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SP-F School Board Will Honor
Newly Tenured Staff Tonight

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
will hold a “Celebration of Achieve-
ment” tonight, Thursday, October 14,
to honor those district teachers and
professional staff members who at-
tained tenure with the beginning of
the current school year.

At the reception, which is sched-
uled for 7 p.m. in the new multipur-
pose room at Evergreen Elementary
School in Scotch Plains, the honored
guests will join with their families,
friends and colleagues to mark their
accomplishment.

Members of the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood community are invited to
attend.

The school board, which will pass
formal resolutions noting their profes-
sional milestone, sponsors the event to
reaffirm the district’s commitment to
hiring and retaining only the most quali-
fied staff members to serve in its schools.

District teaching staff members who
achieved tenure in the district this year

are: Gwyn Miller of Brunner Elemen-
tary School, Danielle Lader, Jan
Cerrigione and Jennifer Dubrowski of
Coles Elementary School, Deborah
Close of Evergreen School, Silvana
Cacciatore and Clara Sanders of
McGinn Elementary School and Jen-
nifer Hill of School One Elementary.

Other staff members who will be
honored include: Kelli Covert, William
Faulkner, Rona Geiser, Michelle Hart,
Richard Minerley, Stephen Kolesar and
Beth Ruggieri of Park Middle School,
Alisa Shupak, Tracy Galen, Faith Tracy
Galen, Faith Gordon, Ginny Conway,
Michelle Tobier and Elizabeth Wasiak
of Terrill Middle School.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School staff members Suzanne
Doliber, Shae Brie McPhail-Dow,
Dana LaGrasso, Linda Lombardi,
Marcia McCarthy, Lisa McNally and
Allison Weigel will be recognized.

Coles Principal Dr. Deborah Evans
has also achieved tenure as an admin-
istrator.

SPECIAL ESCORT…Alex Bae, a student at Franklin Elementary School in
Westfield, was walked to school by Westfield firefighter Robert Tarantino on
October 6, “National Walk Our Children to School Day.”

WASHINGTON WALKERS…Tyler and MacKenzie Thorburn, students at Wash-
ington Elementary School in Westfield, were the first to arrive on “National Walk
Our Children to School Day,” October 6. The Thorburns joined other students in
signing a special “We Walked to School” banner with colorful Crayola markers.

WHS Ninth Graders Will
Sponsor ‘Huge Coat Drive’
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WESTFIELD – Westfield High
School (WHS) ninth graders will con-
duct their “Westfield Cares Coat Drive”
from Monday, October 25, to Friday,
October 29, as a community service
project, with the goal of raising over
1,000 coats for those less fortunate.

The purpose of the project is to en-
courage class unity, promote school
spirit and create meaningful commu-
nity service. The project will be lead by
the ninth graders and supported by
WHS advisors, the Optimist Club of
Westfield, the Junior Optimist Club of
WHS, and the WHS Parent-Teacher
Organization.

During the week of the coat drive,
clean gently worn coats may be do-
nated from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. in drop
boxes in the rear parking lot of WHS,
550 Dorian Road in Westfield.

An alternative drop box is located at

the Westfield Train Station newspaper
kiosk from 6:30 a.m. to noon daily.
Only coats will be accepted for dona-
tion, no other clothing.

The ninth graders will do the bulk of
the sorting and bagging/packing for
distribution and members of the Junior
Optimists will assist them. The col-
lected coats will be distributed to four
groups of beneficiaries including:
needy families in Westfield, needy
National Guard families from the
Westfield Armory, St. Joseph’s Social
Service Center in Elizabeth and the
Jersey Cares Annual Coat Drive.

Adult volunteers will deliver the coats
to the designated charities each after-
noon of the coat drive and those wishing
to help should contact Don Pray of the
Optimist Club at (908) 232-9584 or
WHS Student Assistance Counselor
Maureen Mazzarese at (908) 789-4550.
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WHS Graduate
Mahoney Named
To All-USA Team

By MICHELLE HELEN Le POIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – John Mahoney,
a 1965 graduate of Westfield High
School, is among 20 teachers from
throughout the country to be cho-
sen as a member of the 2004 All-
USA Teacher Team by USA Today.

A mathematics teacher at Ben-
jamin Banneker Academic High
School, a public school in the Dis-
trict of Colombia, and the first
teacher from D.C. to receive this
honor, Mr. Mahoney was an Eagle
Scout from Troop No. 172 in
Westfield.

He is the son of Rita Mahoney
and the brother of Barbara Brown,
both of Westfield.

