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POPCORN™

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent
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3 POPCORNS

In A Hard Day’s Night (1964), director
Richard Lester ventures an eccentric come-
dic counterpoint by tossing character actor
Wilfrid Brambell into the mix as Paul’s
grandfather. It proves a great ploy. Perhaps
it’s what inspired filmmaker Edgar Wright
to bring the protagonist’s dear old Mum
(Penelope Wilton) along for the ride in
Shaun of the Dead. In any case, it works.

As the title character (Simon Pegg) and
his North London pals wage war against a
sudden unexplained invasion of zombies,
having said typical housewife/mother in
tow provides an onboard barometer by
which to judge just how crazy the doings
get. Much to the delight of our collective
funny bone, the needle jumps wildly.

It isn’t the only example of stellar direc-
torial sense young Wright exhibits in his
spoof on the zombie genre, a deliriously
jovial combination of dry wit and flat-out
burlesque. However, as well paced, smartly
written and engagingly acted as the effort
is, it’s the wonderfully wacky creativity at
the heart of this British farce that ultimately
wins the day. That, plus a steadfastness that
is humorous in itself.

Screwy as it may seem, no matter what else
happens, Shaun of the Dead consistently
maintains that indeed zombies are upon the
land. The nutty thing is, we sort of believe it.
What’s more, we think it’s pretty funny.

Oddly, this Brit update of every “Abbott
and Costello Meet Whatever,” though far
more sophisticated, is also quite
exciting…practically seat-edged. One mo-
ment we’re laughing at Shaun’s slobbering
slacker roommate Ed (Nick Frost), that
obnoxious but true best friend that no one
else likes. The next minute we’re screaming
for him to turn around in time to kill, well,
further kill, an approaching zombie.

“Cut off their heads or destroy their
brains,” advises the calm and collected TV
anchorman in a polished British accent much
easier to understand than the somewhat
Cockney argot that Shaun and his gang
employ. Fear not, mate. Though it takes a
few minutes, somehow or another we be-
come attuned. And here’s what we learn.

Though Pegg’s Shaun is immediately
likeable, the hardly ambitious everyman
isn’t about to set the world on fire. Just a
few years out of college, he’s already the
oldest salesperson at the appliance store
where he indifferently toils. His fuzz-faced,
sarcastic associates are consistent remind-
ers that he’s stuck in a dead end job. Girl-
friend Liz, nicely portrayed by Kate Ashfield,
feels the same way about their relationship.

Obviously stalled in that indecisive zone
between the capriciousness of youth and
the responsibilities of adulthood, Shaun
wiles away his free time at his and Ed’s
favorite pub, the Winchester. Liz, generally
in attendance, is sick and tired of it. We
tune in just in time for their breakup.

Alas the fates, or at least the writers, have
decided that Shaun’s vacillation is about to
end. To compel that action, they’ve also
decided on a catalyst to force him from his
comfortable cocoon and finally show what
stuff he’s truly made of. In its advertise-
ments, the production company cleverly
calls Shaun of the Dead a romantic comedy
— with zombies. Thus, enter stage right,
the zombies.

It becomes immediately clear that if zom-

bies won’t be the making of our hero, they
will certainly be his undoing. Actually,
unraveling is more like it. But this review
will spare you the gory details, preferring of
course that you imagine them for yourself.

Without giving too much away then,
note that matters become none too appe-
tizing around Olde London Towne as the
city’s new population begins dining out on
their hosts, so to speak. Get bit and you’re
one of them.

Literally swinging their way out of the
unkempt flat where third roommate Pete is
well on his way to joining the hardly grateful
dead, suddenly intrepid Shaun and his loyal
sidekick hatch a plan. Cricket bat and shovel
in hand, stiff upper lip and all that old chap,
they are the poor man’s version of the tradi-
tional Kiplingesque duo, battling the foe for
God and country, or something like that.

