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CRANFORD CRANFORD CRANFORD CRANFORD CRANFORD -- The element of
surprise is the flavor of life; it’s what
keeps a relationship fresh. It is what
makes the world interesting.

It is also what makes The Theater
Project (TTP), Union County College’s
(UCC) professional theater company,
one of the most outstanding theaters in
Union County.

Just when you think you
have them pegged as a
group that primarily
presents cerebral,
avant-garde plays,
they turn and do a
wonderfully farcical
piece like The Mys-
tery of Irma Vep by
Charles Ludlam.
They prove that they
can be whimsical, melo-
dramatic, campy and sa-
tiric all in one.

The lights go out at the top
of the show and with a crack of realistic
thunder, a spot comes up on Jane, an
elderly “plain” woman dressed in a
maid’s costume. Nicodemus, a curly-
haired handy man with a wooden leg
limps into the beautifully appointed
drawing room of Mandecrest, the man-
sion of Lord Hillcrest and his new
bride Lady Enid.

Early on it is foreshadowed that,
“They cling to their dead at
Mandecrest.” A giant portrait of the
deceased Irma Vep, the former mistress
of the mansion, hangs over the fire-
place casting a pall over the gorgeous
burgundy and gold gilt room.

Paul Stolen has outdone himself with
the lavish set that envelops the entire
stage as well as a thrust apron that
serves as a crawl space for Act II.

The stars of this two-man play, Harry
Patrick Christian and Rick Delaney,
both Equity Actors, have appeared
many times at TTP. For this play they
take on three or four roles each. Chris-
tian plays Lady Enid completely over
the top with wonderful vocal place-
ment and loads of feminine flouncing
in a lavender gown. A showstopper is
the “girls” singing a rousing duet of
“Greensleeves” with accompaniment
on the dulcimer.

Over hot toddies, exposition un-
folds from servant Jane, wonderfully
played by Rick Delaney, who tells Lady
Enid of her love and loyalty to the
former mistress, Irma Vep. The two
stars lob lines back and forth as deftly
as Wimbledon’s finest tennis stars.

The play seems an amalgam of
“Edwin Drood,” “Rocky Horror,”
“Wuthering Heights,” “Frankenstein”
and a slew of Victorian age pieces.
According to the information in the
playbill, playwright Ludlam “extracted
scenes, dialogues and characterizations
from classical dramas, popular films
and TV programs.”

Ludlam wasn’t trying to ridicule the
classics but make us laugh at some of
the preposterous positions in those clas-
sics. Due to the actors’ understanding

of comic timing and good direction,
there are laughs galore in this show.

Michael Magnifico’s surname name
befits him as Sound Designer and Tech-
nical Director. With howling wolves
and roaring winds, each sound effect
brings the melodrama to life.

Mark Spina’s direction is strong and
his staging fresh especially in Act II
when Lord Hillcrest is bamboozled

into thinking he has stumbled
on an unexplored crypt in

Egypt. This is reminis-
cent of Abbott and
Costello meeting the
mummy or Bing
Crosby and Bob
Hope in their “On
the Road” series run-
ning into an errant
sphinx in Egypt.
With additional al-

lusions to Edgar Allen
Poe, Shakespeare, comic

Robin Williams, and even
Mr. Peterman from NBC’s

“Seinfeld,” people of all ages will con-
nect with the comedy in this show. Get
ready for vampires, werewolves, mum-
mies and things that go bump in the
night.

Attention all drama teachers and
coaches out there: you’ll be doing your
students a great service if you tell them
about this gem of a theater. For high
school and college students alike, The
Mystery of Irma Vep will leave them in
awe of the talent of Christian and
Delaney who enshroud themselves in
multiple roles of both sexes.

Don’t miss seeing two professional
actors run the gamut of emotional
stretching in their craft and have a great
laugh to boot.

To quote a line of this play, “Love is
a kind of madness.” I think I have
fallen in love with The Theater Project.
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SCOSCOSCOSCOSCOTTTTTCH PLCH PLCH PLCH PLCH PLAINSAINSAINSAINSAINS — As a
patrolman in Scotch Plains many
years ago, Officer Kevin Sampson
used to play little tricks on his fellow
officers. A terrific artist, he used to
sketch his comrades anonymously
and post the etchings on their doors.