“We’re pleased to honor these
remarkable teachers who enhance
education with initiative, enthusi-
asm and insight,” said USA Today
Editor Ken Paulson. “They make a
real difference for their students,
schools and communities.”

Tracey Wong Briggs, the coordi-
nator of the All-USA Teacher
Teams, told The Westfield Leader
and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times that colleagues, administra-
tors, parents or volunteers nomi-
nated Mr. Mahoney and the other
selected teachers.

Mark Hannum, a mathematics
colleague at Banneker, nominated
Mr. Mahoney, who was then judged
by a two-step process. In Septem-
ber, Ms. Briggs and other officials
visited Mr. Mahoney in his class-
room to observe how he enhances
the education of his students.

Mr. Mahoney completed an es-
say describing his school, his stu-
dents’ needs and how he meets their
needs and helps them learn, ex-

plained Ms. Briggs.
“The judges examine how well

the teacher has defined and ad-
dressed those needs,” stated Ms.
Briggs, adding that colleagues,
administrators or past students sup-
plied two letters of recommenda-
tion for the former Westfield resi-
dent.

Although the panel does not re-
veal the specific reasons as to why
a teacher is chosen for the All-
USA Teachers Team, Ms. Briggs
noted that the winners are selected
as representatives of all outstand-
ing teachers throughout the nation.

USA Today also sponsors similar
competitions, said Ms. Briggs,
which recognize the accomplish-
ments of instructors in high schools,
two-year and four-year institutions,
as well as Kindergarten to 12th
grade instructors.

The All-USA Teacher Team was
established in 1998. The team has
been developed in cooperation with
the National Association of Second-
ary School Principals, National
Middle School Association, National
Association of Elementary School
Principals, National Education As-
sociation and American Association
of Colleges for Teacher Education.

Mr. Mahoney and other winners
will receive trophies and share
$2,500 with their schools, with each
teacher receiving $500 and the bal-
ance going to the school.

Today’s edition of USA Today
features an article about Mr.
Mahoney and a photograph of him
with some of his pupils. To view
the announcement, please visit
www.allstars.usatoday.com.

Mr. Mahoney was unavailable
for comment.
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Pupil Analyzes Defense Aims
Of DEM Presidential Hopeful

By JIM McCABE, Jr.
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Most Republicans have labeled
Democrat Presidential candidate
Senator John Kerry as a “flip-flopper”
when it comes to his voting record.
Whether he has promised to lower
healthcare premiums, but voted to
raise them five times, or voted for the
$87 billion before he voted against it,
he has had to defend himself from
constant attacks from the right.

However, Sen. Kerry has been firm
and consistent on one issue: defense
and intelligence. In the vice presi-
dential debate, Vice Presidential hope-
ful John Edwards told America to
listen to what Sen. Kerry had said in
the first presidential debate.

However, I feel that actions speak
louder than words, and therefore it is
more important to look at voting
records, especially one as long as Sen.
Kerry’s.

Let us first look at the funding
aspect of Kerry’s record. In 1995, he
proposed a Senate Bill (S. 1290),
which called for the cut of 1.5 billion
dollars in the intelligence commu-
nity. No other senator would co-spon-
sor the bill. Therefore, it never reached
the senate floor. In 1996, he proposed
Senate Bill 1580 (S. 1580), which
would have cut Department of De-
fense spending by $6.5 billion.

Looking further back in his career,
Sen. Kerry voted against increasing
defense spending for a military pay
raise in 1993 (S. Con. Res. 18), voted to
cut $6 billion of defense funding in
1992 (S. Con. Res. 106), and in 1991,
voted to slash $3 billion from defense
and transfer that money to social pro-
grams (H.R. 2707). And this is the man
who claims to be tough on defense?

Ironically (and almost predictably),
after 9/11, John Kerry said on CBS’
“Face the Nation” that, “the tragedy
is, at the moment, that the single most
important weapon for the United States
of America is intelligence. And we are
weakest, frankly, in that particular area.
So it’s going to take us time to be able
to build up here to do this properly.”

I will be the first to admit that Sen.
Kerry did well in the debates against
President George W. Bush. However,
what he said about strengthening de-
fense and security does not coincide
with his voting record. One must not
be fooled by last-ditch campaign

promises from a failing candidate.
Besides cutting funding, Sen. Kerry

also voted to cut weapons and vehicles
themselves. He voted against many of
the major weapons systems we use to-
day. For example, he voted against the F-
15 and F-16 jets, B-1 and B-2 bombers,
M1 Abrams tank, the Patriot Defense
missile, the AH-64 Apache Helicopter,
and the Tomahawk Cruise missiles.

