain,
but stay in Westfield.

Mr. Ackerman’s assistant, Ms. Gina
Caminito, testified that the PNC bank
currently has approximately 10 em-
ployees, has no hours on Sundays and
closes at 12 p.m. on Saturdays. She
also stated that as far as she knew, the
bank closes daily at 4 p.m.

The third witness to testify on be-
half of the project was Barbara
Vincentsen, architect for the project,
who noted that out of the proposed
eight residential units, two were pro-
posed as two-story duplexes. She
stated that the remaining six were

proposed as flats. Also noted was the
fact that six units were slated as hav-
ing two-bedrooms and the remaining
two units were proposed as one-bed-
rooms. She stated that the entrance to
the residential units would be on the
second floor, where there would be a
lobby with security. She also stated
that of all the units the smallest flat
measured 903 square feet, noting that
the minimum requirement per adult
mandated by Westfield code is 400
square feet.

Engineer, Mike Lazafama, also tes-
tified on behalf of the project stating
that the project included additional
landscaping. He also addressed ques-
tions regarding lighting made by plan-
ning board member Robert Newell,
by stating that he planned to evaluate
the lighting plan an “make it consis-
tent with other businesses in the down-
town area.” Mr. Newell stated that the
current lighting at the site was “very
poor” and that “providing the right
illumination” was very important.

Finally, Richard Keller, a Profes-
sional Planner, testified on behalf of
the project stating “the benefits of
this project outweigh the detriments.”
He stated that the project would “en-
hance Westfield’s master plan by pro-
viding housing for high end empty
nesters.”

Planning Board Chairman Jay
Boyle noted that although “the struc-
ture of the plan was good,” he was
concerned specifically about the park-
ing lot. He stated “you can’t get in or
out of that parking lot right now on a
Saturday morning regardless of extra
residents using spaces.”

Mr. Keller stated that the use of a
building by residents would generate
less need for parking than using the
second and third floors for office space
as it is currently being used.

Mr. Newell pointed out that al-
though the space is approved for of-
fice use, “it hasn’t been fully occu-
pied within the last four or five years.”

Other members of the board were
concerned about the six entrances
that are currently provided at the fa-
cility and asked if eliminating at least
one of them could be included within
the plan.

Resident Neil Sullivan spoke dur-
ing the public portion of the meeting,
and asked Engineer Mike Lazafama
if any traffic studies had been done at
the facility on a Saturday morning to
which he answered “no.”

The applicant is asking relief from
variances including number of park-
ing spaces, parking space width,
length, number of parallel parking

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
EDUCATION CUT…The ribbon was cut to officially open the Union County
Vocational Technical School’s new $14 million building. The school offers a four
year full time technical school program to Union County high school students.
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Chairman DeRose answered say-
ing, “We have crafted a statement that
echoes our sentiment.” He continued
by reading the statement as follows:
“The Westfield Town Council has
voted viable the parking finance plan
rolled out several weeks ago. This
plan involves contributions by the
DWC. Unfortunately, there has not
been any direct contact with this board
concerning partnering with the DWC
to make parking improvements a re-
ality. Despite this lack of communi-
cation, we stand ready to assist the
town in doing what is fair and equi-
table to make this project happen.
The DWC Board of Directors agreed
that this financial model is viable.
However, this model shows surplus
well in excess of the DWC contribu-
tions from year one, and we don’t
believe that it is council’s intent to
raise the special assessment to store
money in surplus. We are ready and
willing to have a dialogue with the
town to discuss all options, and look
forward to this partnering.

There have been statements made
by council persons and comments by
the anti-parking lobby indicating that
this parking finance plan is tanta-
mount “to a tax increase.” This is both
specious and misleading. Parking is a
service that requires a fee. Users can
make a decision to purchase that ser-
vice or not. People do not have a
choice in paying a tax increase. Town
council raised parking fees three years
ago with the goal of saving the rev-
enue from that increase to fund a
parking solution. Public parking, as
stated in the Town’s Master Plan, is
an amenity like other town amenities
(sports fields, the municipal pool, the
library) that are supplied and man-
aged by the town. Usage fees are
implemented to control usage and
maintain the asset; they should not be
and are not proper substitutes for
taxes.

The user fee increase outlined in
the current parking financial model
are targeted to fund a parking solu-
tion. They would not be proposed at
all were it not for well documented
parking shortages, understood by this
town council and several town coun-
cils before them. parking revenue
should properly be for parking solu-
tions without taxpayer impact. Fair
user fees direct, as is their purpose,
the distribution of vehicles to the lo-
cations that parking management des-
ignates as proper for the unique use
(shopper, visitor, commuter, em-
ployee) as well as maintaining the
parking system.

This facility will be the center-
piece around a total downtown park-
ing system restructuring. It will ben-
efit commuters, shoppers and mer-
chants. Additionally, the financial
benefits to the town will be great
and will only grow over time. It is
straightforward: parking redevelop-
ment is projected to generate ap-
proximately $150,000 in surplus
revenue in year one; Aggregate sur-
plus reaches $1,500,000 by year
10; surplus funds can be used by
town council as they see fit; this
parking plan moves us forward in
our attempt to reduce a documented
parking shortfall and at the same
time generate significant revenue.

Parking is indeed an amenity pro-

vided by our town. It is important to
note that our town provides and sup-
ports different amenities for the bet-
terment of the town an the lifestyles
of the residents. Each amenity ben-
efits a different constituency. Schools
do not have a direct benefit to resi-
dents without school age children,
while recreation facilities benefit an-
other group of residents. Few would
argue that these amenities don’t ben-
efit all Westfield, be it directly or
indirectly. Together, these amenities
create the fabric of our community.
We support the construction of this
parking facility; believe that it will
have a positive revenue impact as
surpluses accrue over time; and will
benefit the town by helping to im-
prove our citizens access to services,
shopping and transportation. This
improves the quality of life for all
Westfield residents.

We have identified and discussed
the parking deficiency for over 40
years. Let us not be left behind in the
solution. Neighboring communities
such as Summit, Princeton, and South
Orange have all recognized this need
and have taken action and imple-
mented solutions. Let’s join together
to provide solutions not impedi-
ments.”

Upon conclusion of the speech,
Mr. Echausse addressed Mr. DeRose
stating, “I am assuming this state-
ment is accepting the $50,000 contri-
bution.”

Mr. DeRose did not answer the
question and reminded Councilman
Echausse that he still had the floor.
When Councilman Echausse was
given an opportunity to question the
board on their willingness to make a
financial commitment, the issue was
still not addressed by any member of
the DWC. Councilman Echausse then
stated that it was his understanding
that the DWC would not be commit-
ting to the $50,000 and he would
relay that information to the rest of
the town council at Tuesday night’s
meeting

In conclusion, the DWC supports
the mayor’s plan, but they will not
contribute the $50,000 needed to make
the proposal financially effective.

“Early on in the meeting I stated
that I would be more than happy to
arrange a meeting between the offic-
ers of the DWC and a representative
group of councilman to discuss DWC
financial involvement in the pro-
posed parking redevelopment, and
that the board would not entertain
debate on that issue at this meeting,”
Mr. DeRose told The Westfield
Leader. “Keeping our board focused
and on track with our agenda is the
job of the chairman and the main
function of our meeting is to conduct
DWC business. The ongoing debate
over parking will ultimately be de-
cided after November 2 by the mayor
and entire town council.”

The DWC approved a proposal to
do its own post card mailing regard-
ing the referendum. Mrs. Cronin
stated that the postcard would simply
state facts, but she did acknowledge
that the cards would take a clear po-
sition on the referendum and encour-
age voters to “Vote Yes.”

The parking issue was abruptly
called to and end by Mr. DeRose who
would not allow Councilman

Former NYC Police Commissioner Kerik
Will Keynote Union County GOP Rally

AREA – Republican Committee of
Union County Chairman Phil Morin an-
nounced today that former New York
City Police Commissioner Bernard Kerik,
who introduced President George W.
Bush at a rally in Marlton, New Jersey on
Monday, will be the keynote speaker for
the Union County Republicans “Count-
down to Victory” Rally on Monday, Oc-
tober 25, at 6 p.m. at the Italian American
Hall on Valley Avenue in Scotch Plains.

“We are thrilled to have former Com-
missioner Kerik come to Union County
on behalf of President Bush and our Union
County Republican ticket of Joe Renna,
Patricia Quattrocchi, Frank Arena and
Bruce Paterson for Freeholder, Mike

Panagos for Surrogate and Peter Lijoi for
Sheriff,” Mr. Morin said.

“As a New Jersey resident and former
“Top Cop” in one of the greatest cities in
the world, Commissioner Kerik under-
stands how important the safety and well-
being of our families are in Union County
and how important it is to have President
Bush leading the charge on the War on
Terror,” Mr. Morin said.

“This is an opportunity to rally our
supporters and show the all-Democrat
freeholder board that times are changing
in Union County and that they are in for
a big surprise come Election Day,” Mr.
Morin said.

Invited guests include Congressman

Mike Ferguson, State Senator Tom Kean,
Jr., Assemblyman Eric Munoz, M.D.,
Assemblyman Jon Bramnick, State Re-
publican Finance Chairman Bill Palatucci,
former Governor and Senate President
Donald DiFrancesco, former Congress-
man Bob Franks and former State Sena-
tor Rich Bagger.

The Italian-American Hall is located
on Valley Avenue, directly off of Route 22
East, behind the Scotchwood Diner.  The
event is free of charge. No pre-registra-
tion is required but attendees will be
requested to present identification.

For more information, call Union
County Republican Headquarters at (908)
789-0200.
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DWC Gavels Councilman Echausse
Nixes Parking Deck Contribution

Echausse to take the floor stating that
the DWC does not allot time for “open
forum” discussions during meetings.
Councilman Echausse questioned him
on the Open Public Meetings Act
with Mr. DeRose banging the gavel
down signifying the discussion was
over.

In other news, DWC Treasurer D.
Capodanno, presented the board with
the September financial results stat-
ing that there was $126,000 remain-
ing in the $377,000 original budget.
He reported that $7,400 was spent on
facade grants, $9,800 went to adver-
tising promotions and $21,000 was
spent on organizational expenditures.

Addams Family memorabilia is
currently on display in the Leader
Store annex in celebration of
Addams Family Month. Downtown
Trick-or-Treating will take place on
Saturday, October 30, during nor-
mal store hours. The “Y” Men’s
44th Annual Halloween Parade and
Costume Contest will start at 12:45
p.m. at the Elm Street field with the
costume contest judging to begin at
1 p.m. The parade will commence
down Elm Street at 1:15 p.m., turn-
ing left on E. Broad Street and con-
tinue to the Mindowaskin Band-
stand. Treats will be handed out at
the bandstand with the winners of
the costume contest being an-
nounced.

Presidential Pen was awarded a
facade grant for renovations they have
done to the front of their building and
a mounted sign. The sign, which was
approved by the Board of Adjust-
ment, should be installed in the near
future.

Parking Director John Morgan re-
ported that he has “connected with a
vendor” in Paterson who will be re-
furbishing the meter heads and in-
stalling a sleeve and base in black,
which will cover the existing pole of
the current meters.

“The look will be parallel with
what is going on down the street. It
looks like a pretty nice project and I
think it will be a very nice product
downtown,” he said.

Executive Director Sherry Cronin
stated, “The DOT (Department of
Transportation) project is moving
along and hopefully by Thanksgiving
it will be completed.”

The South Avenue circle project
will most likely be completed ahead
of schedule taking approximately six
months to complete rather than the 12
months that were originally projected.
Milling and paving will begin next
week at night and the landscaping
will be installed the first week of
November.

Mrs. Cronin asked the board to
approve an expenditure in the amount
of $1,880 from the design budget to
purchase a bronze plaque to be hung
on the building on the corner of Elm
and East Broad Street honoring
Westfield and the five other towns in
the Untied States who won Great
American Main Street Awards. She
feels the original plaque given to
Westfield “is very nice but doesn’t
give any context as to when we won
the award.”

Mrs. Cronin also reported that the
Railroad Sale Days event was “well
received - it was sold out.” She also
stated that the DWC is investigating a
trolley service for the holidays and that
pictures with Santa will be taken on
Sunday, November 28, at the Southside
Train Station in conjunction with the
Knights of Columbus Food Drive. Any-
one wishing to have their picture taken
with Santa is asked to donate food
items to support the cause.

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY -- On October 14 Union
County Freeholder John Wohlrab
announced his immediate resignation
from office following his arrest for a
domestic violence incident at his Lin-
den home. Wohlrab’s name will re-
main on the ballot in the Tuesday,
November 2 election and he has not
withdrawn from the election.

Wohlrab was appointed to the board
earlier this year to replace Nick Scutari,
who was elected as a State Senator after
Joseph Suliga resigned from his reelec-
tion campaign after he was charged
with sexually harassing a woman and
fighting with police in Atlantic City.

Wohlrab is on the ballot to com-
plete the un-expired term of Senator
Scutari against Republican Bruce

Paterson of Garwood.
“The incident that occurred is

purely personal. I am innocent of any
wrongdoing in this personal matter,”
Wohlrab said in a statement. “How-
ever, I love the City of Linden, Union
County and the Democratic Party. I

do not want this incident to distract
from the important issues that must
be discussed in the coming weeks.”

Union County Democratic Chair-
woman Charlotte Defilippo released
a statement that the committee was
expected to select Linden attorney
Nancy Ward to fill the seat.

According to Ms. Defilippo the com-
mittee retained an attorney who rendered
a legal opinion for them on the matter of
Wohlrab’s resignation, saying that the
definitions are different for candidates
and office holders, and that Wohlrab has
only resigned as an office holder.

“The Union County Democrats have
sunk to an all time low in manipulating
the legal system and election law to
represent the right of the voters to choose
between two candidates who are will-
ing to serve the voters,” Union County
Republican Chairman Phil Morin told
The Westfield Leader. “Fact hiding be-
hind legal opinion to essentially have a
dead man walking on the ballot is like
taking a stick and putting it into the eye
of every Union County citizen. This is
their desperate attempt to stay in con-
trol of their bloated, wasteful and arro-
gant political machine.”

“This makes the Torricelli-
Lautenberg switch look like a League
of Women Voters debate,” Mr. Morin
told The Leader.

Mr. Morin said that he will also be
seeking a legal opinion on the issue
and questioned whether Wohlrab will
have to resign from the seat again if he
does get elected in November.

Wohlrab Resigns as Freeholder,
But Remains as Candidate

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Wording of Deck Flyer Discussed,
Town Wide Mailing Will Occur

spaces will alleviate traffic by providing
a place for cars to go. He said that steps
will be taken to alleviate the traffic issues
as part of the project.

Fourth Ward Councilman James Foerst
said that there is “no plan to alleviate
traffic” and said that it is a “lofty goal.”

First Ward Councilman Sal Caruana
said that the council has yet to vote on the
whole plan and said that if the mayor
wants to stay “neutral” all of the informa-
tion is found in the reports that have been
done. He said that the council has the
“obligation to create some balance” in the
mailer.

Second Ward Councilwoman JoAnn
Neylan said that she was “uncomfort-
able” because she doesn’t “endorse the
whole plan.”

Mayor Gregory McDermott said that
when he said that the council would
remain neutral he meant that they should
not be “talking about…saying vote for
or against” the garage. He went on to
remind the council that it is a “non-
binding” referendum, but it will give
the council input on what the public
wants.

The flyer says that, “parking improve-
ments will not impose any burden on
taxpayers.” It also says that the project will
result in an “expected positive cash flow
for parking system.” The flyer encourages
residents to vote on Tuesday, November 2
and directs them to TV36 and
www.westfieldredevelopmentproject.com
for more information.

While Councilmen Foerst, Echausse
and Caruana and Councilwoman
Neylan agreed that there should be a
concerns topic, the rest of the council
disagreed.

Resident Allen Solomon said that while
he agreed that the town should send out
information on the garage, to “call (this
mailing) neutral is a fraud.”

Resident Robert Tarte said that the
council is “not telling the whole story” by
leaving out the “problems your own con-
sultants have told you.” He said the mail-
ing is a “propaganda piece because you
(the mayor and council) want the deck.”

Mr. Tarte said that while the council
says that they are so concerned with
traffic safety in town the “only place
(you’re) not concerned (about) is Pros-
pect.”

Resident Jim Baker called the flyer a
“great sales piece.”

Resident Sharon Stockwell said that
the flyer is “disingenuous” and said, “I
don’t want my tax money being used” to
send out the mailing.

Resident Cynthia Foulke said that the
council is trying to persuade people to
vote yes with the mailing and called it a
“piece of propaganda.”

Roger Sullivan, a resident with a fi-
nance background, said that it is “impor-
tant to call it what it is” and to say that the
“taxpayers are on the hook.” He added
that he was “astounded and appalled”
that no one from Desmon Associates has
been present at the meetings to answer
the public’s questions over the past couple
of weeks.

In a related topic Councilman Echausse
reported that the Downtown Westfield
Corporation (DWC) has said that they do
not agree to making a $50,000 contribu-
tion or guaranteeing the sale of permits
for the new parking deck.

Councilman Echausse said that he dis-
agreed with the language that the DWC
used in their statement to the council, and
pointed out that they are carrying a sur-
plus, which is over $200,000.

Fourth Ward Councilman Lawrence
Goldman said that he was not sure he was
for the DWC assessment and said that he
had seen the DWC statement and added
his comments to it.Weight-Loss

96% success-rate.  AMA approved.
2 or 3 private private private private private office visits are needed.

This is not not not not not a diet.

Dr. Ronald J. Glassman, Ph.D., M.P.H.
Board Certified / Registered / Insured

Columbia University Affiliated

“There’s a reason Dr G.

has one of the busiest

clinical hypnosis specialty

practices in the nation.”

Mountainside Office     908-301-0039
www.MedicalHypnosis.info

and weight maintenance via

Clinical Hypnosis

- USA Synicated News Radio

I also use clinical hypnosis for anxiety,
substance, bulimia, fears, and pain.
All techniques are AMA-approved.
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Westfield BOE

amending zoning enforcement, one
amending overnight parking of com-
mercial vehicles in residential zones and
one prohibiting parking on a portion of
Woodacres Drive on the Northside be-
tween Meetinghouse Lane and Penbrook
Road, Monday through Friday, from 7
a.m. to 4 p.m.

At the audience participation segment
of the meeting resident Gary Whyte
addressed the council on the issue of the
odor at Beechwood School.

He presented the council with the
findings by Enviro Techniques Inc. re-
garding mold in air results given to him
by the Mountainside Board of Educa-
tion (BOE). The results interpretation
read, “Based on the sample collected
and analyzed, it is our option that there is
no mold hazard that exists in the areas of
the building which were sampled.”

In other correspondence given to Mr.
Whyte from MaryPaul Laboratories, Inc.
contradicts Enviro Techniques Inc.’s
findings stating, “The analysis of these
samples shows that there are two reser-
voirs of bacteria on (wet insulation) and
under (the roof pond) the roof mounted
air conditioning system. The recommen-
dation was to conduct a thorough analy-
sis of the building envelopes of the four
effected classrooms. A typical harbin-
ger of the building odors is water trapped
in the roof or wall insulation. These wet
areas can develop putrid odors due to the
growth of a variety of microbiological
slimes. We highly recommend a de-
tailed mold, moisture and microbe audit
of each of the classrooms. No further
microbiological sampling is needed un-
til such an audit is completed.”

Mr. Whyte addressed the council say-
ing, “If they (the BOE) say they have a
contingency plan to move the children,
why aren’t they being moved? A mere
presence of an odor is a telltale sign there
is a problem.”

Acting Mayor Schon responded say-
ing, “This is essentially a BOE matter.”

“We have no jurisdiction, no power,
no authority when it comes to the func-
tion of the BOE,” Borough Attorney
John Post confirmed. He continued say-
ing, “There is no board member or
spokesman present who can respond.
We will send them (BOE) a letter asking
them to respond, giving them a chance to
respond.”

Mr. Whyte concluded stating, “I want
the kids to breath fresh air everyday.”

The meeting can be viewed on Chan-
nel 35. The next meeting of the
Mountainside Borough Council will be
on Tuesday, November 9 at 8 p.m.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

MS Council

“The issue here is involvement for
students,” said Dr. Foley.

After discussion, the board decided
on a compromise. The Forensics Club
will have until its January competi-
tion at Rutgers University to corral
more students to its number. If at
least 15 students do not compete at
the competition, the board will con-
sider using any remaining funds to
starting a second jazz band in time for
the spring competition season.

The board spent time approving
new policies on student/faculty dress
and appearance, expulsion, and ex-
pulsion proceedings. Additionally, the
board reviewed individual school
objectives for the 2004-2005 school
year, including grammar and public
speaking objectives at WHS and an
objective to reduce bullying at the
district’s two intermediate schools.

The board’s next public meeting
will take place on Tuesday, Novem-
ber 9, where it will discuss eighth
grade sports and the district’s testing
achievement gaps.

spaces and habitable floor space.
Mr. Boyle asked the applicants to

come back for a second meeting on
Monday, November 15 to finish the
application. In addition, Mr. Boyle
noted that the board would also ad-
dress the applicant’s second applica-
tion asking permission to construct a
three-story mixed use building with
retail on the first floor, residential
units on the second and third floors
and enclosed parking on grade.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Condos
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Anonymous Internet Postings
Spark Racial Tension at SPFHS

By MATT MARINO
Specially Written for The Times

At the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education meeting last
Thursday evening, several students
who attend Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School (SPFHS) reported mul-
tiple instances of racial discrimina-
tion. The targets of the discrimination
appear to be members of the Black
Student Union (BSU) at SPFHS.

Several members of the BSU at-
tended last week’s meeting to explain
the origin of the discrimination. Ac-
cording to both the BSU members
and school Superintendent Dr. Carol
Choye, someone created an anony-
mous “forum” on the Internet for stu-
dents to post various comments.

Internet forums are fairly common-
place today, but this type of forum
allows users to remain anonymous so
as not to divulge their identities. The

users can post comments at any time
and on any subject, and in recent
weeks, one such subject has included
racism.

Amber Sizemore, a senior and
member of the BSU, said that the
comments written in the forum had
made their way to the high school
walls and also onto a flier posted by
the BSU.

Due to the relative anonymity of
the forum posters, the forum has taken
on a life of its own within the SPFHS
community. Forums of this nature
can be deleted easily, but they can
also be created just as fast. While
access has been blocked from the
school building, Dr. Choye explained
that blocking access from students’
homes is a different story. According
to Dr. Choye, the students would still
have access to the forum on their
home computers.

Regardless, said Dr. Choye, the
time has come to take action before
the situation gets more difficult to
deal with.

“We want to know who is doing
this and we want to know who is
being injured by this,” stated Dr.
Choye.

The question was raised as to who
actually created the forum. This is
apparently a type of forum that is
difficult to trace, compared to other
types of forums. The board has con-
tacted Officer Jim Scannell of the
Scotch Plains Police Department’s
high tech crimes unit. The hope is to
catch not only the forum’s creator,
but the anonymous forum posters as
well.

One student, Janae Easley, said that

the forum and subsequent racial epi-
thets in school have led to significant
tension within the halls of SPFHS.

“I was walking through the halls
not trusting anyone who walked by
me,” said Miss Easley.

Andrea Hall-Sizemore, Amber
Hall’s mother, said at the meeting
that she was glad to see the board
taking immediate action with regard
to this serious matter. She added that
public knowledge was important in
order to make people aware as to how
serious the problem has become. It
may also make the forum poster
hangers think twice before posting,
as they could be risking being discov-
ered and possible legal action as a
result of their discovery.

“If it’s addressed in a public man-
ner, everyone’s playing on the same
field,” Ms. Sizemore said.

Danielle Porter, a junior at SPFHS,
felt that a school assembly would be
necessary in order to educate stu-
dents as to the severity of the situa-
tion. She said that an assembly “is
going to happen.”

“People are walking around our
school not feeling great about it (the
racial discrimination),” Danielle
noted.

Board President Linda Nelson ex-
pressed her dismay that the discrimi-
nation had taken place at SPFHS. She
also pledged the support of the board
in finding out the origin of the dis-
crimination and making sure the stu-
dents of SPFHS remain safe.

In other business, the board heard a
presentation on a new program en-
titled “Play Attention.” Jodi Frank,

Deer Census to Begin Next Week
On Southside of Scotch Plains

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

Union County officials will be con-
ducting a deer census in and around
the Ashbrook Reservation in Scotch
Plains in the next few weeks, accord-
ing to Mayor Martin Marks, a count-
ing that the mayor said “will confirm
what we already know, that we have
too many deer.”

The deer problem on the south side
of Scotch Plains has become an in-
creasing concern in recent years as
the growing deer population, seeking
food and shelter in a more-crowded
reservation, has moved into residen-
tial areas and, in the process, crossed
busy local roads. Council members
and southside residents have told of
seeing numerous deer in their back-
yards and there have been a number
of incidents where cars have hit and
killed deer that were crossing area
streets.

Earlier this year, in an effort to thin
the deer population on the north side,
the county conduced a multi-day deer
hunt in the Watchung Reservation. If
a hunt is to be conducted in the

Ashbrook Reservation, it’s likely to
be held during the upcoming winter,
probably next February or March.

The Ashbrook deer census, which
will begin once most of the leaves on
the trees have fallen, will be con-
ducted from the ground, after dark,
by county officials using flashlights
to catch the reflections of deer eyes in
the reservation. In addition, Scotch
Plains officials have provided to the
county the names of about 13 resi-
dential streets adjacent to the reserva-
tion where groups of deer have been
seen during daylight hours.

Mayor Marks said at the Township
Council’s conference meeting on
Tuesday evening that the township
will formally notify affected residents
of the upcoming deer census since it
will involve county vehicles driving
around their neighborhoods at night.
The mayor said that county officials
have already done some evaluations
of the effects of deer browsing out-
side of the reservation.

He said any deer hunt would be
conducted safely only within the res-
ervation, adding that there would be

guidelines regarding how far from
homes the hunters would be stationed.
Noting that the deer reduction pro-
gram in the Watchung Reservation
was a multi-year effort, the mayor
said it was important for township
residents to be patient because “re-
sults will not be immediate” in the
Ashbrook Reservation.

In other business during a brief
conference session, Township Attor-
ney Douglas Hansen said the town-
ship government has received a re-
quest from 4Connections LLC to
place some type of Internet wiring on
utility poles in Scotch Plains. He noted
that local governments cannot pre-
vent companies deemed to be quali-
fied by state regulators from using
utility poles for these purposes. Mr.
Hansen said he had written to 4Com-
munications officials asking for proof
of their bona fides so that matters can
move forward, but had not received a
reply.

With the winter season approach-
ing, the council next week is expected
to secure agreements with three area
contractors to provide assistance to
township public works personnel in
the event of a heavy snowfall. The
contract will run from November 1
through April 2005.

Marks and Baron
Face Off at Debate

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

Scotch Plains mayoral and town-
ship council candidates met last night
in an hour-long forum that allowed
the two political parties to discuss
some of their differences over prop-
erty taxes and downtown revitaliza-
tion.

Republican Mayor Martin Marks
and Democratic challenger Andrew
Baron answered questions for about
40 minutes before an audience of
supporters and residents in the mu-
nicipal building. Prior to the mayoral
candidates, Republican Council-
woman Paulette Coronato and Demo-
cratic challenger Barbara Baldasarre
spent about 25 minutes discussing
local issues.

The debate, which was sponsored
by The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
and the League of Women Voters,
took place after this week’s issue had
gone to press; a more detailed ac-
counting of last night’s debate will
appear next week.

Mayor Marks and Mr. Baron an-
swered several rounds of questions
on municipal property taxes. The
Democrats have criticized the all-
Republican Township Council’s pas-
sage last year of an 18-point local
property tax hike, terming it the high-
est in township history, while the
Republicans have said the double-

digit increase was due to what Mayor
Marks has called “the perfect storm”
of a confluence of factors, including
a freeze in state aid, rising non-dis-
cretionary costs in the township bud-
get, a tepid economy and low returns
on investments due to low interest
rates.

Four months after the council re-
jected an ordinance designating the
downtown business district as a Spe-
cial Improvement District (SID),
which supporters felt would have
spurred a revival in the downtown
shopping area, downtown revitaliza-
tion issues were also discussed last
night. The mayor and council had
been supportive of the SID concept as
the details of its operations and fi-
nancing were being worked out by a
steering committee during a yearlong
process. In May, the Democratic can-
didates put forth an alternative plan
for improvements and business re-
cruitment that relied on volunteers
rather than monetary assessments of
property owners.

There were also questions focus-
ing on high school students parking
on residential streets, possible new
areas of shared services cooperation
and other areas of priority for next
year’s council members. Republicans
currently have a 5-0 majority on the
governing body and have not lost a
municipal election since 1998.

Wohlrab Resigns as Freeholder,
But Remains as Candidate

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Times

On October 14, Union County Free-
holder John Wohlrab announced his
immediate resignation from office
following his arrest for a domestic
violence incident at his Linden home.
Wohlrab’s name will remain on the
ballot in the Tuesday, November 2,
election as he has not withdrawn from
the election.

Wohlrab was appointed to the board
earlier this year to replace Nick
Scutari, who was elected as a State
Senator after Joseph Suliga resigned
from his reelection campaign after he
was charged with sexually harassing
a woman and fighting with police in
Atlantic City.

Wohlrab is on the ballot to com-
plete the un-expired term of Senator
Scutari against Republican Bruce

Paterson of Garwood.
“The incident that occurred is

purely personal. I am innocent of any
wrongdoing in this personal matter,”
Wohlrab said in a statement. “How-
ever, I love the City of Linden, Union
County and the Democratic Party. I
do not want this incident to distract
from the important issues that must
be discussed in the coming weeks.”

Union County Democratic Chair-
woman Charlotte Defilippo released
a statement that the committee was
expected to select Linden attorney
Nancy Ward to fill the seat.

According to Ms. Defilippo, the
committee retained an attorney who
rendered a legal opinion for them on
the matter of Wohlrab’s resignation,
saying that the definitions are differ-
ent for candidates and office holders,
and that Wohlrab has only resigned as

an office holder.
“The Union County Democrats

have sunk to an all time low in ma-
nipulating the legal system and elec-
tion law to represent the right of the
voters to choose between two candi-
dates who are willing to serve the
voters,” Union County Republican
Chairman Phil Morin told The
Westfield Leader. “Fact hiding be-
hind legal opinion to essentially have
a dead man walking on the ballot is
like taking a stick and putting it into
the eye of every Union County citi-
zen. This is their desperate attempt to
stay in control of their bloated, waste-
ful and arrogant political machine.”

“This makes the Torricelli-
Lautenberg switch look like a League
of Women Voters debate,” Mr. Morin
told The Leader.

Horace R. Corbin for The Times
PUBLIC SERVANT…Congressman Mike Ferguson (R-NJ) served pancakes to the public at the Westfield National Guard
Armory on Saturday. The pancake breakfast fundraiser was held to benefit the families of the National Guard. The Westfield
Unit, the 250th Signal Battalion, will leave for Iraq on Election Day.
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Candidates Vying for FW Borough Council
Differ on Downtown Redevelopment Ideas

By ELIZABETH CORRELL
Specially Written for The Times

Fanwood’s upcoming local elec-
tion, to be held on Tuesday, Novem-
ber 2, will have four candidates run-
ning for two council positions. Cur-
rent Democrat council members
Katherine Mitchell and Joseph
Higgins will face Republican oppo-
nents Maureen Mawby and Joel Stroz.

A debate, titled the 2004 Fanwood
Candidate Forum, was held on Mon-
day night at Borough Hall, jointly
sponsored by The Scotch Plains –
Fanwood Times and The League of
Women Voters.

Fred Rossi, a writer for the news-
paper for six years, acted as the mod-
erator of the event.

Questions posed to the candidates
were “composed from issues that the
public, the press and the political
parties have provided,” explained
Merry Wisler from the League of
Women Voters.

The major subjects covered were
property taxes, reducing the borough’s
budget and expenses, and the down-
town redevelopment area.

Mrs. Mitchell and Mr. Stroz were
asked if next year a similar budget
and tax situation arises, would resi-
dents expect a double digit increase
in their property taxes.

“Rest assured that we will apply
for extraordinary aid again next year,”
stated Mrs. Mitchell. She also said
that the council will work to obtain
grants again, as done this year; work
more with shared services to perhaps
eliminate duplicate services; and look
at the organization of departments.

Mr. Stroz feels that the extraordi-
nary aid was an effort to “plug up a
gap in our budget,” and that the state’s
“bloated budget which was passed to
fund that aid has fallen apart and has
been called unconstitutional by the
New Jersey Supreme Court.” If
elected, he pledged to have the coun-
cil “go through the budget line by
line, which this council did not do.”

Candidates were asked how they
would handle reducing the borough’s
budget, when much of the spending is
mandated by the federal and state
government.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
EDUCATION CUT…The ribbon was cut to officially open the Union County Vocational Technical School’s new $14 million
building. The school offers a four year full time technical school program to Union County high school students.

Mrs. Mawby pointed out that “we
have monies allocated for certain capi-
tal projects which have not been ex-
pended. For example, a $400,000 fed-
eral grant for the northside sewer and
flood areas.”

Mr. Higgins believes that “there is
not a lot to cut on the expense side of
the budget, and significant cuts would
involve eliminating certain police
positions.”

Mr. Stroz feels that more shared

services with Scotch Plains, such as
health insurance, would be the an-
swer.

Mrs. Mitchell has experienced be-
ing in shared services situations “with
other towns that in the end have not
been cost effective.”

The candidates where then asked if
redevelopment is the sole solution to
controlling property taxes, when it
seems that the borough has reached
development capacity?

“Fanwood is 90 to 95 percent de-
veloped, with 90 to 95 percent of that
being residential,” stated Mr. Higgins,
“so regarding new tax revenue we are
limited.” His suggestion for a pos-
sible solution is to fill vacant retail
properties and to have redevelopment
of both the current planned area, as
well as other areas.

Mrs. Mawby lauds the redevelop-
ment idea, as she believes it “has the
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principal of Brunner Elementary
School, explained that the main goal
of the program is to increase the
attention span of students who may
be suffering from Attention Deficit
Disorder (ADD) and Attention Defi-
cit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD).
She said it would be a “non-inva-
sive way to improve attention.”

“Play Attention” involves the stu-
dent wearing a helmet, which is
connected to a series of sensors.
The student plays a “video game”
which, in actuality, is measuring
their attentiveness. Sensors detect
the level of focus, and the game is
adjusted depending on the varying
amount of attentiveness measured
by the sensors.

More information can be obtained
by visiting the program’s official
website, www.playattention.com.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Racial Tension

Road Closures
Reported in WF

WESTFIELD – Sections of
North and South Avenues and
East Broad Street will be closed
on Wednesday, October 27,
through Friday, October 29,
weather permitting.

Beginning at 9 p.m. on Octo-
ber 27 until 6 a.m. on October
28, the roads will be closed for
milling purposes. At no time will
all of the roads be shut down.
North Avenue will be closed from
Prospect Street to Clark Street,
East Broad Street will be closed
from Prospect Street to the Plaza
and South Avenue will be closed
from West Broad Street (through
the circle) to Westfield Avenue.

Between 6 a.m. and 9 p.m. on
October 28 and 29 there will be
lane closing and alternate traffic.
The majority of the work will
occur after rush hour.

Motorists are asked to use al-
ternate routes and are advised to
expect heavy traffic delays on
Central Avenue, Tuttle Park-
way, East Broad Street and Elm
Street because of the road clo-
sures.

For more information con-
tact the Westfield Police De-
partment at (908) 789-6065, the
Westfield Engineering Depart-
ment at (908) 789-4100, the
New Jersey Department of
Transportation at (908) 301-
0300 or the contractor Perrello
Inc.at (973) 663-4585.

Mr. Morin said that he will also be
seeking a legal opinion on the issue
and questioned whether Wohlrab will
have to resign from the seat again if
he does get elected in November.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Wohlrab

Former NYC Police Commissioner Kerik
Will Keynote Union County GOP Rally

AREA – Republican Committee of
Union County Chairman Phil Morin
announced today that former NYC
Police Commissioner Bernard Kerik,
who introduced President Bush at a
rally in Marlton, New Jersey on Mon-

day, will be the keynote speaker for
the Union County Republicans
“Countdown to Victory” Rally on
Monday, October 25, at 6 p.m. at the
Italian American Hall on Valley Av-
enue in Scotch Plains, New Jersey.

“We are thrilled to have former
Commissioner Kerik come to Union
County on behalf of President Bush
and our Union County Republican
ticket of Joe Renna, Patricia
Quattrocchi, Frank Arena and Bruce
Paterson for freeholder, Mike Panagos
for Surrogate and Peter Lijoi for Sher-
iff,” Morin said.

“As a New Jersey resident and
former “Top Cop” in one of the great-
est cities in the world, Commissioner
Kerik understands how important the
safety and well-being of our families
are in Union County and how impor-
tant it is to have President Bush lead-
ing the charge on the War on Terror,”
Morin said.

“This is an opportunity to rally our

supporters and show the all-Demo-
crat freeholder board that times are
changing in Union County and that
they are in for a big surprise come
Election Day.” Morin said.

Invited guests include Congress-
man Mike Ferguson, State Senator
Tom Kean, Jr., Assemblyman Eric
Munoz, M.D., Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick, State Republican Finance
Chairman Bill Palatucci, former Gov-
ernor and Senate President Donald T.
DiFrancesco, former Congressman
Bob Franks and former State Senator
Rich Bagger.

The Italian-American Hall is lo-
cated on Valley Avenue, directly off
of Route 22 East, behind the
Scotchwood Diner.  The event is free
of charge. No pre-registration is re-
quired but attendees will be requested
to present identification.

For more information, call Union
County Republican Headquarters at
(908) 789-0200.

DWC Gavels Councilman;
Nixes Deck Contribution

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD -- The Monday night
meeting of the Downtown Westfield
Corporation (DWC) ended with a
powerful bang of the gavel by Chair-
man Alan DeRose concluding the dis-
cussion of the tumultuous proposed
parking deck.

Councilman Peter Echausse, Chair-
man of the Westfield Town Council
Finance Committee, had asked that a
resolution be placed on the agenda to
adopt or reject the parking garage/
redevelopment financial plan that was
approved by the Westfield Town
Council on September 28.

The DWC was presented with the
details of the parking plan in Septem-
ber along with a financial plan on
how the Town of Westfield intends to
repay a $10 million bond issue that
would fund the proposed garage at
Prospect and Elm Streets.

The town council endorsed the fi-
nancial plan, which relies on a finan-
cial contribution by the DWC assess-
ment, as well as changes in parking
prices that affect downtown busi-
nesses, shoppers and employees at
their meeting on September 28. The
council feels it is pertinent for voters
to know prior to Election Day whether
or not the town’s financial plan has
the backing of the DWC so that voters
can make an informed decision in
regards to the non-binding referen-
dum question that will be placed on
the November ballot.

Councilman Echausse addressed
the board stating, “What I want to
accomplish is to clarify some details.
We (the town council) are asking for
a financial contribution (from the
DWC). We have promised residents
that we are going to keep this (cost of
the deck) off their backs.”

He asked the DWC board to con-
firm the sale of annual permits (or the
revenue shortfall) for the number of
spaces reserved for downtown em-
ployees, as well as an equity contri-
bution be made by downtown prop-
erty owners for each downtown em-
ployee permit by contributing $10
per month per permit through their
special assessment tax levy. This con-
tribution would annualize to $50,000
or a 7 percent contribution towards
annual debt payments.

Councilman Echausse stated that
the board has had five weeks to study
the financial proposal and has had
adequate time to reflect on the
“strengths and weaknesses” of the
proposal.

“The voters have a right and need
to know if the financial plan does or
does not have the support of the DWC
and the constituents it represents,” he
concluded.

The town council has asked the
DWC for a $50,000 contribution to
offset the cost of the proposed Rede-
velopment Plan. Tim Tracy of
Desmond Associates recommended
the contribution to confirm the DWC’s
commitment to the project.

Chairman DeRose answered say-
ing, “We have crafted a statement that
echoes our sentiment.” He continued
by reading the statement as follows:
“The Westfield Town Council has
voted viable the parking finance plan
rolled out several weeks ago. This
plan involves contributions by the
DWC. Unfortunately, there has not
been any direct contact with this board
concerning partnering with the DWC
to make parking improvements a re-
ality. Despite this lack of communi-
cation, we stand ready to assist the
town in doing what is fair and equi-
table to make this project happen.
The DWC Board of Directors agreed
that this financial model is viable.
However, this model shows surplus
well in excess of the DWC contribu-
tions from year one, and we don’t
believe that it is council’s intent to
raise the special assessment to store
money in surplus. We are ready and
willing to have a dialogue with the
town to discuss all options, and look
forward to this partnering.

There have been statements made
by council persons and comments by
the anti-parking lobby indicating that
this parking finance plan is tanta-
mount “to a tax increase.” This is both
specious and misleading. Parking is a

service that requires a fee. Users can
make a decision to purchase that ser-
vice or not. People do not have a
choice in paying a tax increase. Town
Council raised parking fees three
years ago with the goal of saving the
revenue from that increase to fund a
parking solution. Public parking, as
stated in the Town’s Master Plan, is
an amenity like other town amenities
(sports fields, the municipal pool, the
library) that are supplied and man-
aged by the town. Usage fees are
implemented to control usage and
maintain the asset; they should not be
and are not proper substitutes for
taxes.

The user fee increase outlined in
the current parking financial model
are targeted to fund a parking solu-
tion. They would not be proposed at
all were it not for well documented
parking shortages, understood by this
town council and several town coun-
cils before them. parking revenue
should properly be for parking solu-
tions without taxpayer impact. Fair
user fees direct, as is their purpose,
the distribution of vehicles to the lo-
cations that parking management des-
ignates as proper for the unique use
(shopper, visitor, commuter, em-
ployee) as well as maintaining the
parking system.

This facility will be the centerpiece
around a total downtown parking sys-
tem restructuring. It will benefit com-
muters, shoppers and merchants.
Additionally, the financial benefits to
the town will be great and will only
grow over time. It is straightforward:
parking redevelopment is projected
to generate approximately $150,000
in surplus revenue in year one; Ag-
gregate surplus reaches $1,500,000
by year 10; Surplus funds can be used
by Town Council as they see fit; This
parking plan moves us forward in our
attempt to reduce a documented park-
ing shortfall and at the same time
generate significant revenue.

