
OUR 115th YEAR – ISSUE NO. 06-115 SIXTY CENTS (908) 232-4407
press@goleader.comThursday, October 7, 2004USPS 680020

Periodical – Postage Paid at Westfield, N.J.
Published Every Thursday Since 1890

www.goleader.com

Ad Populos, Non Aditus, Pervenimus

Robert Harvey for The Westfield Leader
LOCOMOTIVE NOSTALGA...The ‘Ol 142’ steam locomotive with vintage train cars puffs into Westfield Station last
Saturday morning to pick up passengers for a nostalgic trip down the Raritan Valley Line. ‘Ol 142’ broke down during the
weekend long event but NJTransit came to the rescue with a diesel engine to accomodate the sellout crowds. Pictured in
photos below by Horace Corbin, from the left, are: The Train Crew, Passengers ‘All Aboard,’ Mime of Kingston, NY stokes
the fire and husband Earl drives the train. More photos can be seen at www.goleader.com/04train.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

On Thursday, October 28, The
Westfield Leader Annual Election
edition of the newspaper will be
mailed to every home in the town.
A special referendum section will
be included.

Due to the additional time re-
quired of our staff and by the printer,
submittals to the newspaper must
be received by the end of business
day, Thursday, October 21, to en-
sure consideration for inclusion in

the special edition. Please e-mail to
editor@goleader.com.

Similarly, advertisers desiring to
be included in this edition should
contact us immediately. Please call
(908) 232-4407 or e-mail
sales@goleader.com. For more in-
formation, please visit
www.goleader.com.

Thank you for your assistance.

Horace R. Corbin

Publisher’s Note, Special Election Edition

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Tamaques Area Residents
Complain About Pond Scum

WF BOE
Previews
Budget

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

While most of Tuesday night’s
Westfield Town Council conference
session centered around a pond scum
and drainage problem at Tamaques
Pond, there were heated moments
when a resident and a councilman
raised their voices over parking issues.

Approximately 20 residents who live
in the area of Tamaques Pond were on
hand at the meeting armed with photo-
graphs and accounts of what they feel
was a dredging process gone bad.

The pond was dredged last fall and
because the project carried over into
the spring, pond scum problems set
in. The pond scum caused one of the
aerators to break, and the lack of fish
only made the problem worse. In the

past month, a bubbler was installed
which has helped to alleviate the prob-
lem, but residents are still concerned
with the lack of water flow out of the
pond, even after heavy rains.

Ignacio Rivera, who spoke for the
group, said that they “never got an ap-
propriate response to what the problems
were” over the summer. He said that the
contractor did not do his job and seemed
to abandon the project all together over
the winter. He said that this led to terrible
mosquito problems over the summer.
He also said that live electrical wires
were left out near the children’s play
area that is “completely ignored.”

Town Engineer Ken Marsh ex-
plained that there was a problem with
the contractor and that the town has
not given him the final payment for

the project. The town expects a survey
to be finished in the next few weeks,
which will determine if the contractor
went deep enough when he dredged.

Mr. Marsh added that the town has
CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Mountainside Public School
Test Scores Are Updated

By BETSEY BURGDORF
and LAUREN S. PASS

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Editor’s note: Last week, The
Westfield Leader published a front
page article with a misleading head-
line and incomplete data. The article
reviewed test scores of the
Mountainside public schools.

The headline read “Fourth and
Eight Graders in Mountainside Score
Below 50 Percent Proficient in Math.”
We misinterpreted the data provided
to us by the Mountainside Board of
Education. The advanced proficient
scores needed to be added to the
proficient scores to arrive at the total
percentage of students scoring profi-
cient or better. When properly done in
this manner, the test results for the
Mountainside students are substan-

tially higher than indicated by the
article last week.

We regret to error.
We thank Mountainside Interim

Chief School Administrator, Dr. Walter
Rusak, for reviewing this with us. The
test score data are reprinted in this
article.