Is this the voting record of a man
who is tough on terrorists?

Although some voters may not like
to hear it, the most important issue in
this election is our national security.
We need to elect the president who is
going to keep us the safest possible.
We know that President Bush struck
hard against al-Qaeda in Afghani-
stan, and drove the terrorist regime of
Saddam Hussein from Iraq.

We know from action and speech
that he will take the fight to the terror-
ists, and he himself said that, “if we wait
for a threat to fully materialize, we will
have waited to long.” Compare that to
Kerry, who plans to fight on the defen-
sive, and wants to put any preemptive
strike through a “global test.”

At the Democratic National Con-
vention, Kerry said, “any attack will
met with a swift, and certain re-
sponse.” How can we have a leader
who doesn’t believe in preemption?
And rather than not waiver, he has
demonstrated through his record that
when it comes to defense, he only
stands for one thing: cuts.

We are at war; do we need another
3,000 dead before we realize the threat
is real and that John Kerry and John
Edwards aren’t ready to handle the
challenge?

Westfield was greatly affected on
9/11. It certainly changed my outlook
on the world. The threat is real. The
only way to achieve peace is through
strength. Let’s not be fooled by the
lies from the left. Let’s make sure that
on November 2, we vote for the most
qualified candidate to protect us.

Pantano Attends
Bryant University

WESTFIELD – Westfield resident
Brandon Pantano, a freshman major-
ing in management, has entered
Bryant University in Smithfield, R.I.
for the 2004-2005 academic year. He
was admitted to the Class of 2008.

908-518-0800  Toll Free: 866-518-0800
www.westfieldmortgage.com

WESTFIELD MORTGAGE

Equal housing lender. Licensed by the NJ Department of Banking and Insurance.

Free credit evaluation and approvals
Guaranteed closing costs
New home purchases
Construction loans
Refinances

President, Westfield Mortgage
NEIL SULLIVAN
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     Did you ever think that getting a haircut
could be as much fun as going to the beach?
Apparently for men, this is now the case, as
HAIRCUT BEACH opens its first store on
Route 22 West near J & J Billiards, Dunkin
Donuts and McDonald’s in Scotch Plains.
HAIRCUT BEACH is a new beach-themed
hair salon catering to men and is very different
from your typical hair salon or barber shop.
When you enter HAIRCUT BEACH, you are
surrounded by a 3-D mural of a surfer riding
a huge wave and a huge picture of a tropical
beach scene.  While waiting for your haircut,
you can watch sports events or beach themed
movies on the television in the lobby.  You
can even play video games!
    Rich Heller, President of Brainmade
Enterprises, the parent company of
HAIRCUT BEACH states “We wanted to
create a fun environment for men, no matter
what age group, to get their hair cut.  It made
sense to have a beach theme. After all, what
is more fun than the beach?  We carry the
beach theme through the whole
experience…..our hairstylists even wear
Hawaiian shirts.  Most important, we are
committed to providing our customers with
the highest possible level of service and
attention.
     HAIRCUT BEACH is the complete
experience for men’s haircuts.  HAIRCUT
BEACH caters to men of all ages providing
everything from traditional haircuts to the
latest trends such as fades, Brooklyns, and
straight razor cuts.  There is also a specialist
who works Friday-Monday who can provide
straight razor hair design.  HAIRCUT
BEACH also offers other unique services,
such as old fashioned barber shaves.

RT.22 WEST -

SCOTCH PLAINS
(Near J&J Billiards,

McDonalds)

908-322-HAIR

K E N @ • P L A C E • S C H O O L

O P E N  H O U S E S

October 19 Open House Program October 17/ 
November 14

Middle School/Upper School • Grades 6 – 8 / Grades 9 – 12
Sunday, October 17, 2004, 1-3 p.m.

Primary School • Kindergarten – Grade 5
Tuesday, October 19, 2004, 9-11 a.m.

All School • Nursery – Grade 12
Sunday, November 14 , 2004, 1-3 p.m.

Kent Place School • 42 Norwood Avenue • Summit, NJ  07902–0308 • 908.273.0900 • www.kentplace.org

Kent Place School is an all-girls K through 12 independent college-preparatory 
day school with a coeducational nursery and pre-kindergarten program.

9:00 - 9:15 | Refreshments & Registration | 1:00 - 1:15

9:15 - 10:00 | Information Session | 1:15 - 2:00

10:00 - 11:00 | Tours | 2:00 - 3:00


