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SENATOR VISITS SCOTCH PLAINS…Scotch Plains Democratic candidates
Andrew Baron for Mayor, left, and Barbara Baldasarre for Township Council,
center were recently joined by United States Senator Frank Lautenberg at a fund
raising event held at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Baldasarre. A large number of
enthusiastic people turned out to show their support, including Assemblywoman
Linda Stender, Assemblyman Jerry Green, Assemblyman Neil Cohen, Union
County Freeholders Al Mirabella and Bette Kowalski, and Union County Surro-
gate James LaCorte.

In 2004, the Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders will spend nearly
$365,000,000 tax dollars. According to
Frank Arena, candidate for the county
wide office, few people actually under-
stand the full scope and power of this
“invisible layer of government.”

“As I have traveled around Union
County, many people have asked ‘What is
a Freeholder?’” Mr. Arena answered that
the Freeholders are “...a layer of govern-
ment that provides a large and ever-in-
creasing tax burden (nearly 20 percent of
your annual property taxes) to the resi-
dents of Union County.”

The duties of a freeholder include pre-
paring and adopting the county budget,
authorizing expenditures and bonds, ap-
pointing county officials and members to
boards, commissions and authorities and
supervising the administration of county
government.

“Simply put, a freeholder is similar to
a town councilman, however, at a county
level,” commented Mr. Arena.

Mr. Arena supports a proposition which
he feels will make Union County Govern-
ment a better and more visible asset for
the taxpayers.

“We should amend the County Charter
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By Frank Arena, Candidate for UC Freeholder
with Joe Renna, Bruce Paterson and Pat Quattrocchi

As part of their plan to “preserve the
future of Fanwood,” Republican Bor-
ough Council candidates Maureen
Mawby and Joel Stroz would improve
residents’ access to bathroom facili-
ties at both Forest Road and LaGrande
Parks, and address playground safety
concerns and needed repairs to the
tennis courts at LaGrande.

“The Democrats have punted on
necessary park improvements this
year,” stated Mr. Stroz. “We can and
will do better.”

“As every Fanwood resident with
small children quickly discovers, the
bathrooms in Fanwood’s parks are
almost always locked,” he continued.
“Many parents have had to rush their
children home to avoid an accident,
and not everyone makes it in time.”

The Republican team is proposing
a pass key or card system that would
be available to all Fanwood residents
who can show proof of residence. A
modest deposit and replacement fee
would help pay for the program and
control distribution of the
irreproducible access keys, thereby
ensuring that the bathroom facilities
are used properly.

“We also need to fast-track a re-
alignment of the ball field at LaGrande
Park, which is a serious safety hazard
for the children using the playground,”
added Ms. Mawbry. “The softball
field is too close to the kiddy play-
ground and needs to be realigned
before someone gets hurt. Another
year has gone by and nothing has
been done.”

“While the prior administration in
Fanwood in 2003 obtained and allo-
cated monies to remedy this problem,
current council members have taken
no immediate action to remedy this
dangerous situation,” said Mr. Stroz.

Arena Wants To Make Freeholders
Representative of Entire County

and divide the county into three represen-
tative ‘districts’ of equal population.”

Under Mr. Arena’s plan, each district
would be represented by three freehold-
ers “...providing an opportunity to resi-
dents for more focused representation.”

Unlike the use of districts for many
State and Federal officeholders, each of
the nine freeholders are elected by the
entire County.

“All nine Freeholders are responsible
for representing the competing interests
of each of the 21 municipalities that make
up Union County. In theory, you could
have all nine freeholders from one town
and presently only a few towns are actu-
ally represented.” He continued by stating
that, “the freeholder board thus lacks
focus and accountability to Union
County’s half-million people.”

Mr. Arena is a resident of Westfield and
candidate for Union County Freeholder.
He is running in the Tuesday, November
2 election as a Republican along side of
candidates Joe Renna, Patricia Quattrocchi
and Bruce Paterson. The members of the
Republican team invite your comments
and questions and encourage you to con-
tact them at (908) 789-0200 or Email
chairman@unioncountygop.org.
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Elect Joel Stroz for Council
Elect Maureen Mawby for Council

Candidates Seek To Fast Track
Fanwood Park Improvements

The Republican candidates criti-
cized the present council for delaying
the field realignment project by not at
least having the project designed and
engineered.

“As a result,” said Mr. Stroz, “there
was no chance for this project to be
done this year.”

“The tennis courts are in dire need
of resurfacing, which presents a safety
issue for resident tennis enthusiasts,
who should be able to use these re-
sources in both parks without fear of
injury,” said Ms. Mawby.

Scotch Plains Mayor Martin Marks
and Deputy Mayor Paulette Coronato
have reiterated their support for a
statewide Constitutional Convention
for property tax reform.

This concept has been discussed
and debated for several years now
and has led to the formation of a task
force that will hold public hearings
and determine the format and param-
eters of the potential convention.

