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Sullivan, Kowalski Discuss
County Issues, Quality of Life

By HORACE R. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Union County Freeholder Daniel
Sullivan of Elizabeth is the longest
serving official currently on the
county board. Bette Jane Kowalski of
Cranford, appointed last week to re-
place Mary Ruotulo of Westfield who
resigned, has the shortest tenure.

Mr. Sullivan and Ms. Kowalski are
campaigning for election to the Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders
on Tuesday, November 2 along with
Democrat running mates Adrian
Mapp of Plainfield and John Wohlrab
of Linden.

The two candidates met with The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times last Saturday
to discuss the campaign and county
issues.

Mr. Sullivan, who has served on
the freeholder board since 1994, said
he, “loves the job, there are always
new challenges and it’s never bor-
ing.” He sees a revived spirit in the
county and it’s great to be able to
“make a difference.”

He continued that his job with the
New Jersey Motor Vehicle Commis-
sion has likewise been rewarding and
that major improvements have been
achieved there for the public.

Ms. Kowalski is an editor and a
journalist, recently returning to her
hometown of Cranford from New York
City. She became involved in her com-
munity and her neighborhoods as a
“work of love.” Her activities in
Cranford include assisting the com-
munity center and serving as a mem-
ber of the library board, among others.

As a newly appointed freeholder,
Ms. Kowalski is focusing on support-
ing the county parks, the “Field of
Dreams” program, smart growth and
cultural heritage initiatives. She said
that she intends to give much of her
attention to these areas in the next
three years, if chosen by the public in
the November general election.

The Leader and The Times asked
about rising property taxes and if the
county is taking any steps to control
them.

Mr. Sullivan said that the county
portion of property taxes has held
steady at about 20 percent of the total.
He said dealing with the county bud-
get is difficult; there are many issues
such as healthcare, employees and
salaries – and the need and desire for
services that overpowers the ability
to pay. He said that the candidates
need to make hard choices.

Mr. Sullivan continued stating they
have been progressive in pursuing

grants and holding the line on costs.
He said they always are looking for
savings.

He pointed out that recently the
county won a $3.5 million dollar
settlement with insurance companies
over contaminated land cleanup. This
money flows directly to the general
fund. Nevertheless, he noted that their
opponents for election criticize this
success over the legal costs.

When asked about the citizen
group, “Stop the Train,” and their
opposition to the planned reactiva-
tion of abandoned county rail lines,
Mr. Sullivan said there is a misunder-
standing about the belief (by those in
Springfield, Kenilworth and Summit)
that the trains will haul garbage. M&E
(the railroad company given the con-
tract by the county) is a premier op-
erator of short lines. He stated that
several towns support this, including
Linden and Cranford.

He said the objections about trains
crossing Route 22 involve just three
trains a week. Ms. Kowalski noted
that trains are already crossing the
highway in Bridgewater.

“When dealing with railroads, the
federal government is heavily in-
volved,” Mr. Sullivan said. “The free-
holders needed to take a long-term
view, countywide and statewide. It’s
about jobs and the economy.”

Ms. Kowalski and Mr. Sullivan told
The Leader and The Times that the
county is doing well – crime is down
13 percent, the bond rating is high,
property values are high and there is
no better park system. By any stan-
dard, the county has a rising quality
of life, they said.

Mr. Sullivan said that a new Open
Space land purchase in Berkeley
Heights would be announced on Mon-
day.

Mr. Sullivan pointed to several edu-
cational accomplishments of the
county including the enormous suc-
cess of the Magnet School and the
VoTech High School, both in Scotch
Plains. The Magnet High School has
won the national Blue Ribbon award
and now the VoTech High School has
achieved fulltime status. The county
also provides free tuition opportuni-
ties for residents through the Union
County College system.

Ms. Kowalski was asked how she
would deal with tough issues as they
come up during the campaign and
while serving on the freeholder board.
She stated that she’s prepared and has
the support of her colleagues.

Mr. Sullivan and Ms. Kowalski
were asked for comment of the arrest
last week of one of their running
mates, Freeholder John Wolhrab in
Linden, who was charged with as-
sault by the Linden police.

Freeholder Wohlrab was appointed
to the Union County Board of Cho-
sen Freeholders in March to replace
former Freeholder Nicholas Scutari,
who resigned his position to serve in
the State Senate.

The candidates said they haven’t re-
ceived details of the arrest yet, but
conceded that it wouldn’t be a good
thing if the charges were founded. To
their knowledge, Charlotte DeFillipo,
Chair of the Union County Democratic
party hasn’t issued a statement yet.

Mr. Sullivan continued about the
great ticket they have this year that
includes Sheriff Ralph Froehlich and
Surrogate Jim LaCorte, both of whom
are up for reelection. He said the county
Democratic Party has made progress
in the last decade and is competitive in
all 21 towns. He pointed out how
Westfield had a Democratic mayor for
the first time a few years ago and now
this year Summit has a Democrat as
mayor for the first time.

