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Ad Populos, Non Aditus, Pervenimus

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
SCULPTED TREASURE…East Brunswick sculptor Edmund Spiro displayed his
artwork during the “Art in Westfield Sidewalk Show & Sale” on October 9 in
downtown Westfield. Mr. Spiro carves hard woods, and welds metals and found
objects to create his artwork. The Westfield Art Association, Westfield Area Cham-
ber of Commerce and Downtown Westfield Corporation sponsored the event.
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County Parks and Rec. Department Moving
Forward With Stabilization of Rahway River

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

County parks and recreation offi-
cials are moving ahead with prelimi-
nary plans for stabilizing the river
wall in Sperry Park in Cranford along
the Rahway River. The project in-
cludes widening the walking and
jogging pathway in the park as well
as adding a gazebo as a focal point in
the park.

John Belle of Kinsey Associates, a
consulting firm based in
Hackettstown hired by the county to
prepare engineering plans for the
project, said the new river wall will
be made of concrete emulating the
existing stone masonry embank-
ment. Mr. Belle said the current wall
is dilapidated and has sustained ero-
sion over the years.

The new wall will mimic the Victo-
rian era period of the park, Mr. Belle
stated. Picnic tables and benches will

also be added along the edge of the
river.

Parks and Recreation Department
Director Charles Sigmund said the
overall cost of the project has yet to
be determined. The department will
come before the board again when
cost estimates are completed.

“We are at a point where we need
the freeholders’ commitment to con-
tinue with the project,” said Mr.
Sigmund.

Freeholder Bette Jane Kowalski, a
Cranford resident who grew up down
the street from Sperry Park, gave her
full support for the project.

“I am very happy to see progress is
going to be made on this project,” she
said.

The flood prevention improve-
ment project has been in the discus-
sion stage for over a decade.

In other business, Director of Hu-
man Services Frank Guzzo said the

county’s paratransit vehicles will
soon include a consumer Bill of
Rights statement posted inside the
vehicles. The statement was recom-
mended and approved by the Union
County Disabled Advisory Board.
The county’s paratransit program has
been in operation for over 30 years.
The board will vote to approve a
resolution adopting the new policy
at tonight’s meeting.

The board is also expected to take
action on a resolution tonight autho-
rizing County Manager George
Devanney to submit an application
to the state Department of Environ-
mental Protection’s Statewide Liv-
able Communities Grant program for
the design of a new administration

and warming center at the Warinanco
Skating Center in Roselle.

In addition, the board will recog-
nize the Union County Psychiatric
Clinic Behavioral Healthcare on its
60th anniversary.

Reporting some good news for
the county, Department of Engi-
neering and Public Works Director
Frank Dann said the original con-
tract for the replacement of the
Raritan Road Bridge over the Clark
Reservoir has been reduced by
$214,362 for a new contract of
$2,256,217. Mr. Dann said the con-
tractor, Rencor, Inc., of Somerville,
found that the milling work was not
as extensive as originally thought
in the contract.
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MS Council Reviews
Ordinance to Create
Enforcement Officer

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Three ordinances were discussed
on Tuesday evening at the Borough
of Mountainside’s monthly agenda
setting meeting. Council President,
Werner Schon ran the meeting in ab-
sence of Mayor Robert Viglianti. All
three ordinances were unanimously
passed upon first reading at last
month’s council meeting.

Ordinance 1078 appoints the posi-
tion of an “enforcement officer” who
will be working in conjunction with
the borough’s zoning officer to help
enforce property maintenance codes
within the borough.

Ordinance 1079 amends the
borough’s rules regarding the over-
night parking of commercial ve-
hicles. Now the ordinance stipulates
that the prohibition of commercial
vehicles parked at private residences
would be restricted from 10 p.m. to 6
a.m.

The ordinance also outlines all
commercial vehicles to include:
boats, house trailers, a motor bus, a
motor home, vans or like vehicles
used for commercial purposes.

The ordinance further states that
no truck with a maximum weight-
carrying capacity of over one and a
half tons be kept in a residential zone
and that carports shall not be permit-
ted in any zone.