* * * * * * *
On Tuesday, September 28, meet-

ing of the Mountainside Board of
Education, Curriculum Coordinator/
Supervisor Angela Cosimano pre-
sented the district test results for the
Terra Nova, GEPA (Grade Eight Pro-
ficiency Assessments) and NJASK
(New Jersey Assessment of Skills
and Knowledge) standardized tests.
The data presented are provided
within.

Mountainside Board of Education, September 28, 

NJASK3 2004 Adv. Proficient Proficient Part. Proficient

Language Arts

All Students (76) 2.6 88.2 9.2

General Education (63) 3.2 93.7 3.2

Special Education (13) 0 61.5 38.5

Mathematics

All Students (76) 23.7 67.1 9.2

General Education (63) 27 66.7 6.3

Special Education (13) 7.7 69.2 23.1

NJASK4 2004 Adv. Proficient Proficient Part. Proficient

Language Arts

All Students (75) 8 88 4

General Education --- --- ---

Special Education --- --- ---

Mathematics

All Students (75) 47 40 13

General Education --- --- ---

Special Education --- --- ---

GEPA 2004 Adv. Proficient Proficient Part. Proficient

Language Arts

All Students (66) --- --- ---

General Education (59) 15.3 78 6.8

Special Education (7) 0 42.9 57.1

Mathematics

All Students (66) --- --- ---

General Education (59) 32.2 54.2 13.6

Special Education (7) 0 0 100

Science

All Students (66) --- --- ---

General Education (59) 39.4 53 7.6

Special Education (7) 0 71.4 28.6

The results reported above are expressed in percent.

Elm Street Developer Given
Second Nod For Subdivision

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Unanimously, the Westfield Plan-
ning Board passed a memorialization
to approve a second appeal made by
developer Charles Pijanowski to cre-
ate two conforming building lots from
property at 619 Elm Street last Mon-
day evening at their monthly meet-
ing.

The application was first heard and
approved in February, where condi-
tions regarding the review and ap-
proval of the new structures occupy-
ing the two lots were imposed.

Mr. Pijanowski testified on Mon-
day that he had run out of time to
complete his project and was there-
fore, asking the board to grant his
request again to create two new con-
forming building lots from the single
existing lot.

Planning Board Attorney Russell
Finestein stated that although the ap-
plication was already granted in the
past, the board needed to treat the
application as a new request because
of the expiration of the first approval.

At the meeting for the original ap-
plication in February, board member
and council liaison James Foerst voted
against Mr. Pijanowski’s application
because of the historic 101-year-old
home that had occupied that space.

When asked if the house had yet
been demolished, Mr. Pijanowski had
reported “yes.”

Last February, Mr. Pijanowski ad-

dressed the board regarding his appli-
cation stating that he felt it was much
too costly to move the existing house

and then try to update it. He noted that
the house needed all new windows,

Lanigan Removed
As Reeve Executor

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

On September 29, Judge Miriam
Span ordered that William Lanigan
be removed as executor of the estate
of Edgar Reeve in Westfield, and that
within 60 days a full accounting of
the Reeve Estate funds be given over
to the court.

Attorney for the Westfield Histori-
cal Society David Foltz addressed a
letter to James LaCorte, Surrogate of
the Union County courthouse on be-
half of the society, requesting that
Lanigan be removed from his posi-
tion as executor of Mr. Reeve’s es-
tate.

The society made the request in
light of Lanigan’s June 24 indictment
on charges that he stole $625,000
from a former client’s trust fund. Mr.
Lanigan, former Bridgewater mayor
and longtime Bridgewater attorney,
was charged with two counts of sec-
ond-degree theft and misapplication
of entrusted property, charges that
would each carry a maximum 10-

year state prison term.
In his October 22, 1992 Last Will

and Testament, Mr. Reeve named the
Historical Society as a beneficiary to
receive 3 percent of his estate, and his
will bequeathed money to a number
of other organizations, including
Children’s Specialized Hospital, New
York Presbyterian Hospital, Overlook
Hospital, the Cornell University Li-
brary and the Center for Blood Re-
search.

Though Mr. Foltz asked that an
impartial party be appointed as ex-
ecutor, Judge Span ordered that Mark
Lanigan, the son of William, be ap-
pointed as the successor.