It became a playful game of Who-
dunit, with the entire Scotch Plains
police force trying to reveal the iden-
tity of the phantom cartoonist.

Sampson later became Detective, and
little did he know that his artistic ruse
would soon lead to a decade long career
as a police sketch artist. Sampson worked
the entire Union County area and com-
pleted over 1,000 police sketches with an
impressive 85 percent resemblance rate.

Now retired, art is still a passion
for Sampson. Born and raised in

Elizabeth, the father of three grown
children now resides in Newark.

He taught at the now defunct New-
ark School of Fine and Industrial Art
for over 10 years. At the time, the
school was the only public art facility
in the area.

The former police officer, sketch
artist and teacher now enjoys a fas-
cinating career as a Found Object
Sculptor. This interesting form of
fine art utilizes found objects, liter-
ally, that are transformed into dis-
tinct pieces with universal themes.

One man’s junk is another man’s
treasure, and Sampson has created
fascinating sculptures using objects
and symbols he found on the street.

The recipient of several grants,
Sampson became the Artist in Resi-
dence at St. John the Divine in New
York City, where he met his mentor,
Reverend James Parks Morton. His
friendship with Dean Morton broad-
ened his spiritual and artistic life and at
celebrity art events across the city,
Sampson has brushed elbows with the
likes of Ben Affleck and Sam Niell. The
wife of Author Martin Handford, who
penned, “Where’s Waldo” recently pur-
chased one of Sampson’s pieces.

While his work is featured all over
the country, including the perma-
nent collection at the American Mu-
seum of Folk Art in New York City,
the Cavin Morris Gallery in Soho

exclusively represents Sampson.
He credits many people in his

life for his success, most notably
Reverend Morton, Scotch Plains
Chief of Police Marshall Nelson,
and his father, Stephen Sampson.

To learn more about Sampson,
please visit http://
www.cavinmorris.com/index.html.
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SUMMIT SUMMIT SUMMIT SUMMIT SUMMIT — The damp, chilly
air and overcast skies did not discour-
aged the crowds from attending the
11th annual Harvest Festival at
Reeves-Reed Arboretum in Summit
on October 2.

Approximately 2,000 people came
out to ride ponies, hear music, eat
food, have their faces painted, pet
animals in the petting zoo, construct
autumn crafts and more.

“The Harvest Festival is a tradi-
tion for Summit and the neighboring
areas,” commented David Daehnke,
Reeves-Reed Arboretum’s Executive
Director.

Money raised by the Harvest Fes-
tival will help fund nature education
programs for both children and
adults.

“Because we are a nonprofit organi-
zation, events like the Harvest Festival
are tremendous ways to help Reeves-
Reed Arboretum. They are also a great
way for families to have a good time,”
continued Daehnke.

“We also look at the Harvest Festival
as being a community outreach event,”
explained Ellen Hochberger of Sum-
mit, a three-year member of the
Arboretum’s Board of Trustees and event
co-chairperson. “It is an opportunity to
open our grounds so that people can
see how beautiful they are.”

To bring the Harvest Festival to
fruition, Hochberger and co-chair-
person Cindy Davis worked with a
committee of 35 and a pool of more
than 195 volunteers, many of whom
are from the Westfield area.

The arboretum’s administrative
center, Wisner House, is a late 19th
century colonial Revival home that
was once part of a country estate. Over
the years expansion and addition to
the grounds have not only supple-
mented the natural beauty of the land-
scape, but have come to provide a site
of environmental and horticultural
education for the community.

Reeves-Reed Arboretum is listed
on the National and State Registers
of Historic Places. Some of the site’s
original vegetation was planted over
100 years ago.

Although Reeves-Reed Arboretum
is owned by the city of Summit, the
facility does not receive funding from
the city. Contributions and fundraisers
such as the Harvest Festival generate
almost 50 percent of its income. An-
other upcoming fundraiser, the
Arboretum’s Holiday House Tour, will
be held on Thursday, December 9.