Ordinance 1980 prohibits parking
on Woodacres Drive Mondays
through Fridays from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
from the intersection at Pembrook
Road to the intersection at Meeting
House Lane.

In other business, Mountainside’s
governing body issued a proclama-
tion that the week of October 18 to be
known as Band Appreciation Week at
Governor Livingston High School.

The next regular meeting for the
borough’s council is scheduled for
Tuesday, October 19, at 8 p.m.

Finance Committee Chairman
Asks For DWC Commitment

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Westfield Town Council Finance
Chairman and First Ward Council-
man Peter Echausse will be sending a
letter to the Downtown Westfield
Corporation (DWC) officially ask-
ing them to make a financial commit-
ment to the Prospect/Elm parking
garage.

“I am requesting that a resolution
be placed on the October agenda of
the DWC to adopt or reject the Park-

ing Financing Plan that was approved
by the council on September 28,”
Councilman Echausse told The
Westfield Leader.

According to the councilman, be-
cause the financial plan relies on a
$50,040 contribution from the DWC as
well as meter and permit price increases,
which effect the merchants and their
customers, it is important that the busi-
nesses not only be informed, but be
committed to the project.

Councilman Echausse is also re-

questing that the DWC agree to guar-
antee to sale of the 105 new annual
permits for employees, or the short-
fall. The permits will cost $780 a year.

“The town needs to know if the
DWC approves of raising all on-street
meter rates to 75 cents an hour. This
means 56 on-street meters will be
raised from 25 cents per hour to 75
cents an hour, and 174 on-street meters
will go from 50 cents an hour to 75
cents an hour,” Councilman Echausse
explained.

The DWC Board has had five weeks
to reflect on the financing proposal
and to identify the strengths and
weaknesses of such proposal.

“The voters have a right and need
to know if the financial plan does or
does not have the support of the DWC
and the constituencies it represents,”
said Councilman Echausse.

He said that he plans to attend the
DWC board meeting on Monday

Current Traffic, Safety
Issues Irk Residents,
Fear More to Come

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Though there were only a dozen
items on the agenda for Tuesday
night’s council meeting, the public
comment portion caused the meeting
to continue past 10 p.m.

During the council’s pre-meeting
conference session, First Ward Coun-
cilman Peter Echausse said he was
“dismayed at what transpired last
week.”

At the previous week’s conference
session a conversation regarding the
parking deck became heated between
council members and residents.

“Parking is an emotional topic,”
Councilman Echausse said. He said
he was “very, very upset” that First
Ward Councilman Caruana was ac-
cused of being “disingenuous.”

“Even though you may not agree
with him,” Councilman Echausse said,
“(you) can’t argue that Sal’s wrong.”
He asked that the council members
respect what everyone is saying.

Mayor Gregory McDermott said

that “parking has taken on a life of its
own,” and that it has become a “per-
sonal and political” issue.

From the dais, the mayor asked that
the residents not yell at the council,
and refrain from insulting them.

Many of the residents who spoke
out against the parking deck cited
traffic and safety concerns that al-
ready exist in the area, and will only
be exacerbated by the construction
of the deck.

Resident Sharon Stockwell told the
council that on National Walk Your
Child to School Day on October 6, a
resident was hit by a turning vehicle
at the intersection of Prospect Street
and Dudley Avenue. The woman sus-
tained injuries from the accident, but
was able to keep her child out of
harms way.

Mrs. Stockwell added that the fol-
lowing day her car was struck by a
vehicle involved in a two-car acci-
dent at the corner of Cowperthwaite
Place and Prospect Street.

Mountainside Board of Ed. Continues to Search
For Source of Persistent Odor at Beechwood
By BETSEY BURGDORF

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

At the Tuesday night meeting of
the Mountainside Board of Educa-
tion, the odor problem that has
plagued Beechwood School since last
spring was discussed in detail.

The “earthy” odor was detected in
May in rooms 110, 111, 116 and 117
and was believed to be coming from
the HVAC unit. Cameras were placed
in the ducts to determine if a decay-
ing animal was the cause of the odor,
but none were found.

