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F-SP Rotary Club Seeks  Public Help
To Restore Township’s Frazee House

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

The Fanwood-Scotch Plains Ro-
tary Club is in the early stages of a
process that will lead to the renova-
tion and restoration of the Revolu-
tionary War-era Frazee House on
Raritan Road in Scotch Plains.

As part of the centennial celebra-
tion of Rotary Clubs around the
world, each local chapter is adopt-
ing a lifetime sustaining project for
their community. The fate of the
Frazee House, which is situated on
the southern edge of the former
Terry-Lou Zoo property, has been
the subject of periodic discussion
by Scotch Plains officials in recent
years. There were proposals to sell
the house to a private developer so
that it could be refurbished while
the remainder of the former zoo
property, which is now owned by
the township, was converted into a
park.

Robert Kraus, a past president of
the Rotary Club, told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times, “we are at
the beginning of the beginning” of
what will likely be a lengthy pro-
cess to restore the Frazee House.
He said the building has been ex-

amined recently by historic consult-
ants and architects as part of the ini-
tial evaluation of its structural sound-
ness. Mr. Kraus said that while exten-

Horace R. Corbin for The Times
DEBATE AND CELEBRATE…Assemblywoman Linda Stender (D-22) held a party
at the Sun Tavern in Fanwood to celebrate the first Presidential debate. Pictured, from
left to right, are: Lori Kennedy, First Lady Dina Matos McGreevey, Assemblywoman
Stender, Rahway Mayor Jim Kennedy, and Karen Golding of Prudential.
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Publisher’s Note:
Special Election Edition
On Thursday, October 28, the

Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
Annual Special Election edition
of the newspaper will be mailed to
every home in the township and
the borough.

Due to the additional time re-
quired of our staff and by the
printer, submittals to the newspa-
per must be received by the end of
business day, Thursday, October
21, to ensure consideration for
inclusion in the special edition.
Please e-mail
editor@goleader.com.

Similarly, advertisers desiring
to be in this edition should contact
us immediately. Please call (908)
232-4407 or e-mail to:
sales@goleader.com. For more
information, please see
www.goleader.com.

Thank you for your assistance.
Horace R. Corbin

Publisher

sive work needs to be done, the
beams and the floorboards are in
“fantastic shape.”

Township Moving Forward
On Building Improvements

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

The Scotch Plains Township Coun-
cil is expected to take another step
forward next week on various repair
projects and other upgrades to the mu-
nicipal building, the library and the
public works building. At its meeting
next Tuesday, the council is expected to
approve two professional services reso-
lutions for the engagement of archi-
tects to provide preliminary analyses of
the three facilities and then make rec-
ommendations to the council.

The roof of the 30-year-old munici-
pal building is in great need of repair as
is its heating and ventilation system.
The 38-year-old library facility on Bartle
Avenue needs an estimated $500,000
in roof repairs, plumbing upgrades and
other renovations. The public works
building on Plainfield Avenue also suf-
fers from a leaking roof.

At its conference meeting on Tues-
day evening, the council heard a 45-
minute presentation from Brian
Hanifin of Hanifin Associates, a con-
struction management firm, about the
possibility of the council engaging
his company to oversee the three reno-
vation projects. Mr. Hanifin, whose
firm does most of its work in the
public sector, said that using a con-
struction management company could
save township funds because there
would then be no need to designate a
township employee who may or may
not be experienced in dealing with
the details of overseeing such a project
to manage the undertaking in addi-
tion to performing his or her own
township functions. Mr. Hanifin pro-
vided no cost estimates and the coun-
cil gave no indication one way or
another whether it might be favor-

FW Council Proposes Ordinance
To Pay for Off-Duty Police Officers

By ELIZABETH CORRELL
Specially Written for The Times

Fanwood Borough Council mem-
bers are weighing in with their sug-
gestions regarding a proposed ordi-
nance which would make changes in
the rules concerning work done by
police officers during their off-duty
hours.

“This is a requirement, based on
what the Attorney General has said is
necessary,” explained Borough At-
torney Dennis Estes.

The Administration and Finance
Committee reviewed the ordinance
and a lengthy discussion was held at
Tuesday’s agenda meeting.