Candidate Campaign Release - Union County GOP

Candidates Want to Create
Domestic Violence Council

UNION COUNTY – The Republi-
can Freeholder candidates announced
their support for the creation of a Do-
mestic Violence Intervention Educa-
tion Council (DVIEC).

“Domestic abuse is a problem which
is rarely seen but is prevalent in too
many households for the residents of
Union County to be complacent,” stated
Pat Quattrocchi, a resident of Garwood
and candidate for Union County Free-
holder. “The County of Union, while
offering programs to assist victims of
domestic abuse, has severely under
funded these programs and limited the
ability of the abused to seek protection
from a violent spouse or partner.”

October has traditionally been des-
ignated by the Union County Free-
holders as “Domestic Violence Aware-
ness Month.” Neither the Union County
Clerks’ Office nor the Public Informa-
tion Office was able to confirm that
October 2004 has the same designa-
tion as in the past.

According to the U.S Department of
Justice, there are approximately
960,000 incidents of domestic abuse
each year in the United States.

“As a victim of domestic abuse,”
continued Mrs. Quattrocchi, “I am
aware of how little funding the county
has allocated for the protection of
women and families.”

As an example, Mrs. Quattrocchi
noted that in the year 2000, only
$10,689 was allocated by the freehold-
ers to the New Jersey STOP Violence
Against Women Program, “and the
trend of under funding similar pro-
grams has continued.”

“Based on an analysis of budget
records, domestic abuse has been
largely ignored by our county govern-
ment,” noted Bruce Paterson, Republi-
can candidate for Freeholder.

The DVIEC would be made up of
residents, members of law enforce-
ment and counseling professionals with
the goal of educating the youth of
Union County as to the harms of do-
mestic violence.

“By educating our teens about do-
mestic violence prevention and assis-
tance, we may stop the abuse before
intervention is required. Also, with
education, victims of abuse will know
how to seek help when first needed
before a pattern of abuse emerges,”
noted Mrs. Quattrocchi.

“In the last four years, while our
taxes have increased nearly 40 per-
cent, funding for domestic violence
prevention has remained relatively
stagnant,” commented Frank Arena, a
resident of Westfield and running mate
of Mrs. Quattrocchi and Mr. Paterson.

Joe Renna of Elizabeth, also run-
ning as a republican, continued by
stating, “While the Board of Chosen
Freeholders spends nearly $1,000,000
of taxpayers’ money per day, they have
failed to address many of the issues
which are important to our everyday
lives . . . primarily the health and
security of families.” 

The Republican Freeholder Team is
committed to protecting the lives of
the women and children of Union
County through pro-active interven-
tion and counseling of inter-family
disputes.  “It is unacceptable that pro-
grams directly affecting our neediest
citizens, have been woefully under
funded by our County Officials.” stated
Quattrocchi.

For comment or suggestion, the
members of the Republican Team
invite your comments and questions
and encourage you to contact them
at (908) 789-0200 or e-mail 
chairman@unioncountygop.org.

IN FOR A VISIT...Democrat Union County Freeholder candidates Dan Sullivan,
left, and Bette Jane Kowalski, center, stopped in for a chat with Westfield Leader
and Times Publisher Horace Corbin.

WACC Announces 2004
‘Faith In Westfield’ Awards
WESTFIELD – The Westfield Area

Chamber of Commerce (WACC) will
honor four recipients at the 56th An-
niversary and “Faith In Westfield”
Awards Dinner on Monday, Novem-
ber 1, from 6 to 10 p.m., at The
Primavera Regency in Stirling.

The Faith in Westfield “Guest of
Honor” will be Barbara Schwinn who
is being recognized for her life-long
commitment to Westfield. Barbara
has contributed to the community as
a creative leader, thoughtful problem
solver, and willing volunteer with the
Westfield Art Association (WAA), the
WACC and the First Congregational
Church of Westfield (FCC).

Barbara has lived in Westfield most
of her life, attending public schools
and worshiping at the First Congre-
gational Church of Westfield.

The Chamber will honor Stuarts with
its “Business of the Year” Award. Stuarts
offers the finest audio-video products
and security systems, backed by an ex-
perienced design and installation team.

Stuarts was founded by Stuart
Snowden Sr. in 1958. Stuart Sr.
worked for Cranford Radio, and when
stereo began to makes its way into the
marketplace, he decided to branch
out on his own and open a store exclu-
sively dedicated to audio. He opened
this first store in Cranford. A second
store was opened in 1962 on Elm
Street in Westfield. As the business
flourished, Stuarts decided to con-
solidate the two locations into a larger
one and in 1964 moved to 544 North
Avenue in Westfield where it has been
ever since. Stuart Snowden Jr. worked
along side his father for many years
and in 1997 took over full control of
the business.