Parking is indeed an amenity pro-
vided by our town. It is important to
note that our town provides and sup-
ports different amenities for the bet-
terment of the town an the lifestyles
of the residents. Each amenity ben-
efits a different constituency. Schools
do not have a direct benefit to resi-
dents without school age children,
while recreation facilities benefit an-
other group of residents. Few would
argue that these amenities don’t ben-
efit all Westfield, be it directly or
indirectly. Together, these amenities
create the fabric of our community.
We support the construction of this
parking facility; believe that it will
have a positive revenue impact as
surpluses accrue over time; and will
benefit the town by helping to im-
prove our citizens access to services,
shopping and transportation. This
improves the quality of life for all
Westfield residents.

We have identified and discussed
the parking deficiency for over 40
years. Let us not be left behind in the
solution. Neighboring communities
such as Summit, Princeton, and South
Orange have all recognized this need
and have taken action and imple-
mented solutions. Let’s join together
to provide solutions not impedi-
ments.”

Upon conclusion of the speech,
Councilman Echausse addressed Mr.
DeRose stating, “I am assuming this
statement is accepting the $50,000
contribution.”

Mr. DeRose did not answer the ques-
tion and reminded Councilman
Echausse that he still had the floor.
When Councilman Echausse was
given an opportunity to question the
board on their willingness to make a
financial commitment, the issue was
still not addressed by any member of
the DWC. Councilman Echausse then
stated that it was his understanding
that the DWC would not be commit-
ting to the $50,000 and he would relay
that information to the rest of the town
council at Tuesday night’s meeting

In conclusion, the DWC supports the
mayor’s plan, but they will not contrib-
ute the $50,000.00 needed to make his
proposal financially effective.

“Early on in the meeting I stated
that I would be more than happy to
arrange a meeting between the offic-
ers of the DWC and a representative
group of councilman to discuss DWC
financial involvement in the proposed
parking redevelopment, and that the

board would not entertain debate on
that issue at this meeting,” Mr. DeRose
told The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times. “Keeping our board focused
and on track with our agenda is the
job of the chairman and the main
function of our meeting is to conduct
DWC business. The ongoing debate
over parking will ultimately be de-
cided after November 2 by the mayor
and entire town council.”

The DWC approved a proposal to
do its own post card mailing regard-
ing the referendum. Mrs. Cronin
stated that the postcard would simply
state facts, but she did acknowledge
that the cards would take a clear po-
sition on the referendum and encour-
age voters to “Vote Yes.”

The parking issue was abruptly
called to and end by Mr. DeRose who
would not allow Mr. Echausse to take
the floor stating that the DWC does
not allot time for “open forum” dis-
cussions during meetings. Mr.
Echausse questioned him on the Open
Public Meetings Act with Mr. DeRose
banging the gavel down signifying
the discussion was over.

In other news, DWC Treasurer
David Capodanno, presented the
board with the September financial
results stating that there was $126,000
remaining in the $377,000 original
budget. He reported that $7,400 was
spent on facade grants, $9,800 went
to advertising promotions and
$21,000 was spent on organizational
expenditures.

Addams Family memorabilia is
currently on display in the Leader
Store annex in celebration of Addams
Family Month. Downtown Trick-or-
Treating will take place on Saturday,
October 30, during normal store
hours. The “Y” Men’s 44th Annual
Halloween Parade and Costume Con-
test will start at 12:45 p.m. at the Elm
Street field with the costume contest
judging to begin at 1 p.m. The parade
will commence down Elm Street at
1:15 p.m., turning left on E. Broad
Street and continue to the
Mindowaskin Bandstand. Treats will
be handed out at the bandstand with
the winners of the costume contest
being announced.

Presidential Pen was awarded a
facade grant for renovations they have
done to the front of their building and
a mounted sign. The sign, which was
approved by the Board of Adjust-
ment, should be installed in the near
future.

Parking Director John Morgan re-
ported that he has “connected with a
vendor” in Paterson who will be re-
furbishing the meter heads and in-
stalling a sleeve and base in black,
which will cover the existing pole of
the current meters.

“The look will be parallel with
what is going on down the street. It
looks like a pretty nice project and I
think it will be a very nice product
downtown,” he said.

Executive Director Sherry Cronin
stated, “The DOT (Department of
Transportation) project is moving
along and hopefully by Thanksgiving
it will be completed.”

The South Avenue circle project
will most likely be completed ahead
of schedule taking approximately six
months to complete rather than the 12
months that were originally projected.
Milling and paving will begin next
week at night and the landscaping
will be installed the first week of
November.

Mrs. Cronin asked the board to ap-
prove an expenditure in the amount of
$1,880 from the design budget to pur-
chase a bronze plaque to be hung on
the building on the corner of Elm and
East Broad Street honoring Westfield
and the five other towns in the Untied
States who won Great American Main
Street Awards. She feels the original
plaque given to Westfield “is very nice
but doesn’t give any context as to
when we won the award.”

Mrs. Cronin also reported that the
Railroad Sale Days event was “well
received - it was sold out.” She also
stated that the DWC is investigating a
trolley service for the holidays and that
pictures with Santa will be taken on
Sunday, November 28, at the Southside
Train Station in conjunction with the
Knights of Columbus Food Drive. Any-
one wishing to have their picture taken
with Santa is asked to donate food
items to support the cause.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Weight-Loss

96% success-rate.  AMA approved.
2 or 3 private private private private private office visits are needed.

This is not not not not not a diet.

Dr. Ronald J. Glassman, Ph.D., M.P.H.
Board Certified / Registered / Insured

Columbia University Affiliated

“There’s a reason Dr G.

has one of the busiest

clinical hypnosis specialty

practices in the nation.”

Mountainside Office     908-301-0039
www.MedicalHypnosis.info

and weight maintenance via

Clinical Hypnosis

- USA Synicated News Radio

I also use clinical hypnosis for anxiety,
substance, bulimia, fears, and pain.
All techniques are AMA-approved.

possibility of bringing our rateable
revenue, which can help stabilize our
taxes.”

An ongoing complaint from resi-
dents has been that there has been
nothing done in the three years since
the downtown area was designated in
need of redevelopment.

Mr. Stroz feels that “commercial
tax rateables are direly needed” and
accused the current administration
for accomplishing “nothing substan-
tive in the year it has been in place.”

Mrs. Mitchell responded that the
council heard from voters during the
last election that they wanted “an
open forum” in which to voice their
opinions and have an influence on
decision making, and she has heard in
this election that people are “thankful
to have input.”

As for what to do about the lack of
consensus about what to do regarding
the downtown, candidates gave their
ideas for solutions.

“We have to take into consider-
ation traffic, density and parking,”
stated Mrs. Mitchell. “I would
hope for more retail than residen-
tial, but we have to have some
housing or it will not be profitable
for a developer.” One idea, she
said, would be to have “a signifi-
cant amount of professional build-
ings,” such as those used by law-
yers or doctors, “thereby increas-
ing our tax base.”

Mr. Stroz agreed that there must be
some residential units, however, he
referred to a multi-family apartment

Council Candidates Differ
On Redevelopment Ideas

building that he and other residents
opposed five years ago: “That kind
of high density would be a disas-
ter.”

Retail merchants and property own-
ers objected to the downtown rede-
velopment plan last year, stating that
they had not been involved in the
decision making process and were
afraid of losing their businesses. The
borough’s previous administration
emphasized that they had held many
open public meetings regarding the
downtown.

“There is a difference between
meetings and communication,” stated
Mr. Higgins. “We must regain the
trust of the property owners.”

When asked if the borough govern-
ment or the property owners should
be the driving force behind the rede-
velopment of the downtown, candi-
dates spoke of both entities.

“It is through the borough that the
people surrounding the area can vote
their opinions and we can all agree on
what is good for the town center,”
said Mr. Stroz.

Mrs. Mitchell and Mr. Higgins em-
phasized however that merchants and
property owners were very alarmed
at the mention of eminent domain last
year. Mr. Higgins spoke of the fact
that areas deemed in need of redevel-
opment can be taken by eminent do-
main, in spite of Mr. Stroz’s opinion
to the contrary. Mrs. Mitchell stated
that, “last year a merchant was spe-
cifically told that they had to sell and
would be relocated, perhaps to Roselle
Park.”

Other subjects covered in the de-
bate were the possibility of a state
constitutional convention to reform
the property tax system, ideas for
possible new shared services pro-
grams, solutions for the ongoing stu-
dent parking problem at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School, and
suggestions for new senior and youth
programs.

October Art Exhibit
Scheduled at CSH
MOUNTAINSIDE — This Oc-

tober, Children’s Specialized Hos-
pital (CSH) is exhibiting artwork
from Drew Art Association,
Chatham Township Art League
and Westfield Landscape Group.

Monthly exhibits are sponsored
by the Auxiliary at CSH. All art-
work is available for purchase
with a portion of the sales ben-
efiting the auxiliary.

Admission is free and exhibits
can be viewed from 10 a.m. to
8:30 p.m. by entering through the
hospital’s Ease Wing entrance,
150 New Providence Road,
Mountainside.

For more information, please
call (908) 233-3720, extension
no. 5379.
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Attorney at Law 
Former Commissioner, New Jersey Department of Labor 

• Social Security Disability Appeals 

• Workers Compensation 

• Labor and Employment Law 

Westfield, NJ     North Brunswick, NJ 

(908) 233-9674      (732) 940-9484 
mboydlaw@aol.com 

Mark B. Boyd 

Mayor Martin Marks and Council-
woman Paulette Coronato recently
commented on land use priorities and
initiatives in Scotch Plains.

“Unfortunately, even though
Scotch Plains is essentially a fully
developed community, there are still
pressures for additional building,”
said Mayor Marks. “Much of it is
thrust upon us by state government
guidelines or by state supreme court
Rulings such as Affordable Housing.
It’s frustrating to be constrained by
the rules of higher level of govern-
ment; however, when we do have the
opportunity to limit inappropriate
development, we need to make every
effort to do so.”

Just recently, at the September 28
meeting of the Scotch Plains Town-
ship Council, a two acre parcel of
publicly owned land was placed into
the Conservation Zone inventory. The
two acre piece of property is located
off of Crestwood Road and had the
potential, if developed, to yield a new
street with as many as six new homes.
The Conservation Zone concept was
introduced to Scotch Plains by Mayor
Marks in 2000. Once a property is so
designated, no development of any
sort is allowed and the property must
stay in its pristine condition. Scotch
Plains now has four areas designated
as Conservation Zones with more
contemplated for the future.

As a member of the Planning
Board, Councilwoman Paulette
Coronato spearheaded the move to
eliminate Flag Lots from the Scotch
Plains ordinance book.

“We were finding that property
owners that had deep lots but not
enough frontage on the street for

As Election Day approaches,
Scotch Plains Democratic candidates
Andrew Baron for mayor and Bar-
bara Baldasarre for township council
note a significant difference that has
emerged in this campaign.

“The central theme of our platform
has been to bring improvements to Scotch
Plains without increasing the tax burden
of our residents,” Mr. Baron said. “We
have already brought together a volun-

Campaign Release - Scotch Plains GOP

Mayor Martin Marks
Councilwoman Paulette Coronato

Scotch Plains Land Use
Accomplishments Cited

two separate lots were allowed to
subdivide their land and create one
lot fronting on the street and one lot
behind with a long driveway leading
to it,” said Councilwoman Coronato.
“This was creating numerous plan-
ning board applications with this flag
lot configuration, and we were getting
homes crammed into areas where there
really shouldn’t be additional devel-
opment. As the mayor said, there are
times that our hands our tied by state
land use guidelines. This was a situa-
tion where we as a municipal govern-
ment were able to take action to limit
inappropriate development.”

Just recently, ground was broken
for an age restricted housing devel-
opment on what was previously
known as the Broadway tract near
Scotch Hills golf course. This area
had become blighted and was often
used for illegal dumping. The town-
ship had received applications for
intensive development such as a
large assisted living facility and also
a project that would have had well
over three hundred town homes. The
township council stood firm and
now this area will have approxi-
mately 50 smaller age-restricted
single family homes that will be
limited to those 55 years of age and
older. Many of our senior residents
who have lived in Scotch Plains for
many years, yet do not want to main-
tain their larger properties, have ex-
pressed quite an interest in these
homes as they will be able to remain
in Scotch Plains in smaller homes
on manageable properties. Addi-
tionally, this development because
it is age-restricted, should have no
impact on our school system.

Campaign Release - Scotch Plains DEMs

Andrew Baron for Mayor
Barbara Baldasarre for Council

Vow of Improvements
Without Tax Burden

teer tax and budget advisory board to
review our budget process. This will
ensure greater citizen participation in
the choice of discretionary spending and
more accurately track expenditures.
Regarding our downtown business dis-
trict, we have proposed using the re-
sources of our New Jersey universities to
help in planning and management, rather
than expensive paid professionals.”

“Time after time, the current Re-
publican administration has looked
to an additional tax to attack prob-
lems,” Mrs. Baldasarre said. “Last
year the council imposed the highest
municipal tax increase in the history
of Scotch Plains and Mayor Martin
Marks recommended a new munici-
pal income tax as a solution. This
year, the only proposal which the
Republicans considered to improve
our downtown would have required
an additional tax on the business prop-
erty owners, on top of last year’s
record high property tax increase.”

A lack of strategic planning has
been a fundamental cause of increased
expenses. This year, the township
council voted to borrow $1.75 mil-
lion dollars to replace equipment. In
addition, the council proposes spend-
ing over $1 million to make repairs to
the neglected municipal building, li-
brary and public works building. It
will cost taxpayers $70,000 to realize
the full extent of the problem, before
any repairs are actually done. The
township spent thousands of dollars
on a consultant’s report for the im-
provement of our downtown, and still
several years later it has done little
more than collect dust on the shelf.

Mr. Baron and Mrs. Baldasarre be-
lieve that a wise use of resources and
planning can bring improvements and
solutions without the tax cost we have
seen in the past.

“We are eager to serve the residents
of Scotch Plains and look forward to
your support,” the candidates said.

Twp. Seeks Resident
Input on Block Grants
SCOTCH PLAINS – Mayor Mar-

tin Marks has announced a public
hearing will be held on the HUD
Revenue Sharing Block Grant, XXXI
Year funding on Wednesday, Octo-
ber 27, in Room 202 at the Municipal
Building, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch
Plains at 7:30 p.m.

“We are attempting to set our own
priorities and want to know how our
own citizens feel the county allocation
should be spent,” said Mayor Marks.

Scotch Plains has benefited from
Community Development funds since
1975 amounting to over $3,750,000. It
is expected that approximately
$6,000,000 will be available to Union
County for XXXI Year funding.

The hearing will be chaired by Tho-
mas Douress, Robert Johnston, Philip
Schick and Joseph Duff, official del-
egates to the Revenue Sharing Commit-
tee. All projects must have a 2/3 majority
of the total committee membership ap-
proval in order to become reality.

Application for projects will be
available at township hall and in-
clude complete instructions concern-
ing project eligibility.

Projects funded throughout the 19
member municipalities includes: hous-
ing rehabilitation, neighborhood pres-
ervation, code enforcement, senior citi-
zens facilities, child care facilities, and
various social service programs.

Lauren S. Pass for The Westfield Leader and The Times
A COUPLE OF YO-YOS...Assemblyman Jon Bramnick, left, stopped in to show
The Westfield Leader and The Times staff the Yo-Yo Waterballs that the State
Assembly is proposing to ban. Assemblyman Bramnick told The Leader and The
Times that the yo-yo balls have caused eye injuries and contain an unidentifiable
liquid. Advertising Director Fred Lecomte, right, and Assemblyman Bramnick
spent time examining and testing the yo-yos.

PBA to Host 10th
Annual Golf Outing

WESTFIELD – The Westfield PBA
#90 is sponsoring a golf outing on
Monday, October 25 at Echo Lake
Country Club.

The day begins at 11 a.m. and in-
cludes lunch, golf, cocktails and din-
ner. Each golfer will also receive a
10th Anniversary PBA Blanket and
first aid kit.

Spots are available for foursomes
at a cost of $1,100 and individuals at
a cost of $275.

LaMarque Furs and Thomas Lin-
coln Mercury are sponsoring Hole in
Ones, and Michael Kohn Jewelers is
also sponsoring the gift of a watch.
Other sponsorships are also available.

Checks can be made payable to
Westfield P.B.A. #90, Attn: Golf Com-
mittee, P.O. Box 276, Westfield, NJ
07091.

For more information contact Golf
Chairman Michael Patrick at (908)
241-9300 or State Delegate John
Cuzzo at (908) 789-6068.

October is Domestic Violence
Awareness Month and with domestic
violence being the 2nd most reported
crime in Union County. It seemed
appropriate to get some information
out there regarding this issue.

The New Jersey Domestic Violence
Fatality Review Board was established
by executive order in March of 2000. Its
purpose was to study fatalities in NJ
that were a direct result of domestic
violence in order to identify strategies
for improving our state’s response to
this problem. What made the study
interesting was that the research team
studied 67 cases of murder-suicide and
determined that these 67 cases actually
produced 145 fatalities over a 5-year
period from 1994 thru 1999. Besides
the 67 homicides and 67 suicides, there
were also 11 other fatalities associated
with these cases including a respond-
ing police officer, seven other friends
and family members, two children of
victims and a caregiver. Currently, 15
percent of homicides in New Jersey are
domestic violence related. These are
sobering facts coupled with the statistic
that one in five women will experience
a domestic violence incident in their
lifetime and that recently there have
been several high profile cases in Union
County. It appears that domestic vio-
lence has the capability of touching
every resident’s life in someway. We
may be the abused, we may have a
victim in our family such as a sister or
daughter, it may be a neighbor, perhaps
our child’s teacher or scout leader.
Unless someone tells you their story or
hints in conversation of their plight,
you probably wouldn’t allow the possi-
bility to cross your mind. Domestic
violence has been the nasty hidden
secret of our society that “good people”
don’t acknowledge and many victims
still deny.

Several laws have been passed in
New Jersey since 1982. Some in-
tended to protect victims such as the
stalking laws and others dealt with
the gathering of data from police de-
partments and prosecutors so we can
learn how to combat these crimes.
And just two weeks ago, the New
Jersey Department of Consumer Af-
fairs announced that over $1 million
was being distributed to battered
women’s shelters as well as transi-
tional housing programs – evidence
that some of our tax dollars are being
well spent.

Union County, sad to say, is lag-
ging behind. For starters I have been
hard pressed to locate a freeholder
resolution declaring October, Domes-
tic Violence Awareness Month. Sec-
ond, financial support to the Battered
Women’s Shelter and their related
programs has continued to be sparse,
less than $10,000 per year in the past

CAMPAIGN RELEASE

By Pat Quattrocchi, Candidate for UC Freeholder
with Joe Renna, Bruce Paterson and Frank Arena

County Lax in Efforts to
Combat Domestic Violence

few years and only about $400 this
year. This is a worthy cause to sup-
port, a program that helps people
empower themselves to take control
of their lives while developing “safety
plans” to keep themselves and their
children alive and well. As illustrated,
surviving domestic violence can be a
life or death matter. Why has so little
money been appropriated for domes-
tic violence, a very real “quality of
life” issue. Why is so much spent for
non-essentials?

Somehow, our county government
has lost its way and forgotten that its
purpose is to ensure the health and
safety of the citizens. When the free-
holder board gets it’s priorities back
where they should be and finally sup-
ports worthy programs, which actu-
ally help people, than they will truly
be “Connected to you.”

The team of Joe Renna, Patricia
Quattrocchi, Frank Arena and Bruce
Paterson ask for your support on Tues-
day, November 2. Elect us to the free-
holder board so we can cut wasteful
spending and bring to the citizens of
Union County programs that will en-
sure their mental and physical health
and safety. Please visit our website at
www.unioncountygop.org or call (908)
789-0200. We welcome your inquires.

A candidate for Union County Free-
holder, Mrs. Quattrocchi is survivor
of domestic violence and until re-
cently was the team leader of a union
county regional domestic violence
response team. Visit your local police
department to obtain information on
what you can do to join in the effort to
combat domestic violence.

GRAND
OPENING

Are you ready for a fun, new
experience in men’s haircutting?

Why not get your haircut at

“THE BEACH”

SPECIAL
MEN’S

HAIRCUT

$7.95 - KIDS / SENIORS
ENTER TO WIN TICKETS - NJ NETS VS.
MIAMI (WITH SHAQ) - HOME OPENER!!

RT.22 WEST - SCOTCH PLAINS
(NEAR J&J BILLIARDS & McDONALDS)

908-322-HAIR (4247)

895$
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• Criminal Defense - Federal & State
• Complex Civil Litigation
• DWI & Municipal Court

ROBERT G. STAHL, Esq.
Former Federal Prosecutor

220 St. Paul Street, Westfield, NJ 07090
Tel: (908) 301-9001       Fax: (908) 301-9008

STAHLESQ@BELLATLANTIC.NET

Union County Acreage Up to 127 With
Purchases in Plainfield and Berkeley Heights

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The freeholder board continued its
efforts last Thursday night to pre-
serve open space in Union County.
The board approved the first reading
of an ordinance and passed an ac-
companying resolution to purchase a
six-acre farm in Plainfield for $1.9
million. Peterson’s Farm is believed
to be one of the last active urban
farms in the state. Established in 1885,
the farm was once used to raise cattle
for dairy, and grain for feed.

The Peterson family will be given a
lifetime tenancy on the property, al-
lowing for the continued operation of
the farm.

The farmland, which is located at
1229-1253 Cushing Road in
Plainfield, contains a large two-story
farm-style home, detached barn, in-
ground pool, pasture fencing and live-
stock that includes cows and chick-
ens, which are used to produce dairy
and eggs which are available for sale
to the general public along with pump-
kins. Some of farm animals are from
the former Terry Lou Zoo in Scotch
Plains.

The purchase of the farm brings the
total acreage saved under the county’s
Open Space, Recreation and Historic
Preservation Trust Fund to 127 acres.
The county’s open space fund is fi-
nanced through a 1.5 cent per $100 of
assessed value on Union County prop-
erties.

The board last week announced the
purchase of 17 acres of land on Snyder
Avenue in Berkeley Heights for $13
million in a joint agreement with the
township. The land, which had been
the subject of litigation for 15 years,
was sought by a developer for the
construction of 259 residential units.
The county paid $8 million of the
purchase price through the open space
fund with Berkley Heights chipping
in $5 million.

Freeholder Bette Jane Kowalski of
Cranford noted that the site had origi-
nally been the home of Shaw Plastics
and Barry Oil Service and Duffy Fu-
els. Once the property is cleaned up
by the existing owner, plans are to
construct a senior center on the Ber-
keley Heights portion of the land.
The county portion will contain play-
ing fields as well as a recreation area
maintained by the township.

“I think (the purchase) will really
help improve the lives of senior citi-
zens of Berkeley Heights,” said Free-
holder Kowalski.

In other business, it appears that
election season is in full swing in
Union County. Two freeholder can-
didates traded barbs last Thursday
night over what each said was the
other’s illegal placement of campaign

signs in the county.
Republican Bruce Paterson of

Garwood accused a Democratic Free-
holder, later identified as Rick Proc-
tor of Rahway, of placing campaign
placards on utility poles which urge
voters to support the Democratic line
on Election Day.

“We are looking at some sort of
criminality,” Mr. Paterson said, stating
that the signs must be removed. He also
noted his support for a two-party politi-
cal system. The nine-member freeholder
board has been all Democratic since
1998. His comment drew a terse re-
mark from Freeholder Proctor.

“I’m against one-party rule and
your party (Republican) is the party I
am against,” Freeholder Proctor re-
sponded to Mr. Paterson.

Freeholder Proctor also shot back
by calling Mr. Paterson’s charges on
illegal campaign signs “another red
herring in the campaign.” He said the
charges are the “height of hypocrisy,”
noting that his Republican opponent
has placed political signs for his elec-
tion in the rights of ways throughout
Clark Township.

On another issue, the freeholders
paid tribute to Gary Whyte and the
family of Whitney Weldon of
Westfield for their efforts in raising
public awareness for Fibrodyplasia
Ossificans Progressiva, better known
as FOP, a genetic disorder that causes
bone to form in muscles, tendons,
ligaments, and tissues. With FOP,
found in children, the body produces
too much bone and forms an extra
skeleton resulting in immobilization
of joints in the body. The disease
affects some 2,500 people world-
wide.

FOP hit home for the Weldon fam-
ily on April 3, 2001 when Whitney
Weldon, the 12-year-old daughter of
Hillary and William Weldon, was
diagnosed with FOP. Gary Whyte of
Mountainside, a family friend, has
helped spear-head the effort to raise
awareness of the disabling disease.

To date, 251 mayors in the state and
20 of 21 New Jersey counties have
passed resolutions supporting re-
search for FOP. All 566 mayors in the
state have been contacted by Mr.
Whyte as well as all 21 county free-
holder boards and the state legisla-
ture. A bill sponsored by Senator Tom
Kean, Jr., S-73, designated the week
of October 10 through 16 as FOP
Week in New Jersey.

“We have come a long, long way,”
said Mr. Whyte of the support FOP is
now receiving in the Garden State.

“Gary Whyte is a man who has
made a difference,” said Hillary
Weldon, holding back tears as she
spoke to the freeholder board. “Gary

gave me the tools to learn how to fight
for my child.”

To date, over $1 million has been
raised by The Weldon FOP Research
Fund at the University of
Pennsylvania’s Medical School.

Freeholder Daniel Sullivan, in
thanking the Weldon family for at-
tending the freeholders meeting,
called Mrs. Weldon a “marvelous
advocate” for FOP.

The board also approved a resolution
designating October, 2004 as “Domes-
tic Violence Month” in the county.

Patricia Quattrocchi of Garwood, a
Republican candidate for freeholder,
applauded the resolution. She said do-
mestic violence is the second most re-
ported crime in Union County. She said
nationally six women a day and 1,800 a
year are killed by their husbands. Over
the past few years in New Jersey, there
were 67 domestic murder-suicides.

“Domestic suicide affects every-
one,” said Mrs. Quattrocchi, a do-
mestic violence survivor herself. She
also noted that date rape is on the rise,
adding that youth must be educated
on the dangers of date rape starting in
the middle school grades.

John Wohlrab resigned from the
freeholder board on October 13, fol-
lowing his arrest for domestic vio-
lence. There was no mention of his
arrest at the meeting although the
freeholder’s nameplate on the dais in
the freeholders meeting room had
already been removed. He has said he
is innocent of the charges.

Mr. Wohlrab joined the board in
March to replace Nicholas Scutari
who was elected to the State Senate
last November. Published reports in-
dicate that Nancy Ward, a Linden
attorney, will be named by the Union
County Democratic Committee as
the new freeholder. Mr. Wohlrab and
Mr. Scutari are both Linden resi-
dents.

Mr. Knapp to Recall
Youth Under Hitler

FANWOOD – Clark resident
Ludwig Wilhelm Knapp will share
his story of “Growing Up Under
Hitler” at the Tuesday, October 26
meeting of the Historical Society of
Scotch Plains and Fanwood.

The meeting will begin at 8 p.m. at the
Fanwood train station, located at North
and Martine Avenues, and is open to all.

Born in Dormagen, Germany in 1930,
Mr. Knapp was enrolled as a member of
the elite Hitler Jugend (Youth) after his
father was drafted into the Nazi Army
and his mother committed suicide. Mr.
Knapp will discuss how he lived under
Hitler’s regime and eventually immi-
grated to the United States.

Fellowship and refreshments will fol-
low the meeting. For further informa-
tion, please call Richard Bousquet, Presi-
dent of the Historical Society, at (908)
232-1199.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ON THE CAMPAIGN TRAIL...Republican candidate for Union County Surro-
gate, Michael Panagos, left, stopped in at The Westfield Leader and The Times
office for an interview with Lauren Pass last week.

Local Chapter to Host
Meet UNICO Night

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood UNICO invites all
men and women of Italian heritage
and their spouses to Meet UNICO on
Wednesday, October 27, from 7 to 9
p.m. at Giovanna’s Restaurant, 1462
South Avenue.

As members of the largest Italian-
American service organization in the
United States, SP-F UNICO continues
to demonstrate its dedication to the goal
of “Service Above Self.”

Best known for its annual Labor Day
Italian Festival, this local chapter has
awarded nearly $1 million in support
and scholarships throughout its history.
It continues these efforts within the com-
munity while also promoting Italian
cultural events and exhibitions.

Additional information about the SP-
F UNICO can be found at
www.spfunico.org or by calling (908)
889-2200.

Westfielder Mike Panagos
Makes a Run for Surrogate

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Westfield resident and former five
term Westfield Town Counciman Mike
Panagos is making a run for Union
County Surrogate on the Republican
ticket on Tuesday, November 2.

Mr. Panagos has been a practiving
attorney for 27 years. He previously
served as Union County’s First
Deputy County Council where he was
responsible for supervising the legal
department in connection with Union
County Social Services. He is cur-
rently a general practice lawyer with
an emphasis on family and estate
litigations.

“The Surrogate’s office is not badly
run,” Mr. Panagos told The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times. “But compassion
needs to emphasized coming from
the employees. They have to remem-
ber that the people coming in don’t do
this every day and they’re nervous.”

He said that the Surrogate’s office
needs to “be able to have acurate,
comprehensive and timely access to
records.” He said that he has heard of
cases where 20 year old files are
needed and the office has had trouble
locating them.

Mr. Panagos said that he will look
into the possible expansion of
evening hours throughout the county,
as it is difficult for people to get to
Elizabeth.

He said that it is important to have a
competent and honest person in the of-
fice of surrogate. Mr. Panagos explained
that the Surrogate plays a big role in the
appointment of guardians for children
and incompetent individuals. Even after
the guardian is appointed, the surrogate
must be diligent in making sure they are
doing right by their charge.
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Issues Need to be Addressed Before
Informed Vote Can be Made in Nov.

Walking Should be
Promoted for all Kids
On October 6, the elementary schools

had a Walk to School Day. Flyers were
handed out the week before titled “WE
WANT YOU TO WALK!” Kids were
asked to participate by completing the
attached form so they could get awards,
prizes, balloons and recognition. The
whole school was behind it and McKinley
did a great job! Did the high school also
participate in this?

When is Westfield High School (WHS)
going to have Walk to School Day? It is
great that walking is promoted for kids
between the ages of five to 10, but what
about the kids between the ages of 15-18?
May I suggest that the same “Walk to
School” approach be applied to WHS
students? Give WHS students flyers en-
titled “WE WANT YOU TO WALK!”
Offer them incentives to walk. How about
recognition for the ten kids that walk the
farthest? Perhaps prizes for a “Mile Plus
Club” for the kids that walk a mile or
more. I would respectfully suggest that
promoting a culture of walking to school
should be a focus of WHS, as well as the
grade schools.

Mike Nemeth
Westfield

Union County Prosecutor Asks
For Help to Put an End to Bullying

Women Are Urged To
Exercise Their Right

To Vote on November 2
The Woman’s Club of Westfield urges

women to get out and vote on November
2. Voting is a privilege, as well as a right.
When women take advantage of this hard
earned privilege, they are not only help-
ing to elect our political leaders, they are
saying “thanks” to the numerous women
who came before them and made women’s
suffrage a reality.

In the early 20th century, only men had
the “right” to vote. At that time, women
were relegated to cleaning, cooking, laun-
dering and having and raising children. It
was a “man’s world,” and the men who
ran it believed women should not be in-
volved in the election of political leaders.
A woman’s place was in the home.

But during years of protest, Women’s
Clubs across the nation were holding
meetings and marching to make the cause
of women’s suffrage known and under-
stood. Women’s Clubs helped to estab-
lish this powerful privilege. It is now our
individual responsibility to exercise that
hard earned right.

Dr. Anita C. Smith
President, Woman’s Club of

Westfield

Fanwood Resident Feels Statements
By GOP Were False and Misleading

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Balagan – A hut built on stilts by the

Tartars
2. Tantivy – A swift, full gallop
3. Taraxacin – A bitter substance from

the root of the common dandelion
4. Yoicks – A cry used for urging on the

hounds in fox hunting

RUNNEL
1. A small channel or watercourse
2. A marine fish that ascends rivers to

spawn
3. A large pole used to motivate a raft

down a stream
4. A small European hawk

GLACK
1. Soft sleet or hail
2. A narrow mountain pass
3. Corn meal, mush
4. Discontent

DAGSWAIN
1. A type of dagger
2. Small metal cuplike stand for hold-

ing hot coffee cups
3. A rough or coarse cover for a bed
4. A high, rocky hill

RUGOSE
1. Covered with wax
2. Tending to cause blisters
3. Having a rough and dry surface
4. Full of wrinkles or ridges

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

After hearing and reading the various
debates on the north side parking deck
project, I am still not clear on a number of
issues. In order for me to make an in-
formed vote on Tuesday, November 2,
the following information and topics
should be publicly addressed either at
town meetings or in publications such as
The Westfield Leader.

1) What is the current wait list for both
commuter and commercial parking? This
is the fundamental driver for the project.
It was previously disclosed that the origi-
nal list had instances of double counting
among parking lots. In addition, the take
rate for people approached for parking
was around 50 percent, yielding a lower
effective list. Has the list be been vetted
with new information?

2) Traffic: The north side deck will be
located on Prospect Street. The intersec-
tion of Prospect and East Broad currently
fails (unacceptable delay) and intersec-
tion of Prospect and East Dudley is at or
near capacity in the traffic study per-
formed by Edwards and Kelsey. Clearly,
the placement of the deck will generate
more traffic on these streets. What, if any,
mitigation can or will be performed? How
much will it cost?

3) Economics and Social Good: After
all this due diligence, it is clear that the
parking deck will not be self funding
based upon current market rates for park-

ing. As a result, the deck must be subsi-
dized. In the current plan, the subsidy is
coming from a system wide raise in rates.
This is money that would otherwise be
used by town for other expenses. While
on a percentage basis of total town rev-
enue this subsidy may not be large, I do
need some selling on this concept. Di-
verting money that can benefit the town
as whole to subsidize 250-300 net spaces
appears to benefit a few commuters and
commercial interests. I can accept a project
such as the library being subsidized since
the library benefits everyone in the town.
I would like to hear some explanation as
to how the town as a whole will benefit
from this parking project.

4) Financing: I understand that the town
typically issues 15 year bonds for projects
but that a 25 year bond is being issued.
What is the justification for a longer-term
bond and subsequently higher risk?

I would like to emphasize that it consis-
tently appears the major issue that over-
hangs any parking project is the traffic
impact. Both everyday driving experi-
ences and statistics gathered by traffic-
engineering firms indicate that the town
as a whole (both South and Northside) has
a traffic problem. Improving the traffic
flow in the town should supercede any
parking deck development.

Nick Karter
Westfield

I feel that I must respond to the false and
misleading statements being made by the
Fanwood Republicans, who are running
against Democratic Council President Kathy
Mitchell and Councilman Joe Higgins.

The first false statement concerns mu-
nicipal spending under the 2004 operat-
ing budget, the first year of Mayor Col-
leen Mahr’s term. Spending did not go up
as is being claimed by the Republican
candidates. In fact, Mayor Mahr, with the
help of Council President Kathy Mitchell,
reduced Fanwood’s spending by about
$50,000 according to the borough’s fi-
nance officer.

The second statement has the Republi-
can candidates touting the previous plan
for Fanwood’s downtown redevelopment
as a good one. Wasn’t that the plan that
called for up to 120 housing units while
having no discussion about how to deal
with the traffic impact? It was not what the
people of Fanwood wanted and we said so
last year by voting against those officials
who supported it. I thought that at least the
Republican council candidates would have
realized that and would now be listening to
the people – I guess they are not. I, for one,
do not want someone on the borough coun-
cil who is not listening to us or acting in our
best interest.

The third misleading statement is about
La Grande Park. They are complaining
that the field realignment has “been on

ice” even though the funds have been
available for several years. Let’s remem-
ber that before 2004, the town’s govern-
ment was controlled by the Republicans
(2000-2003) and they failed to do any-
thing about the park. This year Demo-
cratic Councilman Joe Higgins and Coun-
cil President Kathy Mitchell are taking
the lead by actually presenting a good
plan for the realignment and finding addi-
tional money for this project.

The last falsehood the Republican can-
didates make is that not enough money
was cut from this year’s budget. They
conveniently forget that for four years
when they controlled the council, the
Republicans did nothing to reduce the
budget. The two Republicans on the coun-
cil this year made no public suggestions
about where the town budget could be
reduced, and they opposed the mayor
when she successfully sought property
tax relief from Trenton. I guess the Re-
publican candidates want fewer police?
Or maybe no annual bulk trash pick up?
We need experienced leaders like Coun-
cil President Kathy Mitchell and profes-
sional land use planners like Councilman
Joe Higgins on the Fanwood Borough
Council and not newcomers with no ex-
perience who only offer the failed past as
our future.

Donna Zucker
Fanwood

All across our nation this month, Ameri-
cans will participate in programs that aim
to prevent domestic violence, child abuse
and bullying.

When I was growing up, society ac-
cepted bullying as a normal part of grow-
ing up, and that sometimes a life lesson
could be learned by standing up to the
person who was bullying you. But the
world is a different place today and the
tragic events on April 20th, 1999 at Col-
umbine High School called us to attention.

As Union County’s chief law enforce-
ment officer, I have jurisdiction over all
crimes committed in the county, and our
staff works each day to investigate, arrest
and prosecute criminals. We also dedi-
cate many resources toward preventing
crime and intervening before situations
get out of hand. The prosecutor’s office
has taken a leadership role in the county’s
anti-bullying, anti-violence, anti-drug and
anti-gang educational efforts.

We are trying to protect our youth, our
most valuable resource. In every criminal
act, there are perpetrators and victims,
who both suffer short and long-term con-
sequences. The physical and emotional
scars of the victims are real, and we work
with those who are scarred, battered or
emotionally traumatized each day,

whether in our Victim/Witness Advo-
cacy, Child Abuse, Domestic Violence or
Juvenile Justice Units.

On September 6, 2001, New Jersey
became one of 15 states to pass legislation
addressing bullying, harassment and in-
timidation. The law requires every school
district to have a policy in place to address
prevention strategies and stop this nega-
tive behavior, thereby making school per-
sonnel accountable for intervention at the
earliest detection. But schools are not
solely responsible for combating bully-
ing, drugs and violence. Adult interven-
tion is required no matter where children,
youth or young adults chat or congregate.

Bullying, harassment, and intimida-
tion are common anti-social and aggres-
sive behaviors, and pervasive forms of
violence, which should not and cannot be
accepted as “a normal rite of passage.”

I urge you to join us in proactive work
to help stop the pain that bullying causes
and to intervene for the sake of our chil-
dren and all youth who are affected by the
ravages of drugs, violence and gang ac-
tivity. They are our future, and they de-
serve our help and protection.

Theodore Romankow
Prosecutor of Union County

Landlords, Tenants, Residents Should
Treat Each Other With Respect

I was downtown last Saturday morning,
in an establishment on East Broad, when I
heard a loud pounding on the back door.
When the young woman who worked there
went to answer it, she was met with a
barrage of insults and threats hurled toward
her by the landlord regarding a car that had
apparently been parked in the wrong spot.

Although she had closed the door behind
her (since she was used to her landlord acting
this way), the decibel of his voice and its
vitriol could still clearly be heard through the
thickness of the door. When she came back
in to get the employee to whom the car in
question belonged, she too was met with an
equally thunderous eruption.

Finally, I couldn’t stand to hear these
young women castigated any longer, I
opened the door myself and asked the man
to please calm down. He then began to
threaten me by saying that he would make
sure I was out of a job. When I informed him
that I didn’t work there but was merely a
citizen of this town that didn’t appreciate his
tone taken with these young women, he said
I should go back inside and that this matter
didn’t concern me. But it does.

I realize that landlords in effect “own
this town” but I have to say, coming from
a family who has owned both businesses
and commercial buildings in central New
Jersey, I have never witnessed the strangle-
hold that seems to go on here in Westfield.

My family has always had a nurturing
relationship with the businesses, small or
large, in our buildings. And of course, I’m
not saying all Westfield landlords act as
horribly as this one, however, I have yet to
hear about an instance where property own-
ers are actually working with the merchants.

Instead, I hear stories like the one from
the owners of a small antique shop, bul-
lied and harangued by their neighboring
landlord who insisted they move their
outdoor merchandise because he wanted

to drive in front of their store (which faces
a parking lot) in order to more conve-
niently exit onto Elm instead of Prospect.
With no regard for their merchandise or
even their customers, his only concern
was how quickly he could exit the parking
lot. What ever happened to civility?

Those who support the building of a
garage like to point back to the state of the
downtown 15 years ago when there were
several vacancies. Yet, very few people
realize that the reason for those vacancies
was because many of the landlords kept
rents sky high hoping to attract the lucrative
chains. And guess what? They succeeded!

No one promised the Gap, Williams
Sonoma or Starbucks a parking garage.
Yet they obviously checked out the demo-
graphics and are running successful busi-
nesses. In fact, several years ago, the Gap
even wanted to open a third store in our
downtown…is that we really want, or need?

I realize the mayor likes to talk about
progress and to keep Westfield moving
forward, but I feel his priorities couldn’t
be more off course. There are so many
issues in this town that have gone virtu-
ally ignored in favor of his single-minded,
full-steam-ahead attitude towards build-
ing a garage, any garage. Even in the lot
that was rated the worst possible location
according to parking studies that he com-
missioned and paid for with hundreds of
thousands of taxpayer dollars!

I shudder to imagine what Westfield
will become if and when this garage is
built. Let’s think about what is really
important for this town and the safety of
our families. Let’s think about the values
we’d like to impart to our children and the
reason most Westfielders chose this com-
munity. Lets say enough is enough.

Maria Boyes
Westfield
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On Page 5

Our Spirit Proves to Be Strong;
Pancake Breakfast a Huge Success
The Support Our Troops Pancake Breakfast Satur-

day at the Westfield Armory was an enormous suc-
cess. Congratulations are due to all the organizers
and to those who attended. Over 75 companies and
private individuals donated goods and services, while
dozens of individuals volunteered their labor to cook
and serve food that day.