At the end of May, Enviro Tech-
niques, Inc. a firm specializing in this
type of problem, was called in. They
collected six samples from inside the
building and one sample outside. The
samples were collected and analyzed

for mold, the tests were negative.
In June, Enviro Techniques, Inc.

sprayed odor absorber and ozone
treatment inside the classroom ducts.
This technique did not remove the
smell. Samples were then taken from
the duct RTU #2 insulation and a
“sniff” test determined the odor to be
coming from the insulation. The en-
tire wrap insulation was taken off
from the RTU #2, but a small amount
of odor still remained.

Over the summer, additional
samples were taken from the RTU and
analyzed by ParyPaul Laboratories
with the results coming back nega-
tive for mold. The HVAC system was
power washed, the classroom planks
were tested for moisture and options
were discussed with Aerodyne-
Redmond.

Board member John Perrin said,
“An extensive number of walls and
partitions were torn down, treated
and tested again.” All tests returned
negative for mold.

In September, the coils in the HVAC
system were power washed a second
time; the classrooms were fogged
sprayed and charcoal filters were in-
stalled.

At back to school night on Septem-
ber 23, the board received numerous
complaints from parents who experi-
enced the odor first hand.

In the beginning of October, the
borough inspected the sewer lines in
the street and determined all the lines
were “OK.”

The board then contacted the
Westfield Regional Department of
Health and the Union County Envi-
ronmental Agency for assistance. The
board will be meeting with the above
agencies tomorrow.

“No matter what we have to do, we
have to find the source of it,” Board
President Peter Goggi said referring
to the fact that a source was believed
to have been identified and elimi-
nated. “We were going on the as-
sumption that the odor was residual
and coming from the principal source.
The odor is coming from something,

and something hasn’t been found.”
Richard Worst, a parent in atten-

dance replied saying, “I don’t believe
it (the odor) to be residual. I believe it
to be renewable. One of my issues is
that there doesn’t seem to be a clear-
cut plan. Have there been any plans to
move the children?”

Mr. Goggi assured the parents that
if the students need to be removed
from the classroom they will be. He
did not indicate when, if at all, the
students and teachers would be relo-
cated.

Gary Whyte, a parent whose son is
a student in classroom 111, the room
with the strongest smell, said, “We
have to be gravely concerned about
the welfare of our children and that is
something I take very, very, very seri-
ously.” He stated that his son suffered
from asthma-like symptoms prior to

entering class 111 and is concerned
the “unknowns” associated with the
smell could be causing harm to the
students and teachers who use the
classroom on a daily basis.

Mr. Whyte also expressed his con-
cern that the charcoal filters placed
on the ducts in the classrooms are
“temporary solutions” and should not
be deemed “corrective measures.”

The board stated that the results of
the meeting with the board of health
and the Environmental Protection
Agency will be passed onto the par-
ents as soon as the results are know.

In other news, Mr. Goggi addressed
the issue that Berkeley Heights will
no longer accept Mountaionside stu-
dents in to Governor Livingston High
School stating, “There have been
rumblings that Berkeley Heights

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
DEVOTED SISTER…Doro Bush Koch, the sister of President George W. Bush,  center, had lunch at the Westfield Diner with
Assemblyman Jon Bramnick, right, William Pallatucci, left, and Union County Republican Chairman Phil Morin, far right,
on Wednesday. Doro is the youngest of the six Bush children, and made several stops to campaign for her brother in New Jersey.

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
HAVING A BALL…A clown entertained children on Elm Street in downtown Westfield during the annual “Art in Westfield
Sidewalk Show and Sale” on Saturday.
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SUPPORTING THE TROOPS...Westfield Mayor Greg McDermott and his wife
Andrea buy tickets from Alice Miller at the Westfield street fair in September for
the Support the Troops Pancake Breakfast. The breakfast will be Saturday,
October 16 at the Westfield Armory, from 7 a.m. until noon. Tickets are available
in several stores in Westfield, and at the door the morning of the event. All
proceeds go to support the National Guard and their families.

