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             Kim Grossman for The Times
BLOCK PARTY...On September 25, children from the William Street Block Party in Scotch Plains climb onto the fire truck
and pretend to be firefighters during a visit to the event by the Scotch Plains Fire Department. The kids and all residents
of William Street had a fun filled afternoon.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

County Parks and Rec. Department Moving
Forward With Stabilization of Rahway River

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

County parks and recreation offi-
cials are moving ahead with prelimi-
nary plans for stabilizing the river
wall in Sperry Park in Cranford along
the Rahway River. The project in-
cludes widening the walking and
jogging pathway in the park as well
as adding a gazebo as a focal point in
the park.

John Belle of Kinsey Associates, a
consulting firm based in
Hackettstown hired by the county to
prepare engineering plans for the
project, said the new river wall will
be made of concrete emulating the
existing stone masonry embank-
ment. Mr. Belle said the current wall
is dilapidated and has sustained ero-
sion over the years.

The new wall will mimic the Victo-
rian era period of the park, Mr. Belle
stated. Picnic tables and benches will

also be added along the edge of the
river.

Parks and Recreation Department
Director Charles Sigmund said the
overall cost of the project has yet to
be determined. The department will
come before the board again when
cost estimates are completed.

“We are at a point where we need
the freeholders’ commitment to con-
tinue with the project,” said Mr.
Sigmund.

Freeholder Bette Jane Kowalski, a
Cranford resident who grew up down
the street from Sperry Park, gave her
full support for the project.

“I am very happy to see progress is
going to be made on this project,” she
said.

The flood prevention improve-
ment project has been in the discus-
sion stage for over a decade.

In other business, Director of Hu-
man Services Frank Guzzo said the

county’s paratransit vehicles will
soon include a consumer Bill of
Rights statement posted inside the
vehicles. The statement was recom-
mended and approved by the Union
County Disabled Advisory Board.
The county’s paratransit program has
been in operation for over 30 years.
The board will vote to approve a
resolution adopting the new policy
at tonight’s meeting.

The board is also expected to take
action on a resolution tonight autho-
rizing County Manager George
Devanney to submit an application
to the state Department of Environ-
mental Protection’s Statewide Liv-
able Communities Grant program for
the design of a new administration

and warming center at the Warinanco
Skating Center in Roselle.

In addition, the board will recog-
nize the Union County Psychiatric
Clinic Behavioral Healthcare on its
60th anniversary.

Reporting some good news for
the county, Department of Engi-
neering and Public Works Director
Frank Dann said the original con-
tract for the replacement of the
Raritan Road Bridge over the Clark
Reservoir has been reduced by
$214,362 for a new contract of
$2,256,217. Mr. Dann said the con-
tractor, Rencor, Inc., of Somerville,
found that the milling work was not
as extensive as originally thought
in the contract.

YMCA Seeks Board Permission
To Expand Martine Ave. Facility

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

The Scotch Plains Zoning Board of
Adjustment began hearings last week
to consider a proposal by the
Fanwood-Scotch Plains YMCA to
enlarge its parking lot and also ex-
pand its facilities in a multi-phase
project that could take as many as 10
years to complete.

Robert Kraus, attorney for the
Martine Avenue-based YMCA,
briefly outlined the organization’s
plans, which first call for an expan-
sion of the existing parking lot from
its present 125 spaces to about 180
along with the construction of a mez-
zanine inside the facility’s wellness
center to allow for an increase in

available equipment.
Mr. Kraus said the YMCA hopes to

begin work on these two aspects of
the project next year.

A local ordinance requires mem-
bership organizations such as the
YMCA to provide one parking space
for every four adult members. If the
YMCA, with its membership of sev-
eral thousand, had to comply with
that requirement, its lot size would
be comparable to that at Blue Star
Shopping Center in Watchung, Mr.
Kraus said, adding that most of the
parking spaces would also be empty.
A variance permits the YMCA to
have the lower capacity parking lot
than is required. The parking as is,
“essentially meets the requirements
of the Y,” Mr. Kraus told the board at
its meeting last Thursday.

