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There’s Safety 
In These 
Numbers

490 Boulevard • Kenilworth, NJ 07033

908-653-1800

$100,000 Minimum

2.53%
APY*

You’ll not only earn this guaranteed top rate yield in just 15 months, but you’ll rest easy knowing
your money is insured up to $100,000 by the FDIC. Interest paid on individual and business CDs

from day of deposit to maturity. Minimum opening deposit must be maintained for the full 15-month
term. Penalty for early withdrawal. *Annual percentage yield (APY) reflects principal and interest on
deposit for the full term. Limited time offer, may be withdrawn at any time. Call for complete details.

15-MONTH CD

2.50%
RATE

$1,000 MINIMUM

MEMBER FDIC

Now you can order "A Year On Disc", complete pdf files of the

newspaper archives on CD-ROM, filled with useful information 

and exciting extras!  Order your copies today!

Please contact cd@goleader.com

or call us at (908) 232-4407

 Visit our website at www.goleader.com

supersearch

By Bette Jane Kowalski
Candidate for Union County Freeholder

Campaign Release

I am honored to begin my service as
a member of the Board of Chosen Free-
holders of Union County.

Ten years ago, my husband Andy
and I moved back to Cranford, where I
grew up and attended school. Why?
For all the things that make this county
a great place to live: the safe streets
and good schools, the pleasure of walk-
ing in our beautiful parks. For the feel-
ing of being part of a community in-
stead of an anonymous face in the
crowd.

For me, coming back to Union County
has been a second chance to connect
with my family and my community. I
am very pleased to have been given the
opportunity to serve the people who
watched me grow up and have wel-
comed me back to the places I once
knew. As I watch neighborhood chil-
dren biking down the street, I feel grate-
ful that I can be a part of their lives. I
will do all I can to preserve the best
qualities of Union County for them.

Looking ahead, I hope to add my
contribution to Union County’s out-
standing services. I would love to be
able to open new parks, like Union’s
Phil Rizzuto Park and Rahway’s
Michael Bezega Park, as well as to
expand the Trailside Nature and Sci-
ence Center in the Watchung Reserva-
tion. I will continue to support parks-
oriented programs, such as the Fields
of Dreams program, which has in-
creased recreation opportunities in

Residents Should Vote No Because
The Process Has Not Been Inclusive

Whether or not one supports the
building of a deck, there appears to be
a different atmosphere exhibited by
our mayor, town attorney, and a few
members of council, with regards to
the process of disseminating informa-
tion to the public, participation by the
public at council meetings (three
minute discussions instead of the 10
minutes the ordinance allows), partici-
pation of the financial committee in
determining the actual financials, ad-
journments to executive sessions
(closed to the public), the truly limited
amount of time given for the public to
peruse the mayor’s financials, little or
no discussion on whether raising the
meter fees to 75 cents an hour will be
happily received by the pubic and the
businesses themselves and the direct
participation by our town attorney as
an advocate for the deck, when in fact,
his verbal participation is to be solic-
ited on matters of law only.

Some in our community have recog-
nized this as the height of arrogance
and ego, on the part of the mayor, et al.
Considering this decision to build a
deck, will be directly supported finan-
cially by the taxpayers of Westfield,
should the lofty revenue projections
fall short, any input from our citizens
should not only be encouraged but wel-
come.

Clearly, our government has become
totally transfixed on this project, al-
lowing many other needed projects to
fall terribly behind. All one has to do is
examine many of our roads and ask
about our infrastructure (sewers). As a
result, this full steam ahead approach,
rejecting so many legitimate problems
and concerns expressed by our knowl-
edgeable public, has resulted in a fur-
ther divided community.

Though $155,000 has been factored
in for lost parking revenue during con-
struction, is there a potential loss of
business to the businesses juxtaposed
to the construction site due to the fact
that there are no longer parking spaces
available? Not to mention the move-
ment of heavy trucks up and down Elm
and Prospect Streets to get to the con-
struction site. What about the huge
concrete slabs and iron beams that will
be used for construction? When will
they be coming into the area? Where
will the staging area be located? How
many more police will be needed for
adequate supervision and is their over-
time a line item in the financials? How
will the present downtown traffic be
diverted while construction is going
on? Exactly what time frame has been
allocated for this project? There are
clearly many more questions relevant
to the actual construction, but my point
is, here we are about to vote, and none
of this, to my knowledge, has been
presented to the public or affected busi-
nesses for their comments and sugges-
tions.