Mr. Foltz told The Westfield Leader
that the society could petition the
courts to remove the junior Lanigan,
but he is hoping that it won’t be
necessary after a full accounting is
know.

Mr. Reeve, who died in 2001 at the
age of 100, was a lifetime Westfield
resident and donated his 314 Moun-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
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By ED COONEY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Westfield Board of
Education’s estimated budget for
the 2005-2006 school year is
$72,146,043, an increase of
$2,696,627, or approximately 3.8
percent over the 2004-2005 bud-
get. The projected increase is 33
percent lower than last year’s
increase.

This estimated budget, provided
to the board by Mr. Berman at the
regular meeting on Tuesday, comes
in the wake of recently passed
state legislation that requires alter-
ations to the way school districts
handle budgetary planning.

The legislation, referred to in
Secretary Berman’s report as S-
1701, makes five major changes
in the budgeting process. First, it
requires a reduction of the yearly
budget CAP, which controls how
much a school district’s budget
can increase each year. Accord-
ing to Mr. Berman’s report, start-
ing in the 2005-2006 school year,
“the base budget CAP has been
reduced from 3 percent to 2.5
percent or the Consumer Price
Index (CPI), whichever is
greater.” The CPI is anticipated
to be calculated at 3.01 percent.

Once taken into consideration,
the statutes of S-1701 dictate that
the school district’s 2005-2006
budget could not rise to more
than $71,539,843 before allow-
ances are made for Spending
Growth Adjustments.

Spending Growth Adjust-
ments allow for districts to seek
funds in excess of the CAP in
spending areas that see above-
normal growth. For the pro-
jected 2005-2006 budget, the
Westfield School District can
seek adjustments for enrollment
growth and increases in special
education costs in the amount
of $606,200.

Secondly, the legislation re-

Steam Train
Fascinates

Area Riders
By HORACE R. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The steam train rides last weekend
from Westfield to North Branch and
back along the Raritan Valley Line
attracted large crowds of sightseers
and riders from the Westfield region.
The events were sold out more than a
week in advance.

The events were scheduled to fea-
ture three trips a day on both Satur-
day and Sunday, with vintage train
cars pulled by Steam Locomotive
142.

The second trip on Saturday had to
be cancelled as the locomotive devel-
oped a bearing problem. The third
ride on Saturday was completed suc-
cessfully, although the steam engine
was subsequently taken out of ser-
vice for the Sunday trips.

NJ Transit provided a diesel en-
gine to conduct the Sunday rides with
the vintage train cars so as not to
disappoint ticket holders.

The New York Susquehana and
Western Historical Society, a non-
profit organization of train enthusi-
asts, conducted the steam train rides.

The Downtown Westfield Corpo-
ration sponsored the rides as part of
the weekend Westfield Railroad Sale
Days.

Chris Cotty of the train group told
The Westfield Leader that they were
disappointed that the engine didn’t
hold up. He thanked NJ Transit for
providing the diesel engine backup.
He said most everyone enjoyed the
ride on the vintage train cars, al-
though many had missed seeing the
steam locomotive in action. Those
that did see the locomotive were very
enthusiastic, he noted.

The locomotive was towed from
Dunellen to Little Ferry, NY for re-
pairs. A special brass bearing has
been flown from Oregon to Pennsyl-
vania for final machining to com-
plete the repair. Locomotive 142 is
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• Life Insurance
• Disability Insurance
• Long Term Care
• Employee Benefits

      908.233.0920

Art
Ammermuller
“Helping People”

K E N @ • P L A C E • S C H O O L

C O E D  N U R S E R Y & P R E - K • O P E N  H O U S E S

October 14 Open House Program November 14 

Coed Nursery & Pre-K Open House 
Thursday, October 14, 2004, 9-11 a.m.

All School • Nursery – Grade 12
Sunday, November 14 , 2004, 1-3 p.m.

Kent Place School • 42 Norwood Avenue • Summit, NJ  07902–0308 • 908.273.0900 • www.kentplace.org

Kent Place School is an all-girls K through 12 independent college-preparatory 
day school with a coeducational nursery and pre-kindergarten program.