The benefit was for the families of our National
Guard soldiers serving on active duty and soon to be
in Iraq. Some of our local soldiers are already over
there. The turnout for the breakfast was huge. Per-
haps more than 1,000 attended. People from all over
the region supported the event.

For example, several shuttle buses arrived, among
them one was from Kenilworth. Mayor John Gregorio
from Linden was spotted in the crowd. Congressman
Michael Ferguson of Warren wore an apron as he
served tables — and an hour later, his challenger for
the office on November 2, Colonel USMC (ret.)
Steve Brozak took over waiting duties. Westfield
Mayor Greg McDermott and his wife, Andrea, mixed
with the crowd and the organizers. Senator Thomas
Kean, Jr. dined with families alongside Phil Morin,
former mayor of Cranford.

Volunteers from Fanwood were among the serv-
ers, and a couple from Springfield and a family from
Roselle Park were just a few of the folks from
neighboring towns who turned out for the event.
There was a 20-minute wait at one point due to the
overflow crowd. This steady stream continued for
four hours.

The event was upbeat and attended by families,
friends and supporters of all ages, representing a
diverse social group. There were no speeches and all
were proud to be there. Additionally, individuals
were stationed outside to direct people where to park

and enter the building.
The success of the event left the organizers and

sponsors beaming. They included the 117th Cal-
vary Association, American Legion Post No. 3,
Atlas Pythagoras Lodge No. 10 Free and Accepted
Masons, Caring Hearts from Home, Knights of
Columbus Council No. 1711, the Lions Club of
New Jersey District 16E and the Woman’s Club of
Westfield.

The last time we saw an event of such magnitude
at the armory was the V2K dinner dance celebration
in November of 2000 — an event for the millennium.
Over 700 attended.

The V2K Veterans 2000 Dinner Dance was held on
Saturday, November 11, 2000 at the Armory. The
Westfield Historical Society, the New Jersey Depart-
ment of Military and Veterans Affairs and the Re-
serve Officers Association of New Jersey hosted this
gala event to raise funds for veterans’ causes in the
state and to honor America’s veterans. “Specifically,
we are raising funds that will be donated to the New
Jersey Disabled Veterans for the purchase of much
needed transportation,” Westfield Historical Society
President Donald Mokrauer said at the time.

Brian Mueller, Chairman of the event, organized
broad-based participation from many groups for this
program. The late Charles Brown of the Society
served as treasurer for the gala.

Little did we know back then that we’d encounter
the dastardly events of 9/11 and find our troops at
war in Afghanistan and Iraq. The gala in 2000 was to
thank and celebrate all those who kept us free in the
past – our veterans. In contrast, the event last Satur-
day celebrated all those currently fighting and keep-
ing us free at the present.

Our spirit proves still to be strong.

McDermott Defends Transparency of Parking Process
And Accomplishments of Westfield Council This Year

I find it alarming that in a letter sub-
mitted to the editor last week, a Westfield
resident felt that information on the re-
development plan has not been available
to the public. Clearly, the author has not
been in attendance over the past two
years during the public presentations
made by Desman Associates, Edwards
and Kelcey, HKT Nassau and other pro-
fessionals outlining the plan and strat-
egy for our proposed parking improve-
ments.

These very same presentations have
also been rebroadcast on TV36 on a
regularly scheduled basis. In addition,
there is a website available on which any
resident can read the reports and learn
about the proposed project at
westfieldredevelopmentproject.com.

The author may not agree with the
results of the council’s work; he is en-
titled to his opinion, but he cannot accu-
rately accuse the council or members of
the administration of not having informa-
tion available. This has been a transpar-
ent process as evidenced by the many
comments we have received about the
proposed project.

I also take exception to the author
faulting the council for discussing the

deck at the expense of other town priori-
ties. Over the past year, we have over-
seen the implementation of more than $1
million worth of infrastructure improve-
ments including road repaving, sewer
improvements and sidewalk replace-
ment.

We have established a daily fee pro-
gram for commuter parking and continue
to add technological improvements to our
parking system. We have continued to
upgrade and replace important safety
equipment for our emergency personnel.

We are also working hard to establish
new ordinances for stronger regulations
regarding demolitions of existing homes
and curbing the size of new homes being
built in neighborhoods.

The council, working with the recre-
ation commission, helped establish a new
maintenance program to improve our
parks and fields and as members of the
Westfield Memorial Pool can attest to,
new bathroom facilities were completed
at Memorial Pool in time for use this
summer.

These are just some of the things that
we have accomplished recently and while
discussions about parking seem to domi-
nate our meetings, the council continues

to work on the many other important
issues facing our town.

Finally, since the author has clearly not
attended council meetings, he cannot com-
ment on the often ugly tone that too many
of these meetings have assumed. How-
ever, his comments about me sadly re-
flect the ongoing personal attacks directed
at council members both during meetings
and in this paper as a result of the parking
discussions.

As a lifelong resident of this commu-
nity, I am disheartened by the mean spir-
ited discourse surrounding a parking is-
sue that dates back more than three de-
cades. There are no personal agendas in
play and no council member will benefit
in anyway as a result of a parking pro-
posal. We are all volunteers who are
willing to give up a great deal of personal
and family time to ensure the future vital-
ity of our hometown.

Regardless of what issue may come
before the council in the months ahead,
parking or otherwise, I sincerely hope
that name-calling will not become a new
and unfortunate part of council proceed-
ings.

Greg McDermott
Mayor of Westfield

Letters to the Editor

Candidate Objects to
Reelection Mailings

Garwood residents received a letter
today signed by Freeholders Sullivan and
Kowalski who are running in the Nov.
2nd election. It tells residents what they’ve
done for them. It is on Union County
letterhead yet it has paid for by their
campaign language on the bottom.

I find it disturbing that county govern-
ment is allowing their freeholders to con-
fuse taxpayers/voters as to where the mes-
sage is coming from. This should not be
allowed to happen in a democratic society.

Most people don’t know if the message
they are getting is coming from the politi-
cal party or the county government. What
results is the all Democratic Freeholder
Board has the taxpayers paying a huge
chunk of their campaign expenses. I docu-
mented that they spent upwards of
$620,000 of tax dollars on last years cam-
paign season alone.

Why is the press allowing this propa-
ganda to go under-reported? Mentioning
it once a year isn’t enough. If you exposed
what they are doing every time they did it,
they just might have to stop.

As it stands now, it’s working great for
them. They have the taxpayers paying for
their successful “Image Building Cam-
paign” and then voting them back into
office, without ever knowing that they
helped pay for their political campaign.

Tina Renna
Cranford

Editor’s note: Mrs. Renna is the wife of
Joe Renna, GOP Candidate for Union
County Freeholder.
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Corporate Events • Business Meetings
Teambuilding Events • Wine Tasting Events

Private Group Cooking Class Events
Weddings • Engagement Parties
Rehearsal Dinners • Fundraisers

The James Ward MansionThe James Ward Mansion
of Westfieldof Westfield

Corporate Events • Business Meetings
Teambuilding Events • Wine Tasting Events

Private Group Cooking Class Events
Weddings • Engagement Parties
Rehearsal Dinners • Fundraisers

Call Josephine Gallagher, Managing Agent, at
908-389-0014 for additional information and pricing.

Call Josephine Gallagher, Managing Agent, at
908-389-0014 for additional information and pricing.

JON M. BRAMNICK

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ
MITTERHOFF

GRABAS & WOODRUFF

1827 East Second Street
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

908-322-7000
E mail: jonbramnick@jonbramnick.com

Certified Civil Trial Attorney
Personal Injury Law

Do You Have To
Go To Court?

BIRTHDAY BLANKETS…David Parker of Westfield, a second grader at Wil-
son School, asked his classmates and friends to bring a blanket to his birthday
party instead of a gift. The blankets were then donated to the First Presbyterian
Church of Elizabeth where the youth of the Presbyterian Church of Westfield run
the AGAPE program which serves dinner and offers clothing every Wednesday
night to people in need of assistance. When the people heard that the blankets were
donated for David’s birthday, dozens lined up and sang Happy Birthday.

Site of Proposed Parking Garage
Will Cause More Harm Than Good

More Letters to the Editor Residents Need All the Facts Before
Decision on Decks Can Be Made

On September 14, the following Neigh-
borhood and School Impact Survey was
presented to the Mayor and Council at
their public Westfield Town Council
Meeting.

This survey was completed the week
before to demonstrate the number of resi-
dences and students who would be af-
fected by a Redevelopment Project at
Prospect and Elm Streets. Numbers were
compiled by reviewing zoning maps,
counting the number of residences on the
street, speaking to building owners and to
the Westfield post office to obtain accu-
rate numbers for multi-unit dwellings.

In obtaining the number of school aged
students, the Westfield Board of Educa-
tion was consulted, as well as directors of
the other school based programs in the
immediate area. There are a total of 233
residences in the immediate area of the
proposed parking garage. Residences from
E. Broad to Dudley include; Prospect St.-
129, Elm St.-16, Clark St.-26, plus the
Redeemer Lutheran Church and School;
Ludlow and Nelson Place -15,
Cowperthwaite Place - 20, Ferris Place -
7 plus two “Y” buildings. East Broad
Street: from Elm to Prospect St.- 20.

There is a total of 1,920 school-aged
children who enter this area of town each
weekday to attend a school-based pro-
gram. Franklin Elementary School - 593,
Roosevelt Middle School - 750, Redeemer
Lutheran Church School - 90, Methodist
Church Wesley Hall Preschool - 200 and
the “Y” based programs.  The “Y” Elm
Street location (First Baptist Church) -
Childcare - 120, and Kindergarten - 16. 
The “Y” Clark Street location has the
morning Wraparound - 25 and afternoon
Wraparound - 50 and the half-day pre-
school - 76.

The location of the proposed parking
garage will only exacerbate the current
traffic and safety problems already exist-
ing in this area. According to the Edwards
and Kelsey Traffic Study, Prospect Street

is rated one of the worst streets in our
town, with the intersection of E. Broad
and Prospect receiving a failed rating of
“F”. The study also indicated the inter-
section at Prospect and E. Dudley is cur-
rently “at capacity” with a rating of “E”
and will be downgraded to an “F” follow-
ing the construction of a parking garage
located on Prospect and Elm.

On October 6, National Walk your
Child to School Day, a friend of mine was
struck by a car at the intersection of Pros-
pect and Dudley while crossing in the
middle of the unmanned crosswalk. She
was able to throw her son to the side of the
road to avoid being hit. She sustained a
sprained arm and broken wrist needing a
full arm cast.

The next day, I was the third car in-
volved in an accident at the intersection of
Cowperthwaite and Prospect, on my way
to afternoon pick-up at Franklin School.
While waiting my turn at the stop sign,
two cars collided in the intersection in
front of me and then hit my car following
their impact.

According to the accident reports I
obtained from the police department, there
have been 43 accidents on Dudley Road.
In the last 22 months. There have also
been 16 accidents on Cowperthwaite in
the last 22 months.

Traffic and safety issues should be a
top priority in evaluating the appropriate-
ness of a Redevelopment Project at the
Prospect and Elm location.

Clearly, as seen by the numbers of
residences, and school students that this
plan would impact on a daily basis, and
given the existing traffic and safety is-
sues, this project is the wrong priority, the
wrong plan and the wrong place.

For these reasons and other concerns, I
will be voting ‘No’ on the referendum
question November 2.

Sharon Stockwell
Westfield

Like many, I have followed the park-
ing issues over the last two years in the
paper and at council meetings. But with
the many changes, we all need a summary
document of what is finally proposed and
why. Last week I stopped in at the
Westfield Mayor’s office to see is such a
fact sheet on the parking garage proposal
was available. The two people I spoke
with were very helpful in answering my
questions, but no fact sheet was available
– less than one month from when citizens
are to vote on this proposal. Incredible!

I did learn that one was under develop-
ment, but not final. Further, our town
council has not yet decided how to dis-
tribute it. This appears to be a ‘no brainer.’
In spite of those who may protest the cost,
the answer is to mail it to every resident,
and as soon as possible. This puts the
burden on each resident to review the
material, ask further questions and de-
cide. Placing the information at the mu-
nicipal building, library or “mail on re-
quest” does not serve the citizens of
Westfield.

I further asked why the sale income of
$2 million wouldn’t be used to lower the
debt, and was told it was for a reserve for
later costs, maintenance, etc. I under-
stand the concept of the project (25 years)
of the full $10 million, and of the reduced
$8 million. The savings are probably more
than the $2 million reserve. I also learned
that this is the model the council has
adopted for now, but it could change after

Managing Piece Meal Redevelopment
Should be Local Govt.’s First Priority

the election.
In other words, nothing we are being

told is cast in concrete, forgive the pun,
and since this is a non-binding vote, we
have no guarantees.

After 22 years in this town, I believe we
have a parking problem, but not to the
extent it has been portrayed. I also think
that the proposed Prospect location is the
best place if a garage were to be built, not
at the train station and never for non-
Westfield commuters. However well in-
tentioned the mayor and council are, I
believe we are best served by voting no and
sending a clear signal to our representa-
tives that this parking problem needs to be
better handled and communicated better.

Other measures have not been ad-
equately taken. For example, we have
been told the parking group doesn’t have
the resources to stop meter feeding by
employees. I learned that this is because
the council doesn’t want to aggravate
them before a garage is built. Since there
is employee parking now on Broad and
Central that we can’t/won’t get employ-
ees into, who is to say we will get them
into a garage?

If the merchants are so gung ho on
parking improvements, let them help en-
force the “no meter feeding.” After all,
they have to see their employees running
in and out. We need some full disclosure
all around.

Joe Bruscia
Westfield

While Rome Burns, Westfield has in-
vested more than two years in the current
parking debate that, if built, would alter
the character and finances of the town for
years to come. But while our council
representatives rightfully ponder this im-
portant decision, an almost wonton rape
of Westfield is occurring before our eyes.

For the past three years and at a seem-
ingly ever increasing rate, home after
home are being leveled and being re-
placed with large, out of scale buildings
that tower over their neighbors.

Built in accordance with the existing
zoning and town ordinances, these new
properties create a conundrum for the
town. While their higher taxes feed the
voracious town coffers, their very exist-
ence and the disruptions they create dur-
ing their building threaten the very fabric
of the neighborhoods they so covet.

We can debate the need for parking decks
in downtown Westfield for years but the
changes to Benson and Coolidge and Can-
terbury and Shadowlawn are permanent.

The so-called small town charm and
Colonial character of Westfield is being
permanently altered by these large out of
scale homes that change these neighbor-
hoods forever.

While the town’s focus has been on
building one or two structures in the busi-
ness district, why is there no discussion
about effectively managing the piece meal
re-development of Westfield?

I call upon the mayor and the town
council to exercise the leadership we have
entrusted to them to reach out and utilize
the resources and expertise of the plan-
ning boards and the architectural review,
historic preservation and tree preserva-
tion commissions to more effectively

manage and control the pace and nature of
the development process.

While all of Westfield has focused on
the decks the developers have been able to
pick the town apart. It’s time to decide
what kind of town we want to leave our
children. And it’s time our representatives
represent the interests of their constituents.

Michael Snizek
Westfield

Legislation Sponsored by Kean to Help
Local Officials Improve Traffic Safety
AREA – Legislation sponsored by

Senator Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21) that would
allow local officials to determine where
to place stop or yield signs at intersections
without the permission of the Commis-
sioner of Transportation passed the Sen-
ate Transportation Committee. Currently,
only counties can place a stop or yield
sign at an intersection without the prior
approval of the state.

“Returning control of our local streets
to our hometown officials will help make
our streets safer,” Senator Kean said.
“Local officials are more flexible and
able to react in a more timely manner to
changes in traffic patterns or traffic vol-
ume.”

This legislation would allow munici-
palities to designate by ordinance or reso-
lution any intersection as a stop or yield
intersection without the approval of the
State Commissioner of Transportation.
The measure would also permit a munici-
pality to erect stop signs within 500 feet
of a school or playground. This bill would
only apply to streets that are self-con-
tained within a municipality.

The bill will also allow counties to set
speed limits, designate no parking zones
and cross walks, erect stop or yield signs
and paint median and shoulder lines on
self-contained county roads without the
approval of the Department of Transpor-
tation.

Westfield Woman Struck By Car Urges
Residents to Vote No on Parking Deck
I would encourage Westfield residents

to vote “no” on the parking deck question,
November 2. I believe the location is
wrong as shown by the traffic studies
done by the town council. The reports
clearly support this. Almost every inter-
section on Prospect Street receives a fail-
ing mark (six out of seven). It does not
seem logical to add more traffic to an
already dangerously congested area.

This is not a case of Not In My Back
Yard (NIMBY) as described by a few
people. This is a personal safety issue to
me. On Wednesday, October 6, National
Walk your Child to School Day, I was
struck by a car at the intersection of Pros-
pect and Dudley, by an impatient driver
while walking my seven year old son to
Franklin Elementary School. I pushed
my son out of the cars way and was struck
on the right side. My wrist is broken and
I will have a cast for eight to 10 weeks on
my right arm. I am extremely angry that
the town would even consider putting a
parking deck on Prospect Street because
they are already aware that this area is

currently unsafe due to traffic volume and
congestion. This is not a NIMBY issue
but a quality of life issue. I have every
right to walk my son to school in the
morning without fear of being hurt, but
especially on a day that was a school
sponsored event. The mayor must step
back from his entrenched position and
address these safety concerns before
something more serious happens in this
area. I urge all Westfield residents to send
a message to the mayor and vote “no” on
the parking garage.

Patti Dazzo
Westfield

HOMES OF HOPE…Ms. Karen
Brotea of the Edison Rotary Club was
the featured speaker at the Westfield
Rotary meeting on October 12. She
spoke of the “Homes of Hope” project
in Ecuador. Pictured above, left to right,
are: Ms. Brotea and Nancy Jackson,
Vice President of the Westfield Rotary.

Vote:
Next Tuesday, October
26, is the last day for
residents to mail absen-
tee ballots.

Harden Sale

SAVE
50% OFF

All

Solid Cherry Bedrooms
& Dining Rooms

Mackie Furniture
Established in 1892

320 Somerset Street, North Plainfield

Featuring Statton, Nichols & Stone and Moosehead
Madison Square, Lexington, Stanley and Many More

908-756-3274
Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri. & Sat. 10 to 5

For Holiday Delivery

Call for directions and pricing
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520 South Avenue 
Westfield, NJ 07090

908.301.0800 

44 Elm Street
Westfield, NJ 07090

908.518.9333

www.townbank.com

I N S U R E D

*APY = Annual Percentage Yield. $1,000.00 minimum to open. Substantial penalty for
early withdrawal. Offer for a limited time only and subject to change without notice.

“Over the Top”
CD Rates!

2 %
APY.75

Ask us about our other
great CD rates and terms.

Check out our 18-month CD

Hurry–
Limited Time Only!

*

CLASSES FOR CHILDREN (5 TO 8) & TEENAGERS (12 TO 15)
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SPECIAL CLASSES FOR SENIORS

HATHA, ASHTANGA, KUNDALINI, RAJA, MEDITATION

Monday Nov. 1, from 4:00 to 7:00 pm
Thursday Nov. 4, from 12:00 to 4:00 pm
Saturday Nov. 6, from 1:00 to 4:00 pm
Monday Nov. 8, from 4:00 to 7:00 pm

Call for a brochure or visit www.nicolesyogacenter.com

NICOLE’S YOGA CENTER, LLC
94 NORTH AVE. GARWOOD  •  (908) 789-6426

Nicole has taught more than 22,000 Yoga classes in NJ since 1980

OPEN HOUSE DAYS:

NEW PROGRAM
STARTS NOV. 8

YOGA

24 CLASSES

PER WEEK

SINCE 1988

FREE
Introductory

Class

Wednesday, Nov. 3 @ 8:30 pm
Saturday, Oct. 30 @ 2:00 pm

or by appointment

The Chelsea at Fanwood is pleased to host a

Halloween
Inter-Generational

Pumpkin Painting Party
Come join our residents for a fun hour of

pumpkin painting!  We’ll provide the 
pumpkins, paint, and goodie bag!

This program is part of The Chelsea’s ongoing commitment to professional and community involvement 
and family education.

w w w. c h e l s e a s e n i o r l i v i n g . c o m

RSVP by October 27th
Call 908-654-5200

Open to the Public - Please join us for this fun afternoon! -
Everyone is welcomed! 

295 South Avenue

WHEN:
Thursday, October 28

TIME:
2:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.

WHERE:
THE CHELSEA at Fanwood

Ms. Katherine Billie
Marries Scott DeVito

MR. AND MRS. SCOTT DEVITO
(She is the former Ms. Katherine Billie)

Gong-Sloan Family
Welcomes An-lin

Victor Sloan and Sandra Gong of
Scotch Plains, together with their
daughter, Mei-lin Sloan, have an-
nounced the adoption of Mei-lin’s
younger sister, An-lin Eileen Gong
Sloan.

An-lin was born on August 1, 2003
in Dapu, Guangdong, China, adopted
on September 24, 2004 in Guangzhou,
China, and returned home to Scotch
Plains on October 8.

An-lin’s maternal grandmother is
May Gong of Jackson Heights, N.Y.

Her paternal grandparents are Gilbert
and Sonia Sloan of Wilmington, Del.

Ms. Katherine Billie, the daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Robert Billie of
Rahway, was married on Friday, July
2, to Scott DeVito. He is the son of
Mr. and Mrs. Dominic DeVito of
Westfield.

The afternoon nuptials took place
at the Immaculate Heart of Mary
Roman Catholic Church of Scotch
Plains, with the bride given in mar-
riage by her father. A reception fol-
lowed at The Manor in West Orange.

Both the bride and the bridegroom
graduated in 1995 from Union Catho-
lic Regional High School in Scotch
Plains.

The bride earned a bachelor’s de-
gree from Rutgers University in New
Brunswick and a master’s degree from
Columbia University in New York
City. She currently is employed in
Montclair.

The bridegroom is a graduate of
Loyola College in Baltimore, Md.
and is employed in New York City.

A bridal shower, hosted by the
mother of the bride, was held in May
at Garlic Rose in Cranford.

The parents of the bridegroom
hosted the rehearsal dinner the night
before the wedding at Ferraro’s in
Westfield.

Following a wedding trip to Italy,
the couple resides in Hoboken.

Miller-Cory Invites Families
For Halloween Festivities

Lions’ White Cane Day
To Be Held Saturday
WESTFIELD — The Westfield

Lions Club will hold its annual White
Cane Day this Saturday, October 23,
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. at Drug Fair on
North Avenue in Westfield.

In exchange for a donation, mem-
bers of the public will receive a White
Cane sticker symbolizing the Lions’
support for the blind and sight con-
servation.

The club can be contacted at P.O.
Box 572, Westfield 07091. The Rev-
erend Lois Schembs is club Presi-
dent.

17th Annual Umbrella Gala
To Benefit CSH Patients

Meeting Set For Tomorrow
Concerning Reeve House

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Historical Society will hold a meet-
ing tomorrow, Friday, October 22, at
7:30 p.m. concerning the Reeve
House, the proposed Westfield His-
tory Town Museum.

It will take place in the Community
Room of the Westfield Municipal Build-
ing, located at 425 East Broad Street.

A three-story Victorian house, the
Reeve House is located at 314 Moun-
tain Avenue in Westfield and adjoins
Mindowaskin Park. Edgar Reeve,
through a tax agreement with the Town
of Westfield, willed the four-acre
property to the town with the under-

standing that it would not be sold or
used for commercial purposes.

Mr. Reeve’s interest in history and
preservation of his property, along with
the Historical Society’s need for a per-
manent home, led the society to seek a
lease of the property from the town.

Margaret Westfield, co-owner of
Westfield Architects and Preserva-
tion Consultants, who was hired by
the society to evaluate the Reeve
House for use as a museum, will give
her preliminary report.

She will provide a room-by-room
slide presentation showing how the
Reeve House can be used by the His-
torical Society to store its archives
under the right controls and condi-
tions, while also functioning as a mu-
seum to display its extensive holdings.

The Westfield Historical Society
currently has an 18-month option with
the Town of Westfield in which it
must decide if the Reeve House can
be adapted for the society’s use as a
museum and, if adaptable, whether
the society will be able to get the
necessary member and public sup-
port to raise the required funds for a
permanent lease with the town.

Members of the public are invited
to attend tomorrow’s meeting. Fol-
lowing Mrs. Westfield’s presentation,
there will be a question-and-answer
period, as well as a discussion of the
recommendations.

WESTFIELD – The Miller-Cory
House Museum in Westfield will
present “Halloween Hocus Pocus” this
Sunday, October 24, from 2 to 4:30
p.m. It is described as ideal for chil-
dren age two-and-a-half through seven.

Youngsters will be greeted at the
door of the 1740 farmhouse, located
at 614 Mountain Avenue. Activities
will include “The Versatile Pumpkin
– from seed to Jack-O-Lantern to
pie;” Halloween stories; playacting
and face painting.

Children also will be able to make
Halloween crafts to take home, and
refreshments will be served by the
“Good Witches.”

The fee is $3 per child and adults
may attend for free. Participants are
encouraged to wear Halloween cos-
tumes. The museum will be closed on
Sunday, October 31.

On Sunday, November 7, an An-
tiques Appraisal Affair will take place
at the museum from 2 to 5 p.m. Mem-
bers of the public are invited to bring
their hand-carried heirlooms and col-
lectibles to be evaluated by local an-
tique dealers.

For more information about the
museum and its many volunteer op-
portunities, please call the museum
office weekday mornings at (908)
232-1776.

MOUNTAINSIDE — The
Children’s Specialized Hospital
Foundation will hold its 17th Annual
Umbrella Gala to benefit Children’s
Specialized Hospital (CSH) on Sat-
urday, November 13, at Pier Sixty,
Chelsea Piers in New York City.

The black-tie fundraiser ball, be-
ginning at 6:30 p.m., will include
cocktails, dinner, a luxury silent auc-
tion and entertainment by Starlight
Orchestras. Jessica Galli, a former
CSH patient and current paralympian,
will speak at the event.

The event will honor Kohl’s De-
partment Stores, which for the past
four years has maintained a partner-
ship with the Children’s Specialized
Hospital Foundation.

Several times a year, the national
chain offers special items for sale at

its stores and then donates proceeds
to a charitable organization. Through
the Kohl’s Cares for Kids® Children’s
Hospital Program, more than
$500,000 has been raised for CSH,
helping to build a wheelchair acces-
sible playground, child-friendly hos-
pital lobby and other facilities.

Headquartered in Mountainside,
CSH has additional facilities in
Fanwood, Freehold, Hamilton,
Millburn, Newark, Roselle Park and
Toms River. The Children’s Special-
ized Hospital Foundation is a nonprofit
charitable organization that raises funds
to support CSH programs and services.

Sponsorships and individual tick-
ets are still available. For more infor-
mation, please call Theresa Leinker
at the Children’s Specialized Hospi-
tal Foundation, at (908) 301-5463.

‘Tricky Tray’ November 3
To Benefit Make-A-Wish

COUNTY — On Wednesday, No-
vember 3, the Union County Volun-
teers of the Make-A-Wish Founda-
tion of New Jersey will host a “Tricky
Tray” event at Arthur L. Johnson High
School on Westfield Avenue in Clark.

The program will run from 6:30 to
11 p.m., with drawings beginning
promptly at 8 p.m. An assortment of
gifts, restaurant gift certificates and
other items will be available.

All funds raised by the event will
be used to grant wishes to children
with life-threatening medical condi-
tions in the local community.

“Each year we increase the number

of wishes we grant here in New Jersey,
and with that comes an increase in
cost,” stated Michael Oakes, Assistant
Director of Development and Director
of Special Events and Stewardship for
the Make-A-Wish Foundation.

“Local fundraisers are an excellent
source of funding to help us make
sure that no medically eligible child
in the state of New Jersey goes with-
out a wish,” he added.

This adult event includes a $5 en-
trance donation and refreshments. Door
prizes will be awarded along with a 50/
50 raffle. For ticket information, please
call Kathy at (908) 654-4888.

‘Y’ Men’s Club to Sponsor
Halloween Parade Oct. 31

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Area “Y”’s Men’s Club will host its
44th annual Halloween Parade and
Costume Contest on Sunday, Octo-
ber 31.

Participants are asked to assemble
at the Elm Street Field in Westfield at
12:45 p.m. Judging of costumes will
take place between 12:45 and 1:15
p.m., and free treat bags will be given
to participating children.

The parade will begin at 1:15 p.m.
from Elm Street Field and travel up
Elm Street to East Broad Street and
into Mindowaskin Park. Leading the
parade will be a Westfield Fire De-
partment truck and the Westfield High

School Marching Band.
Awards will be given following the

parade at the gazebo in the park.
Ribbons will be awarded for first,
second and third place for each age
group. For groups of five or more,
cash prizes will be awarded for first
($35), second ($25) and third ($15).
Children of all ages, up through fifth
grade, may participate.

The “Y” Men’s Club is a nonprofit
organization best known for its Christ-
mas Tree Sale at the Elm Street Field.
New members are always welcome.
Interested persons are asked to con-
tact the Westfield Area “Y” at (908)
233-2700 for more details.

Temple Sisterhood
Sets Rummage Sale

CRANFORD – The Sisterhood of
Temple Beth-El Mekor Chayim will
conduct its annual Rummage Sale on
Sunday, October 24, from 9 a.m. to 4
p.m.

The sale will take place in the
temple, located at 338 Walnut Av-
enue in Cranford.

According to Jessica Hoff-
Gottschalk, event Chairwoman, the
sale will feature men’s, women’s and
children’s clothing, plus household
items, bric-a-brac, toys and miscella-
neous items. For more information,
please call the temple at (908) 276-
9231 during business hours.

Back To Nature

13 Walnut Avenue, Cranford New Jersey

A REAL
HEALTH FOOD

STORE & GROCERY

908-276-4270

Fresh

Ground

Peanut

Butter

While You

Wait

Atkins
Low Carb

Diet Foods
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Get Your Holiday Shopping Done Early at The 
 

SHOP ‘TIL YOU DROP 
Vendor Boutique 

 
Tuesday, October 26, 2004 

11:00 am  – 5:00 pm 

Temple Emanu-El, 756 East Broad Street, Westfield NJ 
 

More than 25 vendors offering distinctive selections for your home and wardrobe: 

women’s and children’s clothing, handbags, jewelry, books, 

 home accessories, unique gifts, stationary and more 

 
Free admission, open to the public 

 
For more information and directions call 908-232-6770 

 

Sponsored by Sisterhood Temple Emanu-El, Westfield NJ.  Proceeds to benefit 

teen and children’s programs. 

Wisdom’s Light to Search
For God’s Voice in Science

First Baptist to Participate
In Crop Walk This Sunday

WESTFIELD — Two programs
exploring the premise that God speaks
to people through science and tech-
nology will take place this fall at the
First Congregational Church of
Westfield, located at 125 Elmer Street.

The sessions are a project of the
Wisdom’s Light ministry and will be
facilitated by the Reverend John A.
Mills, Pastor of the First Congrega-
tional Church of Closter.

On Tuesday, October 26, at 7:30
p.m., a discussion will be held on the
controversy surrounding the harvest-
ing of stem cells from aborted fetuses
for research and medical cures. Par-
ticipants will contemplate how God
views this issue, as well as the moral
aspects involved and the question of

when life begins.
During the second session, on Tues-

day, November 30, at 7:30 p.m., at-
tendees will focus on how God may
be connecting with people through
the Internet and how He may expect
the world to respond as a result.

Both sessions will take place in the
church’s Coe Fellowship Room. Per-
sons of all faiths, as well as those who
do not practice a faith, are welcome.
Participants will be encouraged to
raise issues and questions.

Readers are invited to e-mail the
Wisdom’s Light ministry at
wislit@worldnet.att.net with questions,
concerns and ideas. The First Congrega-
tional Church of Westfield may be
reached at (908) 233-2494.

WESTFIELD – On Sunday, Octo-
ber 24, the First Baptist Church of
Westfield will join other area churches
in the annual Crop Walk to stop hunger.

The three-mile walk through
Cranford will begin at 2 p.m. at the
Cranford United Methodist Church,
201 Lincoln Avenue, East, and is open
to all ages.

Proceeds from donations in sup-
port of the walkers will be used by
Church World Service to fight hunger
via 3,200 local food pantries and meal
sites in the United States and global

efforts to aid more than 35 million
people uprooted by war, natural di-
saster, poverty or persecution.

Anyone who cannot participate in the
walk, but who wishes to sponsor walkers
of First Baptist in their efforts, may con-
tact the church office at (908) 233-2278 or
at firstbaptist.westfield@verizon.net.

SPECIAL RECOGNITION…Ginger Rachko, right, and Mari McDevitt, left, of the
College Club of Fanwood-Scotch Plains present Fred Chemidlin, Chief Executive
Officer of Family Investors of Fanwood, with a plaque recognizing his 40th year as an
advertiser in the club’s Community Date Calendar. All of the proceeds from the sale
of this calendar support scholarships for young women residing in Scotch Plains or
Fanwood, who are pursuing a four-year degree at an accredited college.

LEARN to Address Screening
Patients For Domestic Violence
SCOTCH PLAINS – LEARN

(League for Educational Advance-
ment for Registered Nurses) will
present an educational program for
Registered Nurses and interested
guests entitled “Domestic Violence:
Is It Really Worth Screening For?”

The two-hour program will take
place on Monday, October 25, at 7:45
p.m. at the Parish House of the All
Saints’ Episcopal Church, located at
559 Park Avenue in Scotch Plains.
Kathleen E. Zavotsky, a Clinical
Nurse Specialist with the Emergency
Department of Robert Wood Johnson
University Hospital in New
Brunswick, will be the speaker.

The goal of the program is to edu-
cate and inform nurses about the im-
portance of performing screenings of
patients regarding domestic violence.
Topics will include epidemiology re-
lated to domestic violence, as well as
screening tools to help identify vic-
tims.

A not-for-profit professional orga-
nization for New Jersey Registered
Nurses, LEARN offers eight pro-
grams per academic year on current
nursing topics. Each program pro-
vides Continuing Education Contact
Hours through the New Jersey State
Nurses Association, accredited as an
approver of Continuing Education in
Nursing by the American Nurses
Credentialing Center’s Commission
on Accreditation. This program has
been approved for 2.4 Contact Hours.

In addition, for school nurses, the
New Jersey Department of Educa-
tion, Professional Standards Board,
has granted this program Professional
Development Hours.

Annual LEARN membership for
Registered Nurses is $40. Interested
individuals may attend at a guest fee
of $10 per program. For more infor-
mation, please write to: LEARN, P.O.
Box 6, Scotch Plains 07076, or call
Betty at (908) 272-7239 or Beth at
(908) 754-9499.

Rosary Altar Society
To Meet November 1
SCOTCH PLAINS — St.

Bartholomew’s Rosary Altar Society
will hold its next meeting on Mon-
day, November 1, following the 7:30
p.m. Mass at St. Bartholomew the
Apostle Roman Catholic Church in
Scotch Plains.

Deacon Colin A. Kay, who will be
ordained in May, will be the guest
speaker. Participants will also dis-
cuss the Christmas program.

The meeting is open to all women
of the parish and guests are welcome.
St. Bartholomew the Apostle Church
is located at 2032 Westfield Avenue.

Single Parent Families
Invited to Gym Event
WESTFIELD — On Friday, Octo-

ber 29, single parent families are in-
vited to the Westfield Area “Y” from
6:30 to 8:30 p.m. for gym activities
and make-your-own ice cream sun-
daes. The “Y” is located at 220 Clark
Street in Westfield.

Little Tikes toys will be available
for younger children to ride around
the gymnasium, while older ones will
be able to test their skills on the “Y”
rock wall.  Parents will have an op-
portunity to relax and socialize with
others in similar situations.

The fee is $5 per family.  Interested
individuals are asked to respond so
the right amount of ice cream can be
ordered.  For more information or to
respond, please call Jill Brown in the
“Y”’s Family Life Department at
(908) 233-2700, extension no. 233.

Jumble Store Seeks
Cold Weather Clothes
CRANFORD — The Jumble Store,

located at 110 Walnut Avenue in
Cranford, is currently seeking dona-
tions of winter coats, jackets and other
cold-weather items for its annual Vet-
erans Day Coat Sale.

Donations may be brought to the
Jumble Store any time during store hours.
All donations are tax-deductible.

A thrift and consignment shop
wholly owned and operated by the
Junior League of Elizabeth-Plainfield
(JLEP), the store carries a wide vari-
ety of new or gently-used household
items and clothing for the entire fam-
ily. Profits generated by the store help
fund JLEP’s many charitable projects.

The Jumble Store is open Monday,
Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday from
9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.; Thursday from
9:30 a.m. to 8 p.m., and Saturday
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Spending Time as a Family Reduces
Substance Abuse Risk Among Youth

By SANDY SPRINGER

Research shows that the more of-
ten a child eats dinner with his/her
family, the less likely that child is to
smoke, drink, or use illegal drugs.

The 1999 Teen Survey, conducted
by the National Center on Addiction
and Substance Abuse (CASA) at Co-
lumbia University, found that teens
who eat dinner with their parents twice
a week or less were four times more
likely to smoke cigarettes, three times
more likely to smoke marijuana and
nearly twice as likely to drink, as
those who ate dinner with their par-
ents six or seven times a week.

Teens from families that almost
never ate dinner together were 72
percent more likely than the average
teen to use illegal drugs, cigarettes,
and alcohol.

Therefore, a simple, effective way
to reduce youth substance abuse risk
and to raise healthier children is to eat
dinner as a family. This becomes an
opportunity to discuss daily activities
and stresses, and shows that you are
interested in what is happening in
your child’s life. It encourages daily
parent-child communication, not an
easy task these days with many par-
ents both working.

“Not only does family dining de-
velop healthy eating habits, but there
is a direct correlation with doing well
in school, regardless of family struc-
ture, socio-economic level, or the
teen’s gender,” according to Diane
Litterer, Executive Director of Pre-
vention Links. “It is important for
families to spend quality time to-
gether, communicating with each
other, and for parents to show an
interest in their children’s lives.”

This is a wonderful time of year to
spend time together as a family – go
apple picking, take a ride to enjoy the
changing leaves, go for a walk on a
crisp autumn day. Show that there are

healthy alternative activities to drink-
ing and drugs.

Encourage your children to dis-
cuss what is happening in school.
Watch TV together and discuss the
content of the program. Talk about
what you are seeing on commercials
and how what they see is not always
the whole story; there is so much
deceptive advertising geared espe-
cially to youth! View the news and
discuss consequences of certain be-
haviors; use it as an opportunity to
teach right from wrong.

Take the opportunity to talk to and
treat your children with respect. Down
the road, as they mature, you will
notice the difference you have made,
by showing (not just saying) that you
care. A few minutes of encourage-
ment and discussion today will lead
to healthier, more self-assured teens
and young adults. If you can prevent
the onset of drug use through the age
of 18, the chances of an individual
using drugs as an adult is very small.

Prevention Links, Union County’s
substance abuse prevention agency and
resource center, is coordinating a Red
Ribbon event, an ideal opportunity for
families to spend time together, this
Saturday, October 23, from 10 a.m. to
4 p.m. at Nomahegan Park in Cranford.

Free activities will include helicop-
ter landings by the DEA and the New
Jersey National Guard; a youth talent
show; petting zoo; pony rides; rock
climbing wall; moonwalk; face paint-
ing; a clown; arts and crafts; pictures
with Batman and educational exhibits.

This “Red Ribbon Drug Awareness
Day” commemorates those who have
lost their lives fighting against drug abuse
and encourages youth to choose a healthy
lifestyle. For more information, contact
Prevention Links at (732) 381-4100 or
email info@preventionlinks.org.

For complimentary brochures,
pamphlets, and videos on various
substance issues, visit the resource
center at Prevention Links in Clark, a
private, not for profit agency which
takes a leadership role in the preven-
tion of alcohol, tobacco and drug
abuse and related issues.

Its educational programs service
all of Union County, from pre-kin-
dergarten through senior citizens, and
workshops are available for parents,
educators, and law enforcement. The
agency is open daily from 9 a.m. to 5
p.m. For additional information, call
(732) 381-4100 or check out its
website at www.preventionlinks.org.

* * * * * * *
Mrs. Springer is Development Coor-

dinator with Prevention Links, located
at 35 Walnut Avenue, Suite 17 in Clark.

First Congregational
Reveals Coat Drive

WESTFIELD — The First Con-
gregational Church of Westfield, lo-
cated at 125 Elmer Street, is once
again serving as a collection site for
the Jersey Cares Coat Drive.

The drive, which began last Sun-
day, will continue until Sunday, De-
cember 12. Coats can be dropped off
at the church office Monday through
Friday from 9 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.

There is an especially great de-
mand for infant and men’s coats, but
all new and gently-used winter coats
for men, women, children and infants
are appreciated. For more informa-
tion, please call the First Congrega-
tional Church at (908) 233-2494.

Call a community near you for information
on educational events and seminars

Families trust Sunrise
as their choice
for senior living.
Sunrise Senior Living can help. We know that families
searching for senior living options for the seniors in their
lives can be faced with an overwhelming number of
options and questions. Our professional team at each of
our communities can lead you through the process of
choosing the option that is right for you and your family,
and can help answer the many questions you might have.

It’s been over 20 years since Sunrise Senior Living started
serving seniors and their families. Our resident-centered
approach to senior living puts seniors first, giving them
options to meet their individual needs and wishes. 

Sunrise can help you and your family find the answers
that best fit your specific needs. Please call today to find
out more about senior living at Sunrise.

Mountainside Brighton Gardens of Mountainside 908-654-4460 1350 Route 22 West AL, ALZ
Westfield Sunrise of Westfield 908-317-3030 240 Springfield Avenue AL, ALZ

AL=Assisted Living   ALZ=Alzheimer’s Care

www.sunriseseniorliving.com

Free Halloween Ice Skating
Set at Warinanco Center

ROSELLE – The County of Union
has invited members of the public to
enjoy a safe and friendly Halloween
by joining in the celebration at the
Warinanco Ice Skating Center, lo-
cated in Warinanco Park in Roselle.