Reeves-Reed Arboretum is located
at 165 Hobart Avenue in Summit.
Office hours are Monday through Fri-
day, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. For more infor-
mation, please call (908) 273-8787 or
visit www.reeves-reedarboretum.org.
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD — The Union County
Arts Center (UCAC) in Rahway was the
venue for the opening concert of the
Westfield Symphony Orchestra’s (WSO)
2004-2005 season. The October 2 pro-
gram featured works by Louis Scarmolin,
Samuel Barber, and Beethoven.

The opening selections were two
Vignettes for Orchestra by Scarmolin,
the Italian-born New Jersey composer
whose compositions have been cham-
pioned by this orchestra. The first,
Pagina d’Album, was a slow, somewhat
melancholy piece whose pathos was
accentuated by intertwining, at times
dissonant melodic lines. It had moments

of heart-wrenching beauty. The second
Vignette, Upon Looking at an Old Harp-
sichord, was much lighter in character,
featuring extensive work by the orches-
tral pianist, Allison Brewster Franzetti,
who performed with flair and elegance.

Xiang Gao performed Barber’s Con-
certo for Violin and Orchestra. The
piece fully exemplifies the highly es-
teemed composer’s gifts for soaring
melody, rich harmony, superb orches-
tration and emotional depth.

The first movement emphasizes mu-
sicality, melodic line, and requires a
lush sound to successfully cut through
occasionally heavy orchestration. Gao
shaped the lines beautifully, but from
where I sat in the eighth row, his instru-
ment did not always project well in the
upper register. Since Gao’s violin was
positioned about seven feet above my
head, many of the overtones that give
the instrument its warmth might have
gotten lost in the rafters.

The violin soloist defers to the solo oboe
then the strings before participating in the
lovely second movement. Tone and me-
lodic line are everything here, and I found
Gao’s sound somewhat lacking in richness
due to the aforementioned acoustics.

The third movement, marked Presto
in moto perpetuo, is the only one which
could be classified as typically virtuosic.
Gao negotiated the lightning fast passage
work seemingly without difficulty. The
orchestra had no easy task in keeping
with him, as the music contains many off
beat accents and passages matching the
soloist’s in technical difficulty.

WSO Conductor Maestro Wroe, who
is always an expert collaborator, was right
with Gao throughout. To synchronize this
movement so perfectly with the soloist at
such breakneck speed is no mean feat.

Gao’s performance was a huge suc-
cess, as the applause came swiftly and

loudly. Gao autographed and sold his
CD’s during the intermission, and there
were many takers.

After intermission, Maestro Wroe con-
ducted the orchestra in Beethoven’s Sym-
phony No. 5, the warhorse of warhorses.

The famous four-note motive of the
principal theme dominates the first
movement, as it is used in transition to
the second theme and also accompanies
it as a rhythmic idea in the lower strings.
It also serves as closing material to the
exposition. The fact that it never be-
comes stale is a tribute to Beethoven’s
inventiveness. Wroe’s delivery was, as
we have learned to expect, quite fiery.

Concertmaster Anton Miller did all he
could not to stomp his feet as he threw his

body into his fortissimo down bows to-
wards the end of the movement.

The second movement theme and
variations was well done, but unevent-
ful. Beethoven was a master of this
form, but does nothing special here
except for an unusual switch from A
flat major to C major in the reiteration
of the second full period.

The Scherzo third movement also con-
tains a strong reference back to the four-
note motive of the first movement. Here,
it is introduced in the second period of
the opening section by a trio of horns in
declamatory style. Noteworthy in this
movement is the trio, which features the
lower strings in rapid passagework. This
section can be taken at a slightly reduced
tempo because of its sheer difficulty.

Never one to play it safe, Maestro
Wroe offered his players no such re-
spite, but the playing was breathtak-
ingly energetic and precise.

The third movement transitions right
into the fourth movement without a
break. Having shed the C minor tonal-
ity in favor of its parallel major, the
movement is triumphant and heroic in
mood, with the principal and second
themes both reflecting this character.
The development section, which works
on the secondary theme, builds to a
climax and surprisingly comes to full
stop after a firmly established domi-
nant key. It then re-transitions back
into the recapitulation and the tonic by
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SUMMIT SUMMIT SUMMIT SUMMIT SUMMIT — Tickets are now avail-

able for the “Clan Currie Society’s Sixth
Annual Pipes of Christmas” concert on
Friday, December 17, at 8 p.m. and
Saturday, December 18, at 2 and 8 p.m.