520 South Avenue 
Westfield, NJ 07090

908.301.0800 

44 Elm Street
Westfield, NJ 07090

908.518.9333

www.townbank.com

I N S U R E D

*APY = Annual Percentage Yield. $1,000.00 minimum to open. Substantial penalty for
early withdrawal. Offer for a limited time only and subject to change without notice.

“Over the Top”
CD Rates!

2 %
APY.75

Ask us about our other
great CD rates and terms.

Check out our 18-month CD

Hurry–
Limited Time Only!

*

WESTFIELD
POLICE BLOTTER

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 12
Three men, all 22 years old, were

arrested on drug possession charges
after being stopped on Boulevard for
speeding, according to police.

James Gabany of Colonia, Michael
Zima of Carteret and Arten Todika of
Iselin were each charged with posses-
sion of less than 50 grams of sus-
pected marijuana and possession of
drug paraphernalia.

Gabany was also taken into cus-
tody on an outstanding $500 con-
tempt of court warrant from Rahway.
All three were released on their own
recognizance on the Westfield
charges.

MAYORAL DUTY…Bernadette Latimer, a student at McKinley Elementary
School in Westfield, won the drawing to walk to school with Mayor Gregory
McDermott on October 6, “National Walk Our Children to School Day.”

WF, FW Teens Participate
In Jazz For Teens Program

WESTFIELD -- Teenagers from
Westfield and Fanwood are among
82 young jazz musicians to be se-
lected to participate in the New Jer-
sey Performing Arts Center’s (NJPAC)
Jazz For Teens (JFT) program.

The program, which was created in
conjunction with WBGO-Jazz 88.3
FM, includes Westfield High School
student and drummer Jonathan
Maimon and Fanwood residents
Casey Hoynes-O’Connor, Randolph
Smith and Stephen Voelker.

Casey and Stephen are saxophone
players, while Randolph plays trum-
pet. All three Fanwood residents are
students at Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School.

These local musicians have begun
classes at NJPAC under the tutelage
of professional jazz musicians.

In its eighth season, JFT, sponsored
by Wachovia, is designed to instruct
New Jersey’s teenage musicians in
jazz. The participants were selected
at comprehensive skill and knowl-
edge auditions held at NJPAC last
March as part of the facility’s Young
Artist Talent Search.

Led by Music Director Don Braden,
a renowned saxophonist and educa-
tor, and Program Advisor Art Martin,
the JFT faculty includes drummer
Dion Parson, saxophonist Mark Gross,
guitarist Ron Jackson, pianist Mike

LeDonne, trombonist Earl McIntyre,
trumpeter Valery Ponomarev, bassist
Joris Teepe and vocalist Roseanna Vitro.

The program offers individual in-
strument and vocal master classes, as
well as courses in jazz theory, jazz
listening and ensemble.

According to Joanna Gibson, As-
sociate Director for Arts Training in
the NJPAC Arts Education Depart-
ment, auditions were held for high
school students in voice, as well as
instruments, including trumpet, trom-
bone, saxophone, guitar, piano, bass
and drums. JFT provides 10 full-day
classes on Saturdays in the fall and
spring semesters at the Lucent Tech-
nologies Center for Arts Education.

Applicants may elect to attend ei-
ther one or two semesters, according
to Gibson.

Students enrolled in the fall semes-
ter will participate in a professional
recording session on Saturday, De-
cember 11. Pupils participating in
the spring semester will perform at
NJPAC’s Victoria Theater on Satur-
day, May 14, 2005 in a concert that is
open to the public.
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Echausse
night, so that he will be able to answer
any questions board members might
have.

“While I am adamantly opposed to
a parking garage at this location, I’m
not against the downtown. However,
I am trying to be fair and equitable in
who pays for this project. We have a
thriving downtown thanks to the
business and property owners, but we
really need to have the input from
these people before the voters make
their decision on November 2,” Coun-
cilman Echausse said.

She said that she asked the police
department for data on the number of
accidents in the area and the police
provided her with data that showed
there were 16 accidents on
Cowperthwaite in the last 22 months
and 43 on Dudley.

