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5 DAYS ONLY. COME IN FOR TREMENDOUS SAVINGS ON SHIFMAN MATTRESSES. PLUS

AN ADDITIONAL 10% ON OUR TWO BEST SELLING QUILTED STYLES. SHIFMAN IS THE ULTIMATE

IN HANDCRAFTED QUALITY, COMFORT, AND DURABILITY. SO IF YOU’VE BEEN THINKING

OF PURCHASING A MATTRESS, NOW IS THE TIME TO DO IT. DON’T HESITATE. 

TWIN EA. PC.
FULL EA. PC.
QUEEN SET
KING SET

Sugg.
560
690

1600
2420

TWIN EA. PC.
FULL EA. PC.
QUEEN SET
KING SET

Valley Furniture Shop  
Exquisite 18th Century Reproductions

20 Stirling Road, Watchung, NJ 07069 • (908)756-7623

Monday thru Saturday 10:00-5:30 • Thursday Evening 'till 9 • Sunday 1-5

- ADDITIONAL STYLES STARTING AT $119. EA. PC. -

Sugg.
350
470
1120
1630

Sale
$189
$249
$599
$899

Extra 10%
$170
$224
$539
$809

Extra 10%
$269
$341
$809
$1214

Sale
$299
$379
$899
$1349

CRYSTAL SAPPHIRE

5 DAYS TO SAVE!

SAVE 35-50%
ON HANDCRAFTED SHIFMAN MATTRESSES

PLUS AN ADDITIONAL 10%

ON OUR TWO BEST SELLING QUILTED STYLES.

5 DAYS ONLY • SALE ENDS MONDAY 10/11

Serving The Community For 30 Years

JUXTAPOSE GALLERY

58 Elm Street• Westfield
908-232-3278

www.juxtaposegallery.com

Design Consultation &
Creative  Matting

Needlepoint

Shadow  Boxes for
Memorabilia

Box Framing

Mirrors

JUXTAPOSE
GALLERY

Creative Custom
Framing

CH

M

IEDE
TREE EXPERT CO.

• Trimming
• Repairs
• Removal

Modern Equipment
State Certified
Immediate Service

Insured For Your Protection

908-233-TREE

SSCHMIEDE

908-233-8733

DID YOU KNOW . . .
Weed killers don’t know the

difference between a Dandelion
and a Dogwood tree.

Celebrating our 50th year
in the Tree Business

520 South Avenue 
Westfield, NJ 07090

908.301.0800 

44 Elm Street
Westfield, NJ 07090

908.518.9333

www.townbank.com I N S U R E D

• FREE unlimited checkwriting and transactions
• FREE Visa® Check Card™
• FREE Telephone Banking
• FREE first order of basic checks
• FREE of monthly service charge if daily balance of

$1,000 or higher is maintained

Hurry! Open your account today
and receive a $25 Westfield Gift Coin
redeemable at participating businesses

in downtown Westfield!**

*APY = Annual Percentage Yield. Balances of less than $25,000 earn .50% APY. Rates subject
to change based on market conditions and without notice. Minimum balance to open is $25,000.
If account is closed prior to 1 year, a $25.00 service fee is assessed. If balance is below $1,000,
there is a $10 monthly service fee and no interest is earned. Offer applies only to new accounts,
new money, and funds may not be transferred from an existing Town Bank account.

**Gift coins available only while supplies last. Offer may be withdrawn without notice.
Tax liability is responsibility of the account holder.

You Will Notice the Difference …
Town Super Checking!

on balances of $25,000 or more.

2.02%
Rate guaranteed until May 1, 2005. 
Applies to new accounts only.

APY*

908-518-0800  Toll Free: 866-518-0800
www.westfieldmortgage.com

WESTFIELD MORTGAGE

Equal housing lender. Licensed by the NJ Department of Banking and Insurance.

Free credit evaluation and approvals
Guaranteed closing costs
New home purchases
Construction loans
Refinances

President, Westfield Mortgage
NEIL SULLIVAN

TAKE A CHANCE… Raffle Chairman Jeff Stirrat, left, and Westfield Jaycees
President Jeff Pinkin show off the $38,000 2004 Mercedes C230 Sport Sedan, from
INTERCAR Mercedes Benz of Newton. The car will be raffled on Saturday,
October 23 at Temple Emanu-El in Westfield to raise funds for scholarships and
CONTACT We CARE Crisis Hotline. Call (908) 301-1899 or (908) 654-0433 for
information.