Fanwood Officer Brian Bartiromo
asked questions and provided feed-
back during the open microphone
portion of the meeting.

When police officers work for non-
profit or other organizations and com-
panies in their off duty hours, the
borough is responsible for paying the
officers, and then receive reimburse-
ment from the company.

One problem, as explained by
Fanwood’s Chief Financial Officer
Fred Tomkins, is that the borough is
not legally allowed to pay the officers
out of borough funds; therefore it was
decided that a dedicated fund should
be created.

Officer Bartiromo suggested that
an ongoing escrow account would
work well, with all companies that
utilize officers putting in the funds,
so that the money would be available
to pay the officers immediately. Of-
ten the money is not reimbursed to the
borough from vendors for a lengthy
period of time; the ordinance would
require it be paid within 15 days.

To expedite matters, the police de-
partment would take over the pro-
cessing of paperwork, rather than the
staff at borough hall.

All non-profit agencies employing
police officers are currently required
to pay them for a minimum of four
hours. The council suggests that in-
stead the minimum would be two
hours.

Regarding the quantity of time
worked by officers on off duty jobs,
the council suggested that no officer
be allowed to work more than 12
hours in any 24-hour period. Officer
Bartiromo explained that current la-
bor laws for police officers restrict
the total to 16 hours per day. In addi-
tion, the ordinance would state that
any officer that is out sick will not be
allowed to work at an off duty job the
following day.

Borough Attorney Estes will send a
letter to the attorney for the
Policeman’s Benevolent Association
(PBA) explaining the opinions of the
council, and an additional meeting of
the administration and finance will
be held to discuss the proposed ordi-
nance in detail.

The ordinance, if passed, would go
into effect on January 1, 2005.

In other business, council mem-
bers discussed a letter from the Di-
rector of Fanwood’s Memorial Li-
brary, Dan Weiss. Fanwood’s His-

ably disposed to the idea.
Councilwoman Carolyn Sorge said

that representatives from a company
that provides enhanced production
and programming services for local
access cable television channels had
met recently with members of the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education about possible upgrades to
TV-34.

In January, Telvue had made a pre-
sentation to the township council
about its services, and Ms. Sorge said
on Tuesday that education officials
were “very excited” about the possi-
bilities.

She said the board was now wait-
ing for the council to take action.

Mayor Marks said he would first
like to meet with TV-34 Director
Robert Merkle to get his impressions
from the January presentation and
find out how he would work with
Telvue. The company’s technology
upgrades “would only enhance” what
TV-34 presently does.

With the county expected to con-
duct a deer census in the Ashbrook
Reservation in the next several weeks,
Township Manager Thomas Atkins

First Fanwood Downtown Forum Yields
Results, Brings Input From Residents

By DAVID GIALANELLA
Specially Written for The Times

The Fanwood Presbyterian Church
was alive on September 30 as dozens
of Fanwood residents came out to
participate in an open forum con-
cerning redevelopment in the down-
town area. The event was hosted by
the Fanwood Downtown Advisory
Committee (FDAC) and aimed at
educating and giving voice to the
public.

Over 20 residents actively partici-
pated with questions and concerns
surrounding proposed overhauling of
Fanwood’s downtown, specifically
the southwestern block of the Martine-
South Avenue intersection.

FDAC Chair and Councilman Joe
Higgins started the evening by thank-
ing members of the Fanwood Plan-
ning Board, the Office of Smart
Growth and other groups.

Mayor Colleen Mahr had some
brief words, explaining that the night’s
activities ought to be educational for
all concerned, noting she can “under-
stand skepticism and concerns you
may have.”

David Roberts of Schoor DePalma,
a consulting firm hired by the bor-
ough with $50,000 provided by the
Office of Smart Growth, gave a
PowerPoint presentation that outlined

dents, merchants and property own-
ers. The surveys posed questions re-
garding existing conditions down-
town and proposed redevelopment.

The vast majority of residents re-
ported that while they feel safe and
find parking quite convenient in
downtown Fanwood, they tend to do
their shopping in surrounding towns.
However, Mr. Roberts said that resi-
dents are “split” about parking logis-
tics as well as structure size and style
when asked about redevelopment.