First, the strategy is, they’ll bob and
weave over to aforementioned Mum’s
house, rescue her, and then do the same for
Liz. Problem is, what then? Where’s a not
as yet bitten human being to hole up?
Prepare for a bit of irony.

With so many insane incongruities un-
leashed, it’s a wonder things don’t go awry.
But, save for the usual slow spot at the
three-quarter mark, just before the plot
curves around and heads for the climax,
things go swimmingly.

Wright, working from a script he co-
authored with Pegg, has enchanted us with
his nonsense. Suspension of disbelief is his.

For example, outside Liz’s apartment, a
gaggle of zombies is practically nipping at
the getaway car’s fenders as Ed, having
seized the cataclysmic opportunity to wheel
Shaun’s step dad’s Jag, keeps the motor
running. It’s a frantic scene. But when
girlfriend hurriedly slips inside and at long
last meets Mum, there’s still time for nice-
ties to be exchanged.

As charming as it is hilarious, by this
time we’ve come to expect nothing less. So
whether the die laughing sort or simply a
contented giggler, you’ll agree that Shaun
of the Dead is quite the killer comedy.

* * * * * * *
Shaun of the DeadShaun of the DeadShaun of the DeadShaun of the DeadShaun of the Dead, rated R, is a Rogue

Pictures release directed by Edgar Wright
and stars Simon Pegg, Kate Ashfield and
Nick Frost. Running time: 99 minutes.

Get Outta
The House

By CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVIS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

If you’re searching for meaning in
life, Bootism may be the ticket. New
Jersey author Michael Duranko will
sign copies of his book, “Bootism: A“Bootism: A“Bootism: A“Bootism: A“Bootism: A
SSSSShoe Rhoe Rhoe Rhoe Rhoe Religion,”eligion,”eligion,”eligion,”eligion,” at The Town Book
Store of Westfield on Saturday, Oc-
tober 9, from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Finally, the shoe-obsessed have a voice.
Anyone who purchases the book will
be entered into a drawing to win a gift
certificate or coupon from Sole, Scott’s
Shoes, Randal’s Shoes or Castle
Bootery. Mary Wilbon will sign cop-
ies of her new novel, “N“N“N“N“Naughty Littleaughty Littleaughty Littleaughty Littleaughty Little
SSSSSecrecrecrecrecrets,” ets,” ets,” ets,” ets,” from 2 to 4 p.m. This story
takes you on a wild romp through
martinis, murder, embezzlement, les-
bian cops, bad musicals, community
theater from hell, and New Jersey.

* * * * * * *
On Friday, October 8, Shawn

McConneloug and her Orchestra’s
SSSSStand on tand on tand on tand on tand on YYYYYour Mour Mour Mour Mour Mananananan will be at Kean
University’s Wilkins Theatre for a
7:30 p.m. performance. The show is
a salute and spoof of the country and
western genre, through dance, mu-
sic, film, words and video. Tickets are
$17 to $25. Call (908) 737-SHOW
or log onto www.wilkinstheatre.com
for more information.

* * * * * * *
Throughout October, the parking

lot at Autoland on Route 22 in Spring-
field has been transformed into the
HHHHHaunted Haunted Haunted Haunted Haunted Hotelotelotelotelotel, , , , , with 4,000 square
feet of narrow hallways to explore, and
15 rooms in which you may encounter
some ghostly sites. SSSSSlightly Scarlightly Scarlightly Scarlightly Scarlightly Scaryyyyy is a
special tour for kids under eight, while
all the spirits are at rest on Saturdays and
Sundays from 7 to 7:30 p.m. Admis-
sion is $15. For a discount coupon, visit
http://www.timesscare.com/hotel/
index.htm.

* * * * * * *
Patti Austin will celebrate the spirit

of bebop in her tribute to Ella Fitzgerald
on Saturday, October 9, at the Union
County Arts Center in Rahway. The
jazz vocalist will take the stage at 8
p.m., and single-performance tickets
are $45 to $58. Call (732) 499-8226
or reserve online at www.ucac.org.
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By SUSAN M. DOUGHERTYBy SUSAN M. DOUGHERTYBy SUSAN M. DOUGHERTYBy SUSAN M. DOUGHERTYBy SUSAN M. DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD — Director Patti
Murtha calls Plainfield High School se-
nior Michael Swain “Ugly” right to his
face. She gets away with it because it’s his
character name in the upcoming show
Honk directed by Murtha.