Many other folks, and the very hard
working WECARE group are doing all
they can to make the taxpayers of
Westfield aware of all the other con-
cerns about building a deck at Prospect
and Elm Streets. These include, but are

not limited to: major safety concerns,
especially for the many, many chil-
dren that travel to school and day care
centers in the precise area; traffic con-
cerns, some intersections will go from
present “D” ratings to “F” ratings (“F”
being the lowest and most unsafe) im-
mediately upon completion of the deck;
environmental issues; lofty and overly
optimistic financial projections, if and
only if, the public is willing to pay 75
cents per hour, and the commuters re-
ceiving yet another increase in their
monthly parking rates.

Has the mayor worked out a deal
with our board of education, to reim-
burse the school budget for any and all
children that move into the condos?
After construction, where will the
monies come from to repair the streets
used by the heavy trucks and equip-
ment used to build the deck? Why is
this the best location now, when the
first analysis used, showed that the
Prospect/Elm Location was choice
number three?

Some may recall ex-councilman
Salisbury’s articulate e-mail to the first
ward residents describing why this lo-
cation was such a poor choice. Particu-
larly when the necessary remediation
is factored in. How much will that
cost, and how long will that take to
rectify? Are those figures presently in
the financials?

If for no other reason, ALL Westfield
voters should hand the mayor a re-
sounding “NO” on his unwillingness
to be all inclusive in the information
gathering/sharing process and every
other notion used to eliminate the pub-
lic from having their input heard.

Wasn’t that the reason the mayor
went for the redevelopment ordinance
in the first place?  To eliminate the
public’s ability to vote on a deck?
Well, the public has been heard and we
are looking at a non-binding referen-
dum. Unfortunately, the potential out-
come of the vote has not been dis-
cussed in public, so we don’t know
exactly how the mayor and some coun-
cilmen will spin it. For example, if the
vote is 1,000 in favor and 990 against,
does that mean no deck? Or is the vote
so close that the mayor moves ahead
regardless? If the first ward carries the
majority vote and wards two, three and
four vote in favor, does the mayor still
proceed to build? If the vote clearly
goes down, does the mayor now turn to
the South Avenue location?

A few years ago, our council actu-
ally voted to implement 11 alterna-
tives to help alleviate the traffic con-
cerns. Why haven’t these alternatives
been adopted?

I see this as an opportunity for all
residents to tell our mayor that this
perceived arrogance towards the pub-
lic has no place in our community.
This is more than North Side/South
Side. This is telling our elected offi-
cials that we want to be part of the
decision making process, especially as
it affects such a large financial com-
mitment.

Keith Hertell
Westfield

New Freeholder Looks Forward
To Work on the County Board

many parks.
One of my areas of focus will be the

arts, which are so important for all age
groups. I want to encourage creative
organizations and individuals to de-
velop and share their works through
HEART grants (History, Education,
and the Arts Reaching Thousands).
These grants play a vital role by pro-
viding funding to artists directly at the
grass-roots level.

Another outstanding effort has been
the Freeholder Scholars program,
which has helped more than 500 stu-
dents from working and middle class
families receive a free education at
Union County College. I hope to con-
tinue the advancement of this program
that is helping to create a better future
for the next generation. And I’d like to
extend the Senior Scholars initiative
that has made it possible for more than
6,000 seniors to expand their horizons
by taking courses free of charge at
Union County College.

I’ve been impressed by the county’s
award-winning “Care for Caregivers:
the Arts as Respite,” which brings pro-
fessional artists to visit unpaid family
caregivers of adults over 60, and I will
look for ways to offer other services of
this kind.

Thank you Union County. I look
forward to hearing from you on the
issues that concern you, and to con-
tinuing the progress being made
throughout our county.

A question we are often asked when
we go door-to-door in our election
campaign is: How can we keep a lid on
property taxes? That might seem an
impossible task, particularly when the
price of insurance, medical coverage,
fuel, education, and practically every-
thing else is on the rise. But this year in
Fanwood we managed to secure a num-
ber of state and county grants that
helped us to hold the increase in prop-
erty taxes to about $15 per household
- the lowest tax increase in six years.

We met some resistance when we
first suggested seeking extraordinary
aid from Trenton. We were told we
were wasting our time. Doubters ar-
gued that our efforts would be rejected.
But we secured grants from Trenton in
our very first attempts.

In a very short period of time we
have begun to bring property tax relief
to Fanwood by generating grants total-
ing more than $300,000.

Also, during the past nine months
our senior citizens took another step
closer to utilizing the expanded Forest
Road Park building because of a grant
from Union County to install the
plumbing and kitchen appliances to
meet their active club needs.