The concert, which will return to Cen-
tral Presbyterian Church in Summit for
their fifth straight year, features the music
of the season performed on highland,
lowland and uilleann bagpipes, Celtic
harp, fiddle, organ, and brass. Musical
selections are interspersed with readings
from Celtic literature and scripture.

Tickets sell-out quickly and early pur-
chase of tickets is recommended. All
seats are $30 ($25 for all orders post-
marked no later than Sunday, October
31.) No tickets will be sold at the door.

To purchase tickets, please down-
load the ticket order form at
www.clancurrie.com.

Clan Currie’s fourth annual Burns
Night celebration has been scheduled
for Saturday, January 22, 2005 at the
Grand Summit Hotel in Summit.

For further information, please visit
the website or call (908) 273-3509.
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SCOSCOSCOSCOSCOTTTTTCH PLCH PLCH PLCH PLCH PLAINSAINSAINSAINSAINS – The Inspira-
tional Choir of St. John’s Baptist
Church, 2387 Morse Avenue in Scotch
Plains, will present a concert on Sun-
day, October 10, at 4 p.m.

The performance, “Female Com-
posers of Christian Music,” will in-
clude hymns by composers like Sarah
Flower Adams of “Nearer My God to
Thee” and Charlotte Elliot of “Just As
I Am.”

Early Gospel numbers by Mahilia
Jackson, Roberta Martin and Clara
Ward, as well as contemporary artists
and composers like Shirley Caesar, Dor-
othy Norwood and Albertina Walker
will also be featured.

The concert is under the direction of
Belinda Smiley. For more information,
please call (908) 232-6972.

CN8 NCN8 NCN8 NCN8 NCN8 Networetworetworetworetwork to Fk to Fk to Fk to Fk to Feteeteeteeteete
SSSSSister City Rister City Rister City Rister City Rister City Relationshipelationshipelationshipelationshipelationship
BBBBBetwetwetwetwetween SP and Ieen SP and Ieen SP and Ieen SP and Ieen SP and Italytalytalytalytaly
SCOSCOSCOSCOSCOTTTTTCH PLCH PLCH PLCH PLCH PLAINSAINSAINSAINSAINS – CN8, – CN8, – CN8, – CN8, – CN8,

The Comcast NThe Comcast NThe Comcast NThe Comcast NThe Comcast Networetworetworetworetwork, will of-k, will of-k, will of-k, will of-k, will of-
fer viefer viefer viefer viefer viewwwwwers an exers an exers an exers an exers an exclusivclusivclusivclusivclusive televi-e televi-e televi-e televi-e televi-
sion segment dedicated to thesion segment dedicated to thesion segment dedicated to thesion segment dedicated to thesion segment dedicated to the
“““““sister citysister citysister citysister citysister city” r” r” r” r” relationship betwelationship betwelationship betwelationship betwelationship betweeneeneeneeneen
Scotch PScotch PScotch PScotch PScotch Plains and Mlains and Mlains and Mlains and Mlains and Montazzontazzontazzontazzontazzoli,oli,oli,oli,oli,
IIIIItalytalytalytalytaly, airing on CN8’, airing on CN8’, airing on CN8’, airing on CN8’, airing on CN8’s “s “s “s “s “YYYYYourourourourour
MMMMMorningorningorningorningorning” on Columbus D” on Columbus D” on Columbus D” on Columbus D” on Columbus Dayayayayay,,,,,
OOOOOctober 11, at 9 a.m.ctober 11, at 9 a.m.ctober 11, at 9 a.m.ctober 11, at 9 a.m.ctober 11, at 9 a.m.

The special brThe special brThe special brThe special brThe special broadcast will fo-oadcast will fo-oadcast will fo-oadcast will fo-oadcast will fo-
cus on hocus on hocus on hocus on hocus on how tow tow tow tow towns and cities formwns and cities formwns and cities formwns and cities formwns and cities form
rrrrrelationships with “elationships with “elationships with “elationships with “elationships with “sister cities,”sister cities,”sister cities,”sister cities,”sister cities,”
with a special featurwith a special featurwith a special featurwith a special featurwith a special feature on thee on thee on thee on thee on the
close  rc lose  rc lose  rc lose  rc lose  re lat ionship betwelat ionship betwelat ionship betwelat ionship betwelat ionship betweeneeneeneeneen
Scotch PScotch PScotch PScotch PScotch Plains and Mlains and Mlains and Mlains and Mlains and Montazzontazzontazzontazzontazzoli.oli.oli.oli.oli.