In addition, the flow of traffic en-
tering and exiting the parking lot
will be changed so that vehicles en-
ter at the northern end, are forced to

drive around the perimeter of the lot
and then stop, if necessary, in front of
the building for pick-up and drop-off
before exiting onto Martine Avenue
at the southern end of the lot.

The next phases of the YMCA’s
expansion plans, which are contin-
gent on successful fundraising and
other capital efforts, call for further
parking expansion as well as the con-
struction of a second floor on the
section of the building nearest
Martine Avenue.

Longer-term plans call for expan-
sion of the parking lot to the north,
which would result in a parking ca-
pacity of close to 300 and the razing
of the so-called red house at the
northern edge of the property, and
the construction of an addition to
the rear existing building to house a
gymnasium and gymnastics facility.

Karin Dreixler, Executive Director
of the YMCA, said there are currently

SP Council Hires Architects
To Repair Township Buildings

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

The Scotch Plains Township Coun-
cil passed resolutions on Tuesday
evening that secure the services of two
architectural firms to perform prelimi-
nary analyses of the municipal build-
ing, the library and the Public Works
building, all of which are in need of
repairs, mostly to their roofs, and then
make recommendations to the council.

MRM Architecture of North
Brunswick will be paid $50,000 to
examine the library facility on Bartle
Avenue, which needs an estimated
$500,000 in roof repairs, plumbing
upgrades and other renovations.

Potter Architects of Union will be
paid $20,000 to examine the munici-
pal building, the roof of which is in
great need of repair, as is its heating
and ventilation system, and the Pub-
lic Works building on Plainfield Av-
enue, which also suffers from a leak-
ing roof.

The council also passed a resolu-
tion expressing its opposition to the
reactivation of a freight railroad line
from Linden to Summit and the con-

struction of a second freight line on
the Lehigh Valley Line from Edison
to Bound Brook.

Stewart Weiss, Chairman of the
Inman Railroad Committee, ad-
dressed the council, saying that a
second track on the Lehigh Valley
Line, which would run along the
southern edge of Scotch Plains, would
cause traffic snarls and potential pub-
lic safety issues on those thorough-
fares where the railroad crosses at
grade level, instead of via an elevated
bridge or under the roadway.

Mr. Weiss named Inman Avenue in
Edison and Rahway Avenue at the
Westfield-Clark border as being two
such heavily traveled roads that
would be affected by an increase in
train traffic. He also pointed out that
the Linden-Summit rail line would
cross the most heavily traveled sec-
tion of Route 22 in Union at road
level, necessitating halting traffic
during those times when the trains
cross.

He noted that the Port Authority of
New York and New Jersey is propos-
ing to increase the volume of its ship-
ping containers from 2.3 million to
8.8 million per year by reactivating
defunct tracks and building new ones.

Mayor Martin Marks said the ex-
isting traffic congestion at some of
the intersections is “monstrous.” He
added that the prospect of doubling
the volume of train traffic, if the Port

Authority’s plans come to fruition,
was “inconceivable.”

Councilwoman Paulette Coronato
reminded residents that the township
health fair will be held at the munici-
pal building on Saturday, October
16, from 8 a.m. to 12 p.m. A variety of
health screenings will be available,
but, due to the nationwide shortage
of flu vaccines, no flu shots will be
available, as was previously expected.

A local hotline, (908) 322-0275,
has been set up for those individuals
who are in dire need of a flu shot but
unable to get one. Mrs. Coronato urged
residents to contact their family phy-
sician for possible information on the
availability of the vaccine.

Mayor Marks issued a proclama-
tion declaring October as National
Arts and Humanities Month in con-
junction with this weekend’s county-
sponsored Four Centuries in A Week-
end: Journey Through Union County
program, during which 23 historic mu-
seums and sites in the county will be
open to the public.