Mr. Roberts explained that some
property owners would prefer to re-
develop on their own and some prefer
to sell and relocate. The majority,
however, said they would not want to
leave Fanwood in any instance.

Some merchants, Mr. Roberts
said, are hesitant to allow for resi-
dents living above their businesses.
Some feel as though no changes at
all are necessary, but many are ex-
cited, though afraid of being
“pushed out.”

Planning Board Chairman Gregory
Cummings interjected briefly to tell
the audience about a proposed expan-
sion of the Dunkin Donuts at Martine
and South Avenue, and proposed re-
development at 300 South Avenue.
Mr. Cummings stated that these ex-
amples could set a precedent for fur-
ther downtown development.

Mr. Roberts finished up by provid-
ing some examples of similar rede-
velopment projects that were suc-
cessful in towns such as Manville,
Irvington and Freehold, and offered
some architectural style ideas, spe-
cifically outlining Colonial and Vic-
torian styles. Overall, he said, a “sense

current surveys and suggested pos-
sible architectural and aesthetic routes
for redevelopment.

Fanwood was designated a rede-
velopment area in 2001, Mr. Roberts
explained, naming two categories for
redevelopment: mixed use retail/resi-
dential and solely residential. Under

the current redevelopment plan, resi-
dential structures would include at-
tached single-family town houses,
attached two-family town houses and
multifamily apartments.

Mr. Roberts went on to explain that
surveys have already been conducted
focusing on three main groups: resi-
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Benjamin B. Corbin for The Times
GREAT RESPONSE…On September 30 Fanwood had it’s first of three forums
to discuss the Fanwood redevelopment area. The night started out with introduc-
tions from Downtown Fanwood Advisory Committee Chairman Joe Higgins and
Mayor Colleen Mahr.

Steam Train Rides
Fascinates Passengers

Brooks Crandall for The Times
TAKE A LOAD OFF...Residents enjoyed the festivities at the annual Scotch
Plains Day event on Sunday. Pictured above a group of children take a seat amid
the festivities near town hall. The weekend long event began with a bonfire at
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School on Friday night.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Times
OGRE!...Shreck, the lovable ogre, was just one of the attractions at the annual
Fanny Wood Day Celebration in downtown Fanwood on Sunday. The fair also
included food, vendors, games and a beard growing contest.

Fred Rossi for The Times
FRAZEE HISTORY...On September 29 the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Rotary
Club held a dinner at Pantagis and presented the history of Betsy Frazee. The
club is working to gain interest in restoring the pre-revolutionary Frazee house
located adjacent to the old Terry-Lou Zoo property.

By HORACE R. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Times

The steam train rides last weekend
from Westfield to North Branch and
back along the Raritan Valley Line
attracted large crowds of sightseers

and riders from the Westfield region.
The events were sold out more than a
week in advance.

The events were scheduled to fea-
ture three trips a day on both Saturday
and Sunday, with vintage train cars
pulled by Steam Locomotive 142.

The second trip on Saturday had to
be cancelled as the locomotive devel-
oped a bearing problem. The third
ride on Saturday was completed suc-
cessfully, although the steam engine
was subsequently taken out of ser-
vice for the Sunday trips.

NJ Transit provided a diesel engine
to conduct the Sunday rides with the
vintage train cars so as not to disap-
point ticket holders.

The New York Susquehana and
Western Historical Society, a non-
profit organization of train enthusi-
asts, conducted the steam train rides.

The Downtown Westfield Corpo-
ration sponsored the rides as part of
the weekend Westfield Railroad Sale
Days.

Chris Cotty of the train group told
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
that they were disappointed that the
steam engine didn’t hold up. He
thanked NJ Transit for providing the
diesel engine backup. He said most
everyone enjoyed the ride on the vin-
tage train cars, although many had
missed seeing the steam locomotive
in action. Those that did see the loco-
motive were very enthusiastic, he
noted.
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K E N @ • P L A C E • S C H O O L

C O E D  N U R S E R Y & P R E - K • O P E N  H O U S E S

October 14 Open House Program November 14 

Coed Nursery & Pre-K Open House 
Thursday, October 14, 2004, 9-11 a.m.

