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2 POPCORNS

It’s Arthur Hailey does the fire de-
partment by way of disaster maven
Irwin Allen, or so it seems. The direc-
tor is actually Jay Russell working from
a script by Lewis Colick. But the for-
mula, and therefore the inherent flaws
of Ladder 49, harks back to a style that
first saw the light of silver screen in
Hotel (1967), continued on to Airport
(1970), and then launched a virtually
endless, career day franchise for its
author. No occupation was safe from
its cookie cutter scrutiny.

But at least back then it was what it
was…a big production soap opera. The
mortal error in this latest permutation,
starring John Travolta as the big brother,
pundit and grand vizier of all firefighters
and Joaquin Phoenix as his brave
prodigy, is that filmmaker Russell says
he’s giving us more. He isn’t.

In fact, after three harrowing, back-
to-back fires attended by a decent cast
of albeit familiar battlers of the blaze,
we sort of wish for more suds to soften
the blow. Tell us a story. Have some-
one cheat on someone, for gosh sakes.
Or at least have them enter a pumpkin
in the state fair or something.

If you don’t know by this point in
your life that the noble and arduous art
of fighting fires is an extremely hazard-
ous and too often thankless pursuit,
then no amount of in your face, flam-
ing debris is going to convince you
differently. Yet Russell perseveres.

While dire firefighting buffs may
enjoy the variety of conflagrations,
the nuances of strategy and the choices
of equipment, for most of us it’s
pretty beleaguering duty. Here’s this
type of fire, here’s this kind, and now
this one. Then there are the numer-
ous casualties along the way, begin-
ning with Phoenix’s Jack Morrison.

Pulling out an old chestnut, the tale is
told in flashback. Plummeting to the
bottom of an inferno at the very outset,
Jack’s illustrious yet often trying career
passes before him as he struggles to sur-
vive against all odds. And it leaves the
viewer with the rather cheery job of
having to guess whether or not he’ll be
rescued by picture’s end, which winds up
being more imposition than dramatic
ploy. It would be different if Colick’s
script had added a third dimension to our
protagonist. Asking us to invest so much
in a virtual stranger is a bit much.

Some of this may be Phoenix’s fault,
along with a cc to the casting director.
Though in all fairness, perhaps there was
potential in the actor’s curiously vacant
stare, which served him well enough as
the emperor in Gladiator (2000) and as
the rather strangely pensive suitor in The
Village (2004). But it never quite works
here. As Jack matures on the job, meets
and marries the too-good-for-words
Linda (Jacinda Barrett) and ultimately
has misgivings about his dangerous labor
of love, we wonder. Are these simply
fireman Jack Morrison’s normal expres-
sions? Or is he trying to figure out how
Brando might have played it?

Fact is, we know not from whence
Jack sprang. Undeniably, he’s the real
deal. Phoenix nails that down. Part
altruist, part egotist, there’s no doubt
that Jack gets a kick out of the savior
thing. But doesn’t it go a bit deeper?
The psychologist in us would like to
know what goes into the making of a
hero, just in case we’d like to be one
some day. In other words, some back-
ground information if you please,
maestro. But none is forthcoming.

All of which leaves us with the typi-
cal, testosterone-laden camaraderie
cliché, only less so. With virtually no
subtext to support the non-stop cata-
clysms, and hardly a scratch below the
surface in any of the supporting roles,
we don’t even get to enjoy the usual
stereotypes around the firehouse. Little
more than window dressing, there’s
just the nice guy, the unexplainably
cynical guy and a random roster of

workaday heroes. And while Travolta’s
presence alone is usually call for mi-
nor celebration, the chemistry he ven-
tures as Captain Mike Kennedy goes,
for the most part, unanswered.

Granted, Russell’s movie hammers
home a tribute to firefighters. That’s
always commendable. While police
sagas flourish, film history is decid-
edly short of such paeans. Maybe it’s
because detective yarns also provide
writers with a few more angles to
explore, like the good cop under at-
tack, à la Serpico (1973) and sundry
variations. But when was the last time
you heard about a firefighter on the
take or shunning his duty? One can’t
recall an incident. That’s some record,
a great homage to the profession. It
certainly presents a challenge to the
filmmaker in search of a novel twist.

But Russell doesn’t answer the bell.
Relying too much on the given that
firefighters are heroes, he fails to fuel his
fiction beyond the sensational and shock-
ing. Missing are the musings that provide
for truly provoking drama. Absent are the
arresting little details that might have been
included had the director opted instead
for the documentary form. If there’s a high
note he was trying to attain, it’s obviously
way out of Ladder 49’s reach.

