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Craft Projects, Books, and Patterns

For All the Year ‘Round
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Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Lonely hearts still seeking their one
true love might try
sprinkling cornmeal on
their nightstands before
hitting the hay one
night. According to
Diane Arkins, author of
“Halloween: Romantic
Art and Customs of Yes-
teryear” (Pelican Pub-
lishing, 2000), ghosts
will trace the initials of
the one you are destined
for, which you will dis-
cover upon waking.

Similar nuggets of
Halloween lore and craft
ideas are available in five
other books: “The Big
Book of Halloween,”
“Scarecrows,” “Hocus
Pocus,” “Halloween: An
American Holiday, an
American History” and
“A Halloween How-To:
Costumes, Parties,
Decorations, and Des-
tinations.”

In “The Big Book of
Halloween” by Laura
Dover Doran (Lark,
1999), festive photogra-
phy gets readers into the
“spirit” of the season with
impressive projects such
as needlepoint refrigera-
tor magnets, the spooky
spoon centerpiece, topi-
aries and crates laden with
harvest pieces, a vampire
“velcome” mat, haunted
house lampshade, knit-
ted pumpkin hat and
Halloween ribbon vest.

Doran’s book is also boiling over with
frightening stories like “The Bell Witch,”
as well as a myriad of helpful hints and
sidebars that separate holiday myths
from reality. Even the recipes, such as
Creepy and Crispy Body Parts and Spi-
der Treats, will delight cooks’ cauldrons.

According to “Scarecrows” by Felder
Rushing (Storey, 1998), statues of saints
in gardens during the late 1600s
brought the scarecrow or “yard folk”
tradition to life. Interspersed with his-
tory and factoids, readers will glean
from this book the proper way to build
a scarecrow from choosing the right
stuffing to selecting the scariest face.

Some of the best Halloween projects
can be uncovered in “Hocus Pocus:
Halloween Crafts for a Spooktacular

Holiday” (Martingale & Company,
2003), including the witch and full
moon stenciled doormat, etched Hal-

loween glasses, spooky
glass coasters, wine glass
charms and a beaded
candle wreath.

Foolproof step-by-step
instructions and full-
page patterns make these
projects possible for any
beginner. The candy-
coated pretzels will also
be a treat for any Hal-
loween reveler – big and
small.

Returning to “Hallow-
een: Romantic Art…” by
Arkins, readers will be
fascinated to learn that
cabbage, peas, beans,
corn kernels have amaz-
ing love power and that,
just like Valentine’s Day,
Halloween welcomes
cupid’s arrow and sets
hearts a-quiver.

Misconceptions about
the Halloween’s origins
and customs are cleared
up and delineated in
“Halloween: An Ameri-
can Holiday, an Ameri-
can History” by Lesley
Pratt Bannatyne (Pelican
Publishing, 2000).

The author, who has
imparted her vast bank of
“boo” knowledge on
“The History Channel,”
creates smooth segues
between chapters filled
with gripping factoids,
recipes to relish, treasured
holiday poetry and con-

temporary traditions. Even those call-
ing themselves Halloween experts will
admit to learning more than they imag-
ined from this volume.

And, just when you thought
Bannatyne’s breadth of knowledge was
exhausted, she delights readers with in-
structions for “Scared Stiff Fluorescent
Ghosts,” teaches them where to hide
“Body Parts in Unlikely Places” and
offers a super recipe for “Monster Mud”
in “A Halloween How-To: Costumes,
Parties, Decorations and Destinations
(Pelican Publishing, 2001).

Bannatyne advises clever epitaphs
for homemade tombstones to place on
your lawns, explains every facet of
pumpkin carving, embellishing, pick-
ing and cooking, and shares her secrets