All School • Nursery – Grade 12
Sunday, November 14 , 2004, 1-3 p.m.

Kent Place School • 42 Norwood Avenue • Summit, NJ  07902–0308 • 908.273.0900 • www.kentplace.org

Kent Place School is an all-girls K through 12 independent college-preparatory 
day school with a coeducational nursery and pre-kindergarten program.

9:00 - 9:15 | Refreshments & Registration | 1:00 - 1:15

9:15 - 10:00 | Information Session | 1:15 - 2:00

10:00 - 11:00 | Tours | 2:00 - 3:00

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Times
VERY DESERVING…The New Jersey Department of Military and Veterans
Affairs gave out Distinguished Service Medals and Meritorious Service Medals on
September 30 to over 120 deserving veterans. Pictured, above, are the medals that
were presented.

A
• Life Insurance
• Disability Insurance
• Long Term Care
• Employee Benefits

      908.233.0920

Art
Ammermuller
“Helping People”
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Frazee House
Initially, he said, the Rotary Club

is hoping to spearhead public inter-
est in the project and then begin
raising money for the renovations
from local businesses, private foun-
dation grants and public donations.

Last week, a Rotary Club-spon-
sored reception was held at Snuffy’s
Pantagis restaurant to begin the pro-
cess of raising public interest in the
Frazee House project. The Rotary
Club sees a renovated Frazee House
doing for the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood community what the
Miller-Cory House has done in
Westfield.

As for potential future uses for
the Frazee House, Mr. Kraus said
“we haven’t really thought it
through,” although he said that,
personally, he’d like to see it used
by local community groups.

During the Revolutionary War,
legend has it that when British Gen-
erals Charles Cornwallis and Wil-
liam Howe were in the area, they
were drawn to the Frazee House by
the aroma of freshly baked bread.
When Betsy Frazee opened the
door, the two men asked for some
of her bread. She agreed to give
them some, but told them she was
doing it more out of fear than love.
Insulted by her remark, the two
generals became angry, refused the
bread and headed towards
Westfield.

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law

including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,

child support, division of assets, palimony,

premarital agreements, domestic partnerships,

restraining orders, post-divorce motions due to

changed financial circumstances, residence

removal from New Jersey, visitation

modifications and transfers of custody.

340 North Avenue      Cranford, New Jersey 07016

MARIO C. GURRIERI, ESQ.
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI, HEWIT & PALATUCCI

908-272-0200
www.dhplaw.net

For More Information:

32 years of continuous practice in Family Law

Union County Early Settlement Arbitration

Panelist 25 years

Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian

Accredited Mediator

Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely,

Williams & Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?

WF, SP, MS War Veterans
Honored With State Medal

WESTFIELD – Two special award
ceremonies were held on Septem-
ber 20 at the Westfield National
Guard Armory located at 500
Rahway Avenue in Westfield to rec-
ognize veterans with the New Jer-
sey Distinguished Service Medal.

Recipients whose service was rec-
ognized by the award of the Bronze
Star, Purple Heart, Air Medal or the
equivalent would receive a NJ Dis-
tinguished Service medal with an
oak leaf cluster.

Area residents who received the
NJ Distinguished Service Medal in-
cluded Private 1st Class Fred Butler
of Mountainside, Sergeant Anthony
McLeavey and Staff Sergeant Walter
Teets of Scotch Plains.

Area Korean Service Medals re-
cipients included Sergeant James
Doherty and Private 1st Class
Russell Romeo of Westfield; Petty
Officer 3rd Class Pasquale Fernicola
and Sergeant William Leber of
Mountainside; Sergeant Harold
Hill, Sergeant 1st Class Henry
Hoffman, Sergeant Joseph
Sanguiliano and Corporal Donald
Wussler of Scotch Plains.

Richard Manrodt of Westfield re-
ceived the New Jersey Distinguished
Service Medal with Oak Leaf Clus-

ter.
The NJ Distinguished Service

medal was originally issued in 1858
for those who distinguished them-
selves in the New Jersey Militia,
but was used infrequently until re-
authorized by Governor Thomas
Kean in 1988. It is New Jersey’s
highest military award.

toric Preservation Commission re-
cently published a historical back-
ground book about the borough; how-
ever they were unable to come up
with the funds necessary to purchase
copies of the book to sell to the public
at various events.