We appreciate the interest that was
shown on September 30 at the public
forum on Fanwood’s downtown redevel-
opment plans and thank everyone who
attended the session. Our community is
making good progress because
homeowners, merchants, downtown prop-
erty owners and the Downtown Advisory
Board are working together with the mayor
and borough council toward a consensus.

While downtown revitalization is high
on everyone’s list of priorities for
Fanwood’s future, we are keenly aware
that our parks also need attention. We
know that our ball fields and tennis courts
need improvements. We are working to
fix the problems and get these facilities
back into shape.

The softball fields at Forest Road Park
underwent extensive rehabilitation a few
years ago, but now there are irrigation and
drainage issues that must be addressed.
We are in the process of securing a grant
from the Union County Kids Recreation
Trust Fund to rectify the situation.

The tennis courts at LaGrande Park are
in poor condition and there are safety
concerns at the softball field and the play-
ground. We want to repair the tennis court
surfaces and purchase new nets and posts.
We also want to reconfigure the softball

Westfielder Concerned That Individuals
Opposed to Parking Deck Will Not Vote

Campaign Release - Fanwood DEMs

Reelect Kathy Mitchell for Council
Reelect Joseph Higgins for Council

More Letters to the Editor
Westfield Resident Offers Parking

Deck Opinions and Alternatives
I am a believer in the need for a parking

structure for our downtown area and rail
commuters. However, it’s in the wrong
place, the concept is overly grand and its
financial scheme is poorly conceived, as
a simple economic need has not been
determined.

Having stayed reasonably abreast over
the years of development and debate I
have come to the following conclusions:
The mayor’s position on the parking struc-
ture is untenable, probably contains some
unstated agendum, lacks a full under-
standing of the financial implications,
could be unreasonably biased by other
self-interested parties and is stuck in a
position with no means of face saving
extraction.

Some of the more vocal opponents’
illogical positions to the parking structure
and its proposed locations: fear of chang-
ing the enclave of Westfield, upmanship
between North and South sides of town,
the town should remain as it was in 1926,
a way to express their citizen prerogatives
and be stage center for some brief mo-
ment of their lives.

Some of the more vocal opponents’
logical positions to the parking structure
and its proposed location: it invades a
residential area, its location is a misfit for
the needs of its immediate area, does not
meet any rail commuter needs, financial
unreality, traffic and safety and why
should tax dollars support land owners’
downtown properties.

Based on the above noted positions,
there is a solution; it’s location, location,
location and a better financial plan. Lo-
cate the parking structure on the existing
parking lot across from the post office (as
previously proposed), expand the site by:
closing Lenox Avenue from Central to
North Avenues, acquiring the building at
the corner of North and Central Avenues,
provide convenient access to Quimby
Street and to the railroad station, build the

WE CARE Member Raises Questions
About Deck Construction Logistics

structure as tall as necessary to make it
financially feasible (aesthetics in that lo-
cation are less important as in other loca-
tions) with access from both Central and
North Avenues, acquire a small triangle
of Presbyterian Church property so as to
allow traffic to go from Mountain Av-
enue to Elmer Street thereby reducing
some of the Central Avenue traffic that is
headed east on North Avenue.

This proposed parking structure loca-
tion can help reduce traffic congestion in
the center of town and near schools, meet
many of the needs of the commuters,
shoppers and downtown employees and
does not invade residential areas.

The financial plan for the parking struc-
ture is quite simple and based on simple
economic need.

The primary benefactors of the parking
structure are the downtown landlords,
retailers, and commuters so structure the
finances somewhat as follows: 1) Deter-
mine the cost of construction and on-
going capital and operating expenses. 2)
Determine the range of gross revenue by
calculating the range of fees the commut-
ers, shoppers and downtown employees
would be willing to pay and still patronize
the parking structure. Calculating the oc-
cupancy ratios within the fee range, cal-
culating the gross revenue by multiplying
the annual occupancy ratios, by the total
annual number of available spaces, by the
various rate ranges. 3) Deduct the range
of gross revenue from all costs to arrive at
the deficit balances that would be re-
quired from the landowners. 4) Have a
special election of the downtown land-
owners seeking their authorization to as-
sume the additional tax burden. 5) If they
don’t approve it then there is no apparent
economic need for the structure. Their
approval recognizes an economic need.