“We have definitely cast him against

type (casting),” she explained of the lead
role. Type casting is the practice of plac-
ing a person in the role that looks like one
might expect of a certain name or charac-
ter description.

“I love working with this amazing
group of people,” she said of the theater
group known as Rainbow Experience.

“Our purpose is to bring diverse groups
together — different ages, abilities, races
and religions.”

Murtha has been with Rainbow Expe-
rience for four years although she is not
affiliated with any of the churches that
sponsor this project. Her own background
includes having studied at Mason Gross
School of the Arts, doing ensemble the-
ater and participating with Shoestring
Players for seven years directing, acting
and stage-managing.

Honk, the winner of the 2000 Olivier
Award for Best Musical, London’s ver-
sion of the Tony Awards, is not just for
kids.

“This is not a children’s show,” said
producer Jessica Beltz who has served in
that capacity for three years. “Even though
it is based on the Ugly Duckling story, it’s
an adult-oriented fable of tolerance and
racism. It can be enjoyed by everyone on
different levels.”

An intergenerational cast, there are
many cast members who are teenagers, so
the number of nights per week for re-
hearsal had to be minimal.

According to Beltz, “the teens have
sports and homework” so rehearsal time
has been lengthened in favor of working
fewer days per week.

“We rehearse two nights a week and
then Saturday afternoon,” said Murtha,
“and in the next eight weeks, we will
transform from individual actors to a
theater family.”

The Rainbow Experience is a troupe
that is funded through grants from the
Union County Division of Cultural and
Heritage Affairs, the Westfield Founda-
tion and the New Jersey Association of
the United Church of Christ.

Beltz said she became involved with
the group through the First Congrega-
tional Church in Westfield when parish-
ioners learned of her own background as
an actor and acting teacher. She spoke
enthusiastically of the musical support
surrounding the project.

“We have a professional five piece or-
chestra for the show; it’s always a great
pit,” she said.

“Yes, we charge admittance, but we are
not trying to make money on this project,”
said Beltz. “All of the proceeds go back
into the next show. We are trying to make
a great theater experience for the actors
and the audience as well as send a mes-
sage of tolerance.”

Founding churches of the organiza-
tion include the United Church of Christ-
Congregational of Plainfield and the First
Congregational Church-UCC in
Westfield. Saint Paul’s United Church of
Christ in Garwood has recently joined
the project.

Westfield residents who will partici-
pate in the November show are Cristina
Henry as Queenie, David Ortuso as Grey-
lag, and ensemble members Elle
Richardson, Molly Colvin and Emily
Ortuso.

Scotch Plains residents who are cast in
the show include Steve Warnock and
John Putt.

The choreographer is Tanya Gibson-
Clark and musical direction is under the
baton of Robert Stephens.

Honk will be performed on Saturday,
November 13, at 7:30 p.m. and Sunday,
November 14, at 3 p.m. at the First
Congregational Church in Westfield. The
production will also be presented on
Saturday, November 20, at 7:30 p.m.
and Sunday, November 21, at 3 p.m. at
the United Church of Christ in Plainfield.

“It’s always interesting to see the group
(of actors) come together as a theater family
by the end of the run,” said the director. She
invites the public to see the magic unfold.

For more information on tickets for
the play, please Beltz at (908) 754-4837.
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using the slightly mutated four-note
theme from the Scherzo.

In the coda, the unfamiliar listener
cannot be sure when the piece has really
ended until the conductor lowers his
baton, as Beethoven playfully seems to
end it more than once.

