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HUNG UP!!

By Milt Faith, Executive Director
Youth and Family Counseling Service

Woman Needs to Build Self-Esteem
To Find Love With Available Men

Letters to the Editor
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Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm

To Reach Us
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

Phone - (908) 232-4407
Mail-PO Box 250, Westfield 07091
PO Box 368, Scotch Plains 07076

Submittal Formats
Email Photos in color

Email Ads as pdf files in color
Please spell & grammar check

For more information, see
www.goleader.com/help

www.goleader.com/presskit
www.goleader.com/classifieds
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Hundreds of Bills and Laws Pass Each Year;
But Do the Old Ones Ever Get Eliminated?

A Confused Woman Writes: I
have dated married men most of my
life and, at age 36, I’m tired of chas-
ing after them. Most of the guys say
they love me and plan to leave their
wives, but there’s always a catch:
They want to wait until their children
are older, or until they get their raise
at work, or until something else is
resolved. I always feel they mean it,
but eventually, nothing happens. I
usually give up or they leave me.

Can you imagine how rejected I
feel? I’ve had other opportunities with
single men, but I seem to avoid them.
Everyone tells me I’m going to end
up single forever; maybe that is my
lot in life.

Answer: I don’t think being single
is necessarily your “lot” in life —
unless you make it so.

You’ve made a few comments which
need clarification. My impression is
that you are afraid (have anxiety) about
long-term commitments; conse-
quently, you become involved with
married men who have various needs
met with someone other than the
spouse. They continue the relation-
ship with all kinds of promises know-
ing their lover(s) will remain involved.

You avoid dating single men be-
cause of problems of emotional inti-
macy and confusion about your own
self-image. There are two things you
can do to help resolve this difficult
and sad situation:

1) Seek professional counseling.
This will help you gain a healthier and
stronger self-image, permitting you
(hopefully) to love and be loved, in
return, by someone who is available.

2) Remember this saying: Never
get involved with someone who is not
free from a legal and emotional con-
nection with a spouse.

A 40-Year-Old Woman Writes: My
parents, who are in their late 60s, accuse
me of wasting my life away, or rather,
running away from life. I’ve been a
secretary for most of my adult life, have
a few friends, and prefer to read or travel
to local parks or gardens, alone.

I’m not too comfortable with
people. To tell the truth, I enjoy going

Street Fairs Leave
Downtown WF Dirty
Westfield is known as a quality town.

But you would not know it last Sunday in
downtown Westfield. These honky tonk
affairs with hordes of out of towners
gobbling and spilling food and drink-
wrappings all over the area. Days later the
mess on the streets and sidewalks should
tell us enough is enough. Let’s rethink
where Westfield is going.

George Birchall
Westfield

Compliments to Town
For Railroad Weekend
Editor’s note: this letter was originally

sent to Town Administrator James Gildea.

* * * * * * *
Just a note to let you know how much

my family and I enjoyed the Railroad Sale
Days this weekend. It was quite the sight
to see the steam train in all it’s glory
puffing across the bridge at the South
Avenue Circle Saturday morning. It was
wonderful to see people from all over the
state come to enjoy this special weekend
and all our town has to offer. I was also
pleased to be able to exhibit some of the
Westfield Historic Society’s railroad
memorabilia. I know it stirred much in-
terest in the society’s quest to be able to
have a permanent home for our museum
and it’s archives. The Downtown
Westfield Corporation, as always, did an
amazing job organizing the event. We are
so fortunate to have such a positive force
in town. Thank you to your office and the
Downtown Westfield Corporation for al-
ways doing your best for Westfield.

Debby Burslem
Vice-President

Westfield Historic Society

With Cost of Spaces
Deck Doesn’t Pay Itself

It appears that there will be long dis-
cussions on the proper basis for calculat-
ing the risk of the parking facility to
Westfield residents. It seems to me that
the most simple and cleanest approach is
to divide the total number of additional
parking spaces by the total cost $10.13
million, resulting in a cost of $35,700 per
parking space.

If we then look at the revenue produced
by each parking space we see that it is less
than two percent return on the $35,700,
i.e., if the facility lasts more than 60 years
it might pay for itself if there are no
borrowed funds. If there is borrowing it
never pays off.

Bob Faris
Westfield

to bed early, because I have all kinds
of dreams which give me some sense
of satisfaction. Is it so wrong to spend
one’s life this way?

Answer: It is really your choice. I
do not get a sense that you are truly
happy, but feel secure in your lifestyle.
In particular, you are substituting
dreams for wide-awake life experi-
ences. It is in sleep that you receive
some comfort without taking risks in
real life. You are still young and may
want to talk to a professional thera-
pist to resolve some of your issues of
anxiety/isolation(?).