Richard Bousquet, President of the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Historical So-
ciety, told the council that the Osborn
Cannonball House on Front Street will
be open from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. on
Saturday and 12 to 5 p.m. on Sunday.
He said there will be a display of an-
tique wedding gowns, including one
worn by Mary Darby, the wife of Levi
Darby, Scotch Plains’ first mayor.
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Scotch Plains Debate
Set For October 20
The candidates for Scotch

Plains Mayor and Township
Council will debate the issues in
a televised forum on Wednesday,
October 20, at 8 p.m.

Mayoral candidates Martin
Marks, the Republican incumbent,
and Democrat challenger Andrew
Baron, as well as council candi-
dates Paulette Coronato (Repub-
lican), the incumbent, and chal-
lenger Barbara Baldasarre (Demo-
crat), will answer questions on
matters ranging from the munici-
pal budget and property taxes to
downtown development.

TV-34 will televise the forum,
which is being co-sponsored by
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times and the League of Women
Voters, and will be held in the
Council Chambers at the Munici-
pal Building on Park Avenue.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Fanwood Debate
Planned Oct. 18

Fanwood Borough Council
candidates Katherine Mitchell
and Joseph Higgins will be con-
tested by Joe Stroz and Maureen
Mawby in a televised debate on
Monday, October 18, at 8 p.m. at
Fanwood Borough Hall.

TV-35 is expected to televise
the forum, which is being co-
sponsored by The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times and the League
of Women Voters.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
EMERGENCY RESPONSE…Police and emergency medical services respond to
an accident on Cooper Road in Scotch Plains on Tuesday when a minivan and mini
school bus collided.

Fanwood Library Board Members Angered
Over Loan Used by Historic Preservation
By ELIZABETH CORRELL

Specially Written for The Times

The issue of a loan from Fanwood’s
Memorial Library to the Borough of
Fanwood has become a topic of heated
discussion, as was evident at
Tuesday’s regular meeting of the
mayor and council.

The Historic Preservation Commis-
sion recently published a book on
borough history entitled “Images of
America – Fanwood,” and wanted to
purchase copies of the book to sell at
Fanny Wood Day, but did not have
the funds to do so. Library Director
Dan Weiss approved the loan to the

borough in the amount of $2,306.88,
enabling the commission to purchase
the books.

The matter was not brought before
the library’s Board of Trustees, the
body that must approve all such fi-
nancial matters for the library.

Two board members spoke to the
mayor and council during the open
public portion of Tuesday’s meeting.
Visibly angered, the individuals em-
phasized that the board is the only
entity with the authority to approve
any and all financial transactions from
the library to the borough. In addi-
tion, they stated that the library’s

director was at fault for his involve-
ment, and the mayor and council
should not have facilitated the trans-
fer of funds.

A special committee of board mem-
bers has been formed and is meeting
this week to discuss how to avoid a
situation such as this from arising in
the future.

Councilman Stuart Kline voiced
concern about the “integrity of the
process” because the loan was done
without the council’s knowledge.

Mayor Colleen Mahr responded
that she and Fanwood’s Chief Finan-

cial Officer, Fred Tomkins, would be
meeting with the board’s special com-
mittee to resolve this issue and clarify
the process for the future.

Councilman Kline also voiced his
opinion that newly-appointed Coun-
cilman Joe Higgins should resign as
Chairman of the Downtown Advi-
sory Committee. Councilman Kline
said that Mayor Mahr set up the com-
mittee as an “independent entity” to
serve an “advisory role.” He said that
this has been compromised now that
Mr. Higgins is on the council and

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
DEVOTED SISTER…Doro Bush Koch, the sister of President George W. Bush,  center, had lunch at the Westfield Diner with
Assemblyman Jon Bramnick, right, William Pallatucci, left, and Union County Republican Chairman Phil Morin, far right,
on Wednesday. Doro is the youngest of the six Bush children, and made several stops to campaign for her brother in New Jersey.
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CLEANING UP...The Scotch Plains-Fanwood P.A.L. Football C Squad  took time
from the gridiron for a community project. On October 2,  50 players, coaches and
parents helped beautify Seeley Pond Park on the Scotch Plains border of the
Watchung Reservation.