The performance of the symphony was
electrifying, as Wroe and the orchestra,
unquestionably veteran performers of the
piece, gave it their all, but seemed to enjoy
themselves. The audience left no doubt in
the musicians’ minds that they did too.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 24
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – The 89th season
of the Musical Club of Westfield will
commence with a recital on Wednes-
day, October 13, at 1 p.m.

To begin the program, bass-baritone
Glen Crane, accompanied by pianist
Mary Beth McFall, will sing “Let Us
Garlands Bring,” five songs by Gerald
Finzi: “Come away, come away, death,”
“Who is Silvia?” “Fear no more the
heat o’ the sun,” “O Mistress Mine”
and “It was a lover and his lass.”

Pianist John Blasdale will perform
Sonata in Ab minor, opus 110” by
Ludwig van Beethoven, Moderator
cantabile molto espressivo, Allegro

molto molto (Scherzo), Adagio non
troppo-recitativo, and Aria Dolento
(Adagio man non troppo) alternating
with Fuga (Allegro man non troppo).

Clarinetist George Toenes, accom-
panied by McFall, will perform “Ada-
gio” by Heinrich Baermann and
“Rondo” by C.M. von Weber. The
“Rondo” movement by Weber is from
his “Quintet for Clarinet and Strings,”
Opus 34.

Hospitality is led by Helene Reiter,
assisted by Edna Borchers and the Pro-
gram Chairwoman is Debbie Parente.

For more information, please call
(908) 233-3145.
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SCOSCOSCOSCOSCOTTTTTCH PLCH PLCH PLCH PLCH PLAINSAINSAINSAINSAINS – Resolve Com-
munity Center will sponsor an auction of
fine art will be held on Friday, October 22,
at All Saints Episcopal Church, 559 Park
Avenue in Scotch Plains.

Attendees may preview the artwork at 7
p.m., however the auction will begin at 8 p.m.

Selections may include original oils,
watercolors, serigraphs, etchings and litho-
graphs, with opening bids up to 50 percent
less than traditional gallery prices.

Admission is $10 per person. To inquire
about having a particular type of art or artist
included in the auction, please call (908)
322-9180.

Refreshments will be offered, including
hors d’oeuvres, wine and cheese, coffee and
cake. A door prize will also be featured.
Purchases may be made using cash, check
or all major credit cards.

For tickets and information, please call
Resolve Community Center at (908) 322-
9180.

Proceeds will benefit Resolve Commu-
nity Counseling Center, a private non-
profit mental health agency, dedicated to
providing quality affordable counseling,
advocacy and educational programs in
Scotch Plains and Fanwood, as well as
communities in Union and Essex counties.
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CRANFORD CRANFORD CRANFORD CRANFORD CRANFORD – The Cranford Dra-
matic Club (CDC) will mark the 75th
birthday of Stephen Sondheim by pro-

ducing two of the Broadway composer’s
musicals this season, Company opening
this Friday, October 8, followed by Into
the Woods in May.

Company, which was first produced
on Broadway in 1970, follows a con-
firmed bachelor, Robert, on his 35th
birthday as he contemplates his unmar-
ried state. In a series of vignettes, the
audience is introduced to his married
friends and three of his girlfriends.

Portrayed by Rich Sibello of Nutley,
Robert weights the pros and cons of
married life and, in the end, realizes that
being along is “alone, not alive.”

Sibello, a veteran of numerous area
theater productions, will be joined by
Melissa Loderstedt as Jenny, Colleen
Kraft as Sarah, Anamaria Llanos-
Carrizo as Joanne and Alyson Pemoulie
as Kathy.

Newcomers to the CDC among the
cast are Robyn Bloom, Jeffrey Dopson,
Heather Darrow, Matt Donohue, Rob-
ert Cox, Esther Cohen, Nuno de Sousa,
Clinton Scott and Danielle Shepard.

Company features a vocal minority
that sits off-stage with the orchestra,
adding an additional layer of vocal
texturing. The trio includes Karen
Chamis, Jean McCauley and Tiffany
Wilson.