9:00 - 9:15 | Refreshments & Registration | 1:00 - 1:15

9:15 - 10:00 | Information Session | 1:15 - 2:00

10:00 - 11:00 | Tours | 2:00 - 3:00

I can help you cover the bases: home, auto, life,
retirement.
Call me today to learn more.

Subject to availability and qualifications. Insurance offered only with select companies. Allstate New
Jersey Insurance Company, Bridgewater, New Jersey.  Allstate Life Insurance Company, Northbrook, IL
©2004 Allstate Insurance Company.

715 Central Avenue  Suite 10
Westfield
RonBansky@Allstate.com

Ron Bansky

(908) 301-0711

 

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
VERY DESERVING…The New Jersey Department of Military and Veterans
Affairs gave out Distinguished Service Medals and Meritorious Service Medals on
September 30 to over 120 deserving veterans. Pictured, above, are the medals that
were presented.

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law

including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,

child support, division of assets, palimony,

premarital agreements, domestic partnerships,

restraining orders, post-divorce motions due to

changed financial circumstances, residence

removal from New Jersey, visitation

modifications and transfers of custody.

340 North Avenue      Cranford, New Jersey 07016

MARIO C. GURRIERI, ESQ.
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI, HEWIT & PALATUCCI

908-272-0200
www.dhplaw.net

For More Information:

32 years of continuous practice in Family Law

Union County Early Settlement Arbitration

Panelist 25 years

Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian

Accredited Mediator

Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely,

Williams & Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?

received a permit to restock the pond with
fish, which will also help the algae prob-
lem. He could not say that the problems
would be resolved before the winter.

He said that he will be looking into
improving the flow to and from the
pond, as well as whether or not the old
aerators should be repaired or some-
thing new installed.

Resident Jim Baker was the first to
bring up the proposed parking deck at
Prospect and Elm Streets. He said that
while the town is only allowing the use
of $1.2 million to help offset taxes, when
that increases by 2 percent a year, after
25 years it would total $9.2 million. He
said that the PILOT (Payment In Lieu Of
Taxes) and maintenance costs cancel
each other out.

First Ward Councilman Peter
Echausse said that the current model
only goes out 10 years. He said that
there is the possibility that the parking
system could be converted to a utility,
which could give money back to the
town to offset taxes.

First Ward Councilman Sal Caruana
was the first to raise his voice saying
that the council is capping the amount
of revenue that can be used to offset
taxes for the next 25 years.

Third Ward Councilman Mark
Ciarrocca said that rates were raised for
parking improvements, and if the deck
is not built many people think the rates
should be rolled back.

Fourth Ward Councilman Larry
Goldman said that he would not have
voted to increase parking fees over the
years if there had not been a plan to
build something.

Councilman Caruana continued to be
critical of the current financial model as it
did not include other financing options,
but was “front loaded on the profit end
because that was going to get votes.” He
said that by going for a shorter-term loan,
the town could save millions of dollars in
interest payments.

Councilman Goldman said he doesn’t
feel the council has ruled out those
possibilities, but called Councilman
Caruana’s interpretation of the finance
disengenuous.

First Ward Councilman Peter Echausse
told the councilmen to be realistic, “we
ain’t rolling anything back.” He did point
out that the $100,000 a year in the first
three years of the model would more
likely be used as part of the down pay-
ment on the loan.

Mr. Baker said that consultant Tim
Tracy said that 75 cents an hour meters
was the standard, but no other town in
the area has that high cost. He then
began to raise his voice about the lack
of enforcement of meter feeding, and
when Mayor Gregory McDermott tried
to cut his time off, Mr. Baker yelled he
would be voting no on Tuesday, No-
vember 2.

The mayor had previously stated that
each resident would be allotted three
minutes of time to speak, which Town
Attorney Robert Cockren reiterated to
Allen Solomon.

Mr. Solomon said that the finances
did not include money for the school
system should children move into the
associated development. He said that
three kids would cost the town $36,000.