CRAFTY CONTRIBUTIONS…Karen Kashlak, left, Susan Devaney, center, andCRAFTY CONTRIBUTIONS…Karen Kashlak, left, Susan Devaney, center, andCRAFTY CONTRIBUTIONS…Karen Kashlak, left, Susan Devaney, center, andCRAFTY CONTRIBUTIONS…Karen Kashlak, left, Susan Devaney, center, andCRAFTY CONTRIBUTIONS…Karen Kashlak, left, Susan Devaney, center, and
Liz Dwyer, right, Tri Chairwomen of the Silver Snowflake Mission Boutique, whichLiz Dwyer, right, Tri Chairwomen of the Silver Snowflake Mission Boutique, whichLiz Dwyer, right, Tri Chairwomen of the Silver Snowflake Mission Boutique, whichLiz Dwyer, right, Tri Chairwomen of the Silver Snowflake Mission Boutique, whichLiz Dwyer, right, Tri Chairwomen of the Silver Snowflake Mission Boutique, which
will be held on Saturday, November 13, at The Presbyterian Church in Westfield,will be held on Saturday, November 13, at The Presbyterian Church in Westfield,will be held on Saturday, November 13, at The Presbyterian Church in Westfield,will be held on Saturday, November 13, at The Presbyterian Church in Westfield,will be held on Saturday, November 13, at The Presbyterian Church in Westfield,
admire an original painting donated by artist Jean Robinson for the Silent Auctionadmire an original painting donated by artist Jean Robinson for the Silent Auctionadmire an original painting donated by artist Jean Robinson for the Silent Auctionadmire an original painting donated by artist Jean Robinson for the Silent Auctionadmire an original painting donated by artist Jean Robinson for the Silent Auction
portion of the event. Handmade crafts, Oriental rugs and furniture by internationalportion of the event. Handmade crafts, Oriental rugs and furniture by internationalportion of the event. Handmade crafts, Oriental rugs and furniture by internationalportion of the event. Handmade crafts, Oriental rugs and furniture by internationalportion of the event. Handmade crafts, Oriental rugs and furniture by international
artisans will be featured along with many new sources of domestic crafts fromartisans will be featured along with many new sources of domestic crafts fromartisans will be featured along with many new sources of domestic crafts fromartisans will be featured along with many new sources of domestic crafts fromartisans will be featured along with many new sources of domestic crafts from
Appalachia, cottage industries in the U.S. and Native-American jewelry. SponsoredAppalachia, cottage industries in the U.S. and Native-American jewelry. SponsoredAppalachia, cottage industries in the U.S. and Native-American jewelry. SponsoredAppalachia, cottage industries in the U.S. and Native-American jewelry. SponsoredAppalachia, cottage industries in the U.S. and Native-American jewelry. Sponsored
by Presbyterian Women, all proceeds go to local and international mission projects.by Presbyterian Women, all proceeds go to local and international mission projects.by Presbyterian Women, all proceeds go to local and international mission projects.by Presbyterian Women, all proceeds go to local and international mission projects.by Presbyterian Women, all proceeds go to local and international mission projects.
The doors to the Assembly Hall of the church will be open from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.The doors to the Assembly Hall of the church will be open from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.The doors to the Assembly Hall of the church will be open from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.The doors to the Assembly Hall of the church will be open from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.The doors to the Assembly Hall of the church will be open from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Ample free parking is available.Ample free parking is available.Ample free parking is available.Ample free parking is available.Ample free parking is available.

Continued on PContinued on PContinued on PContinued on PContinued on Page 19age 19age 19age 19age 19

Local StarsLocal StarsLocal StarsLocal StarsLocal Stars

MMMMMountainside Fountainside Fountainside Fountainside Fountainside Fiririririrefightersefightersefightersefightersefighters
PPPPParararararticipate in ticipate in ticipate in ticipate in ticipate in Ladder 49Ladder 49Ladder 49Ladder 49Ladder 49

MOUNTMOUNTMOUNTMOUNTMOUNTAINSIDE AINSIDE AINSIDE AINSIDE AINSIDE – Five
firefighters from the Mountainside Fire
Department currently play the famil-
iar role of firefighters in several scenes
in the recently released Touchstone Pic-
tures movie, Ladder 49.

Firefighters Peter Esemplare, George
Urban and William McMeekan, Jr., along
with Deputy Fire Chief John Browne
and Lieutenant Vinnie Conte traveled to
Baltimore, Md. in the spring of 2003 to
participate in the production process.

to an open casting call for firefighters.
“In March (2003), I took part in a

casting session for the film,” he said. “A
month later, I received an e-mail let-
ting me know that we’d been chosen to
be in a scene in the movie.”

Mountainside’s bravest joined hun-
dreds of firefighters from as far away as
Texas and California during the two-
day shoot in Baltimore. Though they
only participated in two scenes, the
experience of being on a movie set and

working with Travolta made the 12-
hour days worth it.