On Sunday, October 31, area resi-
dents may come in costume and skate
for free from 1 to 3 p.m. All children
will receive candy, and prizes will be
awarded.

“We are happy to offer this trick or
treating opportunity to our residents,”
said Angel G. Estrada, Chairman of
the Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders. “Whether you and your
children are seasoned skaters or be-
ginners, come join the fun.”

The free Halloween skating pro-
gram is sponsored by the Union
County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers. The Warinanco Ice Skating Cen-
ter is located off of St. Georges Av-

enue, Thompson Avenue or Third
Avenue on the Elizabeth/Roselle bor-
der. For further information, please
call (908) 789-7850.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

TREE TIPS:
Never Say Neigh to a Horse Chestnut

By: Martin Schmiede, President

Schmiede Tree Expert Company

     Horse chestnuts are among

our biggest and most beautiful

deciduous trees.  Yet they have

gotten the reputation for being

dirty  trees.  This is a harsh judg-

ment for such large and lordly

additions to our landscapes.  This

underserved reputation comes

from the fact that horse chestnut

trees are always dropping some-

thing––twigs, flowers, fruits and

leaves.

     Fruit is what we identify most

with horse chestnut trees.  These

big brown nuts fall in the autumn

and are sought after by children.

That, however, is their only real

use, except that the fruit nuts,

called “buckeyes,” is the nick-

name for Ohio State University’s

sports teams.

     But the “buckeye” nuts come

from beautiful flowers and these

blossoms are the horse chestnut

trees’ greatest assets.  Some are

white, some are pink or yellow,

and others are ruby red.  One

variety, the Baumann horse

chestnuts, produces double flow-

ers which, however, do not have

the familiar big brown nuts.

     As is often the case, horticul- PAID BULLETIN BOARD

SCHMIEDE TREE

EXPERT CO., INC.
908-233-TREE

ture involves trade-offs. Al-

though you will not be annoyed

by falling  horse chestnuts, you

may be somewhat bothered by

leaves dropping from the

Baumann trees.  Horse chestnut

trees are subject to leaf scorch

and leaf blotch, most particu-

larly the Baumanns.  If you have

beautiful horse chestnuts in your

yard from which the leaves fall

before the fruits, check the

leaves carefully.  If they are dis-

colored or splotchy, you do have

problems.

     Call in tree health profession-

als.  They can apply a fungicide

to control the disease.  The most

common fungus infection for

horse chestnut trees is called,

simply and correctly, leaf-

blotch.  A modern dithio car-

bamate product has shown good

results in curbing this infection.

The only time, however, to con-

trol this problem effectively is

the month of April.

     If you are enthused about the

large and lovely horse chestnut

trees and are considering plant-

ing one or more, make sure they

have sufficient space.  These are

big trees, growing 75 to 100 feet

tall.  But needless to say, they

also have wide spreads to corre-

spond with their heights.

     If, on the contrary, your space

restraints lead you to less size,

consider the smallest horse chest-

nut tree, the Ohio buckeye vari-

ety.  It grows to only 30 feet tall.

      Horse chestnut trees are

found in dominant locations –

often in the corners – of older

farm yards and home lots.  They

keep benevolent guard over our

lawns and gardens.

     Have you ever eaten roasted

chestnuts?  Be sure they are

shelled and then roast the fruit

over open flame.
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Dooley Funeral Service, Inc.
Caring & Courteous Service to the

Cranford / Westfield Area Since 1913

Westfield
556 Westfield Avenue
233-0255
John L. Dooley
Manager
NJ License # 4100

Cranford
218 North Avenue

276-0255
Charles V. Dooley

Manager
NJ License # 3703

– Since 1897 –

FUNERAL
DIRECTORS

Forethought® funeral planning
    can help.

WESTFIELD: 318 East Broad St., William A. Doyle, Mgr. • 233-0143 -  NJ Lic.#2325
CRANFORD: 12 Springfield Ave., Dale R. Schoustra, Mgr. • 276-0092 - NJ Lic.#3707

Executive Administrator – William A. Doyle

Find out how
by calling...

• WILLIAM A. DOYLE • PAULETTE CRABIEL WAHLER
• DALE SCHOUSTRA •  LISA LO RICCO SHARP • SCOTT D. HARRINGTON, SR.

Caught in the
Medicaid confusion?

MASTER
MEMORIALS

524 Central Avenue
Westfield, NJ

(908) 233-2350

Designer • Builders of fine
MONUMENTS

MARKERS
MAUSOLEUMS

Lettered • Cleaned
Tim Doerr

Bruce Bauer
(established  1939)

Also:  300 Rt. 37 East
Toms River, NJ
(732) 349-2350

DEATH NOTICE
John Gordon, 52, Chef and Realtor;
Known For Living Life to the Fullest

Richard H. Petersen, 73
Richard H. Petersen, 73, of Westfield

died on Friday, October 15, at his
residence.

He had been a lifelong resident of
Mountainside before moving to
Westfield two years ago.

Mr. Petersen had been employed
with McDonald’s for many years prior
to his retirement.

He was a member of the Commu-
nity Presbyterian Church in
Mountainside.

Surviving are two cousins, Carlo
Peterson of Richmondville, N.Y. and
Gunnar Nielsen of Buford, Ga.

Visitation and burial were private.
A memorial service for the public at
the Community Presbyterian Church
will be announced at a later date.

Arrangements were by the Gray
Funeral Home, 318 East Broad Street
in Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, memorial dona-
tions may be made to the Community
Presbyterian Church, Meeting House
Lane, Mountainside 07092.

October 21, 2004

John Gordon, 52, of Mendham
passed away on Saturday, October
16, one week after suffering a heart
attack at his home.

John grew up in Jersey City, along
with his four brothers and sisters,
before the family moved to
Cranford, where he attended high
school. During the 1980s, he was
the drummer in the band RD1.

After meeting the love of his life,
Joy, John received his degree from
the New York Restaurant School
(The Art Institute of New York City)

and worked as a chef in a number of
the top restaurants in New York and
California.

John worked at La Tulipe, Bouley,
The Rocking Horse Grill and Café
Mexicano. He had the privilege of
cooking for a number of celebrities
and dignitaries, including Julia
Child, Madonna and Vice President
Al Gore. Recently, John began a
new profession as a Realtor in
Mendham, where he worked for
Weichert Realtors, which allowed
him to spend more time at home
with his wife Joy.

Everyone who knew John envied
his confidence and ability to live
life to the fullest. John and Joy trav-
eled extensively throughout Europe
and South America, including an-
nual trips to Mexico, where he al-
ways preferred to live with the lo-
cals. After each trip, John would re-
turn home with some new spice, idea
or ingredients that he would be ex-
cited to introduce into his cooking.

John loved his wife, Joy, his fam-
ily, friends, music and cooking.
From Woodstock to Mendham, John
never compromised the way he lived
his life.

John is survived by his wife, Joy;
sisters Rita Venus of Lake Mohawk
and Barbara Hess of Frenchtown;
brothers Tom of Westfield and Bill
of Toms River.

A Memorial Mass is planned for
Saturday, October 23, at 9:30 a.m. at
Saint Joseph’s Church, West Main
Street in Mendham. Arrangements
are by the Bailey Funeral Home, 8
Hilltop Road in Mendham.

October 21, 2004

Ask St. Clare for 3 favors: 1
Business, 2 Personal.  Say 9 Hail
Marys for 9 days with lighted
candles. Pray, whether you believe
it or not. Publish on the 9th day.
May the Sacred Heart of Jesus be
praised, adored and glorified today
and every day. Request will be
granted no matter how impossible
it seems. Publication must be
promised. M.A.G.

Novena to St. Clare

Prayer to

The Blessed Virgin
PRAYER TO THE BLESSED

VIRGIN: (Never known to fail)
Oh most beautiful flower of Mount
Carmel, fruitful vine splendor of
heaven. Blessed Mother of the Son
of God, Immaculate Virgin, assist
me in my necessity. Oh, Star of the
Sea, help me show me herein, you
are my mother. Oh Holy Mary,
Mother of God, Queen of Heaven
and Earth! I humbly beseech you
from the bottom of my heart to
succor me in this necessity. There
are none that can withstand your
power. Oh, show me herein you
are my mother. Oh Mary, con-
ceived without sin, pray for us who
have recourse to thee. Holy Mother,
I place this cause in your hands
(3X). Holy Spirit, you who solve
all problems, light all roads so that
I can attain my goal. You who gave
me the divine gift to forgive and
forget all evil against me and that
in all instances in my life you are
with me. I want in this short prayer
to thank you for the things as you
confirm once again that I never
want to be separated from you in
eternal glory. Thank you for your
mercy towards me and mine. The
person must say this prayer three
consecutive days. After three days,
the request will be granted. This
prayer must be published after the
favor is granted. K.Q.

St. John’s Baptist Announces
Series of Weekend Activities

More Community, Church & Education News

Breast Health to Be Discussed
At Overlook’s ‘THINK PINK’

SCOTCH PLAINS – St. John’s Bap-
tist Church, located at 2387 Morse
Avenue in Scotch Plains, has an-
nounced its Men’s Day Fellowship
Weekend and Fall Revival events
that will take place at the church.

Beginning at 5:45 p.m. tomorrow,
Friday, October 22, the Men’s Fel-
lowship will hold a fish fry dinner and
Male Chorus Spiritual Gospelfest.

On Saturday, October 23, from 8
a.m. to 1 p.m., there will be continen-
tal breakfast, prayer and praise, as
well as health screenings. Lunch will
be provided. A meditation hour will
take place at 6 p.m. The worship leader

will be the Reverend Terrence Porter
from the Pilgrim Baptist Church in
Red Bank.

The Annual Men’s Day Worship
Service will be on Sunday, October
24, at 9:45 a.m. The Reverend Dr.
Lester Taylor from the Community
Baptist Church in Englewood will be
the guest speaker.

Reverend Taylor also will conduct
the Fall Revival starting on Monday,
October 25, and continuing through
Wednesday, October 27, at 7:30 p.m.
each night. The public is invited to
attend all events. For more informa-
tion, please call (908) 232-6972.

SUMMIT – This Saturday, October
23, from 8:30 to 11:30 a.m., Atlantic
Health System’s Overlook Hospital
will present the fifth annual “THINK

PINK” event for breast health at the
Connection for Women and Fami-
lies, 79 Maple Street in Summit.

The keynote speaker will be Lois
Cappetta Bhatt, author of “I’m Sorry
You Have to be Here,” who will share
her story of cancer, family and sur-
vival.

Participants also will receive cur-
rent information and advice on breast
health from a panel of experts. The
program will cover cancer epidemi-
ology; the environment and cancer,
and the influence of mind/body
therapy. Literature on breast self-ex-
ams, clinical trials, support groups
and other community resources will
be available as well.

A continental breakfast will be
served. Admission and parking are
free, but registration is required. Indi-
viduals may register by calling (908)
273-4242 or (800) 247-9580 by 5
p.m. tomorrow, Friday, October 22.

Casino Night Fundraiser Slated
By Union Catholic High School
SCOTCH PLAINS — Union Catho-

lic High School in Scotch Plains will
host a Casino Night on Friday, Novem-
ber 12, at the Gran Centurions, located
at 440 Madison Hill Road in Clark.

Union Catholic has contracted with
Tumbling Dice Entertainment, li-
censed by the Legalized Games of
Chance Control Commission and the
Casino Control Commission of New
Jersey, to run the event.

A leader in the production of Casino
Night theme parties for non-profit, pri-
vate and corporate sectors, the profes-
sional staff of Tumbling Dice creates an
environment that is similar to a real

casino, and the majority of the croupi-
ers currently work as dealers in one or
more of the casinos in Atlantic City.

Guests at Casino Night will pur-
chase a “money card,” which will be
exchanged for chips at the gaming
tables. A variety of games, including
poker, carib poker, blackjack, rou-
lette and a big six wheel, will be open
to players.

The ticket price of $35 per person
covers admission, hot hors d’oeuvres,
soft drinks, coffee, tea and dessert. A
cash bar will be available for the
purchase of alcoholic beverages.

The evening will begin at 7 p.m.
Guests will have a chance to learn
how to play the various games dur-
ing the first half hour. At 7:30 p.m.,
the games will officially begin. At
the conclusion of the evening, guests
can exchange chips for raffle tickets
to be used towards a variety of prizes.

For additional information or to
purchase tickets for Casino Night,
please call Betsy Thornton at (908)
889-1600, extension no. 302.

SAFETY FIRST…Nearly 300 children walked to Tamaques Elementary School
on October 6 to mark National Walk Our Children to School Day. The event was
sponsored locally by the BRAKES (Bikers, Runners and Kids are Entitled to
Safety) Group of Westfield. Tamaques pupils received apples donated by ShopRite
of Garwood and were greeted with 50 red balloons provided by RE/MAX of
Westfield. Pictured, left to right, are: raffle winners Emma Lysek, who won a walk
with Tamaques Principal Michael Cullen, and John Fuller, who walked with
Westfield firefighter Michael Loeffler, and their neighbors and siblings.

Hamerman Graduates
Indiana University

SCOTCH PLAINS – Joshua
Hamerman, the son of Mr. and Mrs.
Michael Hamerman of Scotch Plains,
graduated from Indiana University in
Bloomington, Ind. earlier this year.

He received a Bachelor of Arts de-
gree in Journalism and an area certifi-
cate in Jewish studies. Joshua gradu-
ated Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School in 2000.

Marionni, Salisbury Chosen
For Univ. Honors Program

SCOTCH PLAINS – Jenna
Marionni and Allison Salisbury, both
of Scotch Plains, have been chosen
to be members of Susquehanna
University’s highly selective Hon-
ors Program.

Both Jenna and Allison are fresh-
man environmental science majors.

The program at Susquehanna of-
fers a challenging course of study to
students interested in a more inde-
pendent and interdisciplinary ap-
proach than is usually offered to an
undergraduate.

Discussion groups, lectures, off-
campus visits and residential pro-
grams complement the Honors Pro-
gram courses. The University Schol-
ars’ House serves as a center for many
honors activities, including fireside
chats, a film series and Friday night
coffeehouses.

Jenna and Allison were chosen for
their natural curiosity, a genuine in-
terest in learning, high energy, lead-

ership and academic standing in high
school. Most Honors Program pu-
pils ranked in the top 5 percent of
their high school graduating class
and scored between a 1,200 and
1,500 on SATs.

Both Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School graduates, Jenna is the daugh-
ter of Mr. and Mrs. Roland Marionni
and Allison is the daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Brian Salisbury.

WHERE IS WESLEY HALL?…After
53 years in business, Wesley Hall Nurs-
ery School has finally posted a sign that
displays its location. Pictured, above,
with the new sign is Brittany Triano
from the four-year-old Elephant class.
Wesley Hall will conduct tours of the
school during November, December
and January. To schedule an appoint-
ment for a tour or to receive more infor-
mation, please call (908) 233-9570. Reg-
istration for the new school year will
begin the first week in February.

Emily McDermott of WF
Contributes 10,000 Hrs.
Of Community Service
WESTFIELD – Westfield native

and American University freshman
Emily McDermott participated in a
community service project in which
freshman students contributed over
10,000 hours of service at 59 sites
around the Washington, D.C. area.

A recent graduate of Union County
Magnet High School in Scotch Plains,
Emily volunteered at Clagett Farm, a
facility that grows pesticide-free veg-
etables. Its mission is to distribute
over 50 percent of its produce to low-
income communities in the metro
D.C. area. The farm also brings educa-
tional programs and nutritional in-
formation to the community.

Matthew Powers Earns
Chancellor Scholarship

FANWOOD – Matthew Powers of
Fanwood was recently awarded a
Chancellor’s Scholarship from Syra-
cuse University in Syracuse, N.Y.

The grants are awarded to entering
first-year and transfer students and
recognize outstanding academic
achievement.

Matthew received the scholarship
because he demonstrated strong aca-
demic credentials in high school, was
active in extracurricular and commu-
nity activities, and exhibited good char-
acter and citizenship. Awards are valued
up to $8,000 per year and are renewable.

Matthew is enrolled in Syracuse
University’s S.I. Newhouse School of
Public Communications, and is ma-
joring in newspaper journalism.

Nominations Are Sought
For Marc Hardy Award

WESTFIELD – The First Congre-
gational Church of Westfield is cur-
rently seeking nominations for the
Marc Wesley Hardy Human Rights
Award for 2005.

Candidates must be individuals be-
tween the ages of 16 and 22, participat-
ing in a Westfield-based organization,
who have distinguished themselves in
the area of human rights. It will be
offered to a person who has shown:

Openness and friendliness to people
of all races, creeds and nationalities;
involvement and leadership in orga-
nizations and activities committed to
improving human relations; unusual
personal dignity; the willingness to

risk for what he or she believes is right;
unqualified acceptance of others; re-
spect for diversity; personal integrity;
caring and willingness to listen, and
the ability to lead by example.

Nominations should be type-writ-
ten, no more than two pages in length,
and should indicate the names of ap-
plicable organizations in which the
candidate is involved, responsibili-
ties, as well as examples or stories that
illustrate the criteria outlined above.

Nominations should be mailed or
emailed to: First Congregational
Church of Westfield, 125 Elmer
Street, Westfield 07090, or
uccfcc@verizon.net, no later than
Monday, November 29. The nomi-
nations should include the names,
addresses and telephone numbers of
two references.

Presentation of the award, which
will consist of a certificate and a
monetary award, will be made in early
2005. All nominees will be acknowl-
edged in appropriate ways.

Marc Hardy, a member of the First
Congregational Church, was a national
merit scholar, singer and actor very
much interested in human rights. He
was killed in an automobile accident in
1990, one month before he was to gradu-
ate from Westfield High School.

For more information, please call
the church office at (908) 233-2494
or Sharilyn Brown at (908) 233-5375.

Trinity Church to Hold
Festival This Saturday
CRANFORD – The Trinity Epis-

copal Church of Cranford will present
its inaugural Harvest Festival this
Saturday, October 23, from noon to 5
p.m. on the church grounds at Forest
and North Avenues.

There will be pumpkins for sale
and pumpkin painting for free; a pet-
ting zoo and pony rides between 1
and 4 p.m., plus children’s crafts, food,
treats and cider. A Kids’ Costume
Parade will take place at 4 p.m.

For more information, please call
the church at (908) 267-4047 or visit
www.trinitychurchcranford.com.

Workshop Slated at ‘Y’
On Massage Self Care
WESTFIELD — John Grace, a Cer-

tified Massage Therapist, will offer a
Massage Self Care Workshop on
Wednesday, October 27, from 6 to
7:30 p.m. at the Westfield Area “Y,”
located at 220 Clark Street in
Westfield.

It is designed to help participants
and their partners learn how to reduce
back and headache pain, tension and
stress via massage therapy.

Individuals are asked to bring an
exercise or yoga mat and water to
class. To confirm plans to attend and
for payment information, please call
Mr. Grace at (732) 388-8606, after 9
p.m. most days. Jewish Friends to Hold

Meet and Eat Brunch
COUNTY – The Circle of Single

Jewish Friends 49+ will hold a Meet
and Eat Brunch on Sunday, October
31, at 11:30 a.m. at the Kenilworth
Inn, located at Boulevard and South
31st Street in Kenilworth.

The eatery may be reached by tak-
ing Exit 138 off the Garden State
Parkway. The cost is $3 plus the price
of a meal from the menu and tip.
Interested individuals are asked to
call Roberta by Wednesday, October
27, at (908) 668-8450.

Redeemer Lutheran School
To Present Special Forum

WESTFIELD – Dr. Anthony
Coletta, nationally-known
presenter and author of
“What’s Best for Kids,” will
present “Building Strong
Character Traits in Chil-
dren” on Thursday, Octo-
ber 28, from 7:30 to 9 p.m.
at Redeemer Lutheran
School in Westfield.

The public is invited to
attend and there is no
charge for the presentation.

Dr. Coletta will describe
four characteristic traits that
parents and teachers can model and
promote despite negative pressures
found in the culture and media.

Specific strategies will be discussed
for supporting self-discipline and re-
sponsibility, caring and cooperation,
honesty and patience.

Parents will have the opportunity
to learn four specific communication
skills and where to locate literature
supporting the character traits dis-
cussed.

Dr. Coletta has been addressing
parent and teacher groups
for over 20 years. Partici-
pants find him to be
knowledgeable, enter-
taining and down-to-
earth with practical sug-
gestions.

Continuing education
certificates will be avail-
able for teachers.

Redeemer Lutheran
School is located at 229
Cowperthwaite Place. For
more information, please

call the school office at (908) 232-1592.

Anthony Coletta
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Concepts & ThoughtConcepts & ThoughtConcepts & ThoughtConcepts & ThoughtConcepts & Thought

WF Public School Teachers
Attend Staff In-Service Day

SHARING THEIR KNOWLEDGE…Fourth grade teachers Diana Collins from
Jefferson Elementary School and Joe Paradise from McKinley Elementary School
share the results of their scientific findings in the newly adopted “Structures of
Life” kit with their elementary school colleagues at the district’s recent in-service
day for teachers.

WESTFIELD — On Columbus
Day, while the Westfield Public
Schools were closed for classes, teach-
ers experienced a day of learning. All
of the teachers in the district partici-
pated in various professional work-
shops.

Fine Arts instructors attended pro-
grams both in and out of the district.

The high school and intermediate
art staff spent the day in the high
school graphics lab integrating tech-
nology into art lessons using new
equipment, including computers,
scanners, printers and digital cam-
eras.

An electronic software representa-
tive worked with the eight intermedi-
ate music teachers on newly installed
music software, while the high school
music staff were trained to operate

the new music midi lab.
The Chelsea Museum in New York

was the workshop location for the
elementary art and music staff, who
had the opportunity to work with art
and music professionals to explore
music technology and its relation to
Westfield’s curriculum.

Richard Solomon, Westfield Board
of Education member and CBS ex-
ecutive, arranged a visit to the CBS
Broadcast Center and Ed Sullivan
Theater in New York for the high
school and intermediate drama staff.

The drama teachers toured the en-
tire theater and the TV control room,
as well as various other technical and
operational facilities. At the CBS
Broadcast Center, the teachers
watched the operation of the TV pro-
duction studio, control rooms, sce-
nic design and construction shop.

Elementary school teachers at-
tended in-district training on differ-
entiated instruction led by guest
speaker Walter Cmielewski, a profes-

sor at Caldwell College and consult-
ant on differentiated instruction. He
focused on techniques in approach-
ing the district’s new elementary read-
ing and language arts curriculum.

During the second half of the day,
teachers met in grade level meetings
and also attended workshops in sci-
ence and mathematics led by Westfield
instructors. Foreign Language teach-
ers K-8 examined the uses of technol-
ogy in the curriculum.

In the morning a representative
from McGraw Hill held a workshop
on classroom software and in the af-
ternoon teachers used computers to
access new material and to develop
strategies to incorporate it into the
curriculum.

The intermediate language arts
teachers began a draft of the new sixth

to eighth grade curriculum.
Westfield High School staff took

on the extensive task of compiling
information and conducting research
to prepare for the school’s Middle
States re-certification.

The Special Education department
and paraprofessionals attended a two-
part program on Asperger’s Syndrome.

Guidance staff, media specialists,
physical education teachers and
health educators/nurses also partici-
pated in professional development
workshops.

Superintendent of Schools Dr. Wil-
liam Foley, who visited all of the in-
service training sessions held in
Westfield, remarked, “Staff develop-
ment continues to be a priority in the
Westfield Public Schools. We not
only provide training for our new
teachers, but offer continued profes-
sional development for all our staff to
keep up-to-date with changes in cur-
riculum and in the most effective
teaching techniques.”

Westfield Parents Learn More
About Curricula in District

IT’S ELEMENTARY!...Westfield K-8 Language Arts Supervisor Barbara Ball,
standing, describes the new spelling program underway in the elementary grades.
Pictured, left to right, are: Bob Roth, Supervisor of Foreign Languages K-8; Maria
Schmidt, Supervisor of Social Studies K-12, and Linda King, Supervisor of Fine
Arts K-12. Regina Kiczek, Math Supervisor K-12, and Janie Edmonds, Assistant
Superintendent of Curriculum and Instruction, were also in attendance.

WESTFIELD -- Parents of students
enrolled in kindergarten through fifth
grade in Westfield Public Schools
attended the Elementary Curriculum
Extravaganza held in Westfield High
School this fall.

The school district’s subject area su-
pervisors described initiatives in each
of the various curricula that elementary
school children are studying.

Some of the topics covered in-

cluded the new reading and spelling
curriculum in language arts; new
hands-on life science units; newly
revised music curriculum; as well as
programs in social studies, Every Day
Math, and Spanish.

The new spelling program underway
in the elementary grades was detailed by
K-8 Language Arts Supervisor Barbara
Ball. Other district officials addressed
the audience of more than 100 parents.

K E N @ • P L A C E • S C H O O L

O P E N  H O U S E S

October 19 Open House Program October 17/ 
November 14

Middle School/Upper School • Grades 6 – 8 / Grades 9 – 12
Sunday, October 17, 2004, 1-3 p.m.

Primary School • Kindergarten – Grade 5
Tuesday, October 19, 2004, 9-11 a.m.

All School • Nursery – Grade 12
Sunday, November 14 , 2004, 1-3 p.m.

Kent Place School • 42 Norwood Avenue • Summit, NJ  07902–0308 • 908.273.0900 • www.kentplace.org

Kent Place School is an all-girls K through 12 independent college-preparatory 
day school with a coeducational nursery and pre-kindergarten program.

9:00 - 9:15 | Refreshments & Registration | 1:00 - 1:15

9:15 - 10:00 | Information Session | 1:15 - 2:00

10:00 - 11:00 | Tours | 2:00 - 3:00

PAY ZERO TAX ON THE FIRST $61,345.00. OF INCOME

TAX LAW CHANGES ALLOW YOU TO TAKE

ADVANTAGE JUST LIKE MAJOR COMPANIES.

DEDUCT 100% OF YOUR CHILD’S PRIVATE SCHOOL

OR COLLEGE TUITION.

LEARN HOW TO TAKE DEDUCTIONS THIS YEAR IN 2004,

AND SAVE $4,000.00-$17,000.00 IN TAXES WHEN YOU

FILE IN 2005.  PLEASE GO TO WWW.TAXZERO.ORG

CALL RICH OPONG (908) 663-2103

Education Forum Planned
By PTA Council in SP-F

SCOTCH PLAINS — Speakers from
the Scotch Plains Fanwood School Dis-
trict and outside the district will present
different aspects the law and current ef-
forts to amend the legislation during a
special education forum sponsored by
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood (SP-F) Par-
ent-Teacher Association (PTA) Council.

The forum will be held on Monday,
October 25, at 7:30pm in the Scotch
Plains Fanwood High School multipur-
pose room. The high school is located
at 667 Westfield Road, Scotch Plains.

Scheduled speakers include Lynne
Strickland, Executive Director of the
Garden State Coalition of Schools;

Anthony Del Sordi, First Vice-Presi-
dent, New Jersey Association of School
Business Officials and Business Ad-
ministrator Scotch Plains-Fanwood
School District; school board attorney
Casper Boehm, and Lee Ann Niles of
the Union County PTA.

In addition, other bills that effect
education and children will be high-
lighted. Legislative Activities Chair-
person and Past President of NJPTA
will be the panel for the forum.

For more information, please con-
tact Vice-President of the SP-F PTA,
Margaret Ames, at (908) 322-5805 or
e-mail Ameseast@comcast.net.

Tutoring / Coaching
for Teens & Adults

Writing: papers, speeches
Speaking/Communication Skills

Interviewing Skills
Selecting a Career

Designing Your Life

Gail Cassidy, M.A.
(N.J Certification)     908 654-5216

http://www.coachability.com

Individual or
Small Group

THE ONLY ATTORNEY

INVOLVED IN YOUR CASE

“25 Years of Experience
Settling Significant Injury

 and Accident Cases.”

FRANCIS M. SMITH

Personal Injury. . .
PERSONAL ATTENTION

Call For a
Free Consultation:

2281 South Avenue, Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

908-233-5800

‘Sophomore College Night’
Featured on WHS TV-36

WESTFIELD – The Westfield High
School (WHS) Guidance Department’s
“Sophomore College Night” with
guest speaker Donald Dickason is cur-
rently airing on WHS TV-36 through
Sunday, October 31, on Tuesdays at 11
a.m. and 7 p.m., Thursdays at 2 and 10
p.m., Saturdays at 10 a.m. and 7 p.m.
and Sundays at 4 p.m.

The Guidance Department hosted
the informative session for students
and parents on October 5.

Mr. Dickason is a professional con-
sultant and former Dean of Admis-
sions at Cornell University and Penn-
sylvania State University. He also

served in a similar capacity at Drexel
University and has been a member of
the National Association of College
Admission Counseling for 40 years.

Mr. Dickason recommended the es-
tablishment of a “Sophomore College
Night” following his review of the WHS
Guidance Department in May of 2004.

WHS TV-36 will also broadcast a
Westfield Adult School presentation
featuring Jamie Novak, who offers
tips on publishing books. This can be
viewed on Tuesdays at 1 and 9 p.m.,
Thursdays at noon and 4 p.m., Satur-
days at noon and 9 p.m. and Sundays
at 2 p.m. through October 31.

Westfield Student Named
‘Kid Reporter’ for Time

Ross Workman

WESTFIELD – Ross Workman, a
fifth grader at Franklin Elementary
School in Westfield, has been named
a “kid reporter” for Time magazine’s
Time for Kids publication for the 2004-
2005 school year.

He joins 15 other kid reporters,
ages nine to 13, who will cover local
and national news, comment on cur-
rent events, and conduct interviews
for both the magazine and its website,
TimeForKids.com.

The 16 journalists were chosen
from a total of 500 entries in a na-
tionwide competition. Require-
ments included a statement explain-
ing why the entrant would be the
best reporter for the magazine, as
well as supporting documentation
in the form of an interview tran-
script, a news report, a web page or a
video clip.

For his writing sample, Ross inter-

viewed Daniel Todd, a local Marine
and Westfield High School graduate,
who had recently returned from Iraq.

Ross’s teacher, Kathy Stamberger,
spends time each week with the stu-
dents reading and discussing infor-
mation in Time for Kids, the class-
room publication of Time magazine.

Class Openings Still On Tap
At Westfield Adult School

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Adult
School, which has provided enrichment
and learning opportunities since 1938,
is still offering courses at Westfield High
School (WHS). The following courses
are still open for registration:

• “Home Energy and Efficiency” –
October 25;

• “The Art of Make-Up” – October 25;
• “Music Appreciation – A Night at

the Opera” during which students
discuss and watch the Metropolitan
Opera video of La Boheme – Novem-
ber 1 and 8;

• “Opera: It’s Birth and Golden
Age” – November 15;

• “Intermediate Floral Design” –
November 1 and 8;

• “European Cooking” – Tuesdays,
November 2, 9 and 15 at Feast Cater-
ing in Westfield;

• “Benefits of Exercise and Physi-
cal Fitness” – November 8;

• “Architecture and Remodeling”

– November 8 and 15;
• “The Fairy Kingdom and Celtic

Folklore” – November 8 and 15; and
• “How to Turn a House into a Home

with Accessories” – November 22.
Most classes are held on Monday

evenings at WHS. For specific times
and costs, and a registration form,
please read the school catalog, which
is available at local libraries, or visit
www.westfieldnj.com/adultschool.

Registration is available by mail or
in person at WHS.

The Westfield Adult School is a non-
profit organization dedicated to provid-
ing quality education and enrichment
opportunities inside and outside of the
classroom. Faculty members are profes-
sionals in business, the arts and academ-
ics. Through the combined efforts of the
faculty and the volunteer board of trust-
ees, the school strives to serve as a vital
educational resource to Westfield and
the surrounding communities.

Annual Franklin School
Pumpkin Fair Scheduled

COME TO THE PUMPKIN FAIR…The Franklin Elementary School Parent
Teacher Association will host its annual Pumpkin Fair this weekend. Pictured, left
to right, are: standing, Melanie Grycan, Molly McKeown, Sam Krause and
Shannon Malley,  and, lying down in front, Veronica Grycan, Annie McKeown,
Nicole Eisenberg, Jane Krause and Samantha DellaFerra.

WESTFIELD — The Franklin El-
ementary School Parent Teacher As-
sociation will hold it’s annual Pump-
kin Fair on Saturday, October 23,
from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. at Roosevelt
Intermediate School, 301 Clark Street

in Westfield.
Children may participate in games,

walk the cookie walk, enjoy the
haunted house and bid on the many
silent action prizes donated by local
business and residents.

THE DENTIST YOU CHOOSE
DOES MAKE A DIFFERENCE.
Dr. Kenneth W. Arida offers you today’s most
advanced cosmetic and restorative procedures
along with the credentials you can trust. He has
made continuing education one of the
cornerstones of his practice philosophy for over
20 years. In addition to completing residency
training in general dentistry at Jersey Shore
Medical Center in Neptune, Dr. Arida is a
graduate of the world-renowned L.D. Pankey
Institute for Advanced Dental Education. To
learn how he can give you the healthy, radiant
smile you’ve always wanted, take advantage of
the offer below.

COMPLIMENTARY
AT-HOME TEETH
WHITENING
Come in for your new-
patient exam, X-rays and
cleaning at our customary
fee, and you’ll get a free at-
home teeth-whitening kit.
This $500 offer is good for
new patients only. Please
present this advertisement.

CALL (908) 654-6262
TODAY.

WHERE PERSONALIZED CARE 
& HEALTHY, BEAUTIFUL SMILES MEET

131 SOUTH EUCLID AVENUE

WESTFIELD

WWW.DRARIDA.COM
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FREE PARKING • MAJOR CREDIT CARDS WELCOME • FLEXIBLE PAYMENT PLANS, INCLUDING CARECREDIT®

Offer valid with this ad.

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law

including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,

child support, division of assets, palimony,

premarital agreements, domestic partnerships,

restraining orders, post-divorce motions due to

changed financial circumstances, residence

removal from New Jersey, visitation

modifications and transfers of custody.

340 North Avenue      Cranford, New Jersey 07016

MARIO C. GURRIERI, ESQ.
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI, HEWIT & PALATUCCI

908-272-0200
www.dhplaw.net

For More Information:

32 years of continuous practice in Family Law

Union County Early Settlement Arbitration

Panelist 25 years

Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian

Accredited Mediator

Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely,

Williams & Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?
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THE WEEK IN SPORTS
See it all in color at!
www.goleader.com

Sports Section
 Pages 11-16

SCOTCH PLAINS $429,900
Great opportunity to build on .6 of an acre on quiet street.  Current home offers a Living Room w/fplc;
Dining Room; Kitchen; 3 Bedrooms and 1 bath and a 2 car Garage.  House needs TLC and is being
sold strictly AS-IS.  WSF0985

FRANK D. ISOLDI
Broker / Sales Associate
NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award: 1993-2003
Platinum Level: 2003
Direct Dial: 908-301-2038

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

©2004 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.  Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark of Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity.  Owned and Operated by NRT, Inc.

WESTFIELD OFFICE  •  209 CENTRAL AVENUE  •  908-233-5555

LOCKERY SCORES 2 TOUCHDOWNS, RUNS 178 YARDS

Raiders’ Extra Effort Quiets
PV Hornet Gridders, 14-12

BLUE DEVIL KING SCORES TD ON 15-YARD SPRINT

Cougars Surge After Half Time,
Top Blue Devil Gridders, 30-7

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The game of football consists of
two halves and the hosting Cranford
High School football team took ad-
vantage of Westfield miscues in the
second half to roll off 23 points and to
secure a 30-7 victory on October 15.
Cougar quarterback Chris Drechsel

had two second-half touchdown (TD)
runs, a TD pass and an interception
that set up the final TD.

The 0-5 Blue Devils, featuring sev-
eral new faces, looked very spirited in
the first half and proved it by scoring
the game’s first TD on an impressive
12-play, 73-yard drive capped by jun-
ior halfback Jayshawn King’s 15-yard

sprint into the end zone with 5:40 left
in the quarter. Paul Goldweitz kicked
the point after.

“I was happy with that. We got to
look at that, little bits at a time. We
were putting a lot of new people in.
We were trying everything we could
try,” Blue Devil Head Coach Ed
Tranchina explained.

The 4-1 Cougars immediately an-
swered with an eight-play, 69-yard
TD march when Drechsel (11 comple-
tions for 138 yards) pitched out to
running back Jamar Ingram (20 rushes
for 155 yards) who scooted five yards
for the TD with 1:24 left in the quar-
ter. Steve Caprio tied the score with
the first of his four points after.

The Cougars began the second half
with a 66-yard drive, concluded by
Drechsel’s deceptive 15-yard TD
keeper. On the other hand, the Blue
Devils dampened their own chances
with several miscues, which included
an intentional grounding call later
ruled as a fumble in the end zone that
rolled out of bounds, resulting in a
safety. Next, was an interception that
gave the Cougars possession on the
Westfield 39. Later, a holding penalty
negated a 20-yard keeper by quarter-
back Mike Patella then came a fumble

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Three weeks of being on the wrong
side of the thin line between winning
and losing ended for the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School football team
on October 16 when the hosting Raid-
ers tempered the sting of the Passaic
Valley Hornets, 14-12. Getting on the
winning side of the thin line was
indeed the result of extra effort from
the defensive and offensive lines and
halfback Lakiem Lockery who scored
both Raider touchdowns (TD) and
rushed for 178 yards on 24 carries.

The furious pressure from defen-
sive linemen Marc Fabiano, Justis
Evans and Leroy Anglin kept Hornet
quarterback (QB) Brian Rodriquez’s
passing game in check the entire first
half, although the crafty QB rushed
for 113 yards on 17 carries, including
a 56-yard TD run. Fabiano, safety
Sean Smith, Evans and linebacker
Nick Giannaci each contributed eight
tackles while linebacker Mike DeNizo
added seven. Cornerback Colin We-
ber had an interception.

The 3-3 Raiders scored first on a
three-play 65-yard drive that ended
with Lockery’s 59-yard cut to pay
dirt with 4:20 left in the first quarter.
Mike Baumwoll split the uprights for
the extra point.

“It’s a run to the outside but there’s

also a cutback. I saw the hole. Fabiano,
Evans, Acosta, everybody on the line
did a great job blocking that play. The
tight end blocked outside and it was
all lane. Also Lamont Hunt, Smith or
Weber helped out. All I had to do was
run up the lane,” explained Lockery.

With 10:45 remaining in the half,
the Raiders upped the score to 14-0
when Lockery slipped in from the

one-foot line. The TD was set up by
Lockery’s 32-yard run that ended
when he was knocked out of bounds
at the one-foot line.

“It was the same play, but that time
the hole was stuffed, explained
Lockery.

Bad fortune came for the Raiders
when linebacker Kevin Urban was

MACDONALD SCORES 34.35 FOR 2ND IN ALL-AROUND

Strong East Brunswick Tops
Blue Devil Lady Gymnasts

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A sample of some of New Jersey’s
finest high school gymnastics was
served up in Westfield on October 14
when the East Brunswick Bears came
out on top of the home team, 105.55-
98.675. Blue Devil sophomore Claire
Macdonald placed second in the all-
around with a total of 34.35, similar
to her 34.675 score that took top

honors in the Cougar Classic on Oc-
tober 8. Bear Felicia Massaro had the
top all-around score of 36.775.

“Our girls were focused. It was a
good performance. It was the highest
team score we had this season,” stated
Bear Head Coach Kim Marino, who
competed at Middletown North dur-
ing her high school years.

Massaro swept top honors in every
event, scoring a 9.45 in the vault
featuring a round off to a back
Tsukahara (tuck flip). Her nearly flaw-
less routine on the balance beam,
featuring a back somersault onto the
four-inch beam and a round off to a
full-twisting back somersault dis-
mount earned her another 9.45. She

also scored a 9.075 on the uneven
bars and an 8.8 in the floor exercises.

“I credit them. They have a lot of
talent and are very strong at each
event,” Blue Devil Head Coach Mel-
issa Bryan said of the Bears’ perfor-
mance. “Nothing got in their way,
and as I was watching them, I said my
girls may not be doing as superior
skills as East Brunswick, but if their
heads were in it, they could be solid
like East Brunswick.”

Macdonald’s top performance
came on the beam, scoring an 8.95 to
place second. Her routine featured
back handsprings onto the beam with
full twists and high, graceful leaps,

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
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ZALESKI CAPTURES ALL-AROUND

Raider Gymnasts Spin
Warriors, 102.8-98.35

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School gymnastics team continued to
enhance their value by receiving
higher and higher scores as the sea-
son rolled on. Raider Head Coach
Lisa Cerchio’s undefeated, 9-0, squad
recorded its highest team total on
October 15. Led by seniors Katie
Zaleski, Jackie DeJohn, Katie
Breuninger and Natalie Capoccia, the
Raiders out-pointed a tough and very
talented Watchung Hills team, 102.8-

98.35 in Scotch Plains.
Zaleski grabbed all-around honors

accumulating a total of 35.675 points.
She finished first in the vault with an
8.675, first on the uneven bars with a
9.0 score, finished first on the beam
with a 9.0 and placed second with her
floor routine with a mark of 9.0.

“This is a team that has been get-
ting higher and higher team scores.
It’s been coming together for us and
by winning the Cougar Invitational
we have gained lots of confidence

Jewelry, Handbags & Gifts for the Holidays!

Help Us Raise Funds for The Sunshine Kids
A non-profit organization providing extraordinary group 

experiences for young cancer patients everywhere.

Jewelry, Handbags & Gifts for the Holidays!
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Scotch Plains
2400 Poets Place - Pristine condition 
"Crestwood Charmer" features eight 
rooms, three to four bedrooms, two 
full and one half-bath, living room 
with fireplace, formal dining room 
and a wonderful large family room 
with sliders to private deck. Ideal 
Brunner School location! 
DIR: North Ave. to Longfellow to Poets.

Priced at $519,900 

Scotch Plains Westfield 
Beautiful cul-de-sac location is the 
setting for this lovely ten room 
Ranch featuring four bedrooms, 
three full and two half-baths. 
Wonderful open floor plan, 
spacious and versatile. Walk-out rec 
room to patio and yard. Wilson 
School area. 