The library loaned $2,000 to the
commission to cover the cost. The
Library’s Board of Trustees has ob-
jected strongly to the loan, emphasiz-
ing that, “they didn’t know it was
happening, they felt it shouldn’t have
been done, they want it to be re-
tracted, and they feel it shouldn’t hap-
pen again,” stated Acting Mayor
Kathrine Mitchell.

Chief Financial Officer Tomkins
and Borough Attorney Estes went
over in detail the financial and legal
specifics of the loan, and it was de-
cided that Borough Attorney Estes
will establish a process to handle
such situations in the future.

Borough Engineer Joseph Pryor pre-
sented a report to the council, updating
them on the status of several public
works projects currently being done in
the borough. A recent addition to the
borough staff, Mr. Pryor was thanked
by council members for the clarity and
thoroughness of his report, including a
map specifying project locations.

Councilman Jack Molenaar felt this
would be of great assistance to the
borough in keeping track of and com-
pleting projects.

Construction is expected to begin
this week on the long awaited new
communication tower, to be built at
borough hall.

Fanwood police have been anx-
iously awaiting the new tower, as its
additional height and safety features
will allow for the proper functioning

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

FW Council Proposes Ordinance
To Pay for Off-Duty Police Officers

of the department’s communications
system, as well as protecting the ra-
dio equipment from lightning strike
damage.

Homeowners surrounding borough
hall have come to the council with
objections to the tower and its pos-
sible effect on property value.

The beleaguered construction job
on Westfield Road is still in need of
completion. A Department of Trans-
portation (DOT) project, done jointly
with the Township of Scotch Plains,
was “99.5 percent completed when
the contractor went bankrupt and dis-
appeared,” explained Mr. Pryor. Still
to be done are two driveways, at an
expected cost of $3,000 to $4,000, as
well as crosswalk handicap ramps
that were not done.

“The installation of the ramps is
the decision of the DOT,” said Mr.
Pryor.

Mr. Pryor announced that the bor-
ough has applied for a Livable Com-
munities Grant to cover the cost of
work planned for the baseball field
and tennis courts at LaGrande Park.
Residents have repeatedly voiced
concerns over safety issues with base-
balls flying from the field onto the
adjacent playground and the deterio-
rated state of the tennis courts.

The council will meet again next
Tuesday, October 12, at 8 p.m.

Brooks Crandall for The Times
SCORE...The Strawberries celebrate a goal in the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Youth
Soccer League last Saturday morning.

Westfield Board of Education Eyes
Estimated 2005-2006 School Budget

By ED COONEY
Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD -- The Westfield
Board of Education’s estimated budget
for the 2005-2006 school year is
$72,146,043, an increase of $2,696,627,
or approximately 3.8 percent over the
2004-2005 budget. The projected in-
crease is 33 percent lower than last
year’s increase.

This estimated budget, provided to
the board by Secretary Robert Berman
at the  meeting on Tuesday, comes in
the wake of recently passed state legis-
lation that requires alterations to the
way school districts handle budgetary
planning.

The legislation, referred to in Mr.
Berman’s report as S-1701, makes five
major changes in the budgeting process.
First, it requires a reduction of the yearly
budget CAP, which controls how much a
school district’s budget can increase each
year. According to Mr. Berman’s report,
starting in the 2005-2006 school year,
“the base budget CAP has been reduced
from 3 percent to 2.5 percent or the
Consumer Price Index (CPI), whichever
is greater.” The CPI is anticipated to be
calculated at 3.01 percent.

Once taken into consideration, the
statutes of S-1701 dictate that the school
district’s 2005-2006 budget could not
rise to more than $71,539,843 before
allowances are made for Spending
Growth Adjustments.

Spending Growth Adjustments al-
low for districts to seek funds in excess
of the CAP in spending areas that see
above-normal growth. For the projected
2005-2006 budget, the Westfield School
District can seek adjustments for en-
rollment growth and increases in spe-
cial education costs in the amount of
$606,200.