* * * * * * *
Ladder 49Ladder 49Ladder 49Ladder 49Ladder 49, rated PG-13, is a Buena

Vista Picture’s release directed by Jay
Russell and stars Joaquin Phoenix, John
Travolta and Jacinda Barrett. Running
time: 105 minutes.
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COUNTCOUNTCOUNTCOUNTCOUNTY Y Y Y Y – Famed pianist and psy-
chiatrist Dr. Richard Kogan will be
featured at an interactive daylong con-
ference for mental health and social
service providers, educators, caregivers,
and artists.

“Music and the Mind: An Arts &
Well Being Initiative” will take place
Friday, October 22, from 8:30 a.m. to
4:30 p.m. at the Wyndham Hotel, 1000
Spring Street (Route One), Elizabeth.

The event is sponsored by the Men-
tal Health Association of Union
County, the Union County Division
of Cultural and Heritage Affairs, and
the Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders.

“Because of the importance of this
conference, we are pleased to offer stu-
dents a discounted rate,” said Free-
holder Chairman Angel Estrada.

Pre-registration is required. Students
send a copy of their school I.D. and pay
$45 per person, which includes conti-
nental breakfast, lunch, snacks and all
materials. Registration for non-students
is $65 until Thursday, October 21.
Registration on the day of the confer-
ence is $75.

“Leaders from Artsgenesis, Music
for All Seasons, and the New Jersey
Intergenerational Orchestra will dem-
onstrate ways to use music as a wellness
tool,” said Freeholder Vice Chairman
Rick Proctor. “When words fail, music
communicates.”

The morning keynote presenter will
be Kathleen Gaffney, who holds a Mas-

ter of Fine Arts degree and won the first
U.S. Department of Education John
Stanford Education Heroes Award. She
is a highly respected thought-leader in
the field of arts education.

A co-founder of Artsgenesis, an arts-
in-education organization that ignites
creativity and accelerates learning,
Gaffney is a nationally known speaker
on the role of arts and healing, multiple
intelligences, and differentiated learn-
ing.

Kogan, the afternoon keynote pre-
senter, has a distinguished career as
both a psychiatrist and concert pianist.
He has been praised for his “exquisite,
eloquent and compelling playing” by
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SUMMIT SUMMIT SUMMIT SUMMIT SUMMIT — The Kent Place Gal-
lery in Summit will present the art-
work of South Orange resident Liz
Demaree in an exhibition entitled,
“Untold Stories,” from Monday, Oc-
tober 18, to Friday, November 19.

Demaree’s mixed-media paintings,
collages, and constructions explore
unique places and spaces that tell sto-
ries. She uses a rich blend of process
and media to create her highly imagi-
native work.

“Untold Stories” is comprised of two
series of boxes, paintings and books.

For example, “A Winter’s Tale” is 12
shadow boxes that tell the interrelated
stories of four different people. When
Demaree finished the project, she de-
cided to construct a series of books
using the pictures and art containing
all the stories and pictures in one place.

“I find that increasingly in my art
there is a story I want to tell with words,
as well as pictures. The medium of the
artist book suits my purposes exactly.
The houses and woods are all in New
Jersey. The (fictional) people live in the
town of Port Murray. Port Murray has
been the focus of my art for the last four
years,” said Demaree.

Her second group of boxes deals

with the story of St. Kevin, a Sixth
Century Irish Saint. Very little is known
of St. Kevin’s life, and most of that is in
the form of fantastical tales that seem
more like myth than biography. Each
box deals with a different story of his.
In the books Demaree tried to imagine
what it would be like to be someone to
whom odd and strange miracles were
actually happening.

Demaree spent a great deal of time at
the Tyrone Guthrie Centre at

Annaghmakerrig in Newbliss, Ire-
land, doing research on St. Kevin
that enabled her to visualize the en-
tire project, which took roughly two
years to complete.

An artist’s reception will be held
Friday, October 22, from 6 to 8 p.m.
in the gallery. The exhibit and recep-
tion are free and open to the public.
The Kent Place Gallery, located in
Summit on the campus of Kent Place
School, is open from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.,
Monday through Friday, or by ap-
pointment with Director Judy
Lapides.