Must see at $729,000 
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HEADING DOWN THE SIDELINES…Raider wide receiver Sean Smith heads down the right sideline on a reverse play
that yielded a 47-yard gain. Raiders Marc Fabiano, No. 78, and Colin Weber, No. 6, provided blocks for Smith.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GIVING IT 100+ PERCENT…Blue Devil linebacker Marc Dowling, No. 33,
battered Cougar running backs all evening and, on a few occasions, threw running
back Jamar Ingram for losses.

David B. Corbin for The Leader and The Times
FLYING HIGH…Blue Devil Liz
Falzon performs giant swings on the
uneven bars.

908-518-0800  Toll Free: 866-518-0800
www.westfieldmortgage.com

WESTFIELD MORTGAGE

Equal housing lender. Licensed by the NJ Department of Banking and Insurance.

Free credit evaluation and approvals
Guaranteed closing costs
New home purchases
Construction loans
Refinances

President, Westfield Mortgage
NEIL SULLIVAN
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Strong East Brunswick Tops
Blue Devil Lady Gymnasts

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Cougars Surge After Half Time,
Top Blue Devil Gridders, 30-7

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

recovered by the Cougars on the
Westfield 25.

“A lot of guys played hard. Some
didn’t. We played one half of football
We’ve got to learn to finish. We’ve got
to finish. We had a good first half then
the mistakes just came,” said Tranchina.
“They (Cranford) are a good team and
too many mistakes gave them the ball.
I don’t know what we did in the end
zone back there. We got a safety and we
couldn’t get out of our own way.”

The Cougars took a 16-7 lead with
2:37 left in the third quarter after the
safety then, after the Blue Devils
kicked off, the Cougars took over at
the Westfield 47 and, with the help of
a 15-yard unsportsmanlike penalty
against Westfield, rumbled for an-
other TD when Drechsel pushed in
from the one-yard line.

Next, Drechsel’s diving interception
placed the ball on the Westfield 39. Six
plays later, Drechsel hit Caprio for a 21-
yard TD pass with 6:39 left in the game.

Offensively, Westfield totaled 108
yard rushing on 23 carries and Patella
completed two of seven passes, in-
cluding an interception, for 26 yards.

King had 52 yards on seven carries
and Rich Stewart had 25 yards on four
carries and one reception for 11 yards.
Tight end Bryan Power had a 15-yard
reception.

Defensively, linebacker Marc
Dowling was bringing Cougars down
everywhere, including throwing Ingram
for losses on three occasions. Power,
tackle Mark Harbaugh and safety Tom
DelDuca, who had a crucial tipped pass
and caused a Cougar fumble that was
recovered by Harbaugh, were in on the
majority of tackles.

“We went back to our basic defense
and tried to stay in front of the ball. I
think we did a better job,” said
Tranchina. “Dowling gives me every
ounce of everything that anybody
could ever give. If I had 11 more
Dowlings, we would be undefeated.
When we’re 0-5, my heart breaks for
him and the kids like him. That breaks
my heart. Hopefully, we can get some
win somewhere along the line for
those guys. We are going to keep
going. Nobody surrenders!”
Westfield   7   0   0   0 7
Cranford   7   0   9 14 30

and was concluded with a round off to
a back tuck dismount.

“Claire had an awesome day on bal-
ance beam. She had height. She had
grace. She was fluent. I really was
impressed with her routine,” said Bryan.

Macdonald stuck her handspring
to a full-twisting dismount to take
third on the vault with an 8.65. Al-
though all of the Blue Devil gym-
nasts had to adjust to their new set of
uneven bars, Macdonald also took
third in the event, featuring giant
swings on the low and high bars and
ending with a flyaway dismount to
earn an 8.375, She demonstrated her
dance skills and had high amplitude
on her leaps and somersaults to fin-
ish tied for third with Bear Stephanie
Giacalone on the floor with a score
of 8.375.

Bear Rachel Cohen took second on
the unevens with a score of 8.875 and
third on the beam at 8.8. Alysse
Congiusta, who took third with an

all-around score of 32.975, also per-
formed a round off to a back
Tsukahara dismount to take second
in the vault with a score of 9.25.
Lindsie Dymbarr placed second on
the floor with an 8.425.

Blue Devil Jenna Skoller, who
scored a 7.725 on the unevens and an
8.15 on the vault, had nice leaps and

back tucks to go with her smooth
double toe turns to score a fine 8.35
on the floor.

“She has grace and some power
which adds to her routine,” said Bryan.

Blue Devil Amanda Diaz scored an
8.25 on the vault and an 8.3 on the
floor while Ally Psyhojas had a fine
score of 8.125 on the beam. Julia
Valentin scored a 7.55 on the bars and
a 7.0 on the floor, Jessica Sussman
scored a 7.3 on the beam and an 8.05
on the vault while Catherine Cordeiro
scored an 8.1 on the vault and a 6.75
on the beam and Christina Cordeiro
scored a 6.05 on the beam.

Getting back into action Liz Falzon
demonstrated strength on the unevens
with her giant swings, uprises and
flyaway dismount to earn a score of
8.15, but adjusting to the new bars
remained a difficulty.

“Actually Claire and Elizabeth have
not given what they normally give
due to the fact that our old bars do not
go out as far as we want them. Liz
competed at the Cougar tournament
last week but did not do giants be-
cause the bars did not go out far
enough. But now, we should be see-
ing her true talents come out.”

The Blue Devils plan to spend this
week adjusting to their new bars and
hope to be using them at the Union
County Tournament in Cranford on
Friday, October 22.

WESTFIELD OFFICE • 600 North Avenue West • Westfield, NJ 07090 • (908) 233-0065
For all your mortgage needs Call ERA Mortgage at 888-421-3813

Visit us at burgdorff.com to see all our homes for sale.

16 Offices Throughout New Jersey
Owned and Operated By NRT Incorporated

CRANFORD $419,900 FANWOOD $625,000

SCOTCH PLAINS $719,000 WESTFIELD $599,000

MOUNTAINSIDE $915,000

WESTFIELD $679,900

Superbly maintained Colonial offers 7 rooms, 3 Bedrooms and 2
full baths, Eat-In Kitchen, Formal Dining Room and cozy first floor
den, one-car garage and is near Orange Avenue School.

Convenient living!  Country feel yet close to town, train and school.
Cozy den and Living Room with fireplace to warm those cool,
autumn nights.

Watch the sun set from the Master Bedroom balcony of this 4
Bedroom, 2.5 bath home nestled amid a marvelous yard with in-ground
pool.  Many spacious rooms feature natural wood molding, hardwood
floors, French doors an custom built-ins.

Beautifully situated at the bend of a quiet street sits this delightful 4
Bedroom, 2.5 bath home.  A deep lot, almost half an acre!  Bright,
Eat-In Kitchen with greenhouse window, wood floors, beamed ceiling,
wood-burning stove.  Great location!

Fireplace romance!  Consider this delightful Colonial charmer,
blending the best of old world with the comforts of the new.  Chestnut
trim, h ardwood floors, stianed glass windows and lead glass doors
infuse this impeccable 4 Bedroom home.  Great location!

Be Lord of the manor in this stunning, 10 room Colonial.  A
gracious foyer, majestic room sizes, Master Bedroom with fireplace
and deck overlooking park-like grounds and winter views of the New
York skyline.  Call today to preview.

NJ Lax Assn. Seeks
Boys Lax Officials

The New Jersey Interscholastic
Lacrosse Officials Association will
be holding cadet classes for indi-
viduals interested in officiating high
school boys’ lacrosse.

Classes will be held throughout
the state. Interested candidates must
be at least 18 years old and playing
experience is not required. For more
information, please call (973) 366-
1744 or (609) 731-7515. Or email
mdtts@optonline.net.

County High School
Football Results:

OCTOBER 16:
Rahway 25, Governor Livingston 0

Christian Johnson rushed for 242
yards and three TDs for 4-1 Rahway.
Gov. Livingston   0   0   0   0 0
Rahway   6   0   6 13 25

Plainfield 15, Union 7
Aaron Hale scored two, four-yard

TD for the 2-3 Cardinals and Raphael
Lee had a 49-yard TD interception
for the 1-4 Farmers.
Union   0   7   0   0 7
Plainfield   0   7   8   0 15

Hillside 21, Johnson 14
Marc Washington scored both of

Johnson’s TDs.
Hillside (2-3)   7   0   0 14 21
Johnson (0-6)   0   0   0 14 14

Elizabeth 52, Newark East Side 7
Josh Pryor completed three TD

passes for the Minutemen

New Providence 47, Bound Brook 0
James Muench had two rushing

TDs and Scott Savarese had one rush-
ing TD and a TD reception for the 5-
0 Pioneers.
Bound Brook   0   0   0   0 0
New Providence 13 20   7   7 47

Local High School
Girls Soccer Results:

OCTOBER 12:
Union Catholic 6, Manville 0

Lara Kaminski netted two goals
while Amanda Pitts, Allie Whittle,
Jill Arrojado and Pam Heaney each
added one for the 9-2 Vikings.

Governor Livingston 0, Oak Knoll 0
The 11-0-1 Highlanders out-shot

the 7-2-2 Royals, 12-6.

OCTOBER 14:
Johnson 5, Union Catholic 4

Jamilee Pflug scored the winning
goal in the second overtime for the 7-
2 Crusaders. Lara Kaminski had two
goals and an assist and Amanda Pitts
had tow goals for the 9-3 Vikings.

UC TOURNAMENT:
Westfield 3, Linden 0

Gio Palatucci, Emily MacNeil and
Diana Dunnan scored for the Blue
Devils.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood 6, Eliza-
beth 0

Kelly Rigano and Allie Hambleton
each netted two goals for the 9-1-1
Raiders.

Union Catholic 2, Union 0
Amanda Pitts and Jill Roth scored

goals for the Vikings.

Cranford 5, Roselle Park 0
Courtney Koellner put in two goals

for the 8-3-2 Cougars.

Governor Livingston 6, Roselle
Catholic 0

Chrissie Sidie scored two goals for
the 12-0-1, second-seeded Highland-
ers.

Oak Knoll 3, Kent Place 1
Colleen Caufield scored twice for

the Royals.

Rahway 1, New Providence 0
Laura Hudack scored for Rahway.

Local High School
Volleyball Results:

OCTOBER 12:
Union Catholic over Dayton, 25-9,
25-17

Megan Conheeney had seven aces
and two kills, Angela Belotta had three
kills and two digs and Paige Rusnock
had three kills, a block and a dig.

OCTOBER 16:
UC TOURNAMENT:

Westfield over Oak Knoll, 25-11,
25-20

Erin Roudebush notched six kills
and two aces. Lizzy Myers had three
kills, two blocks and an ace for 10-5
Westfield.
Cranford over Scotch Plains-
Fanwood, 25-22, 19-25, 25-17

Michelle Regg had 10 assists and
Michelle Swick had six service points
for the Raiders. Melissa Rogers had
12 kills and 16 digs for Cranford.
Union Catholic over Plainfield, 25-
8, 25-10

Christina Hinkle had 12 service
points and five aces while Joanna
Schurtz had four kills and a dig.
New Providence over Elizabeth, 25-
9, 25-17

Liza Denby had eight kills, six digs
and three aces for the third-seeded
Poineers.
Kent Place over Johnson, 16-25,
25-20, 25-20

Lucia Ponte had 12 assists and five
digs for Kent Place.
Union over Linden, 25-13, 21-25,
25-16

Whitney Green had 11 kills and
three blocks for the fourth-seeded
Farmers.
Roselle Catholic over Dayton, 25-
11, 25-9

Colleen Masterson had 16 assists
and three digs for the 12-7 Lions.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
IN FOR THE TOUCHDOWN…Blue Devil junior halfback Jayshawn King, No.
8, celebrates after scoring on a 15-yard touchdown sprint against the Cranford
Cougars on October 15.

David B. Corbin for The Leader and The Times
ABOUT TO FLYAWAY…Blue Devil
Jenna Skoller prepares for her flyaway
dismount on the uneven bars.
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OWEN BRAND

Residential - Construction
Commercial - Bridge Loans

Local: (908) 789-2730
Toll Free: (888) 256-4447 ext. 26

Your Home-Town
MORTGAGE BANKER

ISB MORTGAGE CO., LLC

Licensed Mortgage Bankers - NJ Dept. of Banking
Equal Housing Lender

obrand@isbmortgageco.com

LUDMER NETS 2; McCARTHY, SHELMAN, PALATUCCI, 1

Soccer Blue Devils Ground
Plainfield Cardinal Girls, 5-0

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Improving all of the time, the
Westfield High School girls’ soccer
team dazzled the Plainfield girls with
a barrage of 34 shots and strutted
away with a 5-0 grounding of the
Cardinals in Westfield on October
13. Aly Ludmer bombed the net with
two goals and had an assist. Erin
McCarthy, Julie Shelman and Tri-
Captain Gio Palatucci each netted a
goal to lead the Devils.

Westfield (6-4-2) made the Cardi-
nals nervous as they spent the entire
game shelling their keeper with shots
from every direction.

“These games are really hard to
come out and play your own game
when you are playing a much weaker
team,” said Blue Devil Head Coach
Katie Egan. “The good thing about
these games is that people who nor-
mally don’t get to play, see lots of
minutes and that’s what I like to do
in these situations. Even my goalie
(Tara O’Donahue) got in there on
the field.”

“Everyone on the sidelines was
cheering for me. They wanted me to
score a goal, so I tried to give the
other keeper a run for her money (4
shots) because she scored against
Eastside,” added O’Donahue.

After firing off a barrage of 10

shots, the first goal finally found its
mark when McCarthy banged in a
shot form 25-yards out into the upper
right corner of the net with 16:04 off
the clock on an assist from Lauren
Campo. The Devils finally appeared
to be rolling.

“We had some difficulty scoring in
the first half because we were a little
over confident, too relaxed on the ball
and not playing our game as we’re
suppose to. We were taking plenty of
shots but lacked the desire to score,”
said sweeper Emily McNeil.

The Cardinal goal area continued
to be a shooting gallery in the second
half as the Blue Devils attacked from
the left and the right sides and crossed
to teammates, who penetrated the
middle and blasted away. Only 54
seconds into the half, Ludmer rippled
the net on an assist by Gillian Kape.
Then Shelman on an assist by Ludmer,
muted the Cardinal chirps when she
rocketed a shot from eight-yards out
for the third goal at 4:42.

The intensity of the shelling grew
even stronger as the game progressed.
Just one minute later, attacking from
the left, Tri-Captain Stephanie
Bridgman crossed the ball to
Palatucci who broke loose down the
middle and headed a stinging shot
past the helpless keeper. Not fin-
ished, back came Ludmer and rattled
the Cardinal cage one more time and

scored her second goal inside the
right side of the post off an assist by
MacNeil at 7:31.

“We came out with a little more of
a desire to win in the second half and
it showed in the first minute,” said
McNeil. “As far as the counties, we
got a pretty good draw as the six seed,
so we believe we’re in a pretty good
position to do really well. We need to
come out hard, take every game as it
comes and know that we have to play
as if it were the next step to the final
of the counties because that’s how we
are going to get there.”

BLUE DEVIL LAU, VIKINGS SEAMON, OSBAHR SCORE

Viking Soccer Boys Wear Down
Blue Devils in UCT, 2-1, in OT

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Persistent pressure from Viking
striker Mike Seamon and a header
three minutes into overtime by
sweeper Brian Osbahr finally wore
down the Westfield High School de-
fensive backs and earned the fifth-
seeded Union Catholic boys soccer
team a 2-1 victory in the opening
round of the Union County Tourna-
ment in Scotch Plains on October 16.

Westfield goalkeeper Jeff Greenlaw
made numerous outstanding saves to
keep the Blue Devils in contention.
Brady Lau scored the sole Blue Devil
goal in the first half on a direct kick
from 15 yards out. Seamon’s deter-
mination satisfied his pangs when he
tied the score early in the second half.

“I thought it was a great match by
both teams; unusual first round match
because it is so competitive which is
sort of what happened to us all year,”
said Blue Devil Head Coach George
Kapner. “We play well, we create
opportunities; we just don’t finish.
We had four by my count that I thought
we should have finished. Had we
done that, we would of won. Number
8, (Seamon) is a great player and I
wish them the best.”

The Blue Devils showed their hun-
ger to score early and consistently.
Viking keeper Chris Chaban warded
off the numerous attacks of Jeffrey
Thomashow, Tom Taylor and Chris

Mattes. With 23:38 left in the first
half, Lau struck gold when he rippled
the upper left hand corner of the net
from 15-yards out on a free kick.

“We started out strong; we’re play-
ing well but unfortunately Westfield
went down six times and they put one
in,” said Viking Head Coach Joe
DeOliveira at halftime. “I could not
ask my boys to change anything. I
told them to keep their head up and
play the game the way you know
how.”

The Vikings retaliated with 21:46
left in the second half. Seamon, as-
sisted by Osbahr, charged from the
right side on a breakaway, outma-
neuvered a defender and finished a
sliding shot into the upper left corner.

“When Westfield scored on that
free kick, that put us down a little.
Coach DeOlivera gave us a very good
speech, pumped us up and we came
out fired up,” said Seamon. “We knew
what we had to do to win this game.
The passes were just great by my
teammates and that gave me the op-
portunity to score a goal.”

Something had to give in the over-
time period. The Blue Devils played
aggressively and effectively and had
several scoring opportunities, but it
was the Vikings who ultimately
mounted a furious attack. With 1:53
off the clock, Osbahr struck gold off
a free kick.

“My man was not really marking

me, so I just went toward the front
post. The ball came to me off a shot
from Danny Rodriques and I headed
it into the left side of the goal.”

“At halftime, I immediately
changed the format of the team. That
sometimes throws a spark into the
team, because you put a sweeper up
in the front line and that change kind
of wakes up the players,” explained
DeOlivera. “As a coach, you need to
try that and see if that motivates the
team somehow. Today, that worked
for us. Speaking to coach Kapner, he
told me he had a real bunch of nice
kids. They really worked hard for him
and his seniors showed that for him
today. I knew they were going to give
us a very good game, which they did.”

Union County Tourney
Girls Volleyball Seeds:

The Union Catholic High School
girls volleyball team received the
second seed and Rahway received
the top seed for the Union County
Tournament. The quarterfinals
matches were to be played by today,
October 21, with the semifinals on
October 28 and finals on October
30 at Roselle Catholic.

TOP EIGHT SEEDS:
1. Rahway
2. Union Catholic
3. New Providence
4. Union
5. Westfield
6. Roselle Catholic
7. Cranford
8. Johnson

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

Notice is hereby given that Ordinance
No. 04-15-R

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING
CHAPTER 61 OF THE CODE
OF THE BOROUGH OF
FANWOOD CONCERNING
THE OFFICE OF BOROUGH
ENGINEER

was passed and adopted on the second
and final reading at a meeting of the Mayor
and Council of the Borough of Fanwood
held on October 12, 2004.

This Ordinance shall take effect imme-
diately after final passage and publication
as required by law.

Eleanor McGovern
Borough Clerk

1 T - 10/21/04, The Times Fee: $17.34

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that at the
meeting of the Zoning Board of Adjust-
ment of the Township of Scotch Plains
held on October 7, 2004, the following
decisions of the Board were memorial-
ized:

Granted a rear-yard setback Variance
with conditions to K. Chaillet for the con-
struction of a deck at the property located
at 2209 Pine Terrace (Block 2903, Lot
19), Scotch Plains.

Granted a Variance with conditions to
Barry and Ursula Saunders for the erec-
tion of a six-foot-high fence at the property
located at 400 Farley Avenue (Block
201, Lot 1.01), Scotch Plains.

Granted a rear-yard setback Variance
with conditions to Marie Maldonado and
Luis Castro for the construction of a deck
at the property located at 2084 Princeton
Avenue (Block 8502, Lot 7), Scotch
Plains.

Granted a Use Variance with conditions
to Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education for the installation of a free-
standing sign at the Park Middle School
located at 580 Park Avenue (Block 1301,
Lot 1), Scotch Plains.

Linda M. Lies
Secretary to the

Zoning Board of Adjustment
1 T - 10/21/04, The Times Fee: $29.58

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BATTLING TO KEEP IT OUT…Blue Devil goalkeeper Jeff Greenlaw sparkled with seven saves against the Vikings in the
UCT opening round. Despite his efforts, Union Catholic won a, 2-1 OT battle in Scotch Plains on October 16.

Coldwell Banker®, Since 1906, America's Premier Real Estate Company

Denotes Open House

Coldwell Banker Mortgage Services
888-317-5416
Concierge Services 800-353-9949
Global Relocation Services  877-384-0033
Previews International Estates Division  800-575-0952

Mobility Broker Network

©2004, Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.  Coldwell Banker is a registered trademark of Coldwell Banker Corporation.  An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity.  Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

www.ColdwellBankerMoves.com

Westfield 908-233-5555
209 Central Avenue

Some people think just any real estate company will do.
Others expect more.

Westfield $1,295,000 Westfield                                                        $769,000

Scotch Plains $699,000 Plainfield                                                        $639,900

Classic centerhall colonial in the Gardens.  6 bedrooms,
3.2 baths, den, family room, living room fireplace, cac &
much more.  WSF0921

Delightful CH colonial with 4 oversized bedrooms, 3.1
baths, inviting family room with fireplace & living room
fireplace.  WSF0924

Move right into this beautiful light bright split in very
desirable Putnam Manor Ridge.  Totally updated.  Walk
to NY trains.  WSF0911

Spacious ranch with open floor plan on beautiful acre of
property.  3 bedrooms, 2.1 baths, cac.  Cul de sac location.
WSF0947

Well maintained colonial on cul de sac.  Open floor plan
with large rooms.  Family room fireplace, 2.1 baths, deck
& more. WSF0912

Large custom expanded ranch.  Fabulous home for
entertaining.  Remodeled kitchen/great room, all new
appliances.  WSF0905

Union                                                             $349,900

Garwood                                                        $519,000
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Raiders’ Extra Effort Quiets
PV Hornet Gridders, 14-12

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

injured after a head on collision with
Hornet running back Craig Sutera in
the second quarter. Although the Hor-
nets did take advantage of Urban’s

absence on defense, the Raiders were
mostly affected on offense where he
had been the starting center for three
years. The Raiders shifted to a pass-
ing game and had little success in that
endeavor the remainder of the game
as QB Dan LaForge completed only
one of 13 attempts.

“We had a JV center, then he got
injured and we went to our sopho-
more center. We had some guys open
on passes and we didn’t hit it. We’ve
got to hit those. We have too. They
(Hornets) put everybody in the box to
stop Lakiem. We have to open it up.
But we hung in there and got it done,”
said Raider Head Coach Steve
Ciccotelli who added. “It created some
problems on defense also because we
had to make changes at linebacker.
I’m proud of the way they fought and
we are going to build on this.”

Later in the quarter, Smith, on a
reverse, looped around the right side
for a 47-yard gain before being
stopped at the 20.

“I thought he was going to score,”
Ciccotelli expressed.

The 2-3 Hornets tightened the score
to 14-6 when Rodriquez scored on
his 56-yard keeper with 9:04 left of
the half. The extra point attempt was
thwarted by Sean Smith’s heavy rush
on the kicker.

The Hornets stung the Raiders on a
54-yard scoring drive that ended with
Mike Cristone’s TD on a one-yard
pitch-pass from Rodriguez with 6:23
left in the final quarter. The Hornets
went for the two-point conversion but
Raiders Anthony Curry and Dan
Piccola smothered the effort.

The real heroics came on the next
drive when the Raiders took to the
ground game and Lockery refused to
be brought down without a fight. Start-
ing from the Raider 37, Lockery car-
ried 10 of 11 times and moved the ball
to the Hornet three. LaForge, who
carried the other time for a key 17-
yard gain, knelt and allowed the clock
to run out.

“We needed first downs. A lot of
people were banged up. We just
sucked it up. It was win or lose. If we
lost, we weren’t getting into the play-
offs. This game proves the point that
we still have the ability to make it to
the playoffs,” said Lockery.

“He played hard. I told him he
could do that. That’s the beauty of
what he did,” said Ciccotelli. “He ran
hard inside and gave the extra effort.
That was beautiful!”
Passaic Valley 0 6 0 6 12
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 7 7 0 0 14

OFF AND RUNNING…Ricardo Johnson breaks off a long touchdown run in
Westfield PAL “A” football team’s 25-0 rout of Perth Amboy on October 10.

and spirit going into the county tour-
nament. It’s now become important
for everyone on the team to work
harder on each event and contribute.
We try working on our strengths and
work on our weaknesses.”

Breuninger’s best performance
came in the vault where she placed
second with an 8.5. She also placed
third on the uneven bars.

“Personally, the vault is one of my
higher strengths, although I’m not
dominant in one,” said Breuninger.
“Technically, my main strategy is to

be sure that there is enough run. Com-
ing down the runway, it’s critical that
I reach maximum speed, putting ev-
erything I have into it and going for
it.”

Capoccia’s best placement came in
the beam Her efforts earned her sec-
ond place with a mark of 8.9. DeJohn
had an excellent day and placed third
on the floor exercise with an 8.75.

“For myself, I have been working
vigorously since my injury to my el-
bow, but I have been able to compete
on beam, floor and a little vault, so that
has been pretty good for the team,”
said DeJohn. “Floor exercise is where
I believe I excel the most. The big
points come via bonuses and tumbling
passes. Usually when there is a spring
floor, we’re able to tumble a lot harder
and throw more difficult tricks such as
the fold and tucks. I see myself com-
peting very well on floor and beam in
the upcoming tournaments. I believe
the Raiders will do pretty well.”
VAULT:
First: Zaleski 8.675 (SPF)
Second: Breuninger 8.5 (SPF)
Third: Laurel Devlin 8.25 (SPF)

BARS:
First: Zaleski 9.0 (SPF)
Second: Amy Harrington 8.35 (WH)
Third: Breuninger 8.05 (SPF)

BEAM:
First: Zaleski 9.0 (SPF)
Second: Capoccia 8.9 (SPF)
Third: Sarah Wasser 8.375 (WH)

FLOOR:
First: Wasser 9.2 (WH)
Second: Zaleski 9.0 (SPF)
Third: DeJohn 8.75 (SPF)

ALL AROUND:
First: Zaleski 35.675 (SPF)
Second: Wasser 33.5 (WH)
Third: Harrington 33.15 (WH)

SPF Raider Gymnasts Spin
Watchung Hills, 102.8-98.35

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Westfield PAL “A” Swamps
Springfield Grid Kids, 34-6

The Westfield’s PAL “A” football
team prevailed, 34-6, over the Spring-
field Minutemen on October 17, im-
proving their record 5-0.

Defensemen Ricardo Johnson and
Nick DeFraites supported by Chris
Jacob, Jimmy Reardon, James Diddell
and Gerald Schuman made key tack-
les. Then, QB Craig Dyer handed off
to Chris Rhodes who scored
Westfield’s first TD. Chris Sheehan
squeezed the extra point.

JiHaad Billups and Johnson re-
corded tackles and TJ Mruz had a
fumble recovery. Johnson, with blocks
from Nick Hawkins, Matt Stroup and
Ryan Gradel and the rest of the of-
fense, sped for a TD. Dyer flipped to
DeFazio for the extra point. Later,
Mruz had a 16-yard Mruz carry and
DeFazio ran for nine to set another
Johnson TD. Dyer passed to Drew
Bergin for the extra point.

In the second half, Springfield
muffed a punt return and Rhodes re-
covered. Dyer escaped a near sack
and handed to DeFazio who received
blocking from Mruz, Hawkins,
Sheehan Eric Moran, Joe Kania and
Dan Ludlum. Johnson blasted to the
one then Dyer scored on a keeper.
Rhodes tacked on the extra point.

Tenacious take downs by Kevin
Murphy, DeFraites, Readon, Michael
Clark with assistance by Spencer
Cassidy, Zack Connolly, Matt Reiss,
Frank Lewis, John Gillmartin, Brian
Dunn and Jordon Johnson held the
Minutemen until Springfield broke
through with a 66-yard TD run.
Tyshon Allen brought down the
Springfield QB preventing the extra
point.

Evan Paulen, DeFraites and
Schuman applied final defensive pres-
sure.

Local High School
Girls Tennis Results:

OCTOBER 12:
NORTH SEC. 2, GROUP 4 (SEMIS)

WESTFIELD 3, WATCHUNG HILLS 2
First singles: Nikki Reich (W) d. Chrissy
Principe, 6-3,6-3
Second singles: Emily Schiller (WH) d.
Michelle Morawski, 6-2,6-4
Third singles: Lisa Aliche (W) d. Alison
Schwartz, 6-1,6-2
First doubles: Stacey Gavernik and
Danielle Weiss (WH) d. Jessica Bender
and Lane Maloney,4-6, 6-3,6-4
Second doubles: Rachael Louie and
Kim Morawski (W) d. Kelly Graizadei
and Carina Lenenberger, 6-2,6-3

NORTH SEC. 2, GROUP 2 (QUAR-
TERS)

GOVERNOR LIVINGSTON 4, CHATHAM
1
First singles: Katie Tierney (GL) d. Ali
Harvbey, 6-1, 6-3
Second singles: Laura Atley (C) d.
Sabrina Govindarajan, 6-1, 6-2
Third singles: Paige Geiger (GL) d. Nikki
Rommer, 6-4, 6-2
First doubles: Jeff Baroff and Jen
Berntson (GL) d. Christina Kettle and
Danielle VF, 6-1, 6-1
Second doubles: Jean Namkung and
Tina Chou (GL) d. Alyssa Guider and
Maggie Ryan, 6-1, 6-0

Scotch Plains-Fanwood 5, East Side 0
First singles: Carly Heinz won forfeit
Second singles: Kellie Meehan d.
Veronica Ortiz, 6-0, 6-0
Third singles: Alyssa Markovitz d.
Annell Lopez, 6-0, 6-0
First doubles: Danielle Egan and Kara
Brass d. Damaris Garcia and Gloria
Henriques, 6-0, 6-0
Second doubles: Jaci Lopez and Kiara
Thomas d. Evelyn Guvra and Maria
Rodriques, 6-0, 6-0

OCTOBER 13:
NORTH SEC. 2, GROUP 2 (SEMIS)

GOVERNOR LIVINGSTON 4, SUMMIT 1
First singles: Ana Mungo (S) d. Katie
Tierney, 6-1, 6-1
Second singles: Sabrina Govindarajin
(GL) d. Emily Moore, 6-1, 6-1
Third singles: Paige Geiger (GL) d.
Megtan Van Syskle, 6-4, 6-4
First doubles: Jess Baroff and Jen
Berntson (GL) d. Jessica Fernandez
and Lauren Leleiko, 7-5, 7-4
Second doubles: Jean Namkung and
Tina Chou (GL) d. Laine Adams and
Laura Kwitnicki, 6-2, 6-0

OCTOBER 14:
NORTH SEC. 2, GROUP 4 (FINAL)

J. P. STEVENS 3, WESTFIELD 2
First singles: Lucy Zhang (JP) d. Nikki
Reich, 6-1, 6-2
Second singles: Luba Smolensky (JP)
d. Michelle Morawski, 6-2, 6-0
Third singles: Lisa Aliche (W) d. Ryan
Johnson, 6-4, 7-5
First doubles: Lane Maloney and Jes-
sica Bender (W) d. Nicole Kesselman
and Jo-Ming Chiang, 3-6, 6-2, 6-2
Second doubles: Nancy Chen and
Sayuri Khandavilli (JP) d. Kim Morawski
and Rachel Louie, 3-6, 6-3, 6-0

Local High School
Boys Soccer Results:

OCTOBER 14:
Union Catholic 2, Johnson 1

Mike Seamon assisted Matt Cunha
on a goal and scored the winning goal
off an assist from Cunha.

UC TOURNAMENT:
Scotch Plains-Fanwood 7, Hillside 0

Sean McNelis notched two goals
and an assist for the 12-3 Raiders.

Summit 2, Linden 1
The Hilltoppers toppled the top-

seeded Tigers when Carlos Villalobos
hit both goals.

Cranford 2, New Providence 1
Kyle Lynch and Oscar Vasquez

scored for the Cougars

Governor Livingston 3, Dayton 0
Sam Goodspeed, Connor Donohue

and Andrew Elliot scored goals.

Union 3, Brearley 1
Farmer Sean Oliviera scored twice.

Johnson 1, Rahway 0
Crusader Tom Azydzik scored. www.goleader.com

UNION COUNTY 50+ SOFTBALL CHAMPS…Comcast Cablevision recently
won the Union County 50+ Softball League title. Pictured, left to right, are: front
row; Steve Federbush, Steve Ferro, Bill Reichle, Frank Pepe and Bill Mirto;
middle row, Steve Pietrucha, Tom Lombardi, Dom Deo, Charles Lehman and
Brian Williams; back row, Tony Williams, Frank Bender, John McLaughlin,
Angelo Corbo and Karl Grossmann.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GALLOPING FOR A 56-YARD TD…Raider halfback Lakiem Lockery, No. 9,
breaks through a big hole and gallops for a 56-yard touchdown against the Passaic
Valley Hornets.

MOUNTAINSIDE                  $527,000

Four bedroom Colonial with spacious sunlit interior.  Fireplace with built-ins in the living room, china
closet in formal dining room.  Large country kitchen.  Great property with fully fenced yard and specimen
plantings.  Please call for your personal tour of this notable home today.  Rahway Ave. to W. Grove #236
(052009694)

CRANFORD                                                                                                  $465,000
Sparkling nine room, four bedroom residence with fresh decor throughout located on a tranquil tree lined street.  Spacious
open floorplan includes formal dining room with sliders to entertaining deck, living room with crown molding and oak floors
& updated eat-in kitchen.  Lower level offers a flexible floorplan to suit your family’s needs.  Set on a beautifully landscaped
property just moments away from shops, schools & NY transportation.  606 Hory St. would be the perfect choice to call home
. . . call for your appointment today.  Myrtle to 1st lt under pkway overpass (Bryant) to 1st rt onto Hory #606   (05200NEW)

WESTFIELD                    $549,000

This 4 bedroom 1.5 bath home sits on a hill overlooking a tree-lined street and features hardwood
floors, eat-in kitchen, wood burning fireplace in  living room and chair rail in formal dining room.  The
Florida room leads you to  a serene backyard which includes a brick barbeque situated in a park-like
setting. (052009746)

CRANFORD                       $439,000
Location!  Location!  Location!  Lovely Split on a quiet tree-lined street in the south side of Cranford.  This
home features four bedrooms, a large master bedroom with full bath, hardwood floors, an eat-in kitchen
and spacious family room which leads to the patio.  Maintenance free exterior.  Walnut Ave. to Chester
Lane to rt Lexington to lt Carolina to rt Clark.  (052009788)

Open House Sun 10/24  1-5PMOpen House Sun 10/24  1-5PM

Open House Sun 10/24  1-5PM
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BURGDORFF, REALTORS ERA
INTERNATIONAL COLLECTION • NORTHEAST REGIONAL OFFICE

339 JEFFERSON ROAD • PARSIPPANY, NJ • TOLL FREE (877) 603-8956 
www.burgdorff.com

Distinctive Properties

Owned and Operated By NRT Incorporated.

…and now encompasses 32 rolling acres in Chatham Township’s Green Village. This exceptional farm is located 25
miles west of New York City and three miles from the Manhattan-bound train. It’s minutes away from shopping and
every day conveniences. A licensed heli-stop on the farm is an added convenience.

The property, adjacent to 40 natural acres preserved in perpetuity, has three ponds, an apple orchard with blueberry,
blackberry and raspberry bushes, enclosed pastures for farm animals and many mature trees and plantings. The 
outbuildings include a barn with stables, heated tack room with a washing machine and dryer, half bath, wash stall,
chicken coup, storage for farm equipment, hayloft and a three-car garage. Two of the three enclosed pastures include
run-in sheds. The current owners have horses, sheep, miniature donkeys, llamas, chickens and bees.

The home, built in 1910, is the centerpiece of the property. It was completely renovated in 1997. It features a 
traditional center hall layout, detailed with classic molding, raised paneling and wainscoting. It has three full floors with
nine-foot ceilings on each level. The spacious floor plan includes four wood burning fireplaces, seven bedrooms, six full
baths, three half baths and two staircases.

The first floor consists of a front-to-back foyer, a formal living room, a sunroom with a checkered black and white 
marble floor, a large dining room, a library with original paneling, and a beautiful kitchen and butler’s pantry. The
kitchen has a professional six-burner stove with griddle, two ovens, a Sub-Zero refrigerator, two sinks and a warming
drawer. The pantry has a second dishwasher, a Sub-Zero under-counter refrigerator and ice machine, and a farm sink.
Hand painted tiles and beautiful china cabinets complete this custom kitchen. There are seven French doors on the first
floor leading to a formal boxwood garden and a flagstone terrace with sitting walls and a built-in grill.

The second floor has a master suite with a fireplace, French doors leading to a deck overlooking one of the ponds, the
horse pastures and the pool. His and Hers walk-in closets, a dressing room, and a bath with a Jacuzzi tub and steam
shower complete the area. The guest room has a fireplace and a private bath. There are two other bedrooms with full
baths on this level and a laundry/computer room with countertops and built-ins.

The third floor has three bedrooms, two full baths, five storage closets and a large attic.

There is a three car attached garage to the house with a large storage space above the garage. The basement is 
partially finished with children’s game room, exercise room, home office, wine cellar and workshop.

A beautiful fence and perennials surround the 25 x 50 foot in ground pool. There are two pool houses, one with a
changing room and the other with a counter top and shelves for towels and a refrigerator. The pool connects to a 
formal English garden and a potting shed. The landscaped grounds include a whimsical children’s playhouse complete
with its own plantings!

The house has six separate zones of heating and air conditioning. The property has a 15-zone irrigation system, a 
complete fire and security system and invisible dog fencing.

This magnificent property is one of the ERA International Collection of Luxury Homes offered by Burgdorff ERA.

For additional information, including the price, or to arrange a private showing, contact Kathleen “Kathy” Young at
973-635-3296 in the Chatham office or toll free at 1-877-603-8956.

“Ballymere” Farm is being Subdivided…

Making Your Biggest Investment . . .

Your Best!

Betty Lynch

Westfield Office
209 Central Avenue
Westfield, NJ 07090

Broker / Sales Associate

For Immediate Reply,
908-419-5141 (cell)

bettlync@att.net
Office: 908-233-5555

Over 25 Years Experience
Knowledge of Market Area
Integrity & Personalized Service
Expert Marketing (home staging, extensive
internet exposure, virtual tours, and
professional brochures)
Seasoned Professional With Outstanding
Negotiating Skills, Whether You’re
BUYING or SELLING
Full-Time, Licensed Assistant to Help
Handle Transaction Details
Committed to Customer Satisfaction,
Listening to Your Needs & Expectations
Specializing in Union & Somerset
Counties

NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award - Gold
1986,87 1998-2002

Lifetime Member NJAR Distinguished Sales Club
International President’s Elite

©2004 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.  Coldwell Banker is a registered trademark of
Coldwell Banker Corporation.  An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity.
Owned and operated by NRT, Inc.

Betty Lynch

SCORING THE WESTFIELD TD…Westfield PAL “C” football team “T”
Brand, No. 30, scored a touchdown in the 6-0, victory over Springfield to up its
record to 5-0. The other Westfield player is tight end Jey Yingling.

Westfield PAL ‘D’ Stumps
Springfield Grid Kids 12-6

After The Westfield PAL “D” foot-
ball team’s 12-6 win over Springfield
a game ball was presented to center
Michael Mondon’s father, Robert
Mondon, who is in the United States
reserves and will be leaving for Iraq.
Quarterback Patrick Dyer led the pass-
ing attack, completing four passes for
92 yards, and a touchdown.

On the first possession, wingback
Brandon Vasaallo swept around the
outside. Fullback Joseph Rinaldi
pounded the middle behind the block-
ing of Nicholas Colello and Alex
Williams for seven and nine yards.
Back Johnny Lanzano swept outside
for gains of six and 23 yards. Dyer,
behind the blocking of Danial Burke,
Colello and Alex Mchugh, hit Jack-
son O’Leary for a 20-yard comple-
tion to the Springfield nine-yard line.
On the next play, Dyer hit tight end
Jake Harris for the touchdown.

Springfield was limited to only 46
yards rushing. Defensivemen Dillon

Rolnick, Troy Skibitsky, Michael
Carlino, Frankie Scalera, Kyle Kania,
John Dooley, Alec Garrity and An-
thony Amatucci recorded tackles be-
hind the line of scrimmage. Wil
Johnston, Patrick Johnson, Michael
Laface, Ryan Elliot, Tim Walsh, Jus-
tin Ricardo, JP Gilmartin, Austin
Slifer, Brian Fritz, Taylor Friss, Tho-
mas Flanigan, Nicholas Ertman, Mike
D’Antico and Ryan Bohrod recorded
tackles.

In the second half Wesfield had an
11 play 65-yard scoring drive. Rinaldi
carried three times for 17 yards.
Lanzano ran twice for 16 yards and
Brendon Dugan converted two short
yardage attempts. Dyer completed
two more passes to O’Leary for 25
and 17 yards. From the four, Rinaldi
dashed for the touchdown. Colin Bar-
ber, Zachary Choder, Richard
Fletcher, Kevin Anderson, and Nicho-
las Arnold had major blocks to spring
the running backs.

Russell Bowers, known as Boo
and known for being one of
Westfield High School’s finest bas-

ketball players ever, will be among
the inductees at the Westfield Ath-
letic Hall of Fame ceremony on
November 22 at The Westwood in
Garwood. The event will begin at 6
p.m.

Bowers, a fine shooter and
rebounder, earned All-Union
County and All-Watchung Confer-
ence honors as a junior in 1976 and
as a senior in 1977. During his fine
senior season, Bowers led Westfield
to the Watchung Conference’s
American Division title and a 20-8
record. He was honored on Third
Team All-State for that 1977 sea-
son.

From there, he continued to ex-
cel, earning East Coast Conference
Rookie of the Year honors during
his freshman year at American Uni-
versity in Washington, D.C. He
gained all-conference and all-dis-
trict honors during his collegiate
career, which was highlighted when
he was the nation’s No. 2 scorer
with 27 points a game average in
1980.

He was a third-round pick in the
NBA draft by the Cleveland Cava-
liers and eventually played pro ball
around the world, including in Italy,
France and Argentina.