The Scotch PThe Scotch PThe Scotch PThe Scotch PThe Scotch Plains designationlains designationlains designationlains designationlains designation
to Mto Mto Mto Mto Montazzontazzontazzontazzontazzoli, which includedoli, which includedoli, which includedoli, which includedoli, which included
MMMMMayayayayayor Mor Mor Mor Mor Mararararartin Mtin Mtin Mtin Mtin Marararararks and Coun-ks and Coun-ks and Coun-ks and Coun-ks and Coun-
cilwoman Carcilwoman Carcilwoman Carcilwoman Carcilwoman Carolyn Solyn Solyn Solyn Solyn Sorge, rorge, rorge, rorge, rorge, re-e-e-e-e-
cently rcently rcently rcently rcently returned freturned freturned freturned freturned from their visitom their visitom their visitom their visitom their visit
to Mto Mto Mto Mto Montazzontazzontazzontazzontazzoli, wheroli, wheroli, wheroli, wheroli, where they we they we they we they we they wererererereeeee
warmly wwarmly wwarmly wwarmly wwarmly welcomed and celebratedelcomed and celebratedelcomed and celebratedelcomed and celebratedelcomed and celebrated
the Ithe Ithe Ithe Ithe Italian-American rtalian-American rtalian-American rtalian-American rtalian-American relation-elation-elation-elation-elation-
shipshipshipshipship.....

at the First United Methodist Church, One East Broad Street, Westfield

ome sing with us!C

Oratorio Singers of Westfield
Trent Johnson, Director

Messiah
G e o rg  F r i d e r i c  H a n d e l ’ s

Our 25th Anniversary Season!

Regular Monday Rehearsals begin January 3, 7:30-9:30 P.M.

Concert is Sunday, March 13, 2005 at 3  P.M.

Call Trent Johnson at (908) 233-4211 for information or come to a rehearsal!

Join us for workshop rehearsals
Saturday, October 16 & Saturday, November 13

 from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.

“Just when you think
you have them pegged
as a group that prima-
rily presents cerebral,
avant-garde plays, they
turn and do a wonder-
fully farcical piece like
The Mystery of Irma Vep”

Westfield Art
Association

Saturday, October 9
10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

(Raindate October 16)

DOWNTOWN WESTFIELD

Westfield Art Association

908-232-7058

Westfield Area
Chamber of Commerce

908-233-3021

Downtown Westfield Corporation

908-789-9444
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ORIGINAL ART • AWARDS
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PLPLPLPLPLAINFIELD AINFIELD AINFIELD AINFIELD AINFIELD – Light, form and
movement are common aspects of “Ar-
chitecture, Landscapes and Equines,” a
three-man exhibit scheduled through
Saturday, October 23, at Swain Galleries
in Plainfield.

Fanwood resident S. Allyn Schaeffer,
Timothy Jahn of Piscataway and Louis
Lanzafama of Toms River have mounted
their work in several solo Swain exhibitions,
have participated in the New York art scene
and have garnered estimable awards.

A Franklin native, Schaeffer uses mus-
cular motion to evoke the spirit of race
horses and bicycling races. An oil painter,
he also uses pastels and was named Master
Pastelist by the Pastel Society of America.

Jahn experiences the architect’s hand
as he interprets what a building has to say.

Light dances on a façade and the hard,
cold stone seems to come alive, according
to the oil painter. He was honored by the
Art Students League of New York City.

Light and movement that change the
mood are captured by Lanzafama in his
oil landscapes and seascapes. An open-
skied quietude ascends from his views
and his newer informal portraits are se-
rene, according to the gallery. He was
awarded by the National Academy in
New York City.

The exhibit will be open from Tues-
days to Fridays, 9:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
and Saturdays from 9:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.
at the gallery, which is located at 703
Watchung Avenue in Plainfield.

For more information, please call (908)
756-1707.