Ralph Steinhart
Westfield

At a council conference session last
spring, Robert Powell of Nassau HKT,
mentioned that there would have to be
street closures for safety and liability rea-
sons during construction of the proposed
Prospect/Elm Street garage. He said it
wasn’t safe for “20-ton beams” to be
swinging over people’s heads.

Nassau HKT is working on a similar
project in the Borough of Princeton. The
garage portion of the project is about the
same size as the one proposed for Prospect
and Elm Streets. Princeton’s garage con-
sists of 439 precast concrete pieces. It was
reported in the Princeton newspapers that
it would take 400 - 420 individual trips to
transport them to the site. A 280-foot crane
was used to move the concrete sections.

However, before the sections went to the
construction site, they were first placed on
a vacant lot in Princeton Township (Route
206 near Herrontown Road) to be stored
and sorted so they could be delivered and
assembled in proper order. Photos of the
construction are available on the Princeton
website (www.princetonboro.org).

Some questions for the mayor and coun-

cil are: 1) Where is our staging/storage
area to be located? 2) What streets are to
be used for transport of the sections? 3)
Will Prospect Street and/or Elm Street be
closed for the duration of construction?
The crane cannot sit on the site - there’s
no room for it - therefore it will be prob-
ably be in the street. 4) How will traffic be
handled when these trucks are in motion?
5) What is the estimated cost for police
overtime? 6) What is the estimated loss in
parking revenue during construction? 7)
Where are shoppers, employees, and com-
muters going to park during construc-
tion? 8) What is the estimated financial
impact on businesses downtown? 9) Will
the construction keep shoppers away for
months and will they begin shopping in
other towns and not come back?

Just a few things to think about be-
tween now and Election Day. Personally,
I’ve thought about it and I’m voting “no”
on the referendum.

Jeffrey Messing
WE CARE

Westfield

WHS Senior Says Both Westfield
Intermediate Schools Are Excellent

The referendum on a parking garage is
all about the preservation of Westfield. I
am not convinced that a rosy financial
assessment which does not account for
remediation of proven toxic waste at the
proposed site or escalating cost of steel
and relies on draconian parking fee in-
creases and unsound municipal bond prac-
tices will result in a project free of addi-
tional tax burden to Westfield taxpayers.

I will not be fooled by projections that no
additional traffic or deterioration of pedes-
trian safety will result from the construction
of a 500-space garage. I will not be swayed
by proponents’ arguments that this will
benefit commuter parking when the town
has failed to demonstrate it can maintain a
verifiable commuter wait list. I am con-
cerned that the town will sell valuable street
front property at below market rates and

forever box in the remaining town property
on which the garage will be built. I cannot
believe that shoppers will venture into a
three story “L” shaped garage that hides all
parking spaces from street view when shop-
pers prefer to park fast on the street or in
open lots that are safe, lighted and can be
easily navigated. I can’t understand why
downtown employers do not improve street
parking by calling on their employees to
stop meter feeding or park in the South
Avenue train lot on weekends.

I am afraid that citizens who feel as I do
will not vote.

By voting in the non-binding referendum,
citizens will be sending a clear message. The
town council has promised to listen. This is
our chance to make a difference.

Robert Nehring
Westfield

Westfield’s Roosevelt Intermediate
School (RIS) is to be commended for its
recent Blue Ribbon Award from the
United States Department of Education,
as was covered in the September 30 edi-
tion of The Westfield Leader. However,
the constant spotlight on only one of
Westfield’s two fine middle schools is
not only disheartening, but also unfair.

As a Westfield High School senior, I
remember fondly my three years at Edison
Intermediate School (EIS). The support-
ive teachers, dedicated administration,
and excellent cafeteria cookies created an
enjoyable environment where it was easy
to learn.

Edison’s merit and uniqueness does
not lie in its students’ meeting some
arbitrary standard put forth by the fed-

eral government; rather, EIS prepares its
students for reality because of its ra-
cially, ethnically, religiously, economi-
cally and educationally diverse popula-
tion. Students graduate from EIS with a
firm grasp on tolerance, respect, conflict
resolution and the importance of com-
passion.