Tickets for the dinner can be pur-
chased at the Westfield High School
Athletic Office or in town at
Cosenza Insurance and Taylor &
Love Realty.

WF PAL C Blanks
Springfield PAL, 6-0
In the battle of unbeatens,

Westfield topped Springfield, 6-0,
but the Blue Devils demonstrated an
air of dominance. Westfield’s offense
had its work cut out for them, facing
a large, unscored upon team with
two large tackles weighing 175-lbs
and 195-lbs.

Jey Yingling and Nick Matthews
allowed Westfield to rack up close to
200 yards in offense with 160 yards
rushing. Taylor Brand led in rushing
with over 70 yards, including the
game’s only touchdown. Tony Pafumi
rushed for over 50 yards.

The defense came up with its best
performance of the year, allowing
Springfield only 47 yards rushing,
no passing yards and only three first
downs. When Springfield tried end
sweeps, Westfield’s defensive ends
Jack Kephart and Daniel Kerr shut
them down. Outside linebacker
Steven Reiss and safety Peter Ondi
had strong performances. Noseguard
Michael Giacone and right outside
linebacker Craig Callahan led the
team in tackles.

Westfield will take its 6-0 record to
New York to play Richmond Boro on
Sunday, October 24 at noon.

Westfield PAL ‘E’ Stomps
Springfield Gridders, 13-6

ELUDING THE DEFENDERS…Westfield PAL “E” football team running back
Brian Githens eludes Springfield’s defense on his way to a game-winning, 50-yard
touchdown run.

The Westfield PAL “E” football
team defeated Springfield, 13-6, on
October 17 for its fourth-straight vic-
tory. Westfield relied on blocking,
strong outside running and a stifling
defense.

Westfield scored on its first posses-
sion, driving 50 yards in six plays and
scoring on Christian Burgdorf’s a two-
yard quarterback keeper. Keegan Hess
set up the score with a 35-yard run.
The PAT fell just short as Burgdorf
completed a screen pass to wingback
Brett Glenn.

Springfield answered on its next pos-
session, scoring on a 40-yard run up the
middle, knotting the score at 6-6.
Westfield’s defense then took charge
and shut down any further scoring op-

portunities for the remainder of the game.
Westfield’s offense later got key

yardage with gains by running backs
Kell Dolan and Pat McKusker. Late in
the game, Brian Githens broke around
the outside and galloped 50 yards for
the game-winning touchdown. The
ensuing PAT raised the score 13-6.

Holden Earhart provided a game
saving-tackle on a Springfield inter-
ception, dragging down the defender
as he sprinted towards the end zone.

Brenton Harries, Jon Nanna and
Kevin Urbina provided outstanding play
both offensively and defensively. Matt
Barber, Quinn Dursee, Chris Burgdorf,
Jake Greenberg, Chris Callahn, Liam
Devin, Chris Callahn and Chris Stivala
provided aggressive tackling.

D E E G A N

ROOFING
C O M P A N Y

908-322-6405

Tear-Offs • Re-Roofs
Repairs • Gutters

Free Estimates • Fully Insured
GOING AWAY PRESENT…Westfield PAL football coach John Dugan and
player Michael Mondon present the game ball from Westfield’s victory over
Springfield this past Sunday to Michael’s father, Robert Mondon, a soldier in the
US Army National Guard who is scheduled to be deployed this week to Iraq.
Looking on is assistant coach Sam Vassallo.

Russ Bowers to Be Inducted
In WF Athletic Hall of Fame
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Kimberley Aslanian Haley 
Expect More 

 

NJAR CIRCLE OF EXCELLENCE GOLD LEVEL 2003   

 

 

CHARMING NORTHSIDE COLONIAL 
This charming Colonial offers ideal location boasting 4 bedrooms and 

2.1 bathrooms.  It’s spacious design provides large formal rooms, 

wood burning fireplace, updated eat-in Kitchen with original tin 

ceiling, nine foot beam ceilings, hardwood floors, natural chestnut 

moldings, 1/3 acre of lush landscape and a short walk to schools 

downtown Westfield and NYC Transportation.  Offered for $799,900 

SOUTHSIDE CUL-DE-SAC LOCATION 

Pristine and spacious Colonial home on a quiet cul-de-sac in Scotch 

Plains .  Updates are numerous and include a gourmet eat-in Kitchen 

with top of the line appliances, first floor Family Room with fireplace, 

finished basement & large formal rooms underlain by newly finished 

hardwood floors. The pool and professionally landscaped, private 

backyard are a must see!                                  Offered for $899,900 

UNPARALLELED SOPHISTICATION 
Coupled with unparalleled architectural distinction, this exquisite 

home returns us to the Gatsby Era with a combination of 

sophistication, warmth and style. Exceptionally appointed, this 

incomparable 14 room Colonial, combining classic detail with 

modern convenience and luxury, sits on almost an acre of one of 

Westfield’s most prestigious streets.         Offered for $3.25 million  

www.KimHaley.com 
Direct Line 908.301.2004 
KimHaley@coldwellbanker.com 

Coldwell Banker 
RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE 

Business 908.233.5555 
209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ  07090  

WF PAL Recognizes Wrestlers,
Announces 2004 Registration

petes in two leagues and has an inde-
pendent schedule for the first year
wrestlers.

The boys were recognized for their
achievements for the 2003-2004 sea-
son at the annual awards banquet held
April 15 at B.G. Fields. Overall, the
team had one champion, three, sec-
ond-place winners and one, third-
place winner in the Central Jersey
League Tournament (CJLT). Six wres-
tlers qualified for the State Tourna-
ment.

Taking home the “Coach’s Excel-
lence Award” were Matt Albano CJLT
champion, Christian Barber second
in CJLT, Adam Laird for best techni-
cian, and Phil Reynolds for his over-
all performance. Colin Barber was
recognized for taking second in the
State Tournament and Jey Yingling
(second in CJLT).

The “Most Improved Wrestler
Award” went to Andy Castrorao (sec-
ond at the State Qualifier) and Tony
Pafumi (fifth at the State Tourna-
ment).

Joe Panarese received the “Most
Dedicated Wrestler Award”. Troy
Skibitsky (second CJLT) took home
the “Outstanding Wrestler Award”.

Registration is now open and will
be ongoing throughout the season.
Forms can be obtained by emailing
WestfieldPALWrestling@comcast.net.
Practices start November 1 with free
clinics to be held in October on Thurs-
day nights at Roosevelt Intermediate
School.

IMPROVING THEIR RECORD TO 11-0-1…The Westfield High School Juniot
Varsity boys soccer team continued its winning streak by beating Irvington, 5-1,
at Tamaques Park on October 18. Dan Strauss, No. 14, and Kevin Anderson, No.
9, head toward the ball.

SPF PAL ‘A’ Raiders Shutout
Perth Amboy Grid Kids, 32-0

On October 17, the Scotch Plains
Fanwood Raiders PAL “A” team de-
feated visiting Perth Amboy, 32-0.
The win was the Raiders’ fifth in a
row and improved their overall record
to 5-1.

The Raiders dominated offensively
and defensively. The Raiders totaled
366 yards on offense while limiting
Perth Amboy to just 32 yards total
offense. The Raiders scored on five of
their six offensive series and the only
time they were stopped was when
they had the ball on the Perth Amboy
four-yard line as time ran out in the

first half.
Andrew Brockel led the Raiders

with 116 yards rushing, including a
22-yard touchdown run where he dove
and struck the goal line pylon marker
with the ball. Josh Ahiabor totaled
112 yards, including a 56-yard touch-
down run that was set up by a key
downfield block from tight end Sam
Stamler. Anthony Taylor kicked in
72 rushing yards, including a nifty
39-yard touchdown run, and Matt
Berka ran for 26 yards and one touch-
down. Quarterback Nick Bonadies
added a rushing touchdown.

The Raiders limited Perth Amboy
to just 26 offensive plays and were
led by Dan Gilman, Marcus Green,
Darwin Nitro, Chris Santangello,
Antonio Dinizo, Chad Ringle, Shane
Sheppard, Mike Troutman, Albert
Cortes, Brockel and Berka.

The Westfield PAL wrestling teams
are preparing for the 2004-2005 sea-
son, returning all but three wrestlers
from last year’s team. The team com-

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

INVITATION TO BID

Sealed proposals will be received by the
Town of Westfield in the Council Cham-
bers at the Municipal Building, 425 East
Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey, at
10:00 AM prevailing time on Monday,
November 1, 2004, for the “PROPOSED
STORM SEWERS ON VARIOUS ROADS
IN THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD, NEW
JERSEY”.

The work under this Proposal includes
the furnishing of all labor, materials and
equipment necessary to complete the work
as shown on the Contract Drawings and
described in the Contract Specifications,
and Proposals shall be in accordance with
such Drawings and Specifications and the
terms proposed in the Contract.

The major items of work under this con-
tract will include, but will not be limited to,
the following in estimated quantities:

825 L.F.     12 inch High Density Polyeth-
ylene Pipe

350 L.F.     15 inch High Density Polyeth-
ylene Pipe

550 L.F.     18 inch High Density Polyeth-
ylene Pipe

10 Each     Construct Various Type Inlets
2 Each     Construct Manhole

The successful bidder shall start con-
struction ten (10) days after notice of award
of Contract is given, and shall complete all
work within thirty (30) calendar days after
notice to proceed.

Proposals shall be in writing on the forms
furnished and must be delivered at the
place and before the hour above men-
tioned, and must be accompanied by a
certified check or bid bond payable to the
Town of Westfield in an amount equal to at
least ten percent (10%) of the base amount
of the bid, but not less than $500.00 nor
more than $20,000.00.  Each bid must
also be accompanied by a Surety Com-
pany Certificate stating that said Surety
company will provide the bidder with the
required Performance bond in the full
amount of the Contract, by a Non-Collu-
sion Affidavit and a Contractor’s Qualifica-
tion Statement, Statement of Ownership,
on the forms included in and explained in
the contract documents.

Bidders must be in compliance with all
provisions of Chapter 127 P. L. 1975
supplement to the law against discrimina-
tion (Affirmative Action) and must pay
workmen the prevailing wage rates pro-
mulgated by the New Jersey State Depart-
ment of Labor and Industry for this project,
copies of which are on file in the Office of
the Town engineer.

Plans and specifications may be seen or
procured ($50.00) at the office of the Town
Engineer, Public Works Center, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey.  The
Mayor and Council reserve the right to
reject any bid, and to waive any informality
in any bid, if in the interest of the Town, it
is deemed advisable to do so.

Kenneth B. Marsh
Town Engineer

1 T - 10/21/04, The Leader Fee: $61.20

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

PLANNING BOARD

The Westfield Planning Board will meet
on November 4, 2004 in Council Cham-
bers in the Westfield Municipal Building,
Westfield, New Jersey at 8:00 p.m. to hear
and consider the following application:

04-21(V)JO ANN CONSTANTINO, 227
ELIZABETH AVENUE, BLOCK
4803, LOT 12, SEEKING MINOR
SUBDIVISION APPROVAL.  AP-
PLICANT PROPOSES TO RE-
MOVE THE EXISTING HOUSE
ON THE PROPERTY AND CRE-
ATE TWO NEW BUILDING
LOTS FROM THE EXISTING
SINGLE LOT.
Applicant seek variances from
the following:
List of New C.40:55D-70c. Vari-
ances Requested for Lot 12.01:
Section 11.08.E.1 of the Land
Use Ordinance.  Ordinance re-
quires minimum lot area within
first 134 feet of depth of 8,000
feet.  Applicant proposes 7,696
feet.
Section 11.08.E.2 of the Land
Use Ordinance.  Ordinance re-
quires minimum lot width of 60
feet.  Applicant proposes 46.98
feet.
Section 11.08.E.3 of the Land
Use Ordinance.  Ordinance re-
quires minimum lot frontage of
60 feet.  Applicant proposes 38.33
feet.
Section 11.08.E.5 of the Land
Use Ordinance.  Ordinance re-
quires minimum front yard depth
(E.F.Y.D.) of 30.87 feet.  Appli-
cant proposes 72.7 feet.
List of New C.40:55D-70c. Vari-
ances Requested for Lot 12.02:
Section 11.08.E.1 of the Land
Use Ordinance.  Ordinance re-
quires minimum lot area within
first 134 feet of depth of 8,000
feet.  Applicant proposes 7,894
feet.
Section 11.08.E.2 of the Land
Use Ordinance.  Ordinance re-
quires minimum lot width of 60
feet.  Applicant proposes 43.60
feet.
Section 11.08.E.3 of the Land
Use Ordinance.  Ordinance re-
quires minimum lot frontage of
60 feet.  Applicant proposes 30.49
feet.
Section 11.08.E.5 of the Land
Use Ordinance.  Ordinance re-
quires minimum front yard depth
(E.F.Y.D.) of 30.87 feet.  Appli-
cant proposes 60.0 feet.

Plans and application are on file in the
Office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue, West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday 8:30
a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Kenneth B. Marsh
Secretary

1 T - 10/21/04, The Leader Fee: $61.20

“At the Scene of the Crime”
Science Workshop: A mock crime
scene is examined, information is
presented in many formats and par-
ticipants solve the crime.  The end
of the program brings about a con-
clusion to the “crime.”  Ages 7 to
12. The event will be Tuesday, No-
vember 2, at Scotch Hills Country
Club, 3:45 to 5:45 p.m. $25 per
person.

Cell-ebration” Science Work-
shop: Students will be introduced
to cell organelles, the membrane,
mitochondria, nucleus, ribosome
and more.  They will imitate the
action of each of these parts, and
focus on DNA in directing and
recreating life.  Ages 7 to 12. The
event will be Wednesday, Novem-
ber 3, at Scotch Hills Country Club,
3:45 to 5:45 p.m. $25 per person.

MARACAS: This fall MARA-
CAS announces the following
classes offered in two sessions:

Session A – Continuing through
Wednesday, October 27; Session
B to take place Wednesdays, No-
vember 3 to December 15.

MARACAS I - An interactive
Spanish language program for chil-
dren ages 3 to 5 and a parent or
guardian.  Offered sessions A and
B, Wednesdays, 9:30 to 10:15 a.m.

MARACAS Cuentos – an inter-
active, story-based Spanish lan-
guage class for children ages three
to five and a parent or guardian.
Offered sessions A and B, Wednes-
days, 10:30 to 11:15 a.m.

MARACAS Aventuras – This
new class is designed for children
ages 5 to 7.  The program features

the Scholastic Magazine “Let’s
Find Out” in Spanish, and offers
students a chance to learn about
people, holidays, and nature.  This
class will only be offered during
Session B (November 2 to Decem-
ber 12/14),  Tuesdays, 4 to 4:45
p.m. Fee for all classes is $125.
Space is limited to 10 students per
class.

Bowling: Bumper Bowling–
Pre-K and kindergarten will be held
at Linden Lanes on Wednesdays at
9:30 a.m.  This program is for
children and mother/guardian.
Same fees as above apply.

Central Jersey Midget Wres-
tling: The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Raiders Wrestling Club is open to
boys and girls K-sixth grades.  In-
structional program according to
age, weight and skill level.  Season
begins November 1.  Practices will
be held in the Towne House. Please
call Mike Ridge at (908) 889-5030
with questions.

Junior Wrestling Program (K-
Second grades) Held Mondays for
8 weeks. November 1 to December
20. Held at the Towne House.

Senior Aerobics: Fall Session-
14 classes. Site: Towne House,
10:30 to 11:30 a.m. Tuesdays and
Thursdays until November 18.
Residents $5; non-Residents $10.

Social Dance Class: A new pro-
gram in the lineup this fall.  Learn
some new dance steps while keep-
ing fit and having fun all at the
same time. Dates are every
Wednesday until November 24.
Residents: $10; non-Residents:
$15.

Scotch Plains Recreation Events

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY

BOARD OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS

ORDINANCE 605-2004
INTRO: 10/14/04

NOTICE OF PENDING BOND
ORDINANCE AND SUMMARY

The bond ordinance, the summary terms
of which are included herein, was intro-
duced and passed upon first reading at a
meeting of the Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers of the County of Union, State of New
Jersey, on October 14, 2004.  It will be
further considered for final passage, after
public hearing thereon, at a meeting of
said Board of Chosen Freeholders to be
held at the County Administration Build-
ing, Elizabethtown Plaza, Elizabeth, New
Jersey, on October 28, 2004 at 7:00 P.M.
During the week prior to and up to and
including the date of such meeting copies
of the full ordinance will be available at no
cost and during regular business hours, at
the Clerk of the Board of Chosen Free-
holders’ office for the members of the
general public who shall request the same.
The summary of the terms of such bond
ordinance follows:

TITLE: BOND ORDINANCE
TO AUTHORIZE THE ACQUI-
SITION OF REAL PROPERTY
IN THE CITY OF PLAINFIELD
FOR OPEN SPACE CONSER-
VATION AND OTHER GOV-
ERNMENTAL PURPOSES IN,
BY AND FOR THE COUNTY
OF UNION, STATE OF NEW
JERSEY, TO APPROPRIATE
THE SUM OF $1,900,000 TO
PAY THE COST THEREOF,
TO MAKE A DOWN PAY-
MENT, TO AUTHORIZE THE
ISSUANCE OF BONDS TO
FINANCE SUCH APPRO-
PRIATION AND TO PROVIDE
FOR THE ISSUANCE OF
BOND ANTICIPATION NOTES
IN ANTICIPATION OF THE
ISSUANCE OF SUCH BONDS.

Purpose(s): Acquisition of real property
located at 1229 Cushing Road in the City
of Plainfield, New Jersey, for open space
conservation and other governmental pur-
poses.  Said property to be acquired is
designated as Block 922, Lots 55 and 56
on the Tax Assessment Map of the City.

Appropriation: $1,900,000
Bonds/Notes Authorized: $1,800,000
Grants (if any) Appropriated: -0-
Section 20 Costs: $100,000
Useful Life: 40 years

This Notice is published pursuant to
N.J.S.A. 40A:2-17.

Sharda Badri
Clerk of the Board of
Chosen Freeholders

County of Union
State of New Jersey

1 T - 10/21/04, The Leader Fee: $58.65

WTA Men’s Masters
Tennis Ladder Told:
Final 2004 Results for the

Westfield Men’s Masters Tennis
Ladder

1. Don Dohm
2. Chris Wendel
3. Mike McGlynn
4. Bob Kolesik
5. Hank Koehler
6. Joe Donnolo

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

Notice is hereby given that Westfield
Board of Adjustment adopted Resolutions
at its October 18, 2004 meeting for the
following applications heard at its Septem-
ber 13, 2004 meeting:

Larry and Eileen Reich, 430
Longfellow Avenue, seeking permission
to erect a one-story addition in the rear
contrary to the requirements of Section:
12.04F of the Land Use Ordinance. This
application was memorialized at the Octo-
ber 20, 2003 meeting. Applicant is re-
questing a 1-year extension of variance
approval from October 18, 2004 to Octo-
ber 18, 2005. Approved with conditions.

Mr. & Mrs. Rembisz, 908 Carleton
Road, seeking permission to erect an ad-
dition contrary to the requirements of Sec-
tions: 12.04F1, & 12.04F2 of the Land Use
Ordinance. Approved with conditions.

Jennifer & Ido Zairi, 548 Washington
Street, seeking permission to erect an
addition contrary to the requirements of
Section: 11.09E6, 13.01G1b & 12.03D of
the Land Use Ordinance. Approved with
conditions.

Lori and Dan Duffy, 531 Colonial Av-
enue, seeking permission to erect two
front porches, one with a pergola style
roof, contrary to the requirements of Sec-
tions 12.03D & 13.02H1 of the Land Use
Ordinance. Approved with conditions.

Howard Roby, 1110 Columbus Av-
enue, seeking permission to move an
existing shed from the existing location
contrary to the requirements of Section:
12.04F1 of the Land Use Ordinance.  De-
nied.

Shawn & Rebecca Braitling, 881
Shadowlawn Drive, seeking permission
to erect 6-foot fence on a corner lot con-
trary to the requirements of Section: 12.07C
of the Land Use Ordinance. Withdrawn.

Lori A. Boyd, Secretary
Board of Adjustment

1 T - 10/21/04, The Leader Fee: $40.80

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

CITIZENS INPUT FOR
REVENUE BLOCK GRANT

Mayor Martin Marks has announced a
public hearing will be held on the HUD
Revenue Sharing Block Grant, XXXI Year
funding on October 27, 2004 in Room 202,
Municipal Building, 430 Park Avenue,
Scotch Plains, New Jersey at 7:30 p.m.

We are attempting to set our own priori-
ties and want to know how our own citi-
zens feel the county allocation should be
spent”, said Mayor Marks.

Scotch Plains has benefited from Com-
munity Development funds since 1975
amounting to over $3,750,000. It is ex-
pected that approximately $6,000,000. will
be available to Union County for XXXI
Year funding.

The hearing will be chaired by Thomas
C. Douress, Robert Johnston, Philip Schick
and Joseph Duff, official delegates to the
Rev. Sharing Committee. Nineteen towns
in Union County are involved, and all
projects must have a 2/3 majority of the
total committee membership approval in
order to become reality.

Application for projects will be available
at Township Hall and include complete
instructions concerning project eligibility.

Projects funded throughout the 19 mem-
ber municipalities includes: housing reha-
bilitation, neighborhood preservation, code
enforcement, senior citizens facilities, child
care facilities, and various social service
programs.

TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
Barbara Riepe

Township Clerk
1 T - 10/21/04, The Times Fee: $34.68

Westfield Recreation Events
Haunted House:  Sunday, Octo-

ber 31, from 5 to 9 p.m. at the
Memorial Pool Complex. Between
the hours of 5 and 6 p.m., families
are invited for a more “mild tour.”
We hope to see you there-if you
dare! Adult volunteers are needed
for construction, set design and the
night of the event. Please call the
Recreation Department if inter-
ested. A nominal $2 admission fee
will be charged.

Bowling League: This 12-week
program began September 27. It
will be  held  Mondays at 3:50 p.m.
at Linden Lanes for ages five to 14.
The cost is $6 per week, payable at
the lanes.

Karate: Karate ’n Motion once
again offers classes at beginner
and intermediate levels. Classes
are 10 weeks in length and are held
on Thursdays for ages eight and
older from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. and
Saturdays for ages five to seven
from 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. Fee: $55.
Call for details.

Mad Science: Held Mondays
from 4 to 5 p.m. from November 1
through December 20. Hands-on
science fun for children in first
through third grades. Fee: $85.

Night Place: Offered to Westfield

students in grades 6 through 8 on
the following Friday nights from
7:30-9:30 p.m. at Edison Interme-
diate School: October 22, Novem-
ber 19, December 17, January 21,
February 18, April 15  and  May 13.
Fee: $3 at the door.

Total Toning: Tuesdays and
Thursdays from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m.
10 classes are offered per session,
through November 18 (No class
November 11) Fee: $65/session.

Miss Saigon: Thursday, Novem-
ber 4, at State Theatre. Bus departs
6 p.m. Cost: $63.

Vanity Fair Factory Outlet Shop-
ping Spree: Saturday, November
13. Bus departs 9 a.m. and returns at
6 p.m. Cost: $30. Includes coupons
and shopping bags. Register imme-
diately.

Spirit of Christmas: Tuesday,
December 7, at the State Theatre.
Bus departs 6 p.m. Cost: $61. Reg-
ister by November 19.

Please register for the above pro-
grams at: The Westfield Recreation
Department, 425 East Broad Street
For further information, please call
the Westfield Recreation Office at:
(908) 789-4080. Visit
westfieldnj.net/townhall/recre-
ation.

UNION COUNTY 60+ SOFTBALL CHAMPS…Creative Industries recently
won the Union County Super Senior Softball League title. Pictured, left to right,
are: front row; Jim Steiner, Ray Cozzarelli, Bill Ritchie, George Merlo and Rich
Vitalianno; middle row, Don Robertson, Dom Deo, Charles Lehman, Joe Addochio
and Demo Cervelli; back row, Dick DiMuro, Ed Ganczewski, John McCarthy,
Art Kopacz and Al Schulman.



A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, October 21, 2004 Page 17

CLASSIFIEDS

WESTFIELD OFFICE     209 CENTRAL AVENUE     908-233-5555

©2004 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.  Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark of Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity.  Owned and Operated by NRT, Inc.

2003 NJAR Circle of Excellence
Coldwell Banker President’s Club

Sales Associate

Cell: 908-419-6982

Irene Katz

email: irenekatz@aol.com

3 Briarcliffe Drive,
Scotch Plains

708 Boulevard,
Westfield

2229 Elizabeth Avenue,
Scotch Plains

This gracious 5 BR expanded ranch
offers privacy, elegance and comfort.
It features a two story entry hall, large
sunny rooms, an updated kitchen, a
1st floor MBR suite and a 36 foot
recreation room.  An extraordinary
home offered at $799,000.  Call
Irene for more information.

Fantastic completely renovated
Colonial home.  Features an open
floor plan, 4 large bedrooms, 4 new
bathrooms, sunny living room,
formal dining room, high quality
new kitchen and beautifully finished
basement. Offered at $579,000.
Call Irene for more information.

Warm and inviting renovated Cape
located on the historic Boulevard.
Features include 3 bedrooms, 3
updated full baths, a new gourmet
kitchen and large recreation room in
the newly finished basement.  Offered
at $489,000.  Call Irene for more
information.

OFFICE LEASE

CLARK - 2200 sq. ft. Professional
Office Space. Free standing.
Completely remodled building.
On-site parking. $3500 per month.
Please call (732) 449-9616.

1994 JEEP CHEROKEE

4WD just in time for snow.
4 door, 4.0L, auto. Clean. 128K.

Great Value. $3100.
(908) 233-5074

BRAND NEW Townhouse 4SALE/rent

Available 11/1, THE RESERVE
at SCOTCH PLAINS, 3BR, 2.5
bath, finished walkout basement,
LR w/fp, 1 car garage, patio, decks.
Call (330) 283-4483, Princ. only
$429,900 or $2500 per month

FURNITURE FOR SALE

Dining Room Furniture
Queen Anne style, 5 ft. oval table
+ two, one-foot leaves & 4 chairs.
Hutch, glass front upper w/shelves
& lumination, lower w/2 drawers &
4 doors. $3200. (973) 467-2491

HOUSE CLEANING

Portuguese Lady seeking
houses to clean. Affordable
rates. References available.

(908) 486-1512

OPEN HOUSE

Sunday, Oct 24, 1-4PM,
657 Maye Street, Westfield

Charming center hall colonial. Must
see. 3 bdrm 1.5 bth, expanded kit, lrg
backyard, FP, Great neighborhood.
Call for Directions. (908) 654-4369

HOME IMPROVEMENT

LAUREX HOME SERVICES
Fall projects, General

Construction, Finish Basements,
Real Estate Punch Lists.

Call (973) 479-8570

APARTMENT FOR RENT

GARWOOD - Remodeled 2
Bedroom Apt close to town and
train. Basement with laundry
hookups. $1275 mo. + 1.5 mos.
sec. + util. Application &
information call (908) 234-9134.

SECRETARY FULL TIME

Secretarial position for active youth
ministry at Presbyterian Church in
Westfield. Possess exceptional
interpersonal, organizational &
communications skills & able to
multi-task. Must have advanced
knowledge of MS Word, Excel &
Publisher. Salary comensurate w/
experience; medical benefits
available after 3 months. Please
fax resume w/salary requirements
to (908) 317-9218 or email:
lisadumont@westfieldpc.org

SOUP KITCHEN ADMINISTRATOR

20 hrs/wk, flexible schedule, work
at home, experience helpful,
organizational skills a must.

Call (908) 233-0301

WESTFIELD - 640 Prospect St.
Rain or Shine, 9AM - 4PM

Furniture, designer handbags,
china, crystal, clothes & more

All proceeds to benefit
Lupus Foundation of America

GARAGE SALEGARAGE SALE

WESTFIELD - MULTI-FAMILY
Sat, 10/23 & Sun, 10/24

10AM - 2PM, Rain or Shine.
Something for everyone.

Tods, Furn, Clothes & more.
Good stuff, great prices.

At end of E. Broad turn right
onto Springfield Ave, then 1st

left onto Unami and 1st right to
20 Marlin Court.

PIANO LESSONS

TEACHING SINCE 1970
(908) 889-4095

HELP WANTED

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Westfield Volunteer Rescue
Squad seeks persons willing to
train as Emergency Medical
Technicians. No prior exp.
needed. Valid NJ Driv. Lic., req.,
min. 4 hrs/wk. We offer 24 hr.
coverage. Wkday 9am - 1 pm or
1-5pm slots are perfect for par-
ents of school children. Childcare
reimbursement available!
Seeks trainees as Dispatchers. Min.
2 hrs./wk. All training provided.

Call the Recruiting Team at
(908) 233-2500 for details

WESTFIELD. Prime location,
center of town, in modern
elevator building. 750-1150 sq
ft. Adj parking and NY trains.
Please call (508) 228-3030 or
email: RSSLKS at pobox.com

OFFICE SUITE FOR RENT

HELP WANTED

REAL ESTATE, Agents at
Burgdorff ERA are breaking all
records. ERA’s #1 Real Estate
firm has training classes starting
soon. Scholarships available.

Call 1-866-BURGDORFF or
www.burgdorff.com\careers

CHEMISTRY TUTORING

All levels. General and organic.
30 yrs experience. Adj. Assoc.
Prof., eng’ng chem, Drexel Univ.
Exc. refs. Paul (908) 233-1849.

TUTORING

H.S. Math, Chemistry, Physics,
SAT Prep. Licensed Teacher
Call W. Roth (732) 548-3706

Since 1968

MATTRESS SET

Ortho plush Full size, new in
plastic with warranty $120.

(732) 259-6690

MATTRESS AND BOX

Queen pillow top. Name brand,
new in plastic $140. Can Deliver.

(732) 259-6690

LEATHER SET

Sofa/loveseat, new in bags. Value
$1700 sell $875. (732) 259-6690

BEDROOM SET

7 pc. Cherry, bed, chest, dresser
& mirror and night stand. New in
box. Value $2200 sell $925.

(732) 259-6690

DINING ROOM

Beautiful cherry set, table, hutch
& buffet, 6 chairs. Sacrifice. $1275.
Can deliver (732) 259-6690

MATH TUTOR

Ivy-level mathematics degree,
proven results. Calculus, statistics,
algebra, SAT, study skills.

Joe (908) 781-0888

OFFICE FOR RENT

WESTFIELD
Furnished or unfurnished,

appx. 950 sq. ft.
Private Entrance & Parking

Call (908) 233-8040

COMPUTER HOME SERVICE

Free Estimate at your house. PC
& Mac repair, upgrades, virus
removal, software, wireless
installations. Call Katie & Mark

(908) 494-5409

K-12 TUTOR

Certified 10 year teacher presently
on maternity leave. Tutors all
subjects & grades. Areas of
expertise include: organizational
skills, test prep, study skills, SAT
prep, verbal and writing skills.
Specializes in the social sciences.

Call Jennifer (908) 301-9117

FURNISHED HOUSE WANTED

Westfield family seeking 2 or 3 BR
house/apt/condo for 3 mo. renov.
of our home: Dec/Jan/Feb.

Call Jen (908) 233-0717 or
(908) 803-4319 (cell)

PIANO FOR SALE

Console Piano and Bench
by Weber

Beautiful walnut finish
Excellent Condition, $820
(908) 233-2115 after 6PM

COLLEGE ADVISOR

Need help with applications,
essays, financial aid, college
selection, etc. Reasonable.
Call (908) 789-5980 for a

free consultation.

Place Classifieds
For our Special
Oct. 28 Edition!

Deadline: Oct. 25

®

Niki Fry
• Top Lister, Month of  September
• Westfield area Specialist
• Residential . . . Including Condos and Townhouses
• Buying, Selling or Rental

If you are interested in a complementary
market analysis or just in knowing market
trends or prices, please contact me.

Put her neighborhood knowledge and professional
expertise to work for you.
Invite Niki Fry in, and she’ll bring results!

Westfield Office / 908-654-7777
185 Elm St., Westfield, NJ 07090

Weichert
Weichert

MEET YOUR WEICHERT, REALTORS  NEIGHBORHOOD SPECIALIST

Niki Fry
of the Weichert Westfield Office

WESTFIELD:
Christopher and Michelle Fetes to

Mark and Karen Hamilton, 907 Bailey
Court, $1,295,000.

Richard and Keelie Garbee to Ben-
jamin and Dina Ebel, 465 Channing
Avenue, $760,000.

Edwin Heinen, Jr. and Susan
Cochrane to D. Villane Construction,
LLC, 621 Glen Avenue, $800,000.

Jeremiah and Sarah Keefe to Brad
and Christine Rothenberg, 714 Wood-
land Avenue, $929,000.

Brenda and Mary Jane Culligan to
Daniel and Sarah Fitzpatrick, 869
Winyah Avenue, $929,000.

Patrick and Judith Mclevey to
Francis Haddad, 315 Jefferson Av-
enue, $750,000.

Sara Hedgepeth Braun to Steven
and Kara Samet, 511 Hort Street,
$403,000.

Jonathan and April Krihak to Rob-
ert and Maureen Ferraro, 780 Austin
Street, $466,000.

James and Christina Perling to An-
drew and Susan Gibbs, 512 Dorian
Place, $568,000.

Timothy and Kathryn Jones to Chris-
topher and Robyn Gaito, 654
Knollwood Terrace, $580,000.

Dennis and Stephanie Jackson to
Jeffrey and Beth Hettinger, 537 Pierson
Street, $357,000.

James Johnston to M. Bezzler LLC,
241 North Avenue, West, $2,8000,000.

Messercola Bros. Building Co., Inc.
to Alexander and Sarah Faust, 550
Hillcrest Avenue, $999,900.

Dickson Pratt to Gerard and Lisa
Aurigemma, 721 Stevens Avenue,
$625,000.

Donald and Marie McCorty to Philip
and Debra Hayden, 1 Sandra Circle,
$630,000.

Laszlo and Ildiko Urban to Beverly
Pogue, 904 Tice Place, $580,000.

Robert and Melissa Greene to
Landamerica Onestop, Inc., 820 Sum-
mit Avenue, $614,250.

Landamerica Onestop, Inc. to Daniel
and Susan Tukaczynski, 820 Summit
Avenue, $615,000.

Sharon Coulter to Joseph and Gloria
Simone, 115 Greene Place, $345,000.

Messercola Bros Building Co., Inc.
to Marc and Alissa Berger, 1123
Grandview Avenue, $785,000.

James and Patricia Perry to Westfield
Four, LLC, 132 Harrow Road,
$325,000.

Gene and Karyn Tate to Brian and
Patricia Kelly, 1005 Boulevard,
$800,000.

Benjamin and Nesya Gurdus to Ehab

El Sherif and Mona Feteiha, 10
Manchester Drive, $739,000.

Stanley and Eleanor Maisel to Timo-
thy Plattner and Lisa Zemel, 478 Otisco
Drive, $560,000.

Terence and Michelangela Hegarty
to Wally and Elizabeth Okby, 101
Wyoming Street, $444,000.

Warren and Alice Hu to Alan and
Peggy Devitt, 125 Roger Avenue,
$510,000.

Aromat Corporation to Garrett and
Donna Falzone, 37 Barchester Way,
$750,000.

Jay and Judith Kaplan to Paul and
Patricia Tice, 104 Watchung Fork,
$1,395,000.

Rosemarie Riley to Sanjay and Gina
Lalla, 847 Embree Crescent, $1,200,000.

Brett Wright to Charles Pijanowski,
37 Cowperthwaite Place, $316,000.

David and Laurie Grossman to Su-
san Ozdamar, 234 Scotch Plains Av-
enue, $472,000.

Monroe Elkin and Jacqueline
Hofflich-Elkin to Jeffrey and Alyssa
Horvath, 684 Shadowlawn Drive,
$1,035,000.

Rosemary Jesward to Glen and
Cristina Benson, 928 Harding Street,
$495,000.

Comer and Juanita Shacklett to
Robert Klingelhofer and Beth
Wightman, 18 Rutgers Court,
$585,000.

Cara 1110, LLC to Messercola
Brothers Building Company, 1110
Grandview Avenue, $425,000.

Angelo and Michelle Minniti to
James Lowry and Danielle
Capawanna, 1314 Frances Terrace,
$355,000.

Yossi Arbitsman to Jose Contin, Jr.
and Paula Pullano, 229 Delaware
Street, $841,000.

Recent Home Sales

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.comPeople For Animals Seeks

Youth Award Nominees
COUNTY – People for Animals is

seeking nominations for its annual Youth
Award, to be presented on Sunday, No-
vember 7, at the organization’s annual
Volunteer Recognition Open House.

Any individual or group, age 16 or
younger, who is active in animal wel-
fare, is eligible to receive the award.

Past winners include young people
who volunteer their time with animal
welfare groups, school clubs dedi-

cated to animal welfare and individu-
als who on their own help animals.

This year’s Youth Award honors
Joanne Verderese, a teacher of home
economics for 25 years at the Mount
Vernon Avenue School in Irvington.

Nominations must be submitted in
writing to: Youth Award, People for
Animals, Inc., 433 Hillside Avenue,
Hillside 07205-1120. The deadline is
Sunday, October 31.

Wychwood Colonial . . . Like new - completely renovated  1997 w/quality & style.  Beautiful designer KIT (25x16).
Granite center isle w/wet bar, subzero, wine cooler, French Drs to stone patio.  Adjacent FR (20x14) w/BI’s & Bay.
MBR Suite w/wlk-in closet & luxury MBTH (12x8) w/soaking tub & all imported fixtures.  HWFLS, moldings, all new
Pella, 12ZN sprinkler system, 4 BR, 2 1/2 BTH, new copper plumb, HT & CAC.  $1,195,000

Visit me at my website:
www.Realtor.com

www.coldwellbankermoves.com/hye-young.choi
email: hye-young@att.net

Contact Hye-Young Choi Today for the Perfect Home!

#1 Realtor in the Westfield Office  1994-2003
NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award

Gold: 1987-2001, Platinum: 2002, 2003

WESTFIELD OFFICE

209 CENTRAL AVENUE

908-233-5555, EXT. 169
DIRECT LINE: 908-301-2015 RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, October 24 • 1-4 PM    813 Kimball Ave., Westfield

Hye-Young Choi

©2004 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.  Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark of Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity.  Owned and Operated by NRT, Inc.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FINISHING TOUCHES…Westfield Fire Captain Peter Klebaur adds the finish-
ing touches to Westfield Fire Lieutenant Anthony Tiller’s uniform as Lt. Tiller
places his badge in the perfect place.
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PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO.F1807899
File No. 7912-03A

NOTICE TO REDEEM

CAROL SEGAL, PLAINTIFF
VS. CHAS, SCHAEFER SONS,
INC.; FIRST UNION NA-
TIONAL BANK N/K/A
WACHOVIA BANK; VIMAX
INDUSTRIES, INC.;
RENNERTDIANA OF NEW
YORK, INC.; TAKEDA USA,
INC.; OCCIDENTAL CHEMI-
CAL; CONSOLIDATED RAIL
CORP; ICC CHEMICAL COR-
PORATION; PRIOR CHEMI-
CAL CORPORATION; THE
DOW CHEMICAL COMPANY;
STATE OF NEW JERSEY,
DEFENDANT(S)

TO: VIMAX INDUSTRIES, INC.; OCCI-
DENTAL CHEMICAL; PRIOR CHEMICAL
CORPORATION

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that an order
made on October 4, 2004, the Superior
Court Fixed November 22, 2004 between
the hours of nine o’clock in the forenoon
and four o’clock in the afternoon, prevail-
ing time, at the office of the Tax Collector
of the UNION, located at 1976 MORRIS
AVENUE, UNION, NEW JERSEY 07083,
as the time and place when and where you
may pay to the plaintiff the amount so
found due for principal and interest on its
certificate of tax sale as follows:

LOT 17 BLOCK 405 on the tax duplicate
of the UNION. TAX SALE CERTIFICATE
#93-103. Total amount required to redeem
is $47,983.85, together with interest from
July 7, 2004  and costs.

LOT 17 BLOCK 405 on the tax duplicate
of the UNION. TAX SALE CERTIFICATE
#95-102. Total amount required to redeem
is $28,653.10, together with interest from
July 7, 2004  and costs.

LOT 17 BLOCK 405 on the tax duplicate
of the UNION. TAX SALE CERTIFICATE
#96-108. Total amount required to redeem
is $27,532.06, together with interest from
July 7, 2004  and costs.

LOT 17 BLOCK 405 on the tax duplicate
of the UNION. TAX SALE CERTIFICATE
#97-107. Total amount required to redeem
is $30,026.08, together with interest from
July 7, 2004  and costs.

LOT 17 BLOCK 405 on the tax duplicate
of the UNION. TAX SALE CERTIFICATE
#980009. Total amount required to re-
deem is $26,419.33, together with interest
from July 7, 2004  and costs.

LOT 17 BLOCK 405 on the tax duplicate
of the UNION. TAX SALE CERTIFICATE
#99-013. Total amount required to redeem
is $84,540.54, together with interest from
July 7, 2004  and costs for a total redemp-
tion sum of $245.154.96.

And that unless, at the same time and
place, you or one of you redeem by paying
the aforesaid sum so found due to plaintiff,
then you, and each of you shall be de-
barred and foreclosed of and from all right
and equity of redemption of, in and to the
lands and premises above set out and
described in the complaint and every part
thereof, and that the plaintiff be vested
with an absolute and indefeasible estate
of inheritance in fee simple in said lands
and premises.

Anything to the contrary notwithstand-
ing, redemption shall be permitted up until
the entry of final judgment including the
whole of the last date upon which judg-
ment is entered.

Michael G. Pellegrino, Esq.
Attorney for Plaintiff

CASALE & PELLEGRINO, L.L.C.
One Gatehall Drive
Parsippany, New Jersey 07054
1 T - 10/21/04, The Leader Fee: $75.48

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

PLANNING BOARD

The Westfield Planning Board will meet
on November 4, 2004 in Council Cham-
bers in the Westfield Municipal Building,
425 East Broad Street, Westfield, New
Jersey at 8:00 p.m. to conduct a public
hearing on the amendment of the land use
plan and housing plan elements of the
Master Plan of the Town of Westfield. The
proposed amendment recommends that
age-restricted housing be a permitted prin-
cipal use on all floors of a building in a
location on the west side of Prospect Street
near Ferris Place in the Central Business
District, with appropriate regulations. The
proposed amendment also recommends
that new development be required, where
appropriate, to address any affordable
housing obligation that may be imposed
upon the Town by such development pur-
suant to the proposed rules of the New
Jersey Council on Affordable Housing.