With Second Ward Councilman Rafael
Betancourt and Third Ward Councilman
Andrew Skibitsky absent from the meet-
ing, the council heard a presentation on
loitering in the downtown.

Last month, Westfield resident Eric
Zakarin approached the council about
putting loitering laws into effect after
his son was assaulted in the parking lot
behind Starbucks.

Police Chief Bernard Tracy acknowl-
edged that there is a “major problem”
with teenagers hanging out in the parking
lot behind Starbucks. He said that in May
the “Beat Check” program was started
where an officer is stationed in the park-
ing lot. A log is kept of how many kids
were there, their behavior and if any
action was needed by police.

The chief said that chasing the kids
from that area only moves them to the
train station or other parking lots.

“For the most part, their behavior is
fine,” Chief Tracy said. He said that
since the start of Beat Check there has
been a reduction in the number of as-
saults and police calls in the area.

He also told the council that this is
“not a new problem” and recalled hav-
ing to chase Town Administrator James
Gildea away from Hill’s Ice Cream
when he was younger.

The Finance Committee will be look-
ing into the costs associated with hav-
ing a dedicated officer at the location in
next year’s budget.

Third Ward Councilman and member
of the Public Safety, Transportation and
Parking Committee Mark Ciarrocca re-
ported that the committee met with the
citizen’s traffic advisory committee for
the first time and gave them the reports
from Wilbur Smith on needs for traffic
calming in eight areas of town.

He also reported that residents on
North Euclid Avenue are complaining
about parking, speeding and trucks over
the tonnage requirement on their street.
The committee is recommending in-
creased radar patrol.

Councilman Ciarrocca also reported
that while the council thought they did
not need State Department of Transpor-
tation approval to put a right turn only
sing at the corner of Rahway Avenue and
Shackamaxon Drive, they in fact do.
Though the signs are in place, the police
are unable to enforce the rule until state
approval is received.

The council will hold its regular pub-
lic meeting on Tuesday, October 12, at
8 p.m.

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
DEBATE AND CELEBRATE…Assemblywoman Linda Stender (D-22) held a party
at the Sun Tavern in Fanwood to celebrate the first Presidential debate. Pictured, from
left to right, are: Lori Kennedy, First Lady Dina Matos McGreevey, Assemblywoman
Stender, Rahway Mayor Jim Kennedy, and Karen Golding of Prudential.Tamaques Area Residents

Complain About Pond Scum
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

bathrooms, lighting systems, a heat-
ing system and a new updated kitchen.
He also stated that in his business he
preserves as many old homes as pos-
sible telling the board that he pre-
serves approximately 75 percent of
all older homes that he purchases. He
added that in this case the home just
needed too much work in addition to
the high cost of moving it.

As they did at the February meet-
ing, members of the planning board
stated that granting another appeal
for the subdivision was contingent
on Mr. Pijanowski receiving ap-
proval from the site plan review
committee for the new structures on
the lots.

In other business, the board memo-
rialized an approval they had granted
last month to subdivide properties at
1608 Boynton Avenue and 126 Mas-
sachusetts Avenue from owner Rich-
ard Palmer. The application granted
last month was carried over from Au-
gust due to the fact the members of
the board asked the applicant to
modify his application.

In September, board members and
Board Chairman James Boyle asked
Mr. Palmer to scale down the houses.
Architect Michael Giambalvo, who
was hired by Mr. Palmer, complied
with the board’s request, submitting
plans that do not exceed 34 feet in
height, do not exceed 2,700 square

Elm Street Developer Given
Second Nod For Subdivision

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

feet for the interior and do not ex-
ceed 3,000 square feet for the corner
lot.

In other business, the application
for A&R Westfield Broad Street will
be heard at a special meeting sched-
uled for Tuesday, October 19, at 8
p.m. The applicant is seeking permis-
sion to construct a three-story mixed-
use building with retail on the first
floor, residential on the second and
third floors and enclosed parking.

It was also announced that an ap-
plication regarding the major subdi-
vision of 254 Seneca Place will be
heard at the Thursday, November 4,
meeting and that a minor subdivision
for 515 Sherwood Parkway is sched-
uled for the Monday, December 6,
meeting.