Director Joe Vierno of Westfield char-
acterized the cast as “a group of highly
talented performers, many of whom have
had significant professional experience
in addition to participation in commu-
nity theater settings.”

Company will be presented on Friday
and Saturday nights at 8 p.m. through
Saturday, October 23. Tickets are $20 on
a reserved seat basis and may be obtained
by calling the box office at (908) 276-
7611 or at www.cdctheatre.org.

The CDC is located at 76 Winans
Avenue in Cranford, off of Centennial
Avenue.
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD — Director Joann
Scanlon of Westfield Community Players
(WCP), has announced the cast for Lillian
Hellman’s season opening drama, The
Little Foxes, which will open on Saturday,
October 9, at the theater located at 1000
North Avenue, West in Westfield.

The show will continue on Friday and
Saturdays, October 15, 16, 22, 23 29 and
30 with single tickets at $15 available
from the box office at (908) 232-1221.

In The Little Foxes, the Hubbard family
of 1900 Alabama publicly displays a face of
southern gentility that hides their true na-
ture. They are a foxy, cunning, unscrupu-
lous brood of vipers. When $8,000 in
bearer bonds is missing from the dying
Horace’s strong box, suspicion falls on his

wife’s family, Oscar, Leo and Ben.
As his wife Regina swears their inno-

cence, she blackmails them into silence,
or she will expose them for the thieves
they are. As each of the family attempts to
outwit the other, the lies and deceit poi-
son the family homestead.

The show features Tom Hodge as
Horace, Mark Szabo as Oscar, Paul Bettys
as Leo, David Hoffman as Ben and Fred
Cuozzo as Marshall. Their counterparts
are Catherine Rowe as Regina, Lynn
Langone as Birdie, Nena Jenkins as Addie
and Megan Guinan as daughter
Alexandra.

Continuing the WCP tradition, open-
ing night patrons are invited to stay for a
reception with coffee and light desserts
after the show. As a reminder, WCP now
has reserved seating, so make your prefer-
ence known when calling the box office for
seats.

For opening night only, WCP offers a
Tri-County Theater discount to patrons
when they show a membership card from
Cranford Dramatic Club, Florham Park
Players, Stony Hill Players, Summit Play-
house or the Strollers of Maplewood.
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – Throughout Octo-
ber, the Downtown Westfield Corpo-
ration (DWC) and Addams Family
enthusiast and former Westfielder
Ronald MacCloskey will sponsor a trib-
ute to Westfield cartoonist Charles
Addams and his famous family with
special displays, contests and events.

For a complete list of Addams Family
month activities, please visit
www.WestfieldToday.com.

MacCloskey’s private collection of
Addams Family memorabilia includes over
100 items. They will be on display at The
Leader Store Annex, 121 East Broad Street.
People can hunt for the Addams Family
characters located in selected stores and
purchase The Addams Family Haunted
House model with the proceeds going to
the Addams Family Scholarship Fund.

This annual scholarship is awarded to
a Westfield High School art student who is
majoring in art to further their education.

The DWC will also team up with the
Westfield Y’s Men’s Club annual parade
and costume contest this year. Instead of
holding a separate costume contest down-
town after trick-or-treating on Saturday,
October 30, the costume contest will be
combined with the traditional Y’s Men’s

Club parade and contest.
On Sunday, October 31, people will

meet at the Elm Street field (across from
Stop ‘n Shop) at 12:45 p.m. A parade
including the Addams Family characters
will follow down Elm Street turning onto
East Broad Street to Mindowaskin Park.

A costume contest will follow with
judging taking place for various age cat-
egories. Special prizes for Addams Fam-
ily costumes will be given by the DWC
and downtown businesses.

Addams worked at The New Yorker
magazine for over 30 years, delighting read-
ers with drawings of the macabre. His
characters became famous first with a TV
series, then an animated show and finally a
feature film all called The Addams Family.