“Seeing the behind-the-scenes pro-
cess was definitely cool,” said Lt. Conte.
“And, Travolta was down-to-earth and
very helpful.”

A short video shot on the set by
McMeekan can be seen this month on
the local access television channels of
Westfield, Scotch Plains and
Mountainside.

Featuring Joaquin Phoenix, John
Travolta and Robert Patrick, Ladder
49 is the story of Baltimore City
Firefighter Jack Morrison (Phoenix)
as he reflects back on his life and
career while trapped in a deadly fire.
Travolta portrays the young firefighters
mentor in the film.

The Mountainside Fire Department
became involved in the project through
the efforts of Lt. Conte who responded
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Get Outta
The House
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October is NNNNNational Arational Arational Arational Arational Arts andts andts andts andts and
HHHHHumanities Mumanities Mumanities Mumanities Mumanities Monthonthonthonthonth in Union
County. To celebrate, the Union
County Division of Cultural and
Heritage Affairs will honor organi-
zations receiving grants, and volun-
teers, at a reception hosted by
Schering-Plough in Kenilworth on
Tuesday, October 19, at 6 p.m. The
reception is open to the public, but
reservations are required. Another
way to celebrate is by visiting Jersey
Gardens in Elizabeth for “ArArArArArt in thet in thet in thet in thet in the
GGGGGararararardensdensdensdensdens,” a month-long celebra-
tion of performances. For both
events, call (908) 558-2550 or e-
mail culturalinfo@ucnj.org.

* * * * * * *
The annual free Heritage Festi-

val, “FFFFFour Centuries in a our Centuries in a our Centuries in a our Centuries in a our Centuries in a WWWWWeek-eek-eek-eek-eek-
endendendendend” will be held on Saturday,
October 16, from 10 a.m. to 5
p.m. and Sunday, October 17, from
noon to 5 p.m., with activities
scheduled at more than 20 historic
Union County sites. Tour that
building in or near your town that
you never seem to have time to
visit, and follow a trail to as many
others as you can. Complimentary
“Four Centuries” booklets are avail-
able by calling (908) 558-2550.

* * * * * * *
The New Jersey Concert Opera’s

next performance, Puccini’s SSSSSuoruoruoruoruor
AngelicaAngelicaAngelicaAngelicaAngelica, will be performed twice
next weekend. The first opportu-
nity to see this Italian opera (in
concert format) will be on Friday,
October 22, at 8 p.m. at Westfield
United Methodist Church, fol-
lowed by Sunday, October 24, at 3
p.m. at Crescent Avenue Presbyte-
rian Church in Plainfield. Angelica
is sent to a convent because she has
an illegitimate son, learns that he
has died, and takes poison, all in
the typical Puccini fashion. Ad-
mission is $20. For information,
please call (908) 822-2515.

* * * * * * *
Admission is free for the pops

organ concert, CavCavCavCavCavalcade of Salcade of Salcade of Salcade of Salcade of Starstarstarstarstars
on Saturday, October 16, at 2:30
p.m. at the Union County Arts
Center in Rahway. This concert
will be performed on the original
Wurlitzer theatre pipe organ that
was installed in the theatre in 1928.
Have lunch or dessert at the won-
derful Beat Café on Cherry Street,
and stroll over to the theatre at
1601 Irving Street for an afternoon
of popular favorites. For informa-
tion call (732) 499-8226 or visit
www.gstos.org.

* * * * * * *
On Saturday, October 16, CalvCalvCalvCalvCalvarararararyyyyy

EEEEEpiscopal Churpiscopal Churpiscopal Churpiscopal Churpiscopal Church in Sch in Sch in Sch in Sch in Summitummitummitummitummit will
celebrate its 150th anniversary with a
birthday bash on the green from 12:30
to 2 p.m. Indulge in ice cream and
cake while enjoying a variety of per-
formers. If it rains, festivities will be
held in the church Parish Hall at 31
Woodland Avenue. For more infor-
mation, call (908) 277-1814 or visit
http://www.calvary-summit.org/.
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – “How little people
know about each other,” laments a
character in The Little Foxes, Westfield
Community Players’ (WCP) first of-
fering of their 71st season.

However, by the end of the Lillian
Hellman classic drama, we know plenty
about the middle class Hubbard family
that lives in the Deep South in 1900.
Written over 35 years ago, the script
sounds amazingly like the soap operas
and tragedies of families in many towns
in America today.