The proposed amendment is on file in
the Office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be inspected by interested members
of the public on Monday through Friday,
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
1 T - 10/21/04, The Leader Fee: $26.01

Pat Connolly
Sales Associate

908-233-6156
Patricia-Connolly@burgdorff.com

WESTFIELD OFFICE  •  600 NORTH AVENUE W.  •  908-233-0065

OPEN HOUSE: SUNDAY 10/24  1-4PM

610 Raymond Street, Westfield

A Choice Location

When you live in this 4 Bedroom, 3 bath colonial, just minutes from
town, park and transportation.  Or spend the evening in front of a
flickering fire, or overlooking the 63’ x 150’ yard  from the sunroom
or deck.  Don’t wait!  A wonderful opportunity at $725,000.

WESTFIELD . . . Raised ranch perfectly set on a manicured 1/2 acre
property.  Sun drenched interior includes a spacious living and dining
room, beautifully redone eat-in-kitchen and entertainment size open
family room.  Private back yard with 40 x 50 ft. deck overlooks jacuzzi
and inground pool.  The master bedroom with renovated bath, three
additional bedrooms, office and first floor laundry complete this
fabulous home.  $829,900  (052009889)

weichert.com

Elegantly Appointed

Weichert

WESTFIELD OFFICE / 185 Elm Street / 908-654-7777

weichert.com

Weic he r t

Weic he r t

Weic he r t

Call today for a
private tour of this

lovely home!

Invite Niki in,
and she’ll bring results!

NIKI FRY

Candidate Campaign Release - Paterson

Concerns Raised About
Rt. 22 Safety Improvements
UNION COUNTY – I went to the

sparsely attended Public Information
Meeting in Springfield on October 5.
Five experts from two traffic study
firms, Jacobs and Howard, Stein along
with NJ Dept of Transportation led
this meeting. They discussed the traf-
fic volumes and the pedestrian/auto-
mobile accidents that occurred on this
corridor in our county and had sugges-
tions and recommendations regarding
the amelioration of the problem.

In the question and answer session
that followed I had many items to
discuss which I thanked them for
openly answering.

Various recommendations by them
were better bus stop signage, guard
rail configuration, sidewalks, removal
of shrubbery, driveway and U-turn
angle adjustments, traffic lights, bump
outs and bridges. These last three items
raised my most serious questions.

In my questions, Mr Bloch of
Howard, Stein, who was leading the
discussion, told me that Route 22 is
“unique with the stores in the middle
on the median of the highway.” He
described it as a “mall with a highway
running thru it.” He also responded
that this “Route 22 corridor from
Union through Springfield is the worst
in New Jersey.”

This I can only agree with since we
have all driven down that stretch one
time or another. But some recom-
mendations, the last three noted above
by the experts, must be addressed
here. They propose two pedestrian
bridges, four traffic lights with high-
way “bump-outs” located at the vari-
ous U-turns.

The pedestrian bridges are great, at
approximate cost of $1 million each.
However, I must take exception to the
“pedestrian pushbutton actuated
lights” and the “gradual bump-outs.”
The bump-outs are curbing that take
the place of the shoulder, making a
heavy constriction of the road. This
was proposed to allow the pedestri-
ans a short distance to cross the three

lanes. (An example of this is on South
Avenue between Plainfield and Scotch
Plains.) This has serious problems. In
my opinion, bump-outs are the worst
driving nightmare and cause many,
many accidents since suddenly the
road is constricted and you are forced
right next to the other drivers with no
margin of tolerance in between. Place
the potential traffic lights and the U-
turns there, and add that it is three
lanes with 40-50 mph huge volume
traffic and there is big accident poten-
tial. Just check with Plainfield’s record
of the many accidents at their South
avenue bump-outs.

I stated in no uncertain terms, that
this set-up must not occur. In addition
to the above, they would have cross-
walks painted there. Due to heavy traf-
fic, these crosswalks would be continu-
ally worn down. So what happens to the
traffic during the painting of the lines?
A horrendous situation is occurring.

I went on record that, although I
hate to spend taxpayer money, since
this is the most hazardous location in
NJ, heavy spending must be looked at
first to protect the safety of the pedes-
trians and the drivers. I suggested that
instead of the four “traffic light, bump-
out, U-turn” set ups recommended
they should just put up four more
bridges. This may add a net of $3
million more to the cost, but I felt it
was more advantageous. Also, this
would be funded by the state and not
directly through Union County.

They responded to my suggestion
as follows: At least the drivers are
inside a 4,000 pound can so they can’t
be hurt seriously. Even if you build
the bridges, it is not guaranteed that
the pedestrians will use them.

It appears this whole study was
narrow in focus and only concerned
pedestrian safety. The corridor should
be looked at in full: pedestrian, driver
and traffic. What is one suggestion if
it just creates problems with the other?
This study did not address the full
problem, so it wasted the taxpayer’s
money. As to the pedestrians not us-
ing the bridges, it is not guaranteed
they will use the traffic light/cross-
walks either.

But we all agreed that there is just
no silver bullet complete solution on
this Route 22 corridor situation.

One last item to note: this is the
corridor through which the reacti-
vated train line will be running. I tried
to get them to answer as traffic ex-
perts if a railroad running at grade
across the worst trafficked corridor in
New Jersey made sense. Mr. Bloch
only smiled and said he could not
comment on this.

Fanwood Borough Council candi-
dates Maureen Mawby and Joel Stroz
criticize the present Democratic ad-
ministration for showing little ur-
gency in moving forward to achieve
public consensus on downtown rede-
velopment and for failing to live up to
promises to schedule early 2004 pub-
lic meetings on the subject.

“Fanwood has been moving in fits
and starts to enhance our downtown
area for some 20 years or more,”
stated Mr. Stroz. “The current ad-
ministration has stated repeatedly that
it is not a question of if we will move
forward with a downtown redevelop-
ment plan, but merely when. With
that policy and Fanwood’s current
financial difficulties, the council must
move downtown redevelopment for-
ward with diligence and efficiency.
The fact that the mayor and council
found it necessary to petition Trenton
for extraordinary aid to make ends
meet this year should serve as a wake-
up call to all of Fanwood that we need
more commercial tax revenue.”

“The current council is creeping
along at an anemic pace,” added Ms.
Mawby. “I pledge to work energeti-
cally to get downtown development
moving in the right direction. In an
effort to stabilize our property taxes,
we could bring our tax ratable rev-
enue up to $500,000 per year for the
downtown block, well over our
present revenue of $168,000. As we
wait for redevelopment, time is wast-
ing; we are actually losing money
every day!”

The Republican candidates con-
tend that the September 30 public
hearing hosted by the Downtown Re-
development Advisory Committee
came months after the Schoor
DePalma consultant hired by the
Borough Council circulated a survey
on public opinion concerning down-
town redevelopment.

“Common sense dictates that the
consultant should have had the ben-
efit of public hearings prior to prepar-
ing his survey,” said Mr. Stroz. “Mean-
while, another year has passed with

no meaningful progress toward an
improved downtown. Is that the best
use of our limited resources here in
Fanwood?”

“Because elections are fast ap-
proaching, this administration is ‘go-
ing through the motions,’ which gives
our residents false hope,” said Ms.
Mawby of the September 30 meet-
ing. “Again, nothing substantial has
been done, with the exception of the
Schoor DePalma study, which has
taken nearly one year to get under-
way.”

Both Ms. Mawby and Mr. Stroz are
strongly in favor of conducting the
required environmental studies in the
downtown block, at the developer’s
expense, to determine if it is safe
from toxic problems. They oppose
ongoing consideration of that site for
a multifamily apartment building,
saying it would be “disastrous” for
Fanwood, given the resultant increase
in traffic and influx of school-age
children, with no accompanying tax
revenue to modify the impact on the
borough’s infrastructure.

“Five years ago, the people in the
surrounding area, myself included,
mobilized to squash just such a plan,”
stated Mr. Stroz.

“We support a downtown redevel-
opment effort that will add revenue to
Fanwood, create a more attractive
shopping destination and add to our
business community, and we are seek-
ing seats on the Fanwood Borough
Council to accomplish these very
goals,” concluded the candidates.

Campaign Release - Fanwood GOP

Elect Joel Stroz for Council
Elect Maureen Mawby for Council

Fanwood Downtown
Redevelopment Stalled

Surrogate Cautions Citizens
On Estate Planning Scams

UNION COUNTY – Union County
Surrogate James LeCorte is caution-
ing senior citizens to beware of so-
licitors offering unnecessary living
trust and estate plans at greatly in-
flated prices.

“People should be very careful that
they do not pay exorbitant and exces-
sive fees for estate documents they do
not need,” Surrogate LaCorte said.

An unsolicited sales pitch to a
county woman, recently brought to
the Surrogate’s attention, highlighted
the misrepresentation some times
used to sell unnecessary estate plans
at high prices.

Using a complicated probate mat-
ter as an example, a salesman con-
tacted the senior citizen and suggested
she set up a living trust to avoid “costly
probate” he said could cost as much
as $25,000.

The $25,000 figure was presented
as the normal price of admitting a will
into probate. The salesman then sug-
gested that the cost could be avoided
by setting up a living trust through his
company for about $2,000.

While it is true that a complicated
and complex probate situation con-
cerning an estate worth $250,000
could produce $25,000 in legal fees,
it is the exception rather than the
rule.

“Of all the wills my office handles,
99 percent are not complicated,” Sur-
rogate LaCorte said.

He suggested people exercise cau-
tion when offered an unsolicited deal
on a living trust.

“Some companies are misrepre-
senting the need of a living trust,”
Surrogate LaCorte said. “Most people
do not have the assets or lifestyle
needs to justify the need for such a
document.”

The Surrogate recommends shop-
ping for a lawyer to have a last will
and testament properly drawn up to
avoid any complications when enter-
ing a will into probate.

For more information please call
the Union County Surrogate’s office
at (908) 527-4280 or visit
www.ucnj.org/surrogate/index.html
on the web.

Local & County Concerns

Slide Show Scheduled
On New Jersey Trivia
SUMMIT – SAGE and the Summit

Municipal Alliance will sponsor a
“New Jersey Trivia Slide Show” to-
morrow, Friday, October 22, at 11
a.m. at the Summit Recreation Cen-
ter, 100 Morris Avenue in Summit.

This free program will feature Bill
Dunscombe, a Union County Col-
lege professor, and is open to the
public. For more information, please
call Suzanne Lyon at (908) 273-5550,
extension no. 22.

BREAST CANCER BENEFIT…Last week, faculty, administration and parents
from Evergreen Elementary School in Scotch Plains participated in the Susan G.
Komen National Denim Day to benefit the Susan G. Komen Breast Cancer
Foundation. Participants made contributions to the fund, wore denim apparel
and were treated to breakfast in the building. Terry Keller, a third grade teacher
and Pat Krema, co-chairperson, organized the event. Pictured, above, are: several
Evergreen parents as well as Evergreen faculty, Barbara Prestridge, top, center,
and Mrs. Keller, bottom, center.

Open House to Be Held
For Camp Yachad

SCOTCH PLAINS — An Open
House for Camp Yachad’s Summer
2005 programs is scheduled for Sun-
day, November 14, from 1 to 3 p.m. in
the Weinberg Pavilion at the Jewish
Community Center of Central New
Jersey’s Wilf Jewish Community
Campus, 1391 Martine Avenue in
Scotch Plains.

The event is designed for new and
returning camp families. Participants
will have an opportunity to meet the
staff, obtain camp and membership
information, see sample calendars and
schedules, view video and photo pre-
sentations, eat snacks and win give-
aways.

Camp staff, committee members
and campers will be available to an-
swer individual questions. For more
information, please call (908) 889-
8800, extension no. 253.

Free Program Slated
Regarding Alcoholism
SUMMIT — SAGE, a community

resource for eldercare, will hold a
free program entitled “Where is Al-
coholism Hiding?” on Friday, Octo-
ber 29, at 11 a.m. in the Community
Room of Summit Senior Housing, 12
Chestnut Street in Summit.

Sponsored by SAGE and the Sum-
mit Municipal Alliance, the program
will feature Miriam Njoku, a drug
and alcohol therapist from Overlook
Hospital. The event will include a
complimentary lunch. To register,
please call Suzanne Lyon at (908)
273-5550, extension no. 22.

Westfield . . . Unique Arts and Craft style home on approx. 1 acre of property.  5 BR, 3 full & 2 half BTH,
1st fl Aupair/Guest suite, newr KIT w/breakfast rm, wide plank flrs, granite cntrs, newr BTHS, LR w/frplc
(23x23), DR (18x17), beaut Library, RR w/frplc.  French Drs, beaut moldings, red oak flrs, archways, front
porch, CAC, 2 car garage, and much more.   $1,345,000

Visit me at my website:
www.Realtor.com

www.coldwellbankermoves.com/hye-young.choi
email: hye-young@att.net

Contact Hye-Young Choi Today for the Perfect Home!

#1 Realtor in the Westfield Office  1994-2003
NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award

Gold: 1987-2001, Platinum: 2002, 2003

WESTFIELD OFFICE

209 CENTRAL AVENUE

908-233-5555, EXT. 169
DIRECT LINE: 908-301-2015 RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Hye-Young Choi

©2004 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.  Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark of Coldwell Banker Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing Opportunity.  Owned and Operated by NRT, Inc.

welcomes . . .

The Westfield Leader

THE TIMES
Scotch Plains - Fanwood

    Home theatre systems have become
increasingly popular with many families in
recent years as the technology has improved
and as the prices have become more
reasonable.  Along with the improvements
in the technology of home theatre systems,
also has come a higher degree of installation
complexities that might be a challenge for
many homeowners.
     Travers Home Solutions is a (local)
company that specializes in the installation
of home theatre and flat panel display
systems, as well as whole house audio
systems and computer networking. Tom
Travers, a long time resident of Westfield,
N.J., with over 18 years experience with
Cable TV, custom wiring installations in the
Audio/Video field, established this company
in response to the need that most
homeowners have with the installation of
many of the new and exciting products on
the market. Tom will personally come to
your home or office to brief you on your
installation options and in many cases, to
provide a free consultation regarding the
best system for your space and budget. Once
you make your decision, he will install your
system in a timely and professional manner.
     Travers Home Solutions is known for
their high quality workmanship, thorough,
clear instruction in the use of the system as
well as a follow-up program to provide
ongoing support.

THS
Travers Home Solutions, LLC

908-472-6341
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Goods & Services You Need!
AUTO REPAIR

ELM STREET

SERVICE CENTER

138 Elm St • Westfield

908-232-1937

Complete Auto Repair
Foreign & Domestic

NJ State Inspection

Auto
Care

Center

• Emission Repair Facility
• Tune-ups & Batteries

• A/C Service
• Tires & Brakes

• Road Service

Kean Flooring
Hardwood Floor

SCRAPING - SANDING - REPAIRS
REFINISHING - DECK CARE
STAINING - INSTALLATION

“Dust Free
Sanding Equipment”

TEL: (201) 955-1073

1-888-47-FLOOR

Ceramic Tile & Marble
Carpentry, Plaster

General Home Repairs

Kitchens & Baths

732-340-0320
Serving Union Co. for over 15 years

WINTERIZE YOUR

DRIVEWAY TO HELP

PREVENT CRACKS

& EROSION
Free estimates • Guaranteed low prices

908-456-0525

Therapy Massage
Swedish, Acupressure, Shiatsu,

Neuromuscular, Trigger Point

Pain Relief, Relaxation
Neck, Shoulder, 

Tennis Elbow, Golf Elbow, 
Upper Back, Lower Back, Sciatic Nerve

812 Central Ave.  Westfield
Appointment: 

908-789-1587

MOONLIGHTING
Custom Landscape
Lighting Designs

908 233 5533
Unique Lighting Solutions
Enhance Beauty & Security
Residential & Commercial

Free Consult       Fully Insured

THS
Travers Home Solutions, LLC

Specializing in Home Theatre and Audio Solutions

• Expert Installation Capabilities
• Consultation • Instruction • Follow-up Support

tomtravers@comcast.net 908-472-6341

Joseph P. Devine
Sales Associate

“The Proven Leader At The Shore”

1805 Route 35

Pt. Pleasant Beach, NJ 08742

Office: 732-714-7900 Ext. 112

E-Mail: jdevine@childers-re.com
www.childers-re.com

Sales & Vacation Rentals

Serving Ocean &
Monmouth Counties

Donate Your Car

Help Can’t Wait
Call: 1-888-999-HELP (4357)

One Call Does It All
Tax Deductible  •  Free Towing

Any Make / Any Model  •  Cars Trucks & Vans

*Some restrictions apply. Advertising supplied by SAS

Westfield / Mountainside Chapter

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
A SHOWPLACE OF FLOWERS…The Schmiede Tree Expert Company has
maintained seasonal flowers on this slope for two decades and can be seen every
year on the southern slope of South Avenue in Scotch Plains.

Westfield DPW Releases
Leaf Collection Dates

WESTFIELD – The changing color
of the leaves and the chill in the air
reminds us that leaves will soon begin
to fall and the Westfield Department
of Public Works (DPW) is busy mak-
ing preparations for the town’s annual
leaf collection program. With coop-
eration from all residents, and Mother
Nature, the town can continue to pro-
vide efficient and timely service.

Collection will begin simulta-
neously on the north and south sides
on Monday, November 8, and con-
tinue through Friday, December 10,
or longer, based on need as deter-
mined by the DPW.

During this timeframe, two full
passes of the town will be made, with
additional passes if necessary. No
leaves will be permitted in the streets
until Monday, November 1. Residents
must have all leaves out for final pick
up before Wednesday, December 1.

Residents can help by placing leaves
in narrow rows along the street, and
leaving space for drainage along the
gutter. Do not pile leaves on or near
drainage inlets, which can lead to local
flooding. Tree branches and other de-
bris will not be picked up. Residents are
urged to not park vehicles on the street

during collection days. Vehicles should
never be parked on top of leaf piles as
the hot exhaust systems can ignite the
leaves and cause fires. Leaves will not
be picked up if cars are in the way.

In order to further maximize service,
the town offers residents two other leaf
disposal options: On demand pick-up
and the conservation center.

Residents will be allowed to place
their leaves in bags at the curb for on-
demand pick-up. Starting this year,
leaves must be placed in paper bags
which can be obtained free of charge
starting on October 14 at the Town
Conservation Center.

The Conservation Center, located
on Lambert Mill Road, will be open
Monday through Friday 8:30 a.m. until
3:30 p.m., Saturdays and Sundays 9
a.m. until 5 p.m. for any resident who
wants to dispose of their leaves, loose,
or in the above mentioned bags. The
Conservation Center will be closed on
holidays including Veterans Day,
Thanksgiving, Christmas Eve, Christ-
mas Day and New Year’s Eve.

Additional information can be
obtained on Channel 36,
www.westfieldnj.net, or by calling
the leaf hotline at (908) 789-4120.

A WORTHWHILE DISCOVERY…Three Westfield High School freshmen
discovered that writing skills and knowledge of history was a winning combina-
tion in the Westfield UNICO Columbus Day essay contest. Essays were required
to include accomplishments of famous Italians. Contest winners Katie Goellner
wrote about Leonardo DaVinci; Annie O’Neill’s essay featured Giovanni da
Verrazano and Rebecca Reyman researched the contributions of electric battery
inventor Alessandro Volta. The winners, Rebecca, Katie and Annie, received a
$100 savings bond from Robert Tarte, Chairman of the UNICO contest and
Angelo Bonnano, District Governor of UNICO (far right). Board of Education
President Anne Riegel attended the UNICO dinner and thanked the organization
for sponsoring the contest and congratulated the winning students.

Women’s Leadership Group
Sets Networking Breakfast

COUNTY – The United Way of
Greater Union County’s Women’s
Leadership Initiative (WLI) will hold
its 2004 Fall Networking Breakfast
on Thursday, October 28, from 8 to
10 a.m. at the Galloping Hill Inn in
Union.

The event, sponsored by Enterprise
Rent-A-Car, will feature keynote
speaker Jill Patton. A financial con-
sultant with AXA Advisors, she will
discuss “Smart Women Finish Rich.”

Tickets are $30 each. Proceeds will
benefit the United Way’s Community
Fund that supports more than 100

local programs for children and youth,
senior citizens, people with disabili-
ties, and families in crisis.

Attendees will receive a FinishRich
Workbook that includes tips on how
to organize one’s finances at home,
and to put money values, dreams and
goals down on paper.

The WLI brings together women
from local businesses, government,
education, healthcare and other orga-
nizations to benefit the community.
For tickets to the breakfast, please
call Lorraine Wojtowicz at (908) 353-
7171, extension no. 117.

Antique Appraisals Slated
At YM-YWHA Facility

COUNTY – For the third year in a
row, the YM-YWHA of Union County
in Union will present a special “Road-
side Antique Show” on Tuesday, No-
vember 2, at 6 p.m.

Each person is invited to bring two
items for discussion and appraisal.
The cost is $6 per person ($4 for Y
members). David Pownall Willis, an
antique dealer, appraiser, lecturer and
consultant, will be on hand to exam-
ine the items.

For more than a decade, Mr. Willis
was the decorative arts dealer for the
Newark Museum. He also has been an

instructor in the area and has owned
his own store in Plainfield for over 17
years. He is a member of the Associ-
ated Antiques Dealers of New Jersey
and an associate member of Southby’s.

The show is open to the commu-
nity. Advance registration by tele-
phone is encouraged, as seating is
limited. Suggested items to bring in-
clude family heirlooms, old pottery,
silver, photos, glass, brass and col-
lectibles.

Soda and snacks will be available.
To reserve, please call Susan Silberner
or the Y office at (908) 289-8112.
Checks may be mailed to: YM-
YWHA of Union County/Antique
Show, 501 Green Lane, Union 07083.

www.goleader.com
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UNION COUNTY BOARD OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS

ORDINANCE NO. :  604-2004
FINAL ADOPTION: 10/14/04

was introduced and passed on first reading by the Board of Chosen Freeholders on
September 30, 2004, and said Ordinance has been published with Notice of Introduction
thereof and of the time and place fixed for its further consideration and the Board has duly
held a hearing thereof and has given all persons interested an opportunity to be heard.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Board of Chosen Freeholders that said
Ordinance be and the same hereby is finally passed and adopted, and be it FURTHER
RESOLVED, that the Ordinance published herewith has been finally adopted on
October 14, 2004, and the 20 day period of limitations within which a suit, action or
proceeding questioning the validity of such Ordinance can be commenced has begun to
run from the date of first publication of this statement.

Sharda Badri, Clerk of the Board of Chosen Freeholders

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND AN ORDINANCE ENTITLED
“UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRATIVE CODE”

BE IT ORDAINED by the Board of Chosen Freeholders of the County of Union that the
Administrative Code of the County of Union is hereby amended in the attached
particulars.

This Ordinance shall take effect at the time and in the manner provided by law.
The Clerk of the Board shall be and is hereby directed to publish a notice in the

appropriate newspaper of such introduction and holding a public hearing on October 14,
2004 and shall forward one certified copy, upon final passage, to each Clerk of all
Municipalities located within the County of Union.

Bold & Brackets  =  Deleted
Underlining = New Text

§ 1-117.  Division of Building Services.
A. Under the direction and supervision of the Director of The Department of Operations

and Facilities, the Division of Building Services’ functions and responsibilities shall
include providing general building maintenance to all County buildings, (with the
exception of Runnells Specialized Hospital) including the functions of stationary
engineers, custodial maintenance and general trades, and providing for the opera-
tion, repairs and maintenance of County-owned vehicles.

B. Division head. The Director of the Division of Building Services shall be the head of
the Division and shall be responsible to the Director of the Department of Operations
and Facilities for its operation.  The Director of the Division of Building Services may
be the Director of the Department of Operations and Facilities.

C. Division Organization.
(1) Within the Division, there shall be the following Bureaus:

(a) Bureau of Custodial Maintenance.
(b) Bureau of General Trades.
(c) Bureau of Stationary Engineers.
(d) Bureau of Telecommunications.

(2) Bureau Chief. The Chief of each Bureau shall be the head of the bureau and shall
be responsible to the Director of the Division of Building Services.

(3) Bureau of Custodial Maintenance’s functions shall include:
(a) Providing custodial and janitorial services for all County buildings (with the

exception of Runnells Specialized Hospital).
(4) Bureau of General Trades’ functions shall include providing technical and

mechanical services for the safe and efficient operation of heating, ventilating,
air-conditioning, plumbing and electrical systems of County buildings (with the
exception of Runnells Specialized Hospital).

(5) Bureau of Stationary Engineers’ functions shall include maintaining and  operat-
ing the heating, ventilating and air-conditioning systems in all County buildings
(with the exception of Runnells Specialized Hospital).

(6) The Bureau of Telecommunications’ functions shall include:
(a) Handling all requests for telephone, radio, public address and intercommu-

nications services made by officials of the County, planning service needs
and ordering equipment.

(b) Being responsible for the design and implementation of all new and changed
radio, television and audio systems utilized by the County and handling all
Federal Communications Commission and Federal Aviation related matters
concerning the County’s equipment.

(c) Providing for the repair and preventive maintenance of all radio, public
address and audio systems. intercommunication systems and other elec-
tronic equipment.

(d) Operating all telephone switches and maintaining up-to-date information
pertaining to telephone numbers of using employees and offices.

(e) Operating, coordinating and scheduling the County television system.
(f) Being responsible for the design and implementation of all new and changed

reproducing equipment utilized by the County and handling planning and all
related matters concerning the equipment.

ARTICLE XXIII, Department of Runnells Specialized Hospital
[Amended 11-17-1986 by Ord. No. 257; 9-10-1987 by Ord. No. 275; 7-14-1988 by Ord.

No. 301; 7-18-1991 by Ord. No. 337; 6-20-2002 by Ord. No 553]

§ 1-132. General purpose; Administrator; Associate Administrator; departmen-
tal organization.
A. Runnells Specialized Hospital shall be and shall constitute a Department of the

County of Union for the purpose of planning, coordinating and supervising the
administration of medical services, nursing services and professional/support ser-
vices as hereinafter provided. The Director shall be the head of the Department and
shall be responsible to the County Manager for its operation. The Director of the
Runnells Specialized Hospital shall also be known as the “Administrator.”

B. In matters relating to hospital governance, the Board of Chosen Freeholders shall be
construed as the governing body of the Runnells Specialized Hospital of Union
County. To assist the Board to discharge its responsibilities therein, an Advisory
Board of Managers may be appointed in accordance with the provisions of Article 25
of this Code.

C. The policies of the hospital will be proposed and approved periodically in a manner
consistent with the provision of this Code. The Board shall promote cooperation with
health services, planning agencies, community agencies and community services.
[Amended 9-14-2000 by Ord. No. 515]

D. The Administrator shall be directly responsible for the following functions:
(1) Organizing, directing and supervising the overall activities of the hospital to

ensure an effective and efficient operating organization.
(2) Developing and maintaining effective liaison with community groups and organi-

zations and governmental bodies.
(3) Ensuring that all units are in compliance with orders and/or regulations issued by

the Administrator and by duly constituted governmental agencies.
(4) Being responsible for both program and facility planning and providing guidance

on the overall procedures and policies of the hospital, including the making of
specific recommendations and suggestions concerning the same, particularly
with respect to the quality of patient care, admission procedures, program service
planning and the marketing of hospital facilities.

(5) Being responsible for the maintenance and operation of a hospital communica-
tions systems and network.

(6) Being responsible for the maintenance and operation of a hospital risk manage-
ment program and for accident prevention and to administer a safety control
program, including the implementation of all appropriate safety measures to
protect patients, public employees and visitors from accident or injury while upon
the grounds or within the facility and to review and analyze all accident informa-
tion and records.

(7) Being responsible for the administration and operation of the quality assurance
program and providing for an effective utilization review. [Added 2-25-1999 by
Ord. No. 493]

(8) Being responsible for an effective program of preventative maintenance, equip-
ment management, waste management, housekeeping, as well as compliance
with all local, State and Federal Codes for buildings and grounds.

(9) Performing such other duties as may be required by the County Manager.
E. Associate Administrator. The Associate Administrator of the Department of Runnells

Specialized Hospital shall [Added 9-14-2000 by Ord. No. 515]:
(1) Under the direction and supervision of the Administrator of the Department of

Runnells Specialized Hospital, assist in the orderly and efficient administration of
the Department of Runnells Specialized Hospital, performing whatever supervi-
sory or administrative duties the Administrator of Runnells Specialized Hospital
deems necessary and proper.

(2) Serve as Acting Administrator of the Department of Runnells Specialized
Hospital during the temporary absence or disability of the Administrator of the
Department of Runnells Specialized Hospital.

F. Within the Department, there shall be the following Divisions:
(1) The Division of Nursing Services.
(2) The Division of Medical Services.
(3) The Division of Professional and Support Services.
(4) The Division of Hospital Finance. [Added 9-14-2000 by Ord. No. 515]
(5)  The Division of Hospital Maintenance.
(6)  The Division of Ancillary Services.

§ 1-137. Division of Hospital Maintenance.
A. Under the direction and supervision of the Administrator of Runnells Specialized

Hospital, the Division of Hospital Maintenance’s functions and responsibilities shall
include:
(1) Providing technical and mechanical services for the safe and efficient operation

of heating, ventilating, air-conditioning, plumbing and electrical systems of
Runnells Specialized Hospital.

(2) Providing for stationary engineers for the efficient operation of Runnells Special-
ized Hospital.

B. Director of the Division of Hospital Maintenance.
(1) Division head. The Director of the Division of Hospital Maintenance shall be the

head of the Division and shall be responsible to the Administrator of Runnells
Specialized Hospital for its operation.

(2) The Director of the Division of Hospital Maintenance will provide for the internal

organization of the Division and assign and delegate work of the  Division among
its employees; install and maintain such administrative and financial controls and
procedures as may be required for efficient management of the Division,
including budget preparation activities, properties and equipment; prepare and
submit such reports and recommendation with respect to the conduct, function-
ing and work of the Division as may be required.

C.   Division Organization.
(1) Within the Division, there shall be the following Bureaus:

(a) Bureau of General Trades.
(b) Bureau of Stationary Engineers.

(2) Bureau Chief. The Chief of each Bureau shall be the head of the bureau and shall
be responsible to the Director of the Division of Hospital Maintenance.

(3) Bureau of General Trades’ functions shall include providing technical and
mechanical services for the safe and efficient operation of heating, ventilating,
air-conditioning, plumbing and electrical systems at Runnells Specialized Hos-
pital).

(4) Bureau of Stationary Engineers’ functions shall include maintaining and operat-
ing the heating, ventilating, air-conditioning systems at Runnells Specialized
Hospital).

§ 1-115. General purpose; departmental organization.
A. There shall be a Department of Operations and Facilities for the purpose of repairing

and maintaining all property and facilities owned and operated by Union County,
conducting essential operations for the County of Union, including overseeing the
operational services of fleet management, printing and duplicating and telecommu-
nications services.

B. Department head. The Director of the Department of Operations and Facilities shall
be the head of the Department and shall be responsible to the County Manager for
the Department’s operation.  The Director of the Department of Operations and
Facilities may also be the director of a division within the Department of Operations
and Facilities.

C. The Department of Operations and Facilities shall include the following divisions:
(1) The Division of Operations.
(2)  The Division of Building Services.
(3) [The Division of Runnells Maintenance.]

[§ 1-118. Division of Runnells Maintenance.
A. Under the direction and supervision of the Director of The Department of

Operations and Facilities, the Division of Runnells Maintenance’s functions
and responsibilities shall include:
(1) Providing custodial and janitorial services for Runnells Hospital.
(2) Providing technical and mechanical services for the safe and efficient

operation of heating, ventilating, air-conditioning, plumbing and electrical
systems of Runnells Hospital.

B. Director of the Division of Runnells Maintenance.
(1) Division head. The Director of the Division of Runnells Maintenance shall

be the head of the Division and shall be responsible to the Director of The
Department of Operations and Facilities for its operation.

(2) The Director of the Division of Runnells Maintenance will provide for the
internal organization of the Division and assign and delegate work of the
Division among its employees; install and maintain such administrative
and financial controls and procedures as may be required for efficient
management of the Division, including budget preparation activities, prop-
erties and equipment; prepare and submit such reports and recommenda-
tion with respect to the conduct, functioning and work of the Division as
may be required.]

§ 1-137.1. Division of Ancillary Services.
A. Under the direction and supervision of the Administrator of Runnells Specialized

Hospital, the Division of Ancilliary Service’s functions and responsibilities shall
include:
(1) Providing custodial and janatorial services for Runnells Specialized Hospital.
(2) Providing for upkeep and maintenance of store room for Runnells Specialized

Hospital.
(3) Providing for laundry services for Runnells Specialized Hospital.
(4) Providing for transportation services for Runnells Specialized Hospital.
(5) Providing for telephone services for Runnells Specialized Hospital.
(6) Providing for wheelchair repair for Runnells Specialized Hospital.

B. Director of the Division of Ancillary Services.
(1) Division head. The Director of the Division of Ancillary Services shall be the head

of the Division and shall be responsible to the Administrator of Runnells
Specialized Hospital for its operation.

(2) The Director of the Division of Ancillary Services will provide for the internal
organization of the Division and assign and delegate work of the  Division among
its employees; install and maintain such administrative and financial controls and
procedures as may be required for efficient management of the Division,
including budget preparation activities, properties and equipment; prepare and
submit such reports and recommendation with respect to the conduct, function-
ing and work of the Division as may be required.

1 T - 10/21/04, The Leader Fee: $569.16

PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on
NOVEMBER 4, 2004 at 7:30 p.m. in the
Municipal Building, 430 Park Avenue,
Scotch Plains, New Jersey, the Scotch
Plains Zoning Board of Adjustment will
hold a public hearing to consider the fol-
lowing appeal(s):

Paul and Laura Galasso for a Variance
to permit the construction of a three-car
detached garage at the property located at
4 Little Falls Way (Block 12901, Lot 8),
Scotch Plains, contrary to the following
section of the Zoning Ordinance:

Section 23-3.4D whereby minimum set-
back required from all property lines is
thirty (30) feet; proposed side-yard set-
back: approximately nineteen (19) feet [by
plan].

D. Witkowski for a Variance to permit
the erection of a six-foot-high fence at the
property located at 2364 Mountain Av-
enue (Block 4001, Lot 11), Scotch Plains,
contrary to the following section of the
Zoning Ordinance:

Section 23-2.3o whereby “fences may
be erected, installed, altered or recon-
structed to a height of nominally four (4)
feet above ground level when located in
the front yard area…”  Proposed: six (6)
feet in height.

Patrick and Christine Hogan for a
Variance to permit the erection of a six-
foot-high fence at the property located at 6
Nicole Court (Block 3502, Lot 4.10),
Scotch Plains, contrary to the following
section of the Zoning Ordinance:

Section 23-2.3o whereby “fences may
be erected, installed, altered or recon-
structed to a height of nominally four (4)
feet above ground level when located in
the front yard area…”  Proposed: six (6)
feet in height.

Joseph Gabriel for a Variance to con-
struct a deck at the property located at
2110 Raritan Road (Block 13002, Lot 1),
Scotch Plains, contrary to the following
section of the Zoning Ordinance:

Section 23-3.4A, Paragraph C, Col-
umn 10 whereby minimum rear-yard set-
back required is thirty-five (35) feet; pro-
posed: twenty (20) feet [by plan].

M. Debbie for the issuance of a Certifi-
cate of Non-Conformity in order to validate
the two-family usage of the premises lo-
cated at 2021 Prospect Avenue (Block
1903, Lot 12), Scotch Plains.

Fanwood-Scotch Plains YMCA
(Cont’d), a Conditional Use in the R-1

Residential Zone, for the expansion of the
existing facility in five (5) phases to include
additions to the front and rear and expan-
sion of the parking lot at the property
located at 1340 Martine Avenue (Block
11905, Lots 13, 14 & 15), Scotch Plains.
Applicant is requesting Preliminary and
Final Site Plan approval and three (3)
Conditional Use Variances from the fol-
lowing sections of the Zoning Ordinance:

Section 23-5.2, Permitted Conditional
Uses,

Subsection f  - Buildings operated by
chartered membership organizations for
the benefit of the public and not for profit:

5. “Off-street parking shall be pro-
vided at a rate of one parking space
for each four memberships over
the age of 17” whereby 1,345 park-
ing spaces are required.  Existing:
132 parking spaces; Proposed: 283
parking spaces.

Subsection h – Signs:  “All on-pre-
mises signs which may not be erected
upon the granting of a sign permit only
because of a Zoning Ordinance violation
shall require the approval of the approving
authority.”  Proposed:  7’4" free-standing
sign on brick base.

Richard Schoenwalder (Cont’d) for the
following Variances and Site Plan Approval
for the construction of a 1,800 square-foot,
one-story storage building for plumbing
and heating supplies at the property lo-
cated at 1811 Route 22 West (Block 804,
Lot 1), Scotch Plains:

Use Variance from Section 23-3.11 of
the Zoning Ordinance whereby storage
buildings are prohibited as primary uses in
the B-2 Zone.

Bulk Variance from Section 23-2.3 of
the Zoning Ordinance whereby “no off-
street parking shall be located within a
required front-yard area in any zone;” pro-
posed: six (6) parking spaces in front-yard
area; and

Bulk Variance from Section 23-2.2 of
the Zoning Ordinance whereby “no struc-
ture shall be built within 50 feet of a stream
bed…;” proposed: ten (10) feet away from
the stream encroachment line and thirty-
five (35) feet from the Green Brook.

 All interested persons may be present
and be heard.

The file pertaining to this application is in
the Office of the Zoning Board of Adjust-
ment, 430 Park Avenue, 2nd Floor, Scotch
Plains, and is available for public inspec-
tion during regular office hours.

Linda M. Lies
Secretary to the

Zoning Board of Adjustment
1 T - 10/21/04, The Times Fee: $103.53

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
THE SUPERIOR COURT FOR
THE COUNTY OF DEKALB

STATE OF GEORGIA

IN RE: PETITION OF STELLA
SKIPPER FOR THE ADOP-
TION OF AYESHA BROWN, A
MINOR CHILD

Civil Action Adoption No. 04AD282-3
Notice of Adoption Proceedings

To: Rudolph Brown or any other un-
known unnamed alleged putative fathers
to Ayesha Brown born on April 5, 1995 in
Elizabeth, New Jersey to Thomasina
Seymour.

You are hereby notified that you are the
alleged putative father of a said child who
is the subject of a Petition for Adoption
filed in DeKalb County, Georgia, Superior
Court on September 13, 2004.   Pursuant
to Georgia law, you lose all rights to the
child and will neither receive notice nor be
entitled to object to the adoption of the
child unless, within 30 days of receipt of
this notice you file:

(1) A petition to legitimate the child
pursuant to O.C.G.A. §19-7-22 and in ac-
cordance with the ruling of the Supreme
Court of Georgia in Holmes v. Traweek,
276 Ga. 296 (2003); and

(2) Notice of the filing of the petition to
legitimate with the Court in which this
action is pending  at DeKalb County Supe-
rior Court, 556 North McDonough Street,
Decatur, Georgia 30030 and to the Attor-
ney listed below.

Karen Scott Greene
Attorney at Law

Post Office Box 390322
Snellville, Georgia 30039

(678) 530-1059
1 T - 10/14, 10/21
& 10/28/04, The Leader Fee: $110.16

READY TO VOTE…Eighteen Westfield High School students are among the
newly registered voters ready to exercise their right to vote in the presidential
election on November 2. Thanks to the Westfield Area League of Women Voters
(WALWV), the students registered at Westfield High School on September 30.
WALWV President Merry Wisler stated “We got more than four times the number
of registrations this fall than last. It shows the students’ interest in having a voice in
this presidential election.” The WALWV visits the high school each spring and fall
to register the students, in cooperation with the social studies chairperson Dr. Maria
Schmidt. League members Joanne Hone, seated, and Ms. Wisler guided John
Aleksandravicius and Ashley Current in the registration process.

Cancer Research Funding
Bill Released by Senate

TRENTON – Senate Bill 1061,
which was sponsored by Senator Tom
Kean, Jr. (R-21), was released by the
Senate Health, Human Services and
Senior Citizens Committee. The As-
sembly version of the bill is sponsored
by Assemblyman Eric Munoz, M.D.
(R-21).

This piece of legislation establishes
the Alan M. Augustine Colon Cancer
Research Fund, in the New Jersey
Department of Health and Senior Ser-
vices. This fund will be used for grants,
which will fund colorectal cancer re-
search projects. The grants will be
made available through the New Jer-
sey State Commission on Cancer Re-
search.

“According to American Cancer
Society estimates, over 140,000 people
living in the United States will be
diagnosed with colorectal cancer this
year,” said Senator Kean. “Excluding
skin cancer, colorectal cancer is the
third most diagnosed cancer in the
United States affecting both men and
women.”

Senate Bill 1061 includes an initial
$100,000 appropriation for research
projects and annually dedicates the

same amount to the fund.
“The Alan M. Augustine Colon

Cancer Research Fund will provide
the necessary funding we need to re-
search all aspects of the treatment and
prevention of colorectal cancer,” said
Senator Kean. “The bill not only of-
fers an initial appropriation of
$100,000, but dedicates the same
amount annually by statute.”

“This is a fitting tribute to a public
servant who dedicated so much of his
time and energy towards helping and
representing his constituents at the
municipal, county and state levels of
government,” concluded Senator
Kean. “Alan Augustine unfortunately
lost his battle with colorectal cancer.
We must make sure that we are doing
everything in our power to prevent this
from happening to anyone else.”

Alan M. Augustine had a distin-
guished career in public service. He
served as a New Jersey Assemblyman
in the 22nd Legislative District. He
was also both the chairman and Vice
Chairman of the Union County Board
of Freeholders as well as the mayor
and a councilman in his hometown of
Scotch Plains.