He grew up in Westfield and was very
proud of his hometown. Familiar build-
ings, friends and family would make regu-
lar appearances in his artwork. He attended
Westfield High School, graduating in 1929,
and would often visit for attend weddings
and neighborhood gatherings.

In 1991, MacCloskey felt it was time
to honor Addams. He gave lectures, had
Addams boyhood home declared a his-
toric landmark and founded the Charles
Addams Art Scholarship.

ELIZELIZELIZELIZELIZABETH ABETH ABETH ABETH ABETH – The Ritz The-
atre in Elizabeth hosted a youth voter
registration drive and hip-hop con-
cert on October 1 in an event spon-
sored by the non-profit organizations
Democracy Today and Rock The Vote.

Hosted by Ritz Theatre owner
George Castro, 2nd and organized by
24-year-old Jamel Curtis Holley, the
youngest Councilman-elect in Union
County, hundreds of first-time voters
registered at the event.

Among the hip-hop artists expected
to attend were Lil Kim, DJ Jus, Miss
Nana, Super Web, Mic Handler,
Justine Love, Pharoh Monch, C
France, L O, Infinite and Dolemite.

Comedian John Smooth also par-
ticipated, as well as Senators Raymond
Lesniak and Nia Gill, Assemblyman
Neil Cohen, Elizabeth Mayor Chris
Bollwage and other representatives.
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Chris RosserChris RosserChris RosserChris RosserChris Rosser

SUMMIT SUMMIT SUMMIT SUMMIT SUMMIT – Multi-in-
strumentalist singer/
songwriter Chris Rosser will
perform on Saturday, Octo-
ber 9, in the Fellowship Hall
of the Summit Unitarian
Church, 4 Waldron Avenue
in Summit, as part of the
Second Saturdays Coffee
House series.

The doors will open at 7:30
and the concert will begin at
8 p.m. The $14 admission
fee will benefit the Keith
Knost Special Needs Trust.

A North Plainfield native, Rosser plays
guitar, Indian dotar, Turkish saz, Wurlitzer
electric piano, electric sitar and other

instruments. He combines
folk, pop and world music.

For more information
about Rosser and his CD “Ar-
chaeology,” please visit
www.chrisrosser.com.

The Keith Knost Special
Needs Trust was established
for Knost, a former Summit
resident, who survived an au-
tomobile accident four years
ago and was left paralyzed
from the chest down.

For more information on
the Second Saturdays Coffee

House, please call (908) 522-1501, visit
www.secondsaturdays.org or e-mail
concerts4causes@aol.com.

Photo by Emil Bacillo
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – Forensic Meteorolo-

gist Howard Altschule, a 1990 graduate
of Westfield High School (WHS) and
President of Forensic Weather Consult-
ants, will appear on “Court TV” today,
October 7, from 1 to 2 p.m. to discuss the
Scott Peterson murder trial.

Altschule will focus on the weather
conditions that were present on the day
of Peterson’s alleged “fishing trip.” The
defendant said he had to cut the fishing
trip short due to inclement weather and
rain. However, according to Altschule,
eyewitnesses at the Berkeley Marina say
it was dry all day long.

Altschule will use his skills in the field
of forensic meteorology to show Doppler
radar pictures and weather records from
the area to determine what the weather
was really like that day.

Altschule, who worked as a television

meteorologist in Albany, N.Y. for seven
years, originally appeared on “Catherine
Crier Live,” discussing the case two
months ago and will visit Kimberly
Newsom’s program today.

Additionally,  Altschule,  who
founded the WHS Weather Club with
supervising faculty, is also consulting
with the executive producers of CBS’
“CSI” about possible show ideas based
on his past cases. He has worked on
hundreds of cases over the last five
years, including gang murder trials,
homicides, rape cases, boating acci-
dents, MVA’s and many other civil
and criminal cases.

In many of the cases investigated by
Altschule, weather played a specific role
and his conference calls will determine if
CSI would like to do any episodes based
on his past cases and/or experience.

Howard AltschuleHoward AltschuleHoward AltschuleHoward AltschuleHoward Altschule
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