There is a wonderful song made
famous by the deceased Roy Orbison,
which clearly talks about the sce-
narios we play out in our dreams.
Please attempt another option; i.e.
therapy, to obtain a clearer under-
standing of yourself. The song that I
referred to is “In Dreams”:

“I close my eyes, then I drift away/
Into a magic night, I softly say/ A
silent prayer, like dreamers do/ Then
I fall asleep to dream, my dreams of
you/ In dreams I walk with you/ In
dreams I talk to you/ In dreams you’re
mine, all the time/ We’re together in
dreams, in dreams/ But just before
the dawn, I awake and find you gone.

I can’t help it if I cry/ I remember that
you said goodbye/ Too bad it always
seems it only happens in my dreams/ I
live in dreams, in beautiful dreams.”

A Senior Citizen Writes: I am 80
years young. My husband died three
years ago. I have a new male friend,
and we go square dancing, folk danc-
ing, and love to travel. I am healthy
and wealthy. My children would rather
I sit home and play with the grand-
children. They don’t feel that an 80-
year-old has the energy and desire to
have a friend and, yes, even make
love. I wonder if they are only con-
cerned about my money.

Answer: I don’t know if the latter is
true, but don’t give up your friend and
your enthusiasm for living. Tell them
you appreciate their concern, but as
you say, you are 80 years young — and
who’s counting anyway! Write me
how you are doing when you hit 85.

Westfielder Says Deck is Needed,
Criticizes The Westfield Leader

It is amazing how numbers can be
interpreted so differently. (I am referring
to the letters from Mayor McDermott and
Councilman Caruana in The Westfield
Leader two weeks ago.) What are we to
believe?

The mayor has been accused of push-
ing for a parking deck despite the vocal
opposition of some, as if he has some
sinister motive. On the other hand, when
Mr. Caruana ran for election, he cam-
paigned against the deck and the financial
plan and some of the studies had not yet
been completed. So, his opposition was
obviously for reasons other than econom-
ics. Why does he have an “obsession” (his
word, not mine)?

Thursday afternoon I was in the super-
market and a friend said that she was
undecided on the deck. She was con-
cerned by the addition of retail space and
apartments. I explained that they were
part of the way to ensure that the deck
would not raise taxes. They help make the
plan economically viable. Also, they make
the deck more physically attractive.

Friday afternoon my wife was shop-

ping at another store when one of the sales
clerks arrived (late for work). She com-
plained that she could not find a long-
term parking space. I had the same prob-
lem earlier when I tried to park in the lot
off of Prospect Street. And just try to find
a place to park around dinner time!

Do we need more parking spaces? That
is the basic question. Anyone who be-
lieves that we do not must not be shop-
ping in Westfield or does not mind driv-
ing around until a space becomes avail-
able. (And then we complain about traffic
congestion!)

One final comment. I wish the manage-
ment of The Leader would keep their per-
sonal opinions to the editorial page. That is
no longer the case. A reader can see that
with the headlines and placement of ar-
ticles and letters. Did anyone find Mr.
Jardine’s well-written letter hidden on Page
17 last week? It is interesting that there was
room for four letters opposing a deck and
only one in support on Page four.

Jac Andre
Westfield

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Schnorrer – A beggar
2. Hamirostrate – Hook-beaked
3. Toper – A drunkard
4. Rouke – To squat

ROUN
1. Grief, sorrow
2. To coil or wind round
3. To rub thoroughly
4. To whisper

TRANSMOGRIFY
1. To rapidly change in density; solidi-

fying
2. Toss; pelt with rocks
3. To transform completely, especially

in the grotesque manner
4. To separate or pass through

SURN
1. The hawk owl
2. Relating to pigs; swine
3. Wild strawberries
4. To ridicule; prod

ASCIAN
1. Harsh in taste, acrid
2. A person who casts no shadow at

noon
3. A short, thick stick of wood used as

a weapon
4. Roily; muddy; filthy

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is correct.
The others are made up. Are you sharp
enough to discern this deception of dic-
tion?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

The 12th Man on the Playing Field
Often Sparks Victory in the Community

The many excellent community events of last
weekend remind us of why we like living in our
towns. There were excellent programs with Fanny
Wood Day in Fanwood, Scotch Plains Day Weekend
and the Steam Train Rides in Westfield.

The weekend was a community “junkie’s” Valhalla.
We hope you and your family were able to attend one
of the events. The annual Fanny Wood Day and
Scotch Plains Day Weekend were the best ever, in
our opinion and recollection.

There could be at least two reasons for these
successes – the townspeople are keen on hometown
events and the organizers are doing great jobs in
putting them together. Underlying this, could it be
that everyone seems to appreciate their hometowns,
their neighborhoods and their neighbors a little more?
In that our townspeople always did have a high
regard for each other, the fact that this sentiment is
rising is even more heartening.