For more information please call
(908) 273-0900, extension no. 208
or visit www.kentplace.org.
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Queen of Arts
on winning costume contests, planning
a killer party that will have your friends
chatting for years, and suggests the best
compilation of Halloween videos, mu-
sic and recipes ever seen.

Before sealing our fates with the final
chapter of her book, Bannatyne details
a generous list of places to get spooked,
march in a parade or hurl a pumpkin in
the “Haunted Expeditions” chapter.
Some of the closest sites can be found
in Tarrytown and Greenwich Village,
N.Y. and the birthplace of our nation,
Philadelphia, Pa.

And, if all of those tricks and treats in
“A Halloween How-To” leave you long-
ing for more, Bannatyne closes out the
book with a plentiful list of resources
bound to add even more fun to your
Halloween experience.

To receive more information about
some of the books highlighted in this
column, please call Michelle Le
Poidevin at (908) 232-4407 or e-mail
ae@goleader.com.
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – The Junior Musi-
cal Club of Westfield will hold audi-
tions for membership on Wednes-
day, November 3, at the home of
Jason Tammam, 1168 Prospect Street
in Westfield.

The auditions are open to indi-
viduals in grades eight to 12, who are
studying music.

Two pieces must be performed from
memory, including one from periods
up to and including Beethoven and
the other from the Romantic or Mod-
ern periods. Performers must pro-
vide their own accompaniment if
needed.

To audition, please contact Jean
Namkung at (908) 771-9555.

The Junior Musical Club, a divi-

sion of The Musical Club of
Westfield, is a performing group of
high school instrumentalists and vo-
calists from Westfield and surround-
ing area, brought together by their
love of music.

This year’s officers include Presi-
dent Henry Namkung, Vice Presi-
dent of Programs Kathy Yang, Vice
President of Auditions Jean
Namkung, Treasurer Tess Perrin, Sec-
retary Rachel Louie, Hospitality Co-
ordinator Kirsten Mandala and Pub-
licity Chairwoman Rachel Kang.

The club held its first meeting of
the season at Kirsten’s home in Scotch
Plains. The next meeting will be held
at the Namkung home, 148 Gallinson
Drive in Murray Hill on Sunday,
November 7, at 7 p.m.
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AREA AREA AREA AREA AREA – The New Jersey Youth

Symphony, Inc. (NJYS) chamber
music groups have been invited to
perform at Burgdorff ERA’s an-
nual Sharing Hope Gala on Thurs-
day, October 21, at 6 p.m. at the
Venetian in Garfield.

Students will perform during
the cocktail hour and at the begin-
ning of the dinner, playing a vari-
ety of music.

The fundraiser aids CASA and
the Make-a-Wish Foundation, two
organizations that assist abused
and gravely ill children, respec-
tively.
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CLCLCLCLCLARK ARK ARK ARK ARK – Diversity Art Gallery
(DAG) in Clark will present “Water-
Escapes,” an exhibition spotlighting
60 works by “artists who portray the
beauty of water environs and how
people enjoy water tranquility” with a
welcome reception on Sunday, Octo-
ber 24, from 1 to 4 p.m.

The exhibition will include pieces
by Clark artist Burton
Longenbach, Ray Sternesky, Ralph
Garafola and Jan Bogdanski.

Longenbach, who is known in
the field of watercolor and oil
paintings, has undertaken a full
painting schedule and professional
exhibition participation since
1979. Since then, he has received
over 100 awards and commenda-
tions, including the Nummie
Warga Memorial Best in Show
Award, Kaytes Memorial Award,
Charles Austin Memorial Award,
Gibbons Memorial Award and
Artists Magazine Award.

He is a member of the New Jersey
Watercolor Society, Philadelphia Wa-
tercolor Society and Hudson Valley
Art Association, Westfield Art Associa-
tion and Millburn-Short Hills Arts
Center, among others.

“Water-Escapes” will be his fourth
DAG exhibit.

Sternesky, who will exhibit at DAG
for the third time, maintains studios in
Asbury Park and Englewood. He is
trained in both advertising and fine
art, having studied at the Brooklyn
Museum of Art, Salmagundi Club in
New York City and the Ridgewood
Barn Art in Ridgewood.

He focuses on watercolors and light
in his current paintings. He has won
several “Best in Show” award for his
works, one of which was published in
the Bergen Record travel section. He
has given the rights to the Asbury His-
torical Society for the use of his paint-
ing of the Asbury Carousel for
fundraising purposes. His work now
concentrates on the Jersey shore, where
he resides.