Unitarians to Welcome
Sierra Club Director
PLAINFIELD — New Jersey Si-

erra Club Director Jeffrey Tittel will
speak at the First Unitarian Society
of Plainfield church on Sunday, Oc-
tober 24, at the 10 a.m. service.

Mr. Tittel will discuss the recently
passed Highlands Water Protection
and Planning Act, as well as the Fast
Track Law, which allows developers
to obtain quicker approvals for new
projects in so-called “smart growth
areas.”

The Highlands Region provides
drinking water for over half of New
Jersey’s families. Mr. Tittel will ex-
plain how these laws may affect the
health and well being of New Jersey
residents.

The church is located at 724 Park
Avenue in Plainfield. All are invited
to attend. For more information on
the First Unitarian Society of
Plainfield, please call (908) 756-0750.

Thomas Snyder Named Among
Leading Divorce Attorneys

FORT LEE – Denville attorney
Thomas Snyder has been named to
The Ten Leaders Age 45 and Under of
Matrimonial and Divorce Law of
Northern New Jersey for 2004-05,
based on a three-month
survey by Digital Press
International of Fort Lee.

Snyder is a partner with
the firm of Einhorn, Har-
ris, Ascher, Barbarito,
Frost & Ironson, located
on East Main Street in
Denville. He has been
practicing matrimonial
and divorce law for more
than 10 years. He lives
with his family in
Westfield.

Snyder received his undergraduate
degree from the State University of
New York at Albany and his law de-
gree from Seton Hall University
School of Law.

Thomas Snyder is a member of the
New Jersey State Bar Association
and a member of its Family Law
Executive Committee. He is co-chair
of the Domestic Partnership Act Sub-
committee to the Executive Commit-
tee and a General Counsel Represen-
tative to the New Jersey State Bar for
the Family Law Section. He is also a

member of the Morris and Union
County Bar Associations.

Snyder’s professional profile ap-
pears at tenleaders.com,
leadingdivorceattorneys.com and

digitalpressintl .com,
where all profiles can
be found of the Ten
Leaders of Northern
New Jersey, as well as
other regions. The
Northern New Jersey re-
gion includes Bergen,
Morris, Passaic, Essex
and Somerset counties.

The selection process
of The Ten Leaders Age
45 and Under in Matri-

monial & Divorce Law was based on
more than 50 interviews and 100 peer
referrals over a three-month period,
and was conducted by DPI staff.

The Northern New Jersey Ten Lead-
ers Age 45 and Under will be an-
nounced in The New York Times Sun-
day New Jersey Section in October
2004.

Digital Press International, based
in Fort Lee, provides special sec-
tions, news features and other con-
tent to the 550 weekly newspapers of
New York, New Jersey and Connecti-
cut.

Thomas Snyder

DISARM…The Union County and Plainfield Police Departments will hand out
grocery store certificates or merchandise coupons for the surrender of guns in an
effort to remove them from neighborhoods. Call (908) 753-3112 for more infor-
mation. Pictured above, from left to right, are: Freeholder Chairman Angel
Estrada, Sheriff Ralph Froehlich and County Prosecutor Theodore Romankow
inspecting various handguns.

Weapons Can Be Surrendered
In Plainfield and Elizabeth

PLAINFIELD – The Union County
Police Department will hand out $50
grocery store certificates or merchan-
dise coupons for each handgun turned
in or $25 coupons for any rifle in an
effort to remove weapons from homes
and neighborhoods. The four-week
program begins on Saturday, October
23, in Plainfield at the Save A Life
Today (SALT) office at 511 West 6th
Street from 1 to 4 p.m.

The program is open to all Union

County residents. The surrender site
in Plainfield will also be open on
October 30 and December 18. If
citizens cannot bring the weapon,
wrapped in a paper bag and tied
with string, the police department
will pick up the gun and deliver the
gift certificate. Residents should call
the Plainfield Police Department at
(908) 753-3112 to make arrange-
ments.

In Elizabeth, guns can be turned in
at the Union County Prosecutor’s
Office at 32 Rahway Avenue on No-
vember 18 from 1 to 4 p.m.

For more information, call Jim
Lowney at (908) 527-4711.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com
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During the first week
of November, the
Westfield Jaycees will
host an invitation-only
private viewing of Su-
per Size Me. Morgan
Spurlock, the film’s
producer/director, will
attend and participate
in a question and an-
swer session with com-
munity leaders.

“This is an exciting
opportunity for the
Westfield Jaycees to
bring to Westfield the
director of this
Sundance award-win-
ning feature that pro-
vokes dialogue into the health of our
children,” said Westfield Jaycees Presi-
dent and father of two children, Jeff
Pinkin. “We are already sponsors of the
Westfield Child Shield program.”

According to Pinkin, Westfield resi-
dent and film producer Michael Jackman
became acquainted with Spurlock

through his involve-
ment with the movie as
Post Production Super-
visor.

Jackman, who is also
a father of two chil-
dren, has strived to put
this event together, ac-
cording to Pinkin.

“When I moved
back to the East Coast
from Los Angeles, I
looked for a commu-
nity that aspired to the
same values I have and
that I could put down
roots for my family,”
noted Jackman.

In Super Size Me,
Spurlock unravels the

American obesity epidemic by inter-
viewing experts nationwide and by
subjecting himself to a “McDonald’s
only” diet for 30 days straight.

Pinkin said, “His Sundance award-
winning feature is as entertaining as it
horrifying as it dives into corporate
responsibility, nutritional education,
school lunch programs and how we as
a nation are eating ourselves to death.”

According to Pinkin, approximately
37 percent of American children and
adolescents are carrying too much fat
and two out of every three adults are
overweight or obese. He questions
whether it a matter of lacking self-con-
trol or if fast-food corporations should
bear the blame?

As he traveled, Spurlock interviewed
experts in 20 U.S. cities. From Surgeon
Generals to gym teachers, cooks to kids,
lawmakers to legislators, these authori-
ties shared their research, opinions and
“gut feelings” on our ever-expanding
girth.

Finally, Spurlock embarked on a most
unique experiment in which he personally
documents the effects of a fast food diet …
on himself. Quarter Pounders, Big Macs,
and Fries became Spurlock’s diet for 30
days straight as he subsisted exclusively on
items from the McDonald’s menu.

The Jaycees will also conduct a
Mercedes Benz Car Raffle to benefit
CONTACT We Care and local scholar-
ships. Members will sell a limited num-
ber of 400 tickets this year, with a planned
celebration and drawing on Saturday,
October 23, at Temple E-manuel.

For more information on membership
to the Westfield Jaycees, please attend one
of the group’s monthly meetings on the
first Wednesday of each month at a local
restaurant, call (908) 233-3251 or e-mail
jaycees@westfieldnj.com.

Photo by Julie Soefer
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD — Silver Snowflake,
the annual gift mission sale slated for
Saturday, November 13, from 9 a.m. to 3
p.m. at The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield, will offer a wide variety of
international and domestic furniture, lin-
ens, jewelry, glassware, crafts, Christmas
ornaments and toys.

Recently, a new line of Navajo jewelry
to be vended at the Silver Snowflake, was
revealed to the Presbyterian Women.

All merchandise is fair trade and all
proceeds benefit mission projects. The

Coalition for Appalachian Ministry
(CAM) is another of the new product
lines being featured at the sale.

Judy Barker, Coordinator for CAM
Cabin Crafts, will speak at the Presbyte-
rian Women’s Gathering on Thursday,
October 28, at 1 p.m. in the church’s
Assembly Hall.

To learn more about the interdenomina-
tional ministry and to view their authentic
and unique handcrafted items, please attend
the gathering to hear Barker’s presentation
and view a sampling of the CAM crafts.
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – Barry Rosenberg,
President of the Westfield Community
Band, announced the beginning of a
new era with the ensemble.

“After 25 years of dedication to the
Westfield community,” he said, “Elias
Zareva has stepped down from his post
as maestro of the Westfield Commu-
nity Band.”

After careful consideration, the
band has selected Dr. Thomas
Connors, Director of Instrumental
Music Studies and Assistant Pro-
fessor of Music Education at Kean
University for the past five years, to
pick up the baton as the band’s
maestro.

Connors, a husband and father of
four children, is a resident of Washing-
ton. He holds a Masters of Music de-
gree in Conducting and Wind Litera-
ture from the New England Conserva-
tory and a doctoral degree in Music
Education from Florida State Univer-
sity.

Connors learned of the opening from
members he has performed with in
other ensembles. He noted that the
appeal of working with the Westfield
Community Band is the dedication of
its performers.

“Members of this band are coming
off planes from business trips, trains
from the city and balancing the needs
of job band family, yet they choose to
come to rehearsal every week for their
love of music,” said Connors.

By taking this dedication and talent,
Connors hopes to “continue to chal-
lenge the band both musically and
intellectually and to stretch the ears of
its musicians and audience members in
the music we perform.”

Moving forward, Connors hopes to
create different venues over time for
the band to perform in addition to
their traditional holiday concert and
summer concerts in the park. As part of
the band’s dedication to music, he hopes
to do further outreach with music in
Westfield schools.

The Westfield Community Band is
seeking members of the community
with experience in performing on the

oboe and bassoon, as well as alter-
nates for other positions within the
band.

For more information, please call
the Westfield Recreation Department
at (908) 789-4080.
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COUNTCOUNTCOUNTCOUNTCOUNTY Y Y Y Y -- Four centuries of
Union County history sprang to life
this past weekend at the “Four Centu-
ries in a Weekend” 2004 Heritage Fes-
tival sponsored by the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders.

An annual event held during each
third weekend in October, the Heri-
tage Festival offered an opportunity to
visit 23 notable Union County sites,
clustered into five historical areas of
interest and accompanying time peri-
ods.

The clusters included: The Early
Aristocracy (1665-1812), Farm Life
(1686-1840) Revolutionary Front
Lines (1763-1783), Commerce and
Industry (1820-1920) and Victorian
Resorts and Suburbs (1837-1920).

A booklet for self-guided tours de-
tailing the individual locations was
available to those attending the event,
and provided background information
and special attractions available for the
weekend. The American Automobile
Association provided laminated maps
and driving directions.

Elizabeth’s Belcher-Ogden Mansion,
the official residence of Royal Gover-
nor Jonathon Belcher, was one of the
attractions from the Early Aristocracy
cluster. In addition, the residence of
Governor Aaron Ogden, the mansion
featured a collection of antiques, some
of which were used by the two men.

The Miller-Cory House Museum in
Westfield spotlighted the Farm Life
cluster, giving event-goers the oppor-

tunity to glimpse daily life “on the road
to the mountains” in the 18th century.

The Drake House Museum in
Plainfield, the Osborn Cannonball
House in Scotch Plains and the
Abraham Clark House in Roselle all
made the American Revolutionary War
period come alive.

The stream of visitors was steady at
Rahway’s Merchants and Drovers Tav-
ern, part of the Commerce and Indus-
try Cluster. Built in 1795, the tavern
and stagecoach stop was originally a
house and a store. One of its attractions
is a second floor museum highlighting
tavern life and stagecoach transporta-
tion.

“The Heritage Festival Weekend is
valuable for children because it main-
tains the history of the area and shows
that the county is protecting these sites
for future generations,” explained Wil-
liam Rack of Rahway, President of The
Merchant and Drovers Tavern Mu-
seum Association.

Even a cemetery was included in the
festival. Evergreen Cemetery in Hill-
side, was clustered in the Victorian
Resorts and Suburbs. It contains a plot
devoted to Civil War veterans as well as
the graves of several renowned writers,
including Steven Crane.

All of the historical sites participat-
ing in “Four Centuries in a Weekend”
are preserved by nonprofit organiza-
tions. “Four Centuries in a Weekend”
was funded in part by the New Jersey
Historical Commission, a division of
Cultural Affairs in the Department of
State.

The CountrThe CountrThe CountrThe CountrThe Country Fy Fy Fy Fy Folk Arolk Arolk Arolk Arolk Art & Ct & Ct & Ct & Ct & Crafts Srafts Srafts Srafts Srafts Shohohohohowwwww
will be held at the New Jersey Convention and
Expo Center – Raritan Center from Thurs-
day, October 21, to Sunday, October 24.
Craft lovers can find a huge array of unique
decorating needs from such themes as French
and Primitive Country, Shabby Chic, Ameri-
cana, Cottage, Northwest Lodge, traditional
and fine art, Victorian, Southwest, Western
and whimsical. For $7, patrons may visit the
show all weekend long and parking is free. For
driving directions, please visit http://
www.countryfolkart.com/edison_map.html.

* * * * * * *
They’ve been hailed as “the best tribute

band in the world,” and tonight, Thursday,
October 21, AAAAAustralian Pustralian Pustralian Pustralian Pustralian Pink Fink Fink Fink Fink Flololololoyyyyyd d d d d will
perform at Prudential Hall inside the New
Jersey Performing Arts Center in Newark
at 7:30 p.m. The classic hits will be accom-
panied by a dazzling light show, video
projections and other spectacular stage
tricks. Tickets are $28 to $38 and may still
be available. For more information, please
call the box office at (888) GO-NJPAC.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 22
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POPCORN™

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent
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It appears that the reach of the Mafia has no
bounds. With Shark Tale, in one fell swoop
the mob infiltrates children’s films as well as
underwater life. Next thing we’ll know, Charlie
the Tuna will turn informant.

Oddly enough, the animated spoof of or-
ganized crime, directed by Bibo Bergeron,
Vicky Jenson and Rob Letterman, isn’t half
bad. It’s colorful and has a modicum of wit,
although it seems that most of the jokes are
aimed to please the adult accompaniers rather
than the accompanied.

Still, one has to wonder. Have the creators
of kiddy flicks so run out of ideas that they’ve
rationalized the need for primers to ready our
next generation for The Godfather (1972),
The Godfather, Part II (1974), Goodfellas
(1990) and all that they entail? Certainly
nothing could prepare them for The Godfa-
ther, Part III (1990).

But are we afraid that stories of renegade
mongrels, fantastic sorcerers and fairy prin-
cesses will ill-prepare our tots for the realities
they’ll be facing? Probably not. Producers just
make what they think will bring a profit. They
are great jumpers upon moneymaking band-
wagons. Film critics, on the other hand, have
a habit of reading into things with a vigor only
slightly less venturesome than your Aunt
Josephine’s zeal for interpreting dreams.

In any case, about 13 years from now, viewing
any of the aforementioned Mafioso mementos
on Turner Classic Movies or in a film survey
course at college, it will occur to little Johnny that
he’s seen this in another permutation. If he has
a good professor, his theory will be affirmed. If he
has an idiot for a teacher, it won’t. But then that’s
education for you. Go Johnny go. Truth is, it’s an
old process.

Animated features have long been the in-
troductory ramp to our youth’s dramatic edu-
cation as well as being instrumental in the
fomenting of their social thought. Don’t dis-
count for a second the existential lessons in
Lady and the Tramp (1955) that eventually
facilitated the Chicago Seven’s impact on
national affairs.

But let’s not get carried away. That’s just an
example. Plus, in all fairness there’s a whole
school of thought that says TV’s “Kukla, Fran
and Ollie” was much more influential. If
you’re looking to Shark Tale to create a citi-
zenry who will not only rid the world of
terrorism and its reactionary counterparts,
but also discover a renewable source of free
energy, cast elsewhere. This is inconsequen-
tial fluff with fins.

Not that it doesn’t try … a little. Though,
while perhaps in the name of better under-
standing among social groups, Shark Tale
dabbles a bit too uncomfortably in stereotypes.

Robert De Niro voices Don Lino, the Italian-
American godfather shark obsessed with matters
of succession. While son Frankie (Michael
Imperioli), reminiscent of the gung-ho Sonny
Corleone (James Caan), is hungering to assume
his spot at the top of the food chain, sibling
Lenny (Jack Black) is a lot more like Fredo.

Shame of all shames, the sensitive little shark
is different. As the metaphor has it, he’s a
vegetarian. And thus, when dad gives him no
option but to take his rightful place among the
family carnivores, he seeks an alternative lifestyle.

But before Lenny can realize his liberation,
there’s a freak accident. Frankie is killed. And
this in turn sets off a chain reaction of misun-
derstandings. All of which plays into the status
crazed hands of Oscar, a little fish with big
dreams who toils in a whale wash at the ocean
floor. Bet you didn’t know whales had to be
washed, did you?

Apparently, writer Damian Shannon et al
could think of no less a hackneyed convention
than said cetacean laundry to epitomize the
fish at the less advantaged end of the power
structure. But Will Smith’s comic delivery,
charged with his innate savvy, overrides the
cliché. His spunky Oscar happily transcends
the implication. One of these days, little Oscar’s
ship is going to come in. Flawed as he may be,
overstuffed with hubris, he’s the hero. And
we’re with him.

So is Angie (Renee Zellweger). Overlook-
ing his braggadocio, ostensibly appreciating
his inner fish, the long-suffering cashier at the

whale wash puts up with the darling lug. She
doesn’t even lose faith after he makes it big and
falls head over gills for Lola (Angelina Jolie),
the resident temptress.

Now, understand that Oscar’s skyrocket to
fame and fortune is a fluke, in a manner of
speaking. It comes as a result of Frankie’s death.
You see, only Lenny and Oscar know it was an
accident. To the rest of the marine world, Smith’s
character is now a shark killer to be feared. En-
dorsement offers abound. And in return for being
allowed to hide out among the bottom dwellers,
where he at long last finds happiness dressing up
as a dolphin, the godfather apparent keeps the
code of silence. Don Lino and company presume
the remaining heir lost or worse.

The ins and outs of organized crime proto-
col that follow after the bad boys find a chink
in Oscar’s armor, which then leads to a big sit-
down, will be too convoluted for most tots to
follow. In fact, I know several childlike adults
who are certain to be challenged.

As for the rest of us, who can’t seem to come
away from anything without a philosophical
quandary or two, one is apt to question the
whole children’s film-going ritual. Should it be
just for them, or do the better offerings indeed
take us caretakers of the culture into account?
Well, that depends on your status.

Pardon the bemoaning, but with my toddler
Erin now off to college, half of my reason for
seeing this Piscean parable has now moved on to
the art film circuit. There’s only the consolation
that there are bigger fish to fry. Of course the well
adjusted won’t want to make that much bouil-
labaisse out of it. A lightweight catch, Shark Tale
deserves no more than a quick look before being
tossed back in the drink.

* * * * * * *
Shark TaleShark TaleShark TaleShark TaleShark Tale, rated PG, is a DreamWorks

release directed by Bibo Bergeron, Vicky
Jenson and Rob Letterman and stars the
voices of Will Smith, Robert De Niro and
Renee Zellweger. Running time: 90 minutes.
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD — The music of
Broadway came to Westfield on the
evening of October 13, when the Adult
Enrichment Team of Saint Helen’s Ro-
man Catholic Church hosted “The
Wisdom of Broadway,” a lecture with
music created and presented by the
Reverend Frank McNulty
of Summit.

A noted teacher, and
author, McNulty, a Ro-
man Catholic priest,
uses music to comple-
ment the Christian mes-
sage that can be applied
to all aspects of life.

The idea for “The Wis-
dom of Broadway” origi-
nated with the priest’s love
of music and the theatre.
He often quoted poems
and the lyrics of songs in
his homilies. Over the
years the program evolved to having
someone sing the words, rather than
McNulty’s merely quoting them.

His first lecture with music was
based upon the music and lyrics of
the Broadway play, Les Miserables.
While he emphasized the theme of
social justice, another minister sang
some of the songs.

“I moved from that approach to a
more general one to include a variety
of music and many more lessons,”
explained McNulty.

Vocalist Beth Rogers and pianist
Phil Mealey assist the priest in pre-
senting “The Wisdom of Broadway.”

“With a singer and a pianist, I do the
same thing, speak of the values found
in music and lyrics,” he continued,
adding that music has a way of moving
the heart and stirring the soul.

Wednesday evening’s performance
included selections from The
Fantastiks, Into the Woods, Carou-

sel and Disney’s Hunchback of Notre
Dame, among others. The evening’s
format alternated between lecture and
song, with McNulty speaking of an
aspect of the human condition, and
Rogers’ full-bodied voice and Mealey’s
accompaniment, illustrating the
priest’s words with music.

One of McNulty’s favorite compos-
ers is Steven Sondheim,
whose words he finds
“challenging.”

McNulty left no topic
unattended and spoke of
distressing subjects such
as 9/11, abortion and the
priests’ sex abuse scandal
as honestly and as openly
as he did about the hap-
piness of love, marriage
and the birth of a baby.

As an encore, Rogers
sang “I Said a Prayer for
You Today,” the popular
prayer set to music by

Westfield composer, Russell Parry, who
was introduced to the audience.

McNulty attended Immaculate
Conception Seminary in Darlington,
and was awarded an S.T.L. (Licenti-
ate in Sacred Theology) and an S.T.D.
(Doctorate in Sacred Theology) from
the Catholic University of America.

He has served as a theology teacher
at Immaculate Conception Seminary
where he taught moral and pastoral
theology. He was the Vicar of Priests for
the Archdiocese of Newark for 10 years
and the pastor of Our Lady of the
Blessed Sacrament Church in Roseland.

He has extensive experience in teach-
ing as well as giving retreats. McNulty
was chosen by the National Council of
Catholic Bishops to represent the priests
of the United States in an address to
Pope John Paul II in Miami, Fla. on
September 10, 1987. He is the author
of several books and his writing has
appeared in other publications.

Reverend Frank McNultyReverend Frank McNultyReverend Frank McNultyReverend Frank McNultyReverend Frank McNulty

swilling, cigarette-puffing diva named
Joann (Anamaria Llanos-Carrizo). The
song starts out slowly building to a
throbbing intensity.

Sondheim fans will recognize “Be-
ing Alive” as the show’s musical climax.
Then the full ensemble sings a musi-
cally thrilling finale. But don’t expect a
“happy ever after” ending with
Sondheim. It’s never there.

Although his work doesn’t give the
audience “sing along” melodies of
Rogers and Hart, Sondheim always
leaves his audience with questions they
have to answer for themselves.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 22

Company

Midler’s “From a Distance.” Included
was the line, “It’s the drool of hope. It’s
the look of guilt. This is the stance of
every dog,” while the audience joined
in for a chorus of, “Dogs are watching
us!”

All in all, this installment of Coffee
with Conscience offered something for
every age. It was an evening of laugh-
ter, reflection, and warmth, thanks to
the great music and delectable coffee.
Even your dog would approve.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 22
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SUMMIT SUMMIT SUMMIT SUMMIT SUMMIT — The New Jersey Cen-
ter for Visual Arts (NJCVA) in Sum-
mit will hold its sixth annual
Collector’s Evening art sale On Sun-
day, November 20, to benefit the
center’s exhibition and educational
outreach programs. Starting at 7:30
p.m., the event will be held at Kent
Place School, 43 Norwood Avenue in
Summit.

Featuring works by emerging and
established contemporary artists, the
sale will give seasoned art lovers and
beginners the opportunity to add to
or start their own collections. The
sale will continue throughout the
evening.

The event will include a talk, “The
Joy of Collecting,” by Holly Pyne
Connor, Curator of American Art at

the Newark Museum.
Wine, champagne, hors d’oeurves

and desserts will be served. For more
information, please call the NJCVA at
(908) 273-9121.

SPFHS BSPFHS BSPFHS BSPFHS BSPFHS Band, Color Gand, Color Gand, Color Gand, Color Gand, Color Guaruaruaruaruarddddd
RRRRReveveveveveal Competition Real Competition Real Competition Real Competition Real Competition Resultsesultsesultsesultsesults

SCOSCOSCOSCOSCOTTTTTCH PLCH PLCH PLCH PLCH PLAINSAINSAINSAINSAINS — Despite
their highest scores of the year, the, the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
Marching Band and Color Guard were
denied any first place trophies at the
Carteret Band Competition on Octo-
ber 17.

West Orange High School domi-
nated the group and the competition
overall, edging the Raiders for top band
by a razor thin 89.5 to 89.1.

Even though they came home empty
handed, Band Director Durand Tho-

mas was still pleased with the effort
overall.

“We did very well today. We’re
looking forward to the challenges
of the next few weeks,” said Tho-
mas.

Beginning with a Central Jersey Re-
gional contest on October 24 at The
College of New Jersey, the band will
embark on some larger competitions,
culminating in the USSBA All-States
Championships at Giants Stadium on
November 13.

Arts degree in Music Education from
Kean University in Union. She com-
pleted her student teaching in the South
Plainfield school district, where she
taught K-8 strings, prepared pupils for
spring concerts, a chamber ensemble
performance and culminated the year
with the All-District Music Festival.

A K-8 strings teacher throughout
Westfield’s elementary schools, she re-
sides in Iselin and enjoys gymnastics,
orchestra and is an avid cheerleader.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 22
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By MARYLOU MORANOBy MARYLOU MORANOBy MARYLOU MORANOBy MARYLOU MORANOBy MARYLOU MORANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

It’s almost time for Halloween and
there’s nothing like reading a book about
the holiday to really get you in the
mood!

Halloween is the biggest
night of the year in outer space,
but how do creatures in other
galaxies celebrate? Read the
picture book, “How to Trick
or Treat in Outer Space” by
Kathleen Krull (Holiday
House, 2004) to learn about a
Halloween adventure that is
out of this world.

Candlewick Press has
published a whole shelf full
of Halloween books. Here
are a few of their Hallow-
een “treats.” The 1985 clas-
sic, “The Night of the Pa-
per Bag Monsters” by
Helen Craig has recently
been re-released. It’s a story
about Halloween and also
about friendship. In an-
other book, seven year-old
Ben wants to design his own
costume this year. What
does he have in mind? You
soon find out when you
read “The Best Halloween
of All” by Susan Wojciechowski (2000).

Very young readers can learn to count
with “Two Little Witches” by Harriet
Ziefert, and elementary school age read-
ers will enjoy a Halloween surprise that
pops right up at you in “Dracula’s Tomb”
by Colin McNaughton. Ben the ghost
just can’t say boo and he needs to learn fast
so he can scare people on Halloween. Will

he learn in time? “Say Boo” is a board
book targeted towards very young readers
and listeners.

Cinderella Skeleton makes every day
seem like Halloween in “Cinderella Skel-
eton” by Robert San Souci (First Voyager

Books, 2004). Boris and
Bella are planning a mon-
ster mash. The only prob-
lem is they don’t get along.
To learn if they eventually
become friends read “Boris
and Bella” by Carolyn
Crimi (Harcourt Children’s
Books, 2004).

Herbert the black cat
needs a home, and he’s
heard that witches like black
cats. Will he find a special
witch to call his own? Read
“Excuse Me,,,Are You a
Witch?” by Emily Horn
(Charlesbridge, 2004)

Authors Georgie Adams
and Emily Bolam collabo-
rated on “The Three Little
Witches,” a book that older
elementary school age chil-
dren will enjoy reading. It
is published by Hyperion
Books for Children (2001),
a publisher that has put out
an entire series about the

three witches — Zara, Ziggy and Zoe.
Children who like reading poetry will

enjoy “Skeleton Bones and Goblin
Groans: Poems for Halloween” by Amy
Sklansky (Henry Holt, 2004).

Here’s a Halloween joke for you: What’s
the scariest book in the library? Why, the
diction “hairy” of course! Happy Hallow-
een!

Get
Outta
The

House
By CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVIS

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The MMMMMorristoorristoorristoorristoorristown Cwn Cwn Cwn Cwn CraftMraftMraftMraftMraftMarararararket &ket &ket &ket &ket &
FFFFFancy Fancy Fancy Fancy Fancy Food Food Food Food Food Fest est est est est will be held this
weekend, Friday, October 22, to Sun-
day, October 24, at the National Guard
Armory, 430 Western Avenue in
Morristown. This juried show, which
includes over 135 artisans, will feature
an array of exquisite handcrafted work,
including jewelry like the complexly
crafted butterfly pin, pictured, below,
hand-blown glass vases, elegant wood
furniture, hand-woven clothing and
more. In addition, there will be free

workshops for children, gourmet foods
and a display of books. Admission is
$8 and discount coupons are available
at www.morristowncraftmarket.com.
For more information, please call (973)
895-3356.

* * * * * * *
The GGGGGlen Mlen Mlen Mlen Mlen Miller Oiller Oiller Oiller Oiller Orrrrrchestra chestra chestra chestra chestra is

alive and well, and under the leader-
ship of trombonist Larry O’Brien,
the legendary group will make an
appearance at the Union County Arts
Center (UCAC) on Friday, October
22, at 8 p.m. Tickets are $22 to $28
per person. For more information
about jitterbugging in the aisles, please
call the UCAC at (732) 489-8227.

* * * * * * *
For a different kind of concert per-

formance, MMMMMelba Melba Melba Melba Melba Moorooroorooroore e e e e will appear
at Kean University’s Wilkins Theatre
on Thursday, October 28, at 7:30
p.m. Tickets for the general public are
$25 per person and may be purchased
at http://wilkinstheatre.kean.edu/
buytickets.html or call the box office
at (908) 737-7469.

* * * * * * *
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By MICHELLE HELEN Le POIDEVINBy MICHELLE HELEN Le POIDEVINBy MICHELLE HELEN Le POIDEVINBy MICHELLE HELEN Le POIDEVINBy MICHELLE HELEN Le POIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – Westfield resident
Kevin Johnson will debut The Silly
Season, a new documentary about
Westfield, Cacciola Place and town
politics on Thursday, October 28, at 7
p.m. at Edison Intermediate School.

According to Johnson, a graduate of
Syracuse University’s S.I. Newhouse
School of Public Communications, the
film originated from a project assigned
to Johnson at Syracuse about docu-
mentary pre-production and writing.

Originally, he told The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times, he was eager to focus the docu-
mentary entirely on Cacciola Place, but
the project rapidly evolved and ex-
panded to the then-heated controversy
over redistricting Cacciola, as well as
David Haas’ campaign for Westfield
Town Council.

Fellow resident Lisa Quackenbush
put Johnson in touch with Haas, who
was receptive to the project and offered
him complete access to his campaign.

Johnson said, “It was really exciting
to be inside a campaign from the very
start.”

The documentary was produced over
eight months in 2003 and Johnson com-
pleted production over this summer.

The Silly Season also features musi-
cal performances from members of
Bethel Baptist Church, as well as inter-
views with former Third Ward Coun-
cilman Claire Lazarowitz, Westfield

Neighborhood Council Vice-President
Mary Withers and former Jersey City
mayor and Westfield High School
alumnus Bret Schundler.

Johnson said he learned a lot about
the political process, how to make an
effective documentary, the importance
of civic duties and gained a true respect
for “people who work for our town on
both sides of the aisle.”

“The documentary will mean some-
thing different to people living in and
out of Westfield,” remarked Johnson.
He added that those familiar with
Westfield will think the film is about
Haas, while those who know Haas will
pick up on the film’s nuances about
Westfield.

Johnson said, “Hopefully, the film
will encourage viewers to become ac-
tive citizens.”

Coincidentally, noted Johnson, the
title of the documentary was derived
from the lead-in of a caption in May
22, 2003 issue of The Leader/Times
which read, “The Silly Season” and
also featured former Mayor Thomas
Jardim and his family at Haas’ cam-
paign kick-off party.

Currently, Johnson is employed at
Passaic Community College, video-
tapes weddings and is an intern at
Working Dog Productions.

The October 28 premiere is open to
the public and admission is free.
Johnson will be available to answer
questions from the audience following
the screening.

AND THE WINNER IS...Millicent Brody won the Westfield Scene Award duringAND THE WINNER IS...Millicent Brody won the Westfield Scene Award duringAND THE WINNER IS...Millicent Brody won the Westfield Scene Award duringAND THE WINNER IS...Millicent Brody won the Westfield Scene Award duringAND THE WINNER IS...Millicent Brody won the Westfield Scene Award during
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       Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
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By SUSAN M. DOUGHERTYBy SUSAN M. DOUGHERTYBy SUSAN M. DOUGHERTYBy SUSAN M. DOUGHERTYBy SUSAN M. DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Stephen Sondheim, master of the
clever lyric and intriguing music is
alive and well at the Cranford Dra-
matic Club (CDC). Company, the first
offering in CDC’s 75th season, is vin-
tage Sondheim, boasting of at least
three familiar songs and a theme that
is repeated daily in America.

Sondheim always presents mar-
riage as challenge. Look at his Fol-
lies, Into the Woods and A Little
Night Music. Broadway pro-
ducer Hal Prince said that
Bobby, Company’s main char-
acter was “a device used to

link a series of vignettes about mar-
riage.” This observation is accurate.

With a wonderfully strong musical
ensemble and robust instrumental
opening, the show begins with the
35th birthday party of a handsome
single man named Bobby (Rich
Sibello). The entire piece is a flashback
to his relationships with five couples
who constantly try to match make
even though their own marriages are
not stellar.

Director Joe Vierno’s substantial,
pleasing set is complete with scrim and
Manhattan backdrop. He has foregone

the usual neon lights surrounding a
multilevel structure, but his matt black
structure works well.

A small yet powerful musical combo,
ably directed by Jim Szabo, nestles be-
hind the black curtained set piece. The
combo’s refrains carry just fine through-

out the intimate theater.
The use of off stage sing-

ers called “Vocal Mi-
nority” of Karen
Chamis, Jean
McCauley and Tiffany

Wilson is a treat.
More amplifica-

tion of their
meshed har-

monies would have been nice.
Main character Bobby first visits

friends Sarah (Colleen Kraft) and her
husband Harry (Jeffrey Dopson) who
start the show with energy and vivacity.
Because of Sarah’s obsession with choco-
late, pizza and Sara Lee confections,
Harry classifies her as a “food voyeur.”
While Sarah tries to diet, Harry tries to
resist the lure of alcohol. Their never-
ending tug-of-war for verbal control is
typical Sondheim. Needless nit pick-
ing develops into a hilarious karate
sequence and subsequent wrestling
match with neither one wanting to cry
“uncle.”

Amid those fun and games, Joann
(Anamaria Llanos-Carrizo) sings, “It’s
the Little Things You Do Together,”
inserting Sondheim’s wry commentary
on matrimony.

At the end of the scene, Bobby asks
Harry, “Are you ever sorry you got
married?” Harry stands, hands in
pockets and sings from his heart,
“You’re always sorry/grateful…” ex-
plaining the paradox of love. Vierno’s
good direction prevents excessive
movement to detract from the power
of the lyrics.

The next pair of friends is deliriously
happy to tell Bobby they are getting a
divorce. In a twist of fate, they are happier
together than they have ever been. An-
other couple shares an evening with Bobby
getting high. At the night’s end, though,
the wife confesses that she’s too old and
“too square” for such shenanigans.

Later, Bobby looks for a girl who is
the conglomeration of all of these mar-
ried women. His “Someone is Wait-
ing” is his best song, revealing vulner-
ability. He asks the questions plaguing
many single 30 year olds: “Did I wait
too long…did I miss her?”

In “Another Hundred People,” one
of Bobby’s love interests, Marta
(Robyn Bloom) explains how count-
less people flood into New York City
every day. Bloom’s angst explains her
love/hate ambivalence with the Big
Apple. The actress handles challeng-
ing higher notes with the right mix of
belt and head tones. Simple yet effec-
tive staging with the park bench and
newspaper really work to make this
one of the best numbers in the show.

Another mesmerizing scene offers
Bobby as the best man in his friend
Paul’s wedding. Paul (Nuno de Sousa)
tenderly sings, “Today is for Amy”
while his wife-to-be frenetically ticks
off the reasons why she shouldn’t get
married today. Amy (Esther Cohen)
exudes just the right amount of frenzy
in a scene of the neurosis of last-
minute wedding jitters.

In the background, the melody of
Melissa Loderstedt’s rich choral refrain
juxtaposed with Cohen’s hysteria pro-
vides an interesting close to Act I.

Alyson Pemoulies’ choreography
complete with straw hats, canes and
flowing ensemble movement in “Side
by Side by Side” ushers in Act II.
Pemoulie, who also plays Kathy in the
show, adds sensuality with her lovely
lyric dance interludes.

Another classic Sondheim song,
“Here’s to the Ladies that Lunch” is
delivered by a husky-voiced, martini

      Risa Abrams for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Karen MalKaren MalKaren MalKaren MalKaren Mal

      Risa Abrams for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Jay MankitaJay MankitaJay MankitaJay MankitaJay Mankita
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By RISA ABRAMSBy RISA ABRAMSBy RISA ABRAMSBy RISA ABRAMSBy RISA ABRAMS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD -- With the chilly fall
season in full swing, finding ways to
warm up is on many of our minds.
Westfield’s Coffee with Conscience se-
ries gets the job done in more ways than
one. This showcase of music, coupled
with delicious coffee and desserts, func-
tions not only to entertain, but to raise
money for charities.

Coffee with Conscience, presented
by Ahrre Maros and his shop, Ahrre’s
Coffee Roastery, features independent
musicians from all over the country.
Maros seeks charismatic, acoustic pop

singers, many of whom he calls friends,
and takes pride in helping lesser-known
acts “build an audience base.”

The series takes place on the third
Saturday of each month in Westfield,
with one-third of the proceeds from
ticket sales going to charity. Local con-
tributors, including The Westfield Ser-
vice League, whose donation provided
a new sound system, support the series.

“I think they deserve a lot of thanks,”
Maros said.

Last Saturday’s concert was a double-
bill show featuring musicians Karen
Mal and Jay Mankita, each performing
solo in the first set.

Mal opened with “My Heaven.” In
her heaven, “you’ll never get sunburned
‘cause love is the light.” This award-
winning songstress currently lives in

Austin, Tex., “a huge musical soup” as
she so proudly calls it. Her soothing
voice revealed a hint of a southern
drawl, and she hit the high notes with
ease.

Mal’s songs reveal personal situa-
tions, as she often references specific
experiences. Her gentle guitar playing
is the perfect complement to her lyrics.
With her wide eyes and joyous facial
expressions, it was easy to feel good
during her set.

The moment Mankita took the stage,
he had the audience laughing. More-
over, his songs blend perfectly with the
Coffee with Conscience mission. His
musical satire is delivered with an acous-
tic guitar in hand and a wide smile that
is contagious.

In both his physical appearance and
folk rock style, Mankita is a cross be-
tween Paul Simon and Bruce
Springsteen. His cheerful quirkiness,
bubbly sway, and wide range of topics
make him enjoyable for anyone. He
covered a wide range of topics, from
joking about politics in the song “They
Lied” to seeking alternative words to
reference his independent girlfriend.

Mankita was so eager to share his
craft that he bounced on the balls of his
feet, virtually growing taller with each
word. He encouraged audience par-
ticipation, and an enthusiastic boy glee-
fully sang along.

In the second set, Mal and Mankita
played together. Each took turns per-
forming their own songs while the
other provided instrumental accompa-
niment and delightful harmonies. Mal
alternated between her acoustic guitar
and mandolin.

They frequently exchanged friendly
glances, and Mankita remarked,
“Doesn’t she have a fantastically beau-
tiful voice?”

Later in the second set, the musi-
cians showed off their versatility. On
“Morning Face,” his album’s title track,
Mankita showcased his softer side.

“It’s actually not a comedy song,” he
remarked. Equally as touching was
Mal’s “Beneath My Quilt,” in which
she sang, “I want to melt like sugar in
hot water. I want to find a door through
the wall we’ve built beneath my quilt.”

The mood brightened with Mankita’s
“Tracy at the Bat.” Though geared

toward children, it was a nice surprise
for those who never thought they would
hear “Take Me Out to the Ballgame”
on the mandolin.

Mal and Mankita will play shows for
children as Halloween approaches.

“Are you loathsome tonight? Is your
gauze wrapped too tight?” is their hu-
morous spin on the standard “Are You
Lonesome Tonight?” With a slight tilt
of Mal’s curly blond head and smiles
from ear to ear, the duo proved that
performing was what they were meant
to do.

The parodies continued with “From
a Dog’s Stance,” instead of Bette
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – Sally Williams
Cook, a Westfield native, will host a
pajama party for children ages four to
eight on Tuesday, October 26, at 7
p.m. at the Westfield
Memorial Library to cel-
ebrate the publication of
her first picture book,
“Good Night Pillow
Fight,” published by
HarperCollins.

Cook will present a
slide show, “How a Pic-
ture Book Is Made,” and
she will sign copies of
her book. Refreshments
and an art project will be
included.

All participants must sign-up for the
event at the library. Space is limited.

Cook grew up in Westfield and
graduated Westfield High School in

1972.
An avid children’s book enthusiast,

she said, “My mother taught nursery
school at the Wesley Hall Nursery

School for many years.
She was a big influence
on my interest in chil-
dren and children’s lit-
erature.”

Cook’s first book, “An-
other Season: A Coach’s
Story of Raising An Ex-
ceptional Son,” was pub-
lished in 1997 and was a
best seller.

The author has already
received two starred re-

views for “Good Night Pillow Fight”
on Amazon.com. Her articles and re-
views have appeared in many national
publications, including The New York
Times, Family Circle, and Parenting.
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – Westfield Public
Schools welcomed three new fine arts
teachers, Mia Laine, Marylee Massenzio
and Christina Szczepkowski, this fall.

An elementary music instructor at
Franklin and Wilson Elementary
Schools in Westfield, Laine was em-
ployed at Gill Saint Bernard School in

Gladstone. A Westfield High School
graduate, she holds a Bachelor of Arts
degree in Music Education from the
University of Central Florida and a
Masters in Music Education from
Westminster Choir College of Rider
University in Lawrenceville. She is a
private piano instructor and organist.

Travel, arts events, reading, cooking
and music are Laine’s hobbies.

An art instructor at Franklin School,
Massenzio holds a Bachelor of Arts in
Fine Arts and is currently working to-
ward attaining her master’s degree. She
led a Head Start pre-school program at
Wanblee Indian School on Pine Ridge
Reservation in South Dakota. She has
taught in Colonial Hill Learning Cen-
ter of Westfield, and most recently
Bayberry School in Watchung.

Massenzio performs extensive vol-
unteer activities, including craft work-
shops at the Association of Retarded
Citizens and religious education teach-
ers, making bridal headpieces and trav-
eling. She has also penned a book,
“Naming Cats and Dogs.”

Szczepkowski, who hails from Me-
dia, Pa., recently received a Bachelor of
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