PAL C Helps Clean Up Seely Pond

Before Cleaning Up On Football Field
SCOTCH PLAINS -- Football in

Scotch Plains-Fanwood P.A.L. Foot-
ball means more than just learning
how to run and tackle. Players are
motivated to build positive character
traits. On October 2 players experi-
enced a sense of community and
learned first-hand what small groups
in the  community can accomplish
when they work together. Players from
the C squad and their parents scoured
Seeley Pond Park in the Watchung
Reservation, so that it is a more en-
joyable place for the community. The
young gridders sacrificed their Satur-
day in exchange for hours of hard
work. The park is now ready for all to

enjoy the fall foliage.
On  October 3, the players worked

together again —  this time on the
football field. In a game that saw
substantial play by all 43 players on
the squad, Scotch Plains played
Hanover to a 14-0 win. Big Blue’s
ferocious gang tackling entertained a
lively crowd and  frustrated their op-
ponent. The defense was stingy once
again, allowing only a handful of
yards and letting up no points. Two
separate offenses worked the field for
Scotch Plains, moving the chains over
and over again.  The win followed
Scotch Plains’ win over Millburn in
the previous week.

520 South Avenue 
Westfield, NJ 07090

908.301.0800 

44 Elm Street
Westfield, NJ 07090

908.518.9333

www.townbank.com

I N S U R E D

*APY = Annual Percentage Yield. $1,000.00 minimum to open. Substantial penalty for
early withdrawal. Offer for a limited time only and subject to change without notice.

“Over the Top”
CD Rates!

2 %
APY.75

Ask us about our other
great CD rates and terms.

Check out our 18-month CD

Hurry–
Limited Time Only!

*

Erratum
Last week, we received several

great photographs from train en-
thusiasts covering the Steam Train
Rides in Westfield. Wayne Baker
submitted two very good photo-
graphs that were published on page
11. The photocredit was in error
and should have credited Wayne
Baker for the work. We regret the
error.

FW, WF Teens Participate
In Jazz For Teens Program

FANWOOD -- Teenagers from
Westfield and Fanwood are among
82 young jazz musicians to be se-
lected to participate in the New Jer-
sey Performing Arts Center’s (NJPAC)
Jazz For Teens (JFT) program.

The program, which was created in
conjunction with WBGO-Jazz 88.3
FM, includes Fanwood residents
Casey Hoynes-O’Connor, Randolph
Smith and Stephen Voelker, as well as
Westfield High School student and
drummer Jonathan Maimon. Casey
and Stephen are saxophone players,
while Randolph plays trumpet. All
three Fanwood residents are students
at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School.

These local musicians have begun
classes at NJPAC under the tutelage
of professional jazz musicians.

In its eighth season, JFT, sponsored
by Wachovia, is designed to instruct
New Jersey’s teenage musicians in
jazz. The participants were selected
at comprehensive skill and knowl-

edge auditions held at NJPAC last
March as part of the facility’s Young
Artist Talent Search.

Led by Music Director Don Braden,
a renowned saxophonist and educa-
tor, and Program Advisor Art Martin,
the JFT faculty includes drummer
Dion Parson, saxophonist Mark Gross,
guitarist Ron Jackson, pianist Mike
LeDonne, trombonist Earl McIntyre,
trumpeter Valery Ponomarev, bassist
Joris Teepe and vocalist Roseanna Vitro.

The program offers individual in-
strument and vocal master classes, as
well as courses in jazz theory, jazz
listening and ensemble.

According to Joanna Gibson, As-
sociate Director for Arts Training in
the NJPAC Arts Education Depart-
ment, auditions were held for high
school students in voice, as well as
instruments, including trumpet, trom-
bone, saxophone, guitar, piano, bass
and drums. JFT provides 10 full-day
classes on Saturdays in the fall and
spring semesters at the Lucent Tech-
nologies Center for Arts Education.