Two weeks ago, the Westfield FestiFall was one of
the best we can recall as well. And last weekend,
Westfield embarked on a new community venture, the
Steam Train Rides – a great event of which we’re still
receiving comment and photographs from the public.

Yes, ‘ol engine 142’ couldn’t sustain the duty over
the entire weekend, although huffing and puffing
with all its might. It developed a bearing problem in
the belly of the 95,000-pound beast that couldn’t be
readily fixed. NJ Transit came to the rescue with a
diesel on Sunday to complete the sold-out rides
down the Raritan Line. Someone at NJ Transit did a
good deed to help out and we’re sure that Sherry
Cronin of the Downtown Westfield Corporation
jumped in with all vigor. Good job.

We talked to the train crew. They were disap-
pointed and worn out. Their heads were hanging a
little low Sunday morning. Probably, some kids,

young and old, were disappointed on Sunday in not
seeing the hissing, banging and chugging of the
locomotive. Still, everyone got to ride on the nostal-
gic train – and in the end, had a good time.

Many things went right with the train ride, al-
though some things didn’t. We hope that this does
not discourage those from staging the event again.

We noticed another thing last weekend – the 12th
man on the field. It was real football on Saturday
afternoon when Cranford High School visited Scotch
Plains. John Madden would be proud of the gruntin’
and poundin.’ There was just enough mud — plenty
of sun yet the hint of fall’s chill.

Despite the best efforts of the Raider eleven, the
Cougars had a sizeable lead at the end of the third quarter.
What was happening, where did they get the 12th man?

It was the Cougar band, playing nonstop – trumpets
blaring, drums pounding and a cadence of voices
shouting, real football music – not melodies from
South Pacific – On Wisconsin and stuff like that.

It was a mad, scrambling tussle in the fourth quarter
as the Raider band picked up the challenge – back and
forth, in your face football tunes and chants; often the
bands played simultaneously in attempt to drown the
other out and to inspire their team on the field. Down
on the field, you heard booms and blares from your
back and from your front – quarterback signals were
drowned out by the sound of drums. Great stuff, made
everyone feel alive.

In the end though, the Cougar lead proved insur-
mountable. The Raiders will have another day with
the pigskin. As they watch next time for the wide
receiver breaking downfield for the pass, we’re sure
they’ll be more aware of the 12th man, such as it was
with the Cranford Football Band last Saturday.

It was a great weekend for community fun right
here at home.

Several times each week, we receive notices from
state legislators that another bill passed one commit-
tee and is moving on to the next; or going from the
Assembly to the Senate; or going to the Governor for
approval or disapproval. They’re always accompa-
nied by a long list of sponsors and supporters.

Hundreds of new pieces of legislation get enacted
each year from the thousands proposed. We don’t
and can’t see them all. We wonder how the legisla-
tors even keep track of them.

We understand that many bills are proposed with
never any intent or chance of ever getting approved.
In these cases, it’s the legislators’ way of saying that
they’re doing something to their constituency be-
cause it goes on their published record.

But somewhere, there must be a master list of the
bills that they really intend to deliberate on and pass
(or defeat). We’d like to know where that list is so
that we can ignore all the others. Then, we can focus
on digging into the real items.

Right now, most legislation sponsored by Neil
Cohen of Union seems to be on the important list
because he’s Deputy Majority Leader – an important
position as the Democrats control the assembly, the
senate and the governorship. One can pretty much
ignore most other bills, especially those sponsored by
Republicans. Just a few years back, when the Repub-
licans were in complete control, one could pretty
much ignore anything proposed by a Democrat.

This is why we’re paying considerable attention to
releases that have Assemblyman Cohen’s name on
them.

One bill containing Mr. Cohen’s name was re-

leased this week. It was a bill calling for healthcare
insurance organizations to provide coverage for pre-
scription contraceptives. It’s not the subject of the
bill that caught our attention, albeit controversial
enough. It’s that this bill is another in the flurry
coming out with un-funded mandates.

The healthcare providers won’t be paying for this,
you and I will. It’s sardonic and ultimately irrespon-
sible, particularly when many employers can no
longer afford the cost to provide healthcare to em-
ployees. And when the cost gets too high in New
Jersey, companies ship our jobs overseas.

Government must stop passing legislation that
amounts to un-funded mandates, perhaps giving the
impression of doing things right for the voters, but
ducking the costs and tossing the costs into others’
laps.

If legislators truly believe in a bill, then the cost of
that bill should be attributed to their name, just as the
credit for it is now.