“Whether the garage comes or not,”
Mrs. Stockwell said, the traffic and
safety issues still need to be addressed
in the area.

Resident Maureen Rothfelder said
that, “traffic safety needs to be ad-
dressed town-wide.” She also ques-
tioned how the council could pro-
pose a project of this nature without
a traffic plan in place.

Councilman Caruana was quick to
point out that multiple intersections
in the area of the proposed garage are
rated badly, especially in compari-
son to the number of intersections
that were rated poorly in the South
Avenue area. None of the council
members offered any plans or ideas
for traffic improvements in the area.

After residents questions it re-
mained unclear as to how the coun-
cil will interpret the results of the
referendum; whether they will vote
in the way the residents of their ward
voted or follow a town wide consen-
sus.

Councilman Caruana said that he
will be voting with his ward, but the
mayor said that the council would
be discussing how the council will
vote on the results of the referendum
in the coming weeks.

The mayor also characterized the
referendum as a vote on whether or
not the town thinks there is a parking
problem.

Councilman Caruana said, “By
no means is this a vote on a parking
problem. This is a vote on the deck
at Elm and Prospect.”

Resident and business owner John

Mancini expressed his disappoint-
ment with the mayor that after he had
said that the council would remain
neutral on the referendum, the mayor
came out and said vote “yes.”

Resident Len Berman questioned
whether any of the $700,000 that
was appropriated for parking was
spent investigating anything other
than a parking deck.

After it was revealed that none of
the money was spent on anything
other than studies for the garage, Mr.
Berman said that the council has
“pushed the garage and no other
solution.”

When residents asked the mayor
and council if they would move the
project to another location should
the referendum fail, the elected offi-
cials seemed remiss to say whether
they would want to continue to look
at building a structure.

Next week the council will be dis-
cussing a town wide mailing, which
will help voters make their decision
on Tuesday, November 2.

Unrelated to the proposed park-
ing deck, Codding Road resident
Andrew Rickert spoke to the council
about problems with high school
students parking on his street. While
he listed safety concerns, including
the accessibility for emergency ve-
hicles, he also described the rude
behavior of some students. He said
that litter is left on the lawns and
music with offensive lyrics is blasted
from cars during open lunch. He
also alleged that last year students
were witnessed performing sexual
acts and this year three used
condoms have been found littered
on the street.

He is asking the council that his
street be given the same no parking
restrictions as many other streets in
the area, including Stoneleigh Park.

Traffic and Safety Issues Irk
Residents, Fear More to Come

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

does not want us anymore. Berkeley
Heights has already contacted us
about renewing our contract. Any
rumors are false and unfounded.” The
current 10-year contract
Mountainside has with Berkeley
Heights has two years remaining.

Mr. Perrin continued by saying,
“From a financial point of view, it
would be hard to turn their backs on
Mountainside.”

Roughly 250 Mountainside stu-
dents currently attend Governor
Livingston with the Mountainside
School District contributing approxi-
mately $3 million to the Berkeley
Heights school budget.

Interim Chief School Administra-
tor Walter Rusak presented the 2003-
2004 Violence and Vandalism Re-
port, which showed a decrease in re-
ported incidents. Last year 13 inci-
dents of were reported. This year the
number of incidents was reduced to
five.

“All incidents were addressed ac-
cording to school policy, with one par-
ent making restitution to the district in

the amount of $400,” Mr. Rusak said.
Mr. Goggi reported that he is

“happy” with the criteria the board has
put forth in regards to the search for a
new Chief School Administrator
(CSA).

“We have begun the process to com-
mence our search for a CSA,” he said.
He continued by saying that residents
will receive a letter outlining the goals
via their child’s backpack after the
next board meeting at which time the
board will adopt the criteria.

Board member Pat Knodel ques-
tioned the board on the status of the
dissolution fund. Board Secretary Paul
Vizzuso stated that Friday, October 15,
was the deadline for the second install-
ment and at the present time, Kenilworth
is the only town having already paid
their installment. He continued by say-
ing that Berkeley Heights, Springfield
and Clark have presented the board
with Purchase Orders.