Secondly, the legislation requires a
reduction of the school district’s fund
balance, which was estimated to stand
at $2,805,545 as of June 30 of this year.
Under S-1701, the district must appro-
priate any funds from the fund balance
in excess of 3 percent of the 2004-2005
operating budget of $69,449,416. As a
result, the school district appropriated
$722,062 on July 1 to be put towards
tax relief. The fund balance will be
reduced even further in the budget for
the 2005-2006 school year, at which
point any funds in excess of 2 percent of
the budget must be appropriated for tax
relief.

In the 2005-2006 budget, the adver-
tised per pupil administrative cost may
not be greater than the same cost during
the 2004-2005 school year, accounting
for inflation against the CPI, or 2.5
percent, whichever is greater.

Additionally, the new legislation puts
restrictions on what school districts
may add as second ballot question to
the budget vote each April. According
to Mr. Berman’s report, “second ballot
questions may not contain any pro-
grams or services that were included in
the districts’ prior year’s budgets or any
new programs or services necessary to
achieve the Core Curriculum Content
Standards.”

S-1701 also places restrictions on
transfers of funds from general funds to
any of 25 line account categories in the
budget.

Following Mr. Berman’s presenta-
tion, the board passed a resolution
strongly condemning S-1701, saying
that it “alters school district financial
practices and, in fact, could result in
property tax increases.” The resolution
continues, stating “S-1701 will require
school districts to decrease their capital
reserve accounts and reduce the spending
growth limit, or cap, on school district
operating budgets, infringing on school
districts’ ability in the future to meet the
state’s Core Curriculum Content Stan-
dards.” In the resolution, the board asks
that the state Legislature repeal S-1701
immediately. The board intends that cop-
ies of the resolution be sent to both local
and state representatives.

Westfield Schools Superintendent Dr.
William Foley criticized the new legis-
lation, saying that, “decisions are being
taken out of the local community’s

hands.”
Board member Kimberley Rhodes

suggested that all local boards of educa-
tion show solidarity by requesting a joint
audience with State Assembly Repre-
sentatives Jon Bramnick and Eric Munoz,
both of whom voted against S-1701.

After budget discussions had con-
cluded for the evening, the board went
on to approve a new District Technol-
ogy Plan, which will guide the district’s
goals for implementation of technol-
ogy for both educational and adminis-
trative purposes in coming years.

Board of Education Vice-President
Ginny Leiz addressed the document’s
fluid state. “I hope it becomes a more
polished and comprehensive list of our
intents,” she said.

Dr. Foley intends to update the board
on the implementation of the technol-
ogy plan in December.

The board’s next public meeting will
take place on Tuesday, October 19,
where it will discuss enrollment growth
and class size.

of place” is crucial to successful re-
development.

During the public participation
portion of the meeting, residents
approached the podium to provide
feedback, something Mayor Mahr
and Mr. Roberts spoke of as an
integral part of any redevelopment
plan.

Fanwood residents posed no real
opposition to the fundamental idea of
redeveloping, but many took issue
with specific potential problems such
as increased traffic and revamped
parking.

A great number of citizens were
apprehensive about the proposed resi-
dential space, citing the possibility of
over crowded schools as a major de-
terrent.

Frank Campion mentioned that
environmental factors must be taken
into account. Mr. Roberts responded
saying that no one was sure about the
environmental issue, but that cleanup
is not usually something the borough
itself would pay for.

Mark Duffy’s comments incited
widespread applause after he raised
issues of increased taxes and addi-
tional students in the school system.
Mr. Duffy also cited increased traffic
as a major concern, saying, “We don’t
have big roads.” Mr. Duffy added that
new space should include “mostly
retail.”

Mr. Roberts responded to the traf-
fic query by explaining that any extra
traffic would be generated at differ-
ent times of the day, not all at once, so
the impact should not be too dra-
matic.

Anthony DiFabio explained that
while he is in full support of redevelop-
ment, three-story buildings could be
“too imposing” in “not that big a space.”