Before the convention can take
place, the state legislature and gover-
nor must enact legislation that would
place a referendum on the November
ballot and then the voters will have
their say. Ultimately, the solution to
the archaic and unfair system of prop-
erty taxation in New Jersey will be
shifted away from the politicians in
Trenton and placed with the citizens
of the state.

“Slowly but surely, citizens in
Scotch Plains and across the state are
now learning that the only ones with
the power to change the property tax
system are our representatives in Tren-
ton,” stated Mayor Marks. “Since no
one in Trenton, both Republican and
Democrat, has displayed the guts to
take on the issue, our next best chance
for property tax reform is via the
constitutional convention. The New
Jersey State League of Municipali-
ties (NJSLOM) has once again asked
me to be the lead person to testify on
their behalf before the convention
task force and I was happy to do so on
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Mayor Martin Marks
Councilwoman Paulette Coronato

Mayor, Deputy Mayor Support
State Constitutional Convention

October 6. I am pleased with their
confidence in me and I am looking
forward to help shape the parameters
of the convention.”

Mayor Marks has previously rep-
resented the NJSLOM in offering tes-
timony before State Assembly com-
mittees in Trenton and has been asked
to speak on the issue of property tax
reform throughout the state.

Councilwoman Coronato, now
serving in her second year as Scotch
Plains’ Deputy Mayor said, “We are
all proud that Mayor Marks has
taken such a prominent role in the
push for real and lasting property
tax reform here in Scotch Plains
and across the state. While it is
important for municipal represen-
tatives such as ourselves to be ac-
tive and vocal in this process, it is
probably more important that citi-
zens in general channel anger and
frustration to let our representatives
in Trenton know how serious we are
about property tax reform. When
Governor McGreevey resigns in
November, incoming Acting Gov-
ernor Codey needs to be convinced
by the electorate just how neces-
sary the constitutional convention
is. While we encourage citizens
groups to be formed and be active,
we hope that their efforts will truly
be nonpartisan and continue beyond
campaign season. Property tax re-
form is just too important to be used
as a divisive tool for petty politics.”

One of my top priorities as a free-
holder is quality educational opportuni-
ties for people of all ages in Union
County. Since I joined the freeholder
board in 1995, I have helped develop the
Senior Scholars initiative that provides
free courses at various locations, includ-
ing Scotch Plains, Cranford and
Plainfield, for residents over age 60, and
the Access 2000 initiative that provided
computers and Internet connections to
all of our schools and helped teachers get
training in computer technology.

The current Democratic freeholder
board has made a number of other out-
standing efforts to keep pace with the
educational needs of residents – efforts
that were overlooked in the years when
Republicans controlled the board.

We have created the Freeholder
Scholars Program to help students from
working families attend two free years
of classes at Union County College if
they maintain at least a “B” average.
Another program is the College for
Teens initiative that helps high school
students explore careers in science,
business and technology by taking Sat-
urday and summer classes at Union
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By Daniel Sullivan
Candidate for Union County Freeholder
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Education Is Top Priority
To Freeholder Dan Sullivan

County College.
More than 4,000 Union County resi-

dents utilize a variety of programs and
services each year at our Vocational-Tech-
nical Schools in Scotch Plains, which we
are expanding to meet the growing needs
of our population. Our investment in the
new Vo-Tech High School will ensure
that our education system is one of the
strongest in New Jersey.

The next generation of Union County’s
entrepreneurs, builders and creators will
be educated at our Vo-Tech schools. Al-
ready, adult graduates have a 96 percent
job placement rate. One hundred percent
of our graduates from the County Magnet
High School go on to college, and they are
awarded an average of $43,000 in schol-
arships toward their future education.

Education is a lifelong process. The
freeholders work to improve educational
opportunities to build the mind and char-
acter of every resident, from every back-
ground and every part of Union County,
so they can make choices about their
future that may not have been available
to them in the past. With your support,
our education initiatives will remain a
top priority.

Roeser of Fanwood
Joins Woodbridge Firm

FANWOOD – The law firm of
Greenbaum, Rowe, Smith, Ravin,
Davis & Himmel LLP announces that
John Roeser of Fanwood, has joined
the firm as an associate in the Litiga-
tion Department.

Mr. Roeser, of the firm’s
Woodbridge office, previously served
as a law clerk to the Honorable Philip
Carchman, Superior Court of New
Jersey, Appellate Division.

Mr. Roeser is a graduate, cum
laude, of Duke University, and re-
ceived his law degree from the Uni-
versity of Virginia School of Law.
He received his master of arts de-
gree in foreign affairs from the Uni-
versity of Virginia Woodrow Wilson
Department of Government and For-
eign Affairs.

Mr. Roeser is admitted to practice
in New Jersey and the United States
District Court for the District of New
Jersey.

Greenbaum, Rowe, Smith, Ravin,
Davis & Himmel LLP has offices
located in Woodbridge and Roseland,
New Jersey.