Victorian furniture, antebellum
southern clothing and the soft, gentle,
authentic drawls invite the audience
into a kinder, gentler time. As the play
unfolds, however, the saccharine façade
of the family members gives way to an
undercurrent of the age-old problems of
greed, sibling rivalry and competition.

White ties, tails and formal gowns in
the first scene can’t hide resentment,
anger and frustration that festers be-
neath the surface of many of the family
members. From early on, Oscar
Hubbard badgers his wife Birdie about
her drinking and just about every other

thing she does.
This pre-Civil Rights and pre-Women’s

Rights period piece gives the audience a
glimpse of the world when the “n” word
was used by Southerners about their black
servants and women had little significance
in the world except to bear children.

In Scene I, the family gathering is a
dinner for Mr. Marshall, a businessman
from the North who has come to make
an offer to the Hybbards to partner a
factory in the old cotton mills. The two
brothers, Benjamin and Oscar Hubbard
and their sister Regina, with her
husband’s money, want to become rich
by exploiting cheap black labor.

“Tonight’s an important night —
make a wish, Birdie — it might come
true,” Regina coaxes her sister-in-law
after Mr. Marshall has left and the big
deal is all but sealed. Birdie wishes, like
most of us, for a kinder, sweeter time in
her life, to be back on Lyonette, her
father’s cotton plantation. It’s the Scar-
let O’Hara in all of us who longs for a
more peaceful, more restful, calmer
time at Tara where everything will be
all right.

A consistent strength in acting brings
this classic to life. Specifically, Lynn
Langone plays Birdie Hubbard with
compassion and humor. In Act II when

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
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Birdie has imbibed too much of Addie’s
home made elderberry wine, her con-
fession of never having a full day of
happiness is heartbreakingly real be-
cause of her passion and intensity.

On the other hand, Birdie’s husband
Oscar, aptly played by Mark Szabo, is
the least sympathetic character, provok-
ing the audience to irritation. Yet be-
cause Szabo is so focused on maintain-
ing that villainous heart, his talent shines.

In the pivotal female role of Regina
Giddens, Catherine Rowe is convinc-
ing as the vitriolic, mean-spirited sister
who successfully ruins her marriage,
disillusions her daughter and alienates
her brothers and nephew. A manipula-
tive, beautiful viper, she is lovely to
behold, but deadly if one gets too close.

Tom Hodge, playing her sick hus-
band Horace Giddens, mops his per-
spiration-filled brow, gets flushed re-
peatedly and truly looks like he is a
suffering man, anguished and weary
from the world’s evil ways.

David Hoffman effortlessly plays the
role of Benjamin Hubbard, the brother
who repeatedly cajoles and manipu-
lates his sister while underestimating
her cunning. An Enron-like executive,

Benjamin, a sly fox, makes sure he
doesn’t know too much about the dirty
dealings that are afoot.

WCP has cast a young talented trio in
Tyrell Willis, Nena-ReNee and Megan
Guinan, giving them a chance to expe-
rience community theater and giving
the audience a chance to enjoy their
youth and vitality. Guinan, a junior in
high school, shows particular promise
in sensitive portrayal of her character.

Producer Cynthia Smyth has done a
marvelous job of dusting off this
Hellman antique and polishing it to a
high luster. With Joann Lopresti
Scanlon as Director, and Syndi Szabo
as Assistant Director, nothing is left to
chance. Their fast-paced and well-bal-
anced show is a visual delight.

WCP president Naomi Yablonsky
and Joyce Goldstein have assembled
the lavish, vintage-like costumes. The
set design by Bill McMeekan is first
rate with marvelous draperies, au-
thentic artwork and glorious set deco-
ration by Jo Ray. Lighting Designer
Bob Murray illuminates the stage
with nostalgia.

“There are hundreds of Hubbards
out there; they’re like us,” reveals Ben
to his greedy sister at the end of the
play. Unfortunately, perhaps he is right.
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – Early Monday
morning, Westfield Art Association
(WAA) President Barbara Schwinn
revealed the award winners from the
“Art in Westfield Sidewalk Show &
Sale” on October 9.

Valeri Larko, Curator of Tomasulo
Art Gallery at Union County Col-
lege, judged the winners.