Our library’s technology and

Campaign Release - Fanwood DEMs

Reelect Kathy Mitchell for Council
Reelect Joseph Higgins for Council

Dems Cite Grants as the Way
To Keep Property Taxes Low

Children’s Room also has been up-
graded with state grant dollars and
help from the Friends of the Library.

Even our Downtown Advisory Com-
mittee, which is coordinating our ef-
forts to revitalize Fanwood’s down-
town area, has benefited from our pur-
suit of grant money to keep a lid on
municipal expenses. By obtaining a
$50,000 Smart Future grant, Fanwood
has been able to cover the committee’s
expenses so the group can do the type
of outreach and research that is needed
to develop an equitable plan for our
downtown.

Money doesn’t grow on trees, but
experienced leaders know how to work
together for property tax relief. We’ve
worked with the Democratic majority
on the Fanwood Borough Council to
overcome challenges we face as a com-
munity. With your support and your
vote on Tuesday, November 2, we will
continue to work for you to keep the
progress going.

CAMPAIGNING...Wilson School Pack 171, Den 3 members Brian Pollack,
Markian Borkowsky, Christian Landry, David Verchick, Alex Goldschmidt and
Matt Ragoza went around town with United Fund Executive Director Linda
Maggio, second from right, to distribute posters to aid in this year’s United Fund
Campaign. The group visited the newspaper office to enlist publisher Horace
Corbin, right, in the effort.

More Letters to the Editor

Current Cost Per Student in SP
Is Enough Money to Go To Princeton
I could not help but notice the inter-

view published in the September 16 edi-
tion with Scotch Plains Superintendent of
Schools, Dr. Carol Choye, commenting
on the starting of a new school year.
Several items that she mentioned I thought
that the taxpayers of Scotch Plains may
find interesting. These are as follows:

Total Student population “nearly”
5,075; approximate number of new stu-
dents – 70; “more” new teachers and staff
– 40.

The cost of above: total education bud-
get – $63,519, 812; increase for 2004-
2005 – $3,541,119.

When one looks at the increase of
$3,541,119 and the 70 new students, the
resulting cost for a new student is $50,587!

When I mentioned this fact to a col-
league, he commented that is enough for

Westfield Rescue Squad
Kicks Off Recruiting Drive

a year at Princeton University.
In addition, the ratio of new students to

new teachers and staff is 1 3/4. This gives
the impression of a system that is tutorial
based.

Scotch Plains taxpayers - please keep
this in mind next time the school budget
comes up for a vote in April.

Apparently, we taxpayers are not on
the mind of the people that develop this
budget and consider that we have unlim-
ited resources. This is in the times of job
losses, under employment, salary cuts
and/or fixed incomes.

It should be noted that this is my
personnal observation and in no way re-
flects the views of any other individuals
and/or organizations.

Al Muller
Scotch Plains

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Volun-
teer Rescue Squad sent a letter to every
home and business in Westfield to kick
off a massive recruiting drive for new
members. The squad is hopeful that many
of the residents and those employed in
Westfield will be excited about becoming
a part of the Westfield Rescue Squad.

There are two ways individuals can
volunteer with the rescue squad: as an
Emergency Medical Technician (EMT)
or as a dispatcher.

To become a volunteer EMT indi-
viduals must have a valid New Jersey
driver’s license, have the desire to take
the training necessary to receive state
certification and have the time to pull
duty. Daytime duty shifts require only
four hours per week. There are also
weekend and night duty periods avail-
able. Training is provided without cost
to all members.

To become a dispatcher, individuals
must have excellent hearing and be
available for at least a two-hour period
during the day every other week. The
role of the dispatcher is to receive calls

from the 911 dispatcher at Westfield
Police Headquarters and to dispatch an
EMT crew as quickly and efficiently as
possible. All training necessary to be-
come a dispatcher will be done at the
squad building.

Reid Edles, Training Lieutenant of the
Westfield Rescue Squad, encourages ev-
ery person in Westfield to consider vol-
unteering at the rescue squad.

“I joined the rescue squad 19 years ago
when I, my wife, and one month old
daughter moved to Westfield. Nineteen
years later, I am still a proud member and
carrying on the squad tradition with my
daughter, Allison, who is now a riding
EMT,” Mr. Edles said.

The Westfield Rescue Squad is an all
volunteer organization serving the com-
munity of Westfield. Individuals inter-
ested in joining the squad should call the
squad building at (908) 233-2500 and
leave a message with the dispatcher. The
Westfield Volunteer Rescue Squad is lo-
cated at 335 Watterson Street in Westfield
across from the Westfield traffic circle.

In the event of an emergency, please
call 911.

See it on the web!
See it all in Color!
www.goleader.com


