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Westfield
Open House

51 Mohican Drive 
Sunday, October 10th, 2004

1:00 pm - 4:00 pm 

Spacious one-level living can be enjoyed in this 
wonderful four bedroom, three full, two half-bath Ranch 
with open floor plan. Breakfast room opens to deck, 
large family room and so much more! Wilson School 
area. Beautifully maintained, ideal cul-de-sac location. 

 Offered at $729,000

Westfield

DIR:  E. Broad to left on Springfield Avenue to right on Mohican.
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TREE TIPS:
Beautiful Crab Apple Trees

By: Martin Schmiede, President
Schmiede Tree Expert Company

     The prettiest of the trees in the

rose family are the crap apples.

Many varieties blossom forth in

the early spring with white, pink,

red and even some nearly pur-

plish hues.  All are varieties of

crab apple trees.  There are so

many of these varieties that some

may be related and others totally

unrelated.  Applying a simple

measure, horticulturists assign

any apple trees whose fruits are

two inches or less in diameter to

the genus of crab apples.

     These spectacular trees have

a colorful history.  Many came

from eastern Europe.  Siberian

crab apple trees, for example, are

popular in the northern zones

because of their hardiness.  Cap-

tain John Smith noted a native

species growing in Virginia.  It

is thought by romantic historians

that many of the trees  planted

by the legendary Johnny

Appleseed were actually crab

apples, thus spread across our

land to add to its beauty.

     Most crab apple varieties pro-

duce fruits.  They may range

from the size of peas up to two

inches in diameter.  Most are PAID BULLETIN BOARD
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908-233-TREE

edible, although also very bitter

in taste.  They are used exten-

sively, however, in the manufac-

ture of jellies and preserves.

     A botanical garden in New

York has a crab apple tree with

fifteen different varieties grafted

to its main branches.  At the sea-

son of blooming, this tree looks

like a giant bouquet of spring

flowers - what a large and lovely

sight!

     Crab apples are, unfortu-

nately, subject to pests.  They

may be attacked by scale, bor-

ers or fireblight.

     The fungus fireblight and

scab can be controlled only by a

specific fungicide applied in

April.  After that time, we have

no effective methods of treating

this infection.  The fungus af-

fects the leaves and branches,

with the leaves shrivelling up

and falling off in large numbers.

Indeed, sometimes whole trees

are defoliated by the end of July.

Landowners might think that

these trees will not survive these

defoliation ordeals.  They will

notice the following spring,

however, that the blossoms are

appearing prettier than ever be-

fore.

     When selecting crab apple

trees, people  should rely heavily

on the advice of reliable nursery

owners.  The object is to select

only the disease / pest resistant

varieties.  If property owners do

not want to clean up fruits or

watch the birds, they should

choose trees that do flower but

do not produce fruits large

enough to cause distress.

     It’s really unfair that the name

crab - usually applied to ungainly

beach creatures or unfriendly

human beings - should be at-

tached to such attractive flower-

ing plants - our crab apple trees.

     Don’t eat the apples, but en-

joy the jellies!

In the heart of Wychwood, very spacious 4 BR Col on a quiet cul-de-sac.  3 fireplaces, large LR,
banquet sz DR 18 x 17, FR adjacent to KIT w/eating area.  MBR suite 27x12 with frplc & wlk-in
closet.  Elegant foyer, CAC, 2 CG, ample closet & storage and much more! WSF0948  $1,250,000

Visit me at my website:
www.Realtor.com

www.coldwellbankermoves.com/hye-young.choi
email: hye-young@att.net

Contact Hye-Young Choi Today for the Perfect Home!

#1 Realtor in the Westfield Office  1994-2003
NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award

Gold: 1987-2001, Platinum: 2002, 2003

Hye-Young Choi
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Coolidge Street Resident Makes
Suggestions for Safer Construction

Editor’s note: this letter, along with
photographs, was originally sent to the
mayor and council.

* * * * * * *
I have lived on Coolidge Street for the

past 12 and half years. By any account, I
am happy and pleased to be living here.

Within the past two years, we have
witnessed a new trend occurring on many
streets in town, the “knock down/new
construction” of homes on existing sites.
This has happened frequently on Coolidge
Street. The trend is likely to continue, as
there are a fair number of homes on the
street that have never had an addition to
the original house. In fact, the application
to tear down 1038 Coolidge Street, which
is currently before you, is a good example
of that.

From many points of view, this phe-
nomena isn’t a bad thing. The housing
stock is being renewed, the tax base is
growing, people are showing confidence
in Westfield and are investing money,
lots of it, in Westfield. Often, the new
house may actually make the homes
around it more valuable.

But, apart from the implications of
building towering, $1 million
McMansions that don’t fit in the neigh-
borhood, there are other implications that
are coming out and have to be dealt with.
These are rightly called “Emerging Is-
sues” and I want to make it clear that I am
not faulting you for not having policies in
place that address the issues. However, I
am saying that it is time to start consider-
ing the “Emerging Issues” and to change
current building code practices to better
manage these issues.