Awards of Excellence, in the amount
of $150 each, were presented to the
following artists for their respective works:

• Mark de Mos, “Jerolaman’s Store,”
watercolor;

• Paula Kolojeski, “Flowers by Win-
dow,” pastel;

• Marcia Sandmeyer Wilson, “Go-
ing Home,” oil; and

• Barbara Zietchick, “Dragonflies,”
etching.

Awards of Merit, in the amount of
$100 each, were won by the following
artists for their respective works:

• Steve D’Amato, “Crossroads Jam,”
watercolor;

• Michael Gyiraszi, “Self-Portrait,”
oil;

• Burton Longenbach, “Echo Lake
Snow,” oil; and

• Edmund Spiro, “Parrot in a Cage,”
welded steel.

The following artists earned Hon-
orable Mentions in the form of $50
Westfield Gift Coins for their respec-
tive artwork:

• Henry Barnard, “Towers,” sepia
photograph;

• Bill Cammon, “Tyrone,” acrylic;
• John DiBiase, “Sculpture of Trag-

edy,” color photograph;
• Lydia Lehmbeck, “Storm Brew-

ing,” watercolor;
• Sara Menschenfreund, “Afternoon

Social,” acrylic;
• Phyllis Newman, “Before Lemon-

ade,” watercolor; and
• Jill Vondervor, “Naxos Bay,” water-

color.
The Westfield Scene Award, a pur-

chase award for display in the office of
the Downtown Westfield Corporation
(DWC), was presented to Millicent
Brody for the black and white photo-
graph entitled, “Ghostly.”

“Art in Westfield” was sponsored by
the WAA, Westfield Area Chamber of
Commerce and the DWC.
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD — Former Westfield
resident Bonnie Williamson’s book,
“Hard to Dance With The Devil on
Your Back,” is set in the fictitious town
of Crestwood, a place that appears to
be very much like Westfield.

“When I was writing and imagining
Crestwood, Westfield came to mind.
You can see it in my descriptions. The
municipal complex: the park, the po-
lice station and the library — although
it has moved down the street — that’s
Westfield,” said the author in a recent
interview with The Westfield Leader
and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.

In this, her first novel,
Williamson blends two im-
portant aspects of her life:
dancing and writing. A
graduate of Westfield High
School, she attended
Roanoke College in Salem,
Va., then transferred to West
Virginia University, where
she earned a Bachelor’s de-
gree in journalism.

She has been a writer and
editor for over 20 years,
working for newspapers,
radio and television. She also
worked in New Jersey gov-
ernment as a press officer
for the New Jersey Senate,
and a speechwriter for the New Jersey
Commissioner of Transportation.

Presently employed as a book editor
in Frederick, Md., she resides in West
Virginia.

In “Hard to Dance with the Devil on

Your Back,”
Williamson has the
members of Spiritus, a
liturgical dance troupe,
“dance” around some
mysterious goings-on,
including a series of
murders.

Reverend Molly
Ringer, who leads her

charges into a battle between good and
evil, heads the liturgical dancers. Those
familiar with Westfield lore will recog-
nize similarities to past Westfield head-
lines.

“Hard to Dance with the Devil on

Your Back” is hard to put down.
For the last 10 years, Williamson has

been a member of a liturgical dance
group called Coram Nobis. She has also
taught jazz, tap and ballet to all ages.

She believes “Hard to Dance with the
Devil on Your Back” is the first-ever
mystery book involving liturgical dance.

“I am an avid reader of mysteries. I
have read many novels that have fea-
tured ministers and priests but am
unaware of one featuring a liturgical
dance troupe,” she explained, adding
that the combination of dancers and
the clergy in a book is unique.

Her years in journalism and the news
business is part of the reason the author
was inspired to write “Hard to Dance
with the Devil on Your Back.”

“There is real evil in the world. How
good people deal with it, how we deal
with the challenges life throws at us —
that is also fuel for a novel. I wanted to
show how having support, be it family,
friends and/or faith can help you sur-
vive,” she said.

Despite the deadly plot, Williamson’s
book is infused with hope and inspira-
tion. She is currently at work on a sequel.

For more information on
Williamson, please visit her website at
www.bonniewilliamson.com. Audio-
tapes of the book, read by the author
are available only through Williamson’s
website.

Williamson’s book is available through
her website, and Publish America (www.
publish america.com). In addition,
“Hard to Dance with the Devil on Your
Back” can be purchased from Amazon,
Barnes & Noble and Ex Libris.
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