Garafola, a new DAG artist, origi-
nally hails from the Brooklyn area and
now paints in his Warren studio. He

began sketching his grandfather’s Navy
stories from the 1890s and received
mentoring throughout his school years,
which led to his decision to become an
artist.

He began his studies at Education
Alliance for Artists in Manhattan and
continued at the Art Students League
of New York, where he served as Assis-

tant to the Instructor and Commis-
sioner of Art for New York City.

Garafola has celebrated over 40 years
as a fine artist and frequently travels
throughout Italy and France, research-
ing potential painting scenes and
studying the works of the Old Mas-
ters. He considers all of his paintings
“portraits,” even still life, realistically
depicting what nature has displayed
for mankind.

Bodanski is a photography artist
from Colonia, whose interest in pho-
tography began when he was 14 years
old. His art education developed at
home through his father. Jan later
graduated from Clark University in
Worcester, Mass. He likes to focus his
work within Rahway Park, where was
able to capture many inspiring sub-
jects.

“Water-Escapes” will run through
Sunday, December 26. Admission is
free and donations are accepted. Lo-
cated at 4 Valley Road in Clark, the
gallery is open on Sundays from 1 to 3
pm.

For more information, please call (732)
574-1479, e-mail diversityart@aol.com
or visit www.ucbc.net.

“Winter’s Grip” by Burton Longenbach, oil“Winter’s Grip” by Burton Longenbach, oil“Winter’s Grip” by Burton Longenbach, oil“Winter’s Grip” by Burton Longenbach, oil“Winter’s Grip” by Burton Longenbach, oil
on canvas.on canvas.on canvas.on canvas.on canvas.

‘‘‘‘‘ArArArArArt in Gt in Gt in Gt in Gt in Gararararardensdensdensdensdens’ O’ O’ O’ O’ Offeringsfferingsfferingsfferingsfferings
TTTTTo So So So So Spring Upring Upring Upring Upring Up p p p p This This This This This WWWWWeekendeekendeekendeekendeekend
COUNTCOUNTCOUNTCOUNTCOUNTY Y Y Y Y – The Union County

Division of Cultural and Heritage Af-
fairs teams up with the Department of
Economic Development and Jersey
Gardens to present a weekend of activi-
ties celebrating October as Arts & Hu-
manities Month.

On Saturday, October 16, Teatro Sí
of Cranford will sponsor Brazilian bossa
nova music by Paulo Pinho from 12 to
1 p.m., followed by “Paloma-Boleros
and Latin Love Songs” from 1 to 2 p.m.
and the Alborada Spanish Dance The-
atre Company from 2 to 3 p.m.

Soloist Jill Cagney of Cranford will
take the stage at Jersey Gardens from
3:30 to 4:30 p.m.

On Sunday, October 17, Yasko Koko
of Garwood, a jazz vocalist, will per-
form from 12 to 1 p.m. New Provi-
dence resident Shree Bharata
Kamalalaya will offer traditional In-
dian music from 1:30 to 2:30 p.m.

The afternoon will close out with
the Paterson-based jazz ensemble,
Vince Ector Trio, followed by a choral
performance from the Suburban Com-
munity Music Center of New Provi-
dence.

“‘Art in the Gardens’ is an excellent
opportunity for a Union County venue
to host local talent and present it to a
wide and diverse audience,” said Free-
holder Chairman Angel Estrada. “The
Board of Chosen Freeholders is proud
to have this annual event in Union
County.”

“Since opening its doors in October
of 1999, Jersey Gardens has become
the center of the community. There-
fore, it is a natural fit for us to host the
celebration of arts in Union County,”
said Crystal Stell, Marketing Director
for Jersey Gardens. “We have been
overwhelmed by the local talent right
here in our own backyard.”

“Our goal is to raise awareness of the
arts in Union County and the many
artists who deserve recognition for their
achievements,” she noted.

For more information, please con-
tact the Division of Cultural and Heri-
tage Affairs at 633 Pearl Street in Eliza-
beth, (908) 558-2550, dial 7-1-1 or e-
mail culturalinfo@ucnj.org.

The New York Times. The Boston
Globe wrote, “Kogan has somehow
managed to excel at the world’s two
most demanding professions.”

“If I ever need psychiatric help,
“Ricky’s the one,” famed cellist Yo-Yo
Ma once said to a concert audience at
the Harvard Club in New York. Ma has
performed with Kogan in an informal
musical trio since their undergraduate
days.