We also think that the practice of sponsoring bills
that have no chance or that aren’t intended to pass,
should be stopped. At least the cost of paperwork
would be reduced. Also, deliberation on the impor-
tant bills would be more focused, presumably more
serious.

And if legislators want to put their name on some-
thing, be it a list of the many useless laws currently
on the books that should be eliminated. If each year,
hundreds of new laws are passed and no old ones are
eliminated, how soon do all laws become useless
since no one can keep track of them.

What do you think?

Deck Financials Are Based on Faulty
Advice and Failed Due Diligence

I am writing as a 28-year resident and
past member of the municipal bond in-
dustry to cite six points of faulty financial
advice and lack of due diligence sur-
rounding the mayor’s redevelopment
(deck) plan. Who will be held “respon-
sible and accountable” for these critical
inactions once project expenses begin to
far outstrip actual revenues?

These observations were made after
an analysis of the plans’ cash flow fol-
lowing its release on September 10. In
my view, it represents either folly, arro-
gance or clear intent to “package and
promote” a plan designed to minimize
public understanding and maximize
odds of quick review and passage by the
council.

I raised these points during last week’s
council meeting (September 28). Amaz-
ingly, the financial consultant was ‘no-
where to be found’ to answer or defend
his recommendations; and the mayor had
no response whatsoever to “any” of these
critical points.

In light of these events and the fact that
the mayor is proposing a plan with a
projected cost to Westfield taxpayers of
approximately $25 million, I thought it
appropriate to write this letter and present
these points for review by your reader-
ship.

Point 1: The consultant presented one
scenario that is illegal under municipal
accounting rules. That scenario called for
the “segregation of proceeds” from the
sale of public land (approximately $2
million), and the subsequent “dedication”
of interest generated from those proceeds
to offset annual expenses of the project.

Under municipal accounting rules,
monies in the general fund can only be
“dedicated” during the current budget
year. After year one, all projects in the
town have equal claim to money in the
general fund.

Point 2: The consultant recommended
the issuance of 25-year general obliga-
tion bonds. This is astounding. The aver-
age maturity of all past bonds ever issued
by Westfield is 13 years. No municipality
in New Jersey has ever issued 25-year
general obligation bonds — for good rea-
son as it can increase the credit, price and
market risk of the town’s bonds. By
“stretching out “the payments from 13

years to 25, the mayor’s plan is, in es-
sence, trying to do the equivalent of “sell-
ing the car” by promoting low annual
payments. Even after applying this stretch-
out strategy, the forecasted revenues still
only cover less than 50 percent of the
projected annual expenses of the plan!

Point 3: The projected revenues needed
to pay off the bonds actually “decline”
after the third year instead of increase.
This is a clear “early warning” that prob-
lems lie ahead. Projects are supposed to
increase revenues after a few years of
operation, not decrease!

Point 4: “One-time” funds ($100,000)
are being used in years 1 through 3 to
make the numbers look good “out of the
box.” Thereafter, these window dressing
revenues abruptly disappear.

Point 5: A large portion of what is
defined as “revenue” in the plan is actu-
ally “taxpayers money” being diverted
from the general fund to pay for the plan.
These revenues could instead be used to
repair roads and athletic fields.

Point 6: It’s my understanding that
during the summer, the mayor excluded
two members of the town council and the
town finance committee from meetings
with the financial consultant. Those meet-
ings were to devise a new “single deck”
redevelopment plan after the “two decks”
plan was abandoned in June.

These two elected officials, Peter
Echausse and Sal Caruana, have over 40
years combined financial experience. Both
are members of the town finance commit-
tee and Mr. Echausse is the chairman.

They also happen to be the two coun-
cilmen representing the First Ward, where
the project is being proposed.

We, the taxpayers, need an official
response from the town government to
the critical observations listed above. We
also need to know who will be held “re-
sponsible and accountable” for the pend-
ing failure to perform adequate financial
and legal due diligence for this proposal?

It’s now October 7 and the clock is
ticking for the referendum of Tuesday,
November 2. We need answers quickly
before the Westfield taxpayers are
saddled with $25 million of future debt
payments.

Roger Sullivan
Westfield

Students Should Not
Drive to Westfield High

I can’t tell you how delighted I was to
read Michael Teschner’s parking solu-
tion. I’m sorry I never thought of it and
how simple he made it sound. It makes so
much sense, and I live on a street next to
the high school where parking is abomi-
nable. There is absolutely no reason why
the parents or caretakers cannot carpool
(like they did years before) and drop their
seniors off each morning.

The Williamsburg Condominiums
looks forward to each summer when we
can reclaim our street again. This would
be a wonderful event if the parking solu-
tion was created. I would hope Westfield
parents would read and comply with Mr.
Teschner’s solution and deal with it.

Sally Van Why
Westfield