The next regularly scheduled plan-
ning board meeting will be held on
Thursday, November 4, at 8 p.m.

WF, SP, MS War Veterans
Honored With State Medal

WESTFIELD – Two special award
ceremonies were held on September
20 at the Westfield National Guard
Armory located at 500 Rahway Av-
enue in Westfield to recognize veter-
ans with the New Jersey Distinguished
Service Medal.

Recipients whose service was rec-
ognized by the award of the Bronze
Star, Purple Heart, Air Medal or the
equivalent would receive a NJ Distin-
guished Service medal with an oak
leaf cluster.

Area residents who received the NJ
Distinguished Service Medal in-
cluded Private 1st Class Fred Butler
of Mountainside, Sergeant Anthony
McLeavey and Staff Sergeant Walter
Teets of Scotch Plains.

Area Korean Service Medals re-
cipients included Sergeant James

Doherty and Private 1st Class Russell
Romeo of Westfield; Petty Officer
3rd Class Pasquale Fernicola and
Sergeant William Leber of
Mountainside; Sergeant Harold Hill,
Sergeant 1st Class Henry Hoffman,
Sergeant Joseph Sanguiliano and
Corporal Donald Wussler of Scotch
Plains.

Richard Manrodt of Westfield re-
ceived the New Jersey Distinguished
Service Medal with Oak Leaf Clus-
ter.

The NJ Distinguished Service
medal was originally issued in 1858
for those who distinguished them-
selves in the New Jersey Militia, but
was used infrequently until reautho-
rized by Governor Thomas Kean in
1988. It is New Jersey’s highest mili-
tary award.

WESTFIELD
POLICE BLOTTER

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 2
Andrew Garrison, 19, of Westfield

was arrested on Boulevard and charged
with driving while intoxicated and with
refusal to take a breathalyzer test. He
was subsequently released to a respon-
sible party.

Attempted Home Burglary
Interrupted by Neighbor

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD -- A home burglary
on North Scotch Plains Avenue was
averted Monday afternoon when an
alert neighbor spotted and confronted
the intruder, causing the suspect to
flee.

At 4 p.m., the neighbor, who knew
the homeowner was out, saw the sus-
pect knock on the rear door of the
house and then attempt to enter, Lieu-
tenant John Parizeau of the Westfield
Police Department said.

When asked by the witness what he
was doing there, the intruder fled
through the front door of the house,
according to the lieutenant. The neigh-

bor chased the suspect on foot about
100 yards onto Drake Place, where
the suspect fled into the woods.

The suspect was described as a
white male, approximately five feet
and eight inches tall, with a thin build
and a blond goatee. He was wearing a
brown fleece pullover with a hood
and dark baggy pants.

It did not appear anything was taken
from the home, Lieutenant Parizeau
stated. The Union County Sheriff’s
Department K-9 Unit responded to
the scene, but the suspect had not
been apprehended as of press time.
The lieutenant said no other incidents
of this kind had been reported in the
vicinity recently.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Lanigan
tain Avenue home and property to the
town. In the agreement with the town
he was able to live in the home for the
remainder of his life without paying
property taxes. He stipulated that the
town could only use the property for
government or charitable purposes.

Earlier this year the mayor signed an
agreement with the historical society for
them to lease the property from the town.
The agreement is for an 18-month lease
that would give the historical society
access to the house and give it the oppor-
tunity to raise funds to renovate it.

Westfield School Bd. Previews
Estimated 2004-2005 Budget

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

quires a reduction of the school district’s
fund balance, which was estimated to
stand at $2,805,545 as of June 30 of this
year. Under S-1701, the district must
appropriate any funds from the fund
balance in excess of 3 percent of the
2004-2005 operating budget of
$69,449,416. As a result, the school
district appropriated $722,062 on July
1 to be put towards tax relief. The fund
balance will be reduced even further in
the budget for the 2005-2006 school
year, at which point any funds in excess
of 2 percent of the budget must be
appropriated for tax relief.

