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Tigers Roll in 1st Half, Blank
Blue Devil Grid Boys, 33-0

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

Raider Gymnasts Grab First
At Cougar Invitational Meet

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 11

HIGHLANDERS OLMO, SIDIE SCORE

Highlander Girls Shock
U.C. Soccer Vikings, 2-0

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

With merely 26 seconds off the
clock, a fortunate Highlander shot
found its target, then with less than
six minutes remaining in the game, a
second shot found its target to give
the 11-0 Governor Livingston High
School girls’ soccer team a 2-0 shut-
out over Union Catholic in Berkeley
Heights on October 7.

“It was a very, very physical battle
and you have to adjust to the type of
game that’s being called,’ explained
Viking Head Coach Jim Revel. “We
still play some young kids and older
kids in certain positions who are not
totally battle tested, so I believe the
difference was that perhaps they were
just a little deeper than we are. We’re
not a physical team and we get pushed
around, but overall it was a good
game and I’m proud of our girls. We
played well and certainly were not
embarrassed by our play. This is not
tournament time yet, so everything
we do is geared toward that.”

The Highlanders, who have not al-
lowed a goal this season, held the
offensive-minded Vikings to 13 shots
while getting off 24 themselves. High-
lander goalie Alyson York was sharp
in net while the Vikings got a spec-
tacular performance from Katie
Piotrowski who made 13 saves.

“Lara Kaminski and Amanda Pitts
told us to watch out for Meridith
Talbot and Chrissie Sidie. I just
watched their shots the entire time
and I tried to have everyone mark
them. We played hard and had the
heart. I look forward to playing them
again because they’re tough competi-
tion and I love playing tough compe-
tition, win or lose,” said Piotrowski.

The Highlanders struck quickly
when forward Sidie fed a cross from
the left side to midfielder Jeannine
Olmo, who came in and slipped the

ball past Piotrowski.
“I looked for the ball at the last

second as it was coming in. I tried
catching it but it hit off my hands. I
thought it went out, but it ricochet to the
other side of the goal. She (Olmo) came
in and finished it,” explained Piotrowski.

The Vikings looked sharp later in
the first half with alert turn backs
while moving efficiently off and on
the ball, making runs, talking and
working well together.

In the second half, the Vikings
maintained intensity and aggressive-
ness with Pitts, Kaminski and
Stephanie Ambrosio, Alexandra
Whittle and Danielle Chapla converg-
ing into Highlander territory. On the
few attempts that the Vikings had to
imperil the Highlander goal, York sim-
ply herded the ball away.

GL scored on a set play in the 74th
minute when midfielder Talbot, on a
short corner kick, crossed to Sidie
who outmaneuvered a defender and
struck the ball deep into the lower left
hand corner of the net.

“We came out with so much inten-
sity that we surprised them right off
the bat when we scored. Right there
we set the tone for the match,” said
Highlander Head Coach Mike Roof.
“Union Catholic never really recov-
ered until about 20 minutes later and,
from that point on, it was a contested
game back and forth. It was a good
match the whole time. Offensively,
we had a ton of chances but we had
trouble finishing. A lot people have
complained about the realignment and
the competition we face. We played
three good teams that gave us the
most problems, Somerville, Cranford
and Union Catholic. We beat them
all, not only did we beat them; we
shut them out. They’re good teams,
but all you have to do is win the games
you are supposed to win and win the
big games. We did that.”

ries have always been a factor with
gymnastics and it was evident with
all the knee, ankle and elbow wraps.
DeJohn, an integral member of the
Raider team, was sporting an elbow
wrap so, prior to the meet, there may
have been some concern as to the
team’s chances of winning the meet.

“She’s going to be doing vault,
beam and floor,” assured Zaleski be-
fore the meet. “We may not be as
strong as last year, but we have been
getting better every meet. So that
says something.”

“I think we are very well prepared,
because we have been practicing
hard,” said Raider Head Coach Lisa
Cerchio confidently prior to compe-
tition. “We have had seven meets and
have won all so far. We have two all-
around competitors, Katie Zaleski and
Kate Breuninger. Jackie DeJohn, the
only thing that she hasn’t been able to
do right now is the bars, but she is
excelling on beam.”

The Raiders’ hard work paid off for

Round 1, the Cougar Classic, with
Round 2, the UCT to be held on
October 22.