Applicants may elect to attend ei-
ther one or two semesters, according
to Gibson.

Students enrolled in the fall semes-
ter will participate in a professional
recording session on Saturday, De-
cember 11. Pupils participating in
the spring semester will perform at
NJPAC’s Victoria Theater on Satur-
day, May 14, 2005 in a concert that is
open to the public.

Seniors Group Slated to Visit
Culinary Institute of America

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Senior Citizen Advisory Com-
mittee will sponsor a trip to the Culi-
nary Institute of America in Hyde Park,
N.Y. on Wednesday, November 17.

The visit will include a luncheon
with a set menu, as approved by the
Advisory Committee. It will feature an
appetizer of Crepes Rings Au Gratin
with spinach and ricotta cheese, fol-
lowed by roasted pork with rosemary
and hazelnut chocolate cake for des-
sert.

 Individuals should indicate at the
time of registration if they have any
dietary restrictions. The Institute im-
poses an additional charge of $10 per
person for any change. A guided tour of
the cooking school will follow the lun-

cheon.
The bus will leave from the rear of the

Scotch Plains Municipal Building, 430
Park Avenue, at 9:45 a.m.

Registration will begin on Monday,
October 18, for township residents and
Monday, October 25, for non-residents,
in Room 113 of the Municipal Build-
ing.

The cost is $37 for residents and $38
for non-residents. The cost of the bus is
being provided through the auspices of
the Township of Scotch Plains. For
more information, please call (908) 322-
6700, ext. no. 222 or (908) 889-2084.

Ribbon Cutting Slated
Today At New County
Vo-Tech High School
SCOTCH PLAINS – Union

County Freeholders, legislators,
educators and students will cel-
ebrate the opening of the new $14
million high-tech, full-time high
school for county residents today,
Thursday, October 14, at 1 p.m. in
a ribbon-cutting ceremony on the
Union County Vocational-Techni-
cal Schools campus in Scotch
Plains.

The ceremony will be hosted by
the school district and the Union
County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers.

The campus is located at 1776
Raritan Road in Scotch Plains.

For more information or direc-
tions, please contact Sebastian
D’Elia at Union County at (908)
527-4744.

about 4,400 membership units, mem-
bership designations of varying
types, such as family, adult, senior
citizen, student and more than 10,100
individual members eligible to use
the YMCA’s services. About 40 per-
cent of members are under age 17.
She said a survey of the parking lot
last year found that about one-quar-
ter of the spaces were unused during
the facility’s peak hours of opera-
tion.

Several other witnesses presented
testimony last week, including ar-
chitect Michael Soriano, who ex-
plained some of the details of the
building and parking expansions;
James Watson, an engineer who ex-
plained certain aspects of storm wa-
ter drainage in the expanded park-
ing lots as well as wetlands issues
and new ingress and egress in the
expanded lots, and Harold Maltz, a
traffic consultant who provided de-
tails of traffic studies he conducted
last year on Martine Avenue and who
concluded that there would be mini-
mal traffic impact from the YMCA’s
expansion, even if it resulted in what
Ms. Dreixler estimated would be a
25 percent increase in membership
in the coming 10 years.

The hearing will continue at the
zoning board’s Thursday, Novem-
ber 4 meeting, when residents will
have an opportunity to air their views
about the expansion plans and also
question YMCA officials.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

YMCA

Horace R. Corbin for The Times
HAVING A BALL…A clown entertains children in downtown Westfield during
the annual Westfield Art Association Sidewalk Show and Sale on Saturday.

LOAD EM UP AND MOVE EM OUT…Trains were loaded at Fort Drum in New
York to take the equipment for the 250th Signal Battalion from Westfield to the
seaport on their way to Iraq.

running in a partisan election. Coun-
cilman Kline said that he could re-
main as a council liaison, but should
not be chairman.

Mayor Mahr responded that she
did not necessarily agree with Coun-
cilman Kline.