The most pressing issue that I see is
how long the process can take. Attached
to this email are several photo’s taken of
two sites directly cross from 1038
Coolidge Street, both of which were
knocked down in the April-May 2004
period. As you can see, one of the houses
is unfinished, and the windows and doors
are wide open for anyone to enter.

Further, there is building material scat-

tered about the yard, and of course, a port-
a-potty. Progress on the site is slow, dis-
cussions among neighbors lead to the
conclusion that work is currently being
done on this site about once a week. I did
see contractors on the site on October 2,
but I don’t see any real progress.

Compared to the site next door, progress
on the first site seems rapid. The second
site has a foundation. That is all. Five
months worth of work and just a founda-
tion to show for it.

If you don’t think this a problem, then
wait until one of the town’s teenagers, as
a prank, gets hurt at one of these sites.
Entry onto the foundation could cause a
significant injury if someone were to step
on or hit one of the steel rods protruding
upward from the cinder block. (I sent
along a picture of that to help make my
point.)

From what I understand, a contractor
has a year to finish a project. If that is true,
then these contractors are operating within
the code. So it isn’t their fault or problem.
But clearly, laws that made sense when
the town was being first built should not
be applied to knock down/new construc-
tion sites. At a minimum, a completion
bond should be posted, or a bona-fide sale
to a fully financed customer should be in
place. How long a period is needed to
build a house? A year is too long, six
months to finish the exterior and remove
the port-a-potty seems generous.

I am not asking that you delay the 1038
Coolidge application, since the parties
here have done nothing wrong. In fact, as
noted above, the contractors at the other
two sites are probably operating within
their rights. But, I am asking that you
consider making changes so that this pro-
cess is better managed in the future. There
must be other towns that have set an
example of how to accommodate the pro-
cess without long delays or undue risk to
our children.

Thank you for your time and attention.

John Cerra
Westfield

The Coalition to Stop the Train Invites
Public to Attend Rally in Springfield

Mayor, Council Are Ignoring Traffic
Concerns Associated With Deck Plan

As you may be aware the Union County
Board of Freeholders have entered in to an
agreement with the M&E Railroad to re-
store freight service on a defunct rail line
that runs through Summit, Springfield,
Kenilworth, Roselle, and Roselle Park.
The Freeholders had given assurance that
reactivation would not happen without the
consent of all affected communities.

Promises were broken, and taxpayer
money is now financing a plan that benefits
no one except the M&E. No clear business
plan has ever been put forth demonstrating
any need for rail service in the county.

Townships have retained attorneys to
take legal action against the M&E. Grass
roots organizations such as the Coalition
to Stop the Train have engaged in active
letter writing campaigns. There have been
many community meetings where citi-
zens and public officials have spoken out

strongly against the railroad.
At noon on October 23, a large rally will

be held in Springfield to further demon-
strate the public’s discontent. Elected offi-
cials, many of whom spoke at the recent
Stop the Train meeting in Summit, have
been invited to also speak at this rally.
After presentations are made, protestors
will cross Mountain Avenue, exactly where
the tracks will run, to block traffic just as
the proposed freight train will.

This event will raise public awareness
and keep our officials focused on what is
a very serious issue.

For more information, please contact
Coalition To Stop The Train, P.O. Box
76, Kenilworth, New Jersey 07033 or e-
mail to: stopthetrain@comcast.net.

James Neville
Springfield

On Tuesday, November 2, Westfield
residents will have the opportunity to
vote on a referendum for a parking garage
between Elm and Prospect Streets.

This garage supposedly will provide
parking for downtown employees and
shoppers. Downtown merchants complain
that shoppers currently have inadequate
parking. It should be noted that the mer-
chants and employees REFUSED sug-
gestions to park at the south side train
station lot on Saturday and Sunday, thus
not leaving north side spaces for costum-
ers. It looks like the merchants do not
really care about costumers after all. Will
shoppers pay 75 cents an hour to park at
Westfield Mall? I doubt it.

The traffic study revealed that the Pros-
pect and Broad intersection was an “F”
(failing) intersection currently and would

worsen with the garage. Prospect and
Dudley intersection already has a high
incidence of traffic accidents. The mayor’s
commission in 2002 recommended three
small garages in order to disperse traffic
more evenly. After spending a great deal
of time and money on studies, the results
are being ignored.

At numerous council meetings the is-
sues of traffic and safety (especially of
children going to schools, the YMCA and
other activities in the area) has been men-
tioned by residents. The mayor and a
majority of the council have ignored the
issue and have provided no plan to miti-
gate the traffic problem. They have an
obsession with building a garage some-
place, anyplace even if it is the wrong
place.

There are alternatives, which have not
been fully explored. These should have
been implemented before building a ga-
rage. Even excluding the financial bur-
den on taxpayers, I urge all Westfield to
vote NO based on traffic and safety con-
cerns.

Robert Tarte
Westfield

Kean Criticizes Rating
Status of Cigarette Bond

TRENTON – State Senator Tho-
mas Kean, Jr. (R-21) reacted sharply
to the near junk bond status assigned
to the cigarette securitization bonds.
Standard & Poor’s bond rating ser-
vice assigned a preliminary BBB rat-
ing to bonds backed by cigarette taxes
on Monday. The BBB rating is only
two steps above junk bond status. The

sale of the bonds was authorized by
the Cigarette Sterilization Tax Act of
2004.