ALL AROUND:
1. Macdonald (Westfield) 34.675, 2. Jes-
sica Greenwald (Union [U]) 34.55, 3.
Lewandowski (UC) 34.275, 4. Andi
Soblosky (Dayton/Brearley [D/B]) 34.2,
5. Zaleski (SPF) 34.0, 6. Jessica Zalutko
(D/B) 33.85

FLOOR EXERCISE:
1. Soblosky (D/B) 8.95, 2. Macdonald
(W) 8.95, 3. Greenwald (U) 8.9, 4.
Lewandowski (UC) 8.9, 5. Zaleski (SPF)
8.9, 6. DeJohn (SPF) 8.85

BALANCE BEAM:
1. Macdonald (W) 8.85, 2. Angelena
Badillo (Roselle Park) 8.6, 3. DeJohn
(SPF) 8.6, 4. Greenwald (U) 8.55, 5.
Lewandowski (UC) 8.45, 6. Jackie Reilly
(U) 8.4

UNEVEN BARS:
1. Soblosky (D/B) 8.65, 2 Zaleski (SPF)
8.55, 3. Macdonald (W) 8.525, 4. Marissa
Rusin (Johnson) 8.5, 5. Greenwald (U)
8.45, 6. Zalutko (D/B) 8.45

VAULT:
1. Soblisky (D/B) 8.9, 2. Greenwald (U)
8.65, 3 Rusin (J) 8.6, 4. Lewandowski
(UC) 8.55, 5. Zaleski (SPF) 8.5, 6. Zalutko
(D/B) 8.45

the Blue Devil drive.
With 11:00 left in the half, Crawford

hit a wide-open Michael Henderson
for his 36-yard TD, giving the Tigers
a 14-0 lead. Later in the quarter, the
Tigers defense swarmed over
Westfield quarterback Nick DeRosa
on the 15-yard line. A few plays later,
Laron Capers danced in from five-
yards out for the touchdown. Then,
with 24 ticks remaining in the half,
Westfield watched Crawford hit pay
dirt on a keeper from 13-yards out.

“We knew he (Crawford) was go-
ing to get the ball. We tried our hard-
est but we just couldn’t get the job
done,” explained DelDuca. “We need
to work harder on our tackling. We’re
hitting, but not as we should be. We
had a couple of nice drives but we
were unable to finish it off and put it
into the end zone. Our line has been a
little slow lately. If we get a speed up
and get more aggressive we should be

able to finish our drives and be able to
win. If we don’t put points on the
board, we will not be able to win.”

Early in the second half, the Blue
Devils were corralled again when
O’Neill Thomas sprinted 82-yards
down the right sideline and set the
ball on the eight-yard line where
Crawford, on a keeper finished the
job.

Despite the lopsided nature of the
score, senior fullback Marc Dowling
said, “We put in a new defense this
week, kind of like a 4-4 defense where
we try to stop the run but it really did
not help us today. We just need to play
with more effort and intensity on each
and every play. I know this team will
keep on working, working and work-
ing harder to improve. Everyone needs
to keep stepping it up. We need to
keep it going.”
Linden   7 20   6   0 33
Westfield   0   0   0   0 0

  

Goods & Services You Need!

THS
Travers Home Solutions

L.L.C. WESTFIELD

custom wiring - carpentry - repairs
specializing in custom home theatre

and audio installations
consultation - advice - tech help

tomtravers@comcast.net 908-472-6341

AUTO REPAIR

ELM STREET

SERVICE CENTER

138 Elm St • Westfield

908-232-1937

Complete Auto Repair
Foreign & Domestic

NJ State Inspection

Auto
Care

Center

• Emission Repair Facility
• Tune-ups & Batteries

• A/C Service
• Tires & Brakes

• Road Service

Kean Flooring
Hardwood Floor

SCRAPING - SANDING - REPAIRS
REFINISHING - DECK CARE
STAINING - INSTALLATION

“Dust Free
Sanding Equipment”

TEL: (201) 955-1073

1-888-47-FLOOR

Ceramic Tile & Marble
Carpentry, Plaster

General Home Repairs

Kitchens & Baths

732-340-0320
Serving Union Co. for over 15 years

WINTERIZE YOUR

DRIVEWAY TO HELP

PREVENT CRACKS

& EROSION
Free estimates • Guaranteed low prices

908-456-0525

Therapy Massage
Swedish, Acupressure, Shiatsu,

Neuromuscular, Trigger Point

Pain Relief, Relaxation
Neck, Shoulder, 

Tennis Elbow, Golf Elbow, 
Upper Back, Lower Back, Sciatic Nerve

812 Central Ave.  Westfield
Appointment: 

908-789-1587

MOONLIGHTING
Custom Landscape
Lighting Designs

908 233 5533
Unique Lighting Solutions
Enhance Beauty & Security
Residential & Commercial

Free Consult       Fully Insured

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LOOKING FOR THAT BLOCK…Blue Devil quarterback Nick De Rosa, No. 18,
finds the going rough as he finds himself in the grasps of a Linden Tiger in
Westfield on October 9.

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
NO DENYING THIS HIGHLANDER…Junior halfback Meridith Talbot, No.
21, outmaneuvers Viking midfielder Danielle Chapla. Despite the, 2-0 G.L. win,
Chapla had an excellent defensive game.