In the 2005-2006 budget, the adver-
tised per pupil administrative cost may
not be greater than the same cost during
the 2004-2005 school year, accounting
for inflation against the CPI, or 2.5
percent, whichever is greater.

Additionally, the new legislation puts
restrictions on what school districts may
add as second ballot question to the
budget vote each April. According to
Mr. Berman’s report, “second ballot
questions may not contain any pro-
grams or services that were included in
the districts’ prior year’s budgets or any
new programs or services necessary to
achieve the Core Curriculum Content
Standards.”

S-1701 also places restrictions on
transfers of funds from general funds to
any of 25 line account categories in the
budget.

Following Mr. Berman’s presenta-
tion, the board passed a resolution
strongly condemning S-1701, saying
that it “alters school district financial
practices and, in fact, could result in
property tax increases.” The resolution
continues, stating “S-1701 will require

school districts to decrease their capital
reserve accounts and reduce the spend-
ing growth limit, or cap, on school
district operating budgets, infringing
on school districts’ ability in the future
to meet the state’s Core Curriculum
Content Standards.” In the resolution,
the board asks that the state Legislature
repeal S-1701 immediately. The board
intends that copies of the resolution be
sent to both local and state representa-
tives.

Westfield Schools Superintendent Dr.
William Foley criticized the new legis-
lation, saying that, “decisions are being
taken out of the local community’s
hands.”

Board member Kimberley Rhodes
suggested that all local boards of edu-
cation show solidarity by requesting a
joint audience with State Assembly Rep-
resentatives Jon Bramnick and Eric
Munoz, both of whom voted against S-
1701.

After budget discussions had con-
cluded for the evening, the board went
on to approve a new District Technol-
ogy Plan, which will guide the district’s
goals for implementation of technol-
ogy for both educational and adminis-
trative purposes in coming years.

Board of Education Vice-President
Ginny Leiz addressed the document’s
fluid state. “I hope it becomes a more
polished and comprehensive list of our
intents,” she said.

Dr. Foley intends to update the board
on the implementation of the technol-
ogy plan in December.

The board’s next public meeting will
take place on Tuesday, October 19,
where it will discuss enrollment growth
and class size.

scheduled to be back in service this
weekend in Binghamton, NY.

Mr. Cotty said the Westfield town
and rider support was great. Nor-
mally, their events are 70 percent
subscribed by out of town train hob-
byists. In Westfield’s case, 80 percent
of the ticket sales were from local
residents – they went fast, he said.

“We hope to have a chance to visit
Westfield again,” Mr. Cottey con-
cluded.

For those seeking more informa-
tion on the train organization, please
see www.nyswths.org.

Photographs of the weekend train
rides can be seen at
www.goleader.com/04train.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Train Rides

Coffee With Conscience Series
Features Double-Bill Concert
WESTFIELD – Jay Mankita and

Karen Mal will perform on Saturday,
October 16, at the First United Meth-
odist Church, 1 East Broad Street in
Westfield, as part of the Coffee With
Conscience Concert Series.

The doors will open at 7:30 p.m.
and the concert will begin at 8 p.m.
The $14 admission fee will benefit

the Central Jersey Chapter of the
Names Project, commonly known as
the AIDS Quilt.

A guitarist and singer/songwriter,
Mr. Mankita’s music is rooted in
the traditions of acoustic folk and
American music, from blues to blue-
grass, from ragtime to country
swing. He has performed in clubs,
coffeehouses and festivals for over
25 years.

For more information on Mr.
Mankita or his CD, “Morning
Face,” please visit
www.jaymankita.com.

As a solo artist and accompanist on
mandolin, guitar and harmony vo-
cals, Ms. Mal has won numerous
awards and opened for and/or ap-
peared onstage with notable perform-
ers.

For more information on Ms. Mal,
please visit www.karenmal.com.

The series is made possible in part
by a HEART Grant (Heritage, Edu-
cation, Art – Reaching Thousands)
from the Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders. Private dona-
tions are encouraged.

For more information on the con-
cert series, please call (908) 522-
1501 or visit
www.coffeewithconscience.com.