The next regularly scheduled meet-
ing of the Mountainside Board of
Education will be on Tuesday, Octo-
ber 26, at 8 p.m.

Source of School’s Persistent Odor
Still Sought by MS Board of Ed.
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By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS -- The Scotch
Plains Zoning Board of Adjustment
began hearings last week to consider
the proposal by the Fanwood-Scotch
Plains YMCA to enlarge its parking
lot and also expand its facilities in a
multi-phase project that could take
as many as 10 years to complete.

Robert Kraus, attorney for the
Martine Avenue-based YMCA,
briefly outlined the organization’s
plans, which first call for an expan-
sion of the present parking lot from its
present 125 spaces to about 180 along
with the construction of a mezzanine
inside the facility’s wellness center to
allow for an increase in available
equipment.

Mr. Kraus said the YMCA hopes to
begin work on these two aspects of
the project next year.

A local ordinance requires mem-
bership organizations such as the
YMCA to provide one parking space
for every four adult members. If the
YMCA, with its membership of sev-
eral thousand, had to comply with
that requirement, its lot size would be
comparable to that at Blue Star Shop-
ping Center in Watchung, Mr. Kraus
said, adding that most of the parking
spaces would also be empty. A vari-
ance permits the YMCA to have the
lower capacity parking lot than is
required. The parking as is “essen-
tially meets the requirements of the
Y,” Mr. Kraus told the board at its
meeting last Thursday.

In addition, the flow of traffic en-
tering and exiting the parking lot will
be changed so that vehicles enter at
the northern end, are forced to drive
around the perimeter of the lot and
then stop, if necessary, in front of the
building for pick-up and drop-off
before exiting onto Martine Avenue
at the southern end of the lot.

The next phases of the YMCA’s
expansion plans, which are contin-
gent on successful fundraising and
other capital efforts, call for further

parking expansion as well as the con-
struction of a second floor on the
section of the building nearest
Martine Avenue.

Longer-term plans call for expan-
sion of the parking lot to the north,
which would result in parking capac-
ity of close to 300 and the razing of
the so-called red house at the north-
ern edge of the property, and the con-
struction of an addition to the rear
existing building to house a gymna-
sium and gymnastics facility.

Karin Dreixler, Executive Direc-
tor of the YMCA, said there are cur-
rently about 4,400 membership
units, membership designations of
varying types, such as family, adult,
senior citizen, student and more than
10,100 individual members eligible
to use the YMCA’s services. About
40 percent of members are under age
17. She said a survey of the parking
lot last year found that about one-
quarter of the spaces were unused
during the facility’s peak hours of
operation.

Several other witnesses presented
testimony last week, including ar-
chitect Michael Soriano, who ex-
plained some of the details of the
building and parking expansions,
James Watson, an engineer who ex-
plained certain aspects of storm wa-
ter drainage in the expanded park-
ing lots as well as wetlands issues
and new ingress and egress in the
expanded lots, and Harold Maltz, a
traffic consultant who provided de-
tails of traffic studies he conducted
last year on Martine Avenue and who
concluded that there would be mini-
mal traffic impact from the YMCA’s
expansion, even if it resulted in what
Ms. Dreixler estimated would be a
25 percent increase in membership
in the coming 10 years.

The hearing will continue at the
zoning board’s Thursday, November
4 meeting, when residents will have
an opportunity to air their views about
the expansion plans and also ques-
tion YMCA officials.

LOAD EM UP AND MOVE EM OUT…Trains were loaded at Fort Drum in New
York to take the equipment for the 250th Signal Battalion from Westfield to the
seaport on their way to Iraq.

YMCA Seeks Board
Approval to Expand
Martine Ave. Facility

Erratum
Last week, we received several

great photographs from train enthu-
siasts covering the Steam Train Rides
in Westfield. Wayne Baker submit-
ted two very good photographs that
were published on page 11. The
photocredit was in error and should
have credited Wayne Baker for the
work. We regret the error.