Anne Marie Hurtado, a former
resident of Staten Island explained
that she moved to Fanwood to avoid
overpopulation, and that residen-
tial structures are “not the way to
go.”

Doug Parker expressed a need
for added retail space, saying that
in downtown Fanwood, “there’s not
much to do, if you’re not looking
for a prescription or Chinese food.”

Michele Fugett mentioned that it
was “not fair” to schedule a public
meeting on the same night as back-
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to-school night, which kept many resi-
dents from attending the meeting in
its entirety.

After hearing many voices, Chair-
man Higgins returned to the podium
and apologized for the scheduling
conflict and reassured residents that
the conflict was unintentional, and
that the meeting had been scheduled
fairly long ago.

Mayor Mahr told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times after the meeting, “I
think it was a tremendous success.”

Mr. Higgins explained that there
are plans to hold “an instant replay of
this meeting” in mid-October to give
more citizens a chance to provide
feedback.

Mr. Roberts, when asked about the
apprehension surrounding new resi-
dential space, explained that there is
“no one formula.” Mr. Roberts added,
“The hard part is finding a match
between what the community wants
and what the marketplace can pro-
vide.”

The next forum will be held on
Wednesday, October 20, at 7:30 p.m.
at the Fanwood Presbyterian Church
located on Martine Avenue.

Robert Harvey for The Times
LOCOMOTIVE NOSTALGA...The ‘Ol 142’ steam locomotive with vintage train
cars puffs into Westfield Station last Saturday morning to pick up passengers for
a nostalgic trip down the Raritan Valley Line. ‘Ol 142’ broke down during the
weekend long event but NJTransit came to the rescue with a diesel engine to
accomodate the sellout crowds. More photos can be seen at www.goleader.com/
04train.

said he would recommend that some
of the surrounding streets also be
included in the count since deer are
frequently seen in residents’ yards
and on the streets. Once a date for the
start of the census is finalized, resi-
dents living near the reservation will
be notified since the deer count will
be conducted at night by personnel
using flashlights.

Mayor Marks said he was going to
be testifying this week before the
Governor’s Constitutional Conven-
tion Task Force on property tax re-
form. The group is setting up the
parameters of a convention, the make-
up of delegates, the scope and nature
of discussions to be allowed, etc.

The mayor said the timetable at
present is for a statewide ballot ques-
tion in November 2005 asking voters
whether they favored the convening
of a convention. If that referendum
passed, then a convention would be
convened in early 2006, with another
ballot referendum in November 2006
on whatever property tax reform pro-
posals result.
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The locomotive was towed from
Dunellen to Little Ferry, NY for re-
pairs. A special brass bearing has
been flown from Oregon to Pennsyl-
vania for final machining to com-
plete the repair. Locomotive 142 is
scheduled to be back in service this
weekend in Binghamton, NY.

Mr. Cotty said the Westfield town
and rider support was great. Nor-
mally, their events are 70 percent
subscribed by out of town train hob-
byists. In Westfield’s case, 80 per-
cent of the ticket sales were from
local residents – they went fast, he
said.

“We hope to have a chance to visit
Westfield again,” Mr. Cottey con-
cluded.

For those seeking more informa-
tion on the train organization, please
see www.nyswths.org.

Photographs of the weekend train
rides can be seen at
www.goleader.com/04train.
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Scotch Plains Resident
Participates in F&M
Community Service
SCOTCH PLAINS – Judith

Brown, a first-year student from
Scotch Plains, participated in
Putting it Together in the Com-
munity, a community service
project at Franklin & Marshall
College in Lancaster, Pa.

The program is a four-and-a-
half-day workshop designed to
introduce freshmen to volunteer
opportunities in Lancaster
County. Students arrive prior to
freshman orientation and partici-
pate in a variety of workshops
designed to help them think criti-
cally about social issues, meet a
variety of community leaders and
develop leadership opportunities
for the next four years.

Previous workshops have in-
cluded pairing students with
school-aged children who are
themselves getting ready for
school; a Habitat for Humanity
project; an environmental work-
shop designed to clean up some
of the area’s streams and parks;
and pairing students with area
senior citizens.

A 2004 graduate of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School, Judith is the
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Charles
Brown of Scotch Plains.