Kogan has been a frequent chamber
music collaborator with Ma. His lec-
ture/performance will explore how the
relationship between the medical and
psychiatric issues of George Gershwin
influenced his creative output.

The conference features five work-
shop sessions: “Music and Aging,” “Mu-
sic Healing Trauma,” “Music Reach-
ing Special Needs Children,” “Music
and Schools” and “Music Enhancing
Counseling.” CEUs are available for
professional development credit.

There also will be a panel discussion,
“Vision of the Future,” with experts
about programs in music and healing
moderated by Robert Perry of the
Geraldine R. Dodge Foundation. The
panelists are: Dr. Michael J. Bzdak,
Director of Corporate Contributions
at Johnson & Johnson; Dr. Nancymarie
Bride, Executive Director of the Men-
tal Health Association of Union
County; Daniela Mendelsohn, Execu-
tive Director of Artworks, the Naomi
Cohain Foundation; and Robert
Morrison, Founder and Chairman of
the Music for All Foundation.

Networking opportunities will al-
low participants to share information
with peers in the statewide arts and
healing community. Attendees are en-
couraged to bring flyers and brochures
to share at the resource table.

To request a brochure or get more
information, please contact the Union
County Division of Cultural and Heri-
tage Affairs, 633 Pearl Street, Elizabeth,
New Jersey 07202, call (908) 558-2550,
or e-mail culturalinfo@ucnj.org. New
Jersey Relay users should dial 7-1-1.
Assistive services are available on request.

The event is funded in part by grants
from the New Jersey State Council on
the Arts, Department of State, a part-
ner agency of the National Endow-
ment for the Arts; the Schering-Plough
Corporation; and the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders.

Dr. Richard KoganDr. Richard KoganDr. Richard KoganDr. Richard KoganDr. Richard Kogan
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CRANFORD CRANFORD CRANFORD CRANFORD CRANFORD — Metro Rhythm

Chorus, an award winning female a
cappella chorus, will hold rehearsals for
its Second Annual “Your Community
Holiday Show” beginning on Wednes-
day, October 13, from 7:30 to 8:30
p.m. at Bates Hall, First Presbyterian
Church in Cranford. Refreshments will
be served.

The show will be held on Sunday,
November 28, at 4 p.m. at the church.
All women who like to sing are wel-
come to join rehearsals to participate in
the holiday portion of the show.

For more information, please con-
tact Bea at (732) 249-0019, e-mail
beahive@aol.com, call Donna at (732)
739-1992 or e-mail
DOB480@hotmail.com.

‘Celebrating E‘Celebrating E‘Celebrating E‘Celebrating E‘Celebrating Exxxxxcellencecellencecellencecellencecellence’ S’ S’ S’ S’ Shohohohohowwwww
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RAHWRAHWRAHWRAHWRAHWAAAAAY Y Y Y Y — “Celebrating Excel-
lence: The Merck 2004 Juried Union
County Arts Show” will be held from
Sunday, October 17, to Friday, No-
vember 12, at the Arts Guild of Rahway.

A reception will be held on October
17, from 1 to 4 p.m. Admission is free.

The juried art show, which is open to
artists living or working in Union
County, features a broad range of art-
works by as many as 30 Union County
artists each year.

While the mix of art selected has varied with each show, many styles,
mediums and techniques have been
included in each show, such as paint-
ing, drawing, prints, photography, col-
lage, construction.

This exhibit is organized in partner-
ship with the Union County Division
of Cultural & Heritage Affairs. Merck
& Co., Inc funds the exhibit.

Jurors for the 2004 show are Sally
Walker, the owner of Walker-Kornbluth
Art Gallery in Fair Lawn, artist and art
educator Neal Korn, and Jersey City
Museum Curator Rocio Aranda-Alvarado.

The Arts Guild of Rahway is located
at 1670 Irving Street in Rahway. For
more information, please call (732)
381-7511.

Arts Guild of RahwayArts Guild of RahwayArts Guild of RahwayArts Guild of RahwayArts Guild of Rahway
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Coming Soon:Coming Soon:Coming Soon:Coming Soon:Coming Soon:
• Merck 2004 Juried Art Show

reviewed by Marylou Morano;
• Silver Snowflake dollmaker

Margo Seaman interviewed by
Michelle Le Poidevin

• Artists Susan Savad and Dor-
othy Wilkinson spotlighted for
unique techniques and creative
motivation.