Westfield Police Detective Sandy
Chambers will be awarded the “Com-
munity Service Award.” Detective
Sandra Chambers was appointed to
the Westfield Police department on
April 16, 1995 while she was en-
rolled at the John H. Stamler Police

Academy. Sandy was the first police-
woman appointed to the Westfield
Police Department and upon her
graduation was assigned to the Patrol
Division. In January 1999 she was
assigned to the Union County Nar-
cotics Strike Force for six months
where she served as an undercover
officer. In November 2001, she was
promoted to Detective 1/G and as-
signed to the Juvenile Bureau. In 2002
the Community Policing Division was
initiated and Detective Chambers was
assigned as its coordinator.

The award for “Employee of the
Year” will be presented to Ms. Patricia
Hayes, of the New Jersey Workshop
for the Arts (NJWA). Pat has been a
dedicated and valued employee at the
workshop since 1993. She jokes that
she “fell into” her position at NJWA
during a Klondike Derby for her sons’
Boy Scout Troup and that she had
only expected to work with the orga-
nization for four months. Her em-
ployer, Dr. Ted Schlosberg, stated,
“Pat is a wonderfully gifted coordi-
nator who is responsible for manag-
ing the Westfield Summer Workshop,
the NJ Workshop for the Arts office
staff, the division of the NJWA and
all its programs…She is totally dedi-
cated to the children and to servicing
the 1,500 families who are partici-
pants of the instruction at NJWA.”

The community is invited to join in
this gala celebration. Tickets are $75
per person, which includes a cocktail
hour and a full sit-down dinner. The
dress is business attire, with black tie
optional. Reservations for the dinner
can be made by calling the Westfield
Area Chamber of Commerce office
at (908) 233-3021.

JON M. BRAMNICK

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ
MITTERHOFF

GRABAS & WOODRUFF

1827 East Second Street
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

908-322-7000
E mail: jonbramnick@jonbramnick.com

Certified Civil Trial Attorney
Personal Injury Law

Do You Have To
Go To Court?

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”

Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer
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Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

GRAND
OPENING

Are you ready for a fun, new
experience in men’s haircutting?

Why not get your haircut at

“THE BEACH”

SPECIAL
MEN’S

HAIRCUT

$7.95 - KIDS / SENIORS
ENTER TO WIN TICKETS - NJ NETS VS.
MIAMI (WITH SHAQ) - HOME OPENER!!

RT.22 WEST - SCOTCH PLAINS
(NEAR J&J BILLIARDS & McDONALDS)

908-322-HAIR (4247)

895$

TREE TIPS:
Why Fall Colors?

By: Martin Schmiede, President
Schmiede Tree Expert Company

     Each fall, our summer green-

ery exhibits splashes of brilliant

colors, often as spectacular as

Forth of July fireworks displays.

Then the leaves fall and the trees

go to sleep for the winter.

     Do you ever wonder why the

leaves turn colors?  And why

they turn particular colors?  The

two predominant autumn hues

are yellow and red.  Leaves are

naturally yellow.  This is caused

by two pigments in the leaves.

During the spring and summer

seasons, however, the yellow is

masked by green chlorophyll.

     As fall approaches, the trees

stop making chlorophyll and that

which is already inside the leaves

that turn brown at this time do

so because the chlorophyll

breakdown either does not start

soon enough or is not complete

enough.  Thus the yellow, the

natural color, cannot show before

the leaves wither for the winter.

A brown leaf is simply a dried-

up yellow leaf.

     A third pigment causes some

leaves to turn red.  This pigment

is the result of sugars and tannins

accumulating in the leaves. PAID BULLETIN BOARD

SCHMIEDE TREE

EXPERT CO., INC.
908-233-TREE

Sugar causes maple trees to turn

red, tannin is the cause for oak

trees.

     In addition to the presence of

sugars and tannins, two other

factors are required for red au-

tumn colors: warm days and

cool nights.  The warm days

cause the trees cause the trees

to manufacture the sugars.  The

cool nights prevent the sugars

from going to other parts of the

trees, thus trapping it all in the

leaves.

     One interesting fact in the

seasonal cycles of trees’ devel-

opment is the formation of thin

walls between the leaf stems and

the branches in the autumn.

These thin walls cause the

leaves to drop off the trees be-

fore they enter winter dormancy.

      Many interesting theories

have been developed why the

coloring of the foliage is more

brilliant in one year and not in

the next season.  We know of no

definitive reasons.  It seems to

be just as mysterious as the

questions of how life - trees, too

- ever got started.

      The next time you see the

breathtaking splendorof a single

tree exhibiting both yellow and

red leaves in the fall season,

check the direction of the leaves.

You will notice that the red

leaves are on the tree-side receiv-

ing the most sunlight.

     But whatever the natural and

scientific reasons for specific

hues of leaves during certain

times, the best thing to do is just

enjoy the seasonal displays of

colors.

     You can change the pictures

on your walls to bring variety

into your home.  To achieve these

results in your yard,  just look out

of your windows throughout the

year.