“It is truly reprehensible what has
happened to New Jersey’s credit rat-
ing,” Senator Kean said. “New Jersey
is an affluent state with many hard-
working families that pay their bills
on time. It is not fair to them that they
are now saddled with the increased
costs of a bond issuance that has been
given a lower credit rating.”

Standard & Poor’s cited the “ab-
sence of a lien or security interest in
the pledged revenues; a volatile and
declining projected revenue stream that
is subject to numerous factors, most of
which are not under the control of the
state; a maturity schedule that extends
thirty years although the state projects
that the bonds will be provided for in
16 years; the lack of any non-impair-
ment language that would prevent any
future diversion of cigarette tax rev-
enues or the reduction of the cigarette
tax; and the weak covering of MADS
by available revenues.”

“This is the worst bond rating the
state has ever had. The administration
was warned numerous times that the
structure of this debt would lead to
lower bond ratings and the outcome of
their fiscal incompetence would be
millions in higher cost to the taxpay-
ers,” Senator Kean stated. “Governor
McGreevey can start doing the right
thing and cancel the remaining bonds
to be sold which would in turn cause
immediate spending reductions still
early in the fiscal year.”

Candidate Campaign Release - Congress

Gephardt, Brozak Speak
To Seniors on Drug Costs

UNION – Congressman Richard
Gephardt, the former House Demo-
cratic Leader, campaigned in Union
Township on behalf of the Kerry-
Edwards ticket and 7th Congressional
District Democratic candidate Steve
Brozak. Speaking before a large
crowd of seniors, Rep. Gephardt and
Mr. Brozak underscored the need to
provide greater access to prescription
drugs for the elderly.

“Under President John Kerry and
Congressman Steve Brozak, there
will no longer be any doubt that our
senior citizens have access to life
saving prescription medicine,” said
Rep. Gephardt. “The current Ad-
ministration and their allies in
Congresshave put the needs of their
corporate sponsors ahead of the

needs of millions of seniors to no
longer have to choose between shel-
ter, food and medicine.”

 “All our lives, this generation pro-
vided for us and now it is our respon-
sibility to provide for them,” said
Mr. Brozak. “Sadly, the White House,
the Republican Congress and my
opponent have acted too often as
handmaidens for the drug lobby,
rather than in the best interests of our
seniors. They have had their oppor-
tunity to provide affordable prescrip-
tion drugs and protect Social Secu-
rity and Medicare and they have
failed. It is time to elect a president
and a congress that will honor the
sacrifice of our seniors by protecting
not only their generation but also
future generations to come.”

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

Notice is hereby given that on October
27, 2004 at 7:30 P.M. in the Borough Hall
of the Borough of Fanwood at 75 North
Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey
the Planning Board will hold a public hear-
ing for a site plan at 43 South Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey also known as Block
55, Lot 7 (formerly within Lot 5) as shown
on the Fanwood Tax Map.

Sec. 184-161B(3) Variance Requested:
Location of parking; Permitted: No;
Present: pre-existing; Proposed: Same.
Front yard parking

Sec. 184-118E(4) Variance Requested:
Side yard setback; Permitted: 5 feet, 20
feet; Present: 0.73 feet, 2.14 feet; Pro-
posed: same

The application will also seek such other
relief as may be determined necessary at
the public hearing based upon review of
the application or amendment(s) to the
application.

All interested persons may be present
and heard.

The file pertaining to this application is
available for public inspection during nor-
mal business hours from the Secretary of
the Board at the Administration Office of
the Borough of Fanwood at 75 North
Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey.

Stanley Fink, Esq.
Fink Rosner Ershow-Levenberg, LLC

1093 Raritan Road
P.O. Box 858

Clark, New Jersey 07066
For

K-9 Guardians
43 South Avenue

Fanwood, New Jersey 07023
1 T - 10/7/04, The Times Fee: $35.70

Letters to the Editor

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

PLANNING BOARD

Notice is hereby given that the Westfield
Planning Board at its meeting on Monday
October 4, 2004 memorialized the follow-
ing Board action taken the same night on
Monday October 4, 2004:

04-23 MARK S. DOW, 253 PROSPECT
STREET, (BLOCK 2504, LOT 3)
AND MARK & JANE BELL, 259
PROSPECT STREET, (BLOCK
2504, LOT 4), SEEKING MINOR
SUBDIVISION.  APPLICANTS
SEEKING TO MOVE THE LOT
LINE BETWEEN LOTS 3 & 4 IN
BLOCK 2504 BY TRANSFER-
RING APPROXIMATELY 3,570
SQUARE FEET FROM LOT 4 TO
LOT 3, CREATING NEW LOTS
3.01 AND 4.01. – Approved with
conditions.

Kenneth B. Marsh
Secretary

1 T - 10/7/04, The Leader Fee: $21.93

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com