In other business, the library will
have a new automation system,
which will work in conjunction with
the Scotch Plains Public Library in
a shared services agreement. The
system, from The Library Corpora-
tion (TLC), will replace the
Middlesex Automation Consor-
tium, which has functioned at
Fanwood’s library since 1998. The
Middlesex program allowed
Fanwood library patrons to use 15
libraries within the system, and this
advantage will be lost. However,
the benefit will be that the new TLC
program will provide “significant
cost savings,” according to Coun-
cilman Kline, who acts as Council
Liaison to the library.

According to Councilman Kline,
“the purpose is to enhance service
to patrons” of Fanwood’s library, a
third of which are residents of other
towns.

In her Public Safety report, Coun-
cil President Katherine Mitchell an-
nounced that Fanwood’s police
department would receive 400 gun-
locks for child safety. The locks
will be available to the public for
free, and those interested should go
to the police department.

The Community Policing Alli-
ance will create a video to educate
youths on the subject of drunk driv-
ing. Students of Scotch Plains-

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

FW Library Board Angered
By Loan Used by Preservation

Fanwood High School have written
a script and members of the school’s
drama club are being recruited to
act in the production.

Senior citizens using the new Se-
nior Center, located at Forest Road
Park, are concerned about proper
clean up and storage of equipment
when other groups use the site. This
issue has been brought to the fore-
front now that the Recreation Com-
mission is renting the building for
its activities.

Mayor Mahr stated that the bor-
ough is establishing a new use agree-
ment to assure that all who use it
properly maintain the facility.

The Field of Dreams project,
which involved renovation of the
athletic playing fields behind Park
Middle School, is now officially
complete; however, the fields will
not be available for use until the
spring as the grass seed that was
planted needs time to mature.

Campaign signs have been
posted on utility poles along North
Avenue, which is illegal according
to New Jersey state law. The orga-
nization responsible for the signs
has been notified by Fanwood po-
lice that it is responsible for re-
moving the signs immediately. If
not removed, the borough’s Public
Works Department has the author-
ity to do the job. A recently passed
Fanwood ordinance states that the
offenders can be fined for the in-
fraction.

The borough’s flu clinic has been
cancelled due to the lack of avail-
ability of flu shots because of a
current nationwide shortage.

WESTFIELD
POLICE BLOTTER

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 12
Three men, all 22 years old, were

arrested on drug possession charges
after being stopped on Boulevard for
speeding, according to police.

James Gabany of Colonia, Michael
Zima of Carteret and Arten Todika of
Iselin were each charged with posses-
sion of less than 50 grams of sus-
pected marijuana and possession of
drug paraphernalia.

Gabany was also taken into cus-
tody on an outstanding $500 con-
tempt of court warrant from Rahway.
All three were released on their own
recognizance on the Westfield
charges.

Senator Scutari
Works to Improve
Voter Accessibility

TRENTON – Senator Nicholas
Scutari (D-union) co-sponsored legis-
lation that would require polling to
meet the accessibility requirements of
the Americans with Disabilities Act
(ADA) that was approved in the Senate
State Government Committee.

The proposed legislation, S-1387,
1389 and 1410, would address the
prevalence of waivers that permit
districts to repeatedly conduct elec-
tions in polling places that do not
meet legal accessibility requirements.

“There should be a limit on the
number a polling place can obtain an
accessibility waiver,” said Senator
Scutari, Vice-Chair of the Senate State
Government Committee.

The legislation would provide the use
of private facilities for polling places
where necessary to achieve accessibility.

“This will enhance the pool of ac-
cessible facilities from which elec-
tions officials can select a site,” com-
mented Senator Scutari.

This legislation requires each county
to establish a Voting Advisory Council
to make recommendations on improv-
ing voter accessibility. The bills also
require that each such advisory council
have a member who is a person with a
disability and a member who is trained
in accessibility standards under the ADA.

“The package of bills will help
people with disabilities exercise their
constitutional right to vote,” said Sena-
tor Scutari. The Senate State Govern-
ment Committee conducted a hearing
on the bills and they now head to the
full Senate for consideration.