Let’s send our middle-schoolers the
right message: each school is excellent
in its own way. My personal advice to all
students at RIS and EIS: Take pride in
your school now, but keep in mind that in
a few years, those strangers on the other
side of the tracks will be your team-
mates, classmates, and maybe even your
best friends.

Annie Onishi
Westfield

Furthering Work on
Parks and Recreation

field and install new fencing so children
can play safely near the swings without
fear of being hit by a home run. Toward
that end, we have applied to the New
Jersey Department of Environmental Pro-
tection for a grant to renovate LaGrande
Park and thereby bring some of our tax
dollars back to our community.

Councilman Higgins is especially con-
cerned about our ball fields. An outstand-
ing baseball player at Rutgers, he later
played minor league baseball and was
voted into the Union County Baseball Hall
of Fame in 1992. He was a Little League
manager for 15 years and now his son,
Joseph, Jr., is an assistant baseball coach at
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School.

Fanwood is a great place to live and we
want to keep it that way. The Democratic
majority on the borough council secured
aid from Trenton and brought our taxes
dollars back to Fanwood. We want to
continue to build on the successes of the
past year with Mayor Colleen Mahr to
control taxes and maintain our unique
quality of life for the children, young
adults and senior citizens of Fanwood.
That is why we are running for seats on
the Borough Council in the Tuesday,
November 2 general election. And that is
why we are asking for your support.

If WF Can’t Handle Safety With Gas
Company, They Can’t Handle Deck

Westfield parents don’t take your eye of
the ball, vote “no” for the parking garage.

After months of debate, and months
and months of reading article upon article
in this paper regarding the parking ga-
rage, I finally made my decision in a
single day this very month and I think
most parents of school-age children will
agree. I will vote against the parking
garage when I vote in November, because
this town simply cannot handle the plan-
ning, the development, and the enforce-
ment it will take to build it, maintain it and
pay for it. It can’t handle all of those
things, and ensure the safety of our chil-
dren walking to school at the same time.

The first week of school my oldest
daughter left our house, along with dozen
or so other children in the neighborhood
to walk to Wilson school. On a normal
day, Wychwood Road can be dangerous
to cross, but on this day, the East Broad
Street gas line diversion turned it into a
literal highway of traffic. Of course, I
didn’t realize this until later that morning
when I left to take the rest of my children
to preschool. I had difficulty crossing the
road – an adult driving a minivan – nor
was there a crossing guard, policeman, or
detour sign in sight. I was left to wonder
how all the dozens of kids made it safely
to school that morning, walking on freshly
paved road with no sidewalks, and this
onslaught of traffic-people on their way
to work, people who had no idea where
they were, people who were annoyed by
all the construction delays in town.

Does there need to be another pedes-
trian fatality in this town before Chief
Tracy the mayor, the town engineer and
the town planner learn the definition of
the word “plan?” Who is responsible for
giving a permit to Elizebethtown Gas

without proper planning on their behalf?
There should have been a list of require-
ments a mile long for proper detour
signage and roadblocks, a plan for extra
crossing guards around schools and traf-
fic cops at every major intersection.

That very morning, still with four chil-
dren safely in my car, I stopped to speak to
the policeman directing traffic onto
Wychwood Road, who told me to speak to
Chief Tracy. I went to the police station
and spoke to the sergeant in the traffic
department, a women in the planning of-
fice, because it is actually impossible to
speak to the town planner (his number rolls
directly into the line of his assistant). I tried
to speak to Chief Tracey, and called him
several times and left messages, but was
told he was in a meeting all day. All anyone
could tell me that morning is that the
Traffic Department apparently doesn’t
have the staff to handle what really matters
to most of us-getting our kids safely to
school in the morning. So, ask yourselves,
upon the building of this parking garage,
which will surely bring about different
traffic patterns and certainly more traffic,
not to mention more strict enforcement all
over town, just to ensure revenues. Can the
Town of Westfield handle it? I say “no.”

When I left the police station that morn-
ing, and went back to my car in the parking
lot, I saw a car parked in the chief’s spot.
All I could wonder was, either someone
really had a lot of nerve, parking in the
chief’s spot, or maybe he walked to his
meeting! Hmmm, I hope he got there safely.

Dianne Moriarty
Westfield

More Letters on
Page 20


