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NEW FREEHOLDER…Superior Court Assignment Judge Walter Barisonek,
left, swears in Bette Jane Kowalski of Cranford as a Union County Freeholder on
September 30 in Elizabeth. Freeholder Kowalski’s husband, Andrew Lanset,
holds The Bible.

Freeholders Move Forward
On Farm, Detention Center

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUNTY – Following up on their
purchase of the 23-acre Seville-Ponde-
rosa Farm in Scotch Plains, the Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders
last week hired an engineering firm to
prepare recreation options for the land.

The freeholders purchased the farm for
$10 million from Norman “Dutch” Seville
last year. The county used its Open Space,
Recreation and Historic Preservation Trust
Fund to complete the purchase.

The fund, approved as a ballot ques-
tion by voters in November 2000, is
financed by a 1.5 cents per $100 of
assessed property value on county
property owners.

County Manager George Devanney
said T&M Associates of Middletown
would provide the county with poten-
tial uses for the farm as well provid-
ing cost analysis on what it would
cost to develop the property for recre-
ational purposes. The initial contract
with T&M is for $54,600.

“They will look at a whole range of
options (for the farm),” Mr. Devanney
said.

The board also contracted with the
Holbrek Group of Turner Falls, Mass.
to design and install the exhibits for
an addition and renovations at the
Trailside Nature and Science Mu-
seum in Mountainside. The total cost
of the Trailside project is $4.6 million
with $1 million coming from the open
space trust fund and the remainder
from the county’s capital budget.

The expanded facility will house
four new classrooms for school
groups, scouts and adults; new ex-
hibit and supply areas, audio-visual
facilities, handicapped access, a kitch-
enette for receptions, renovated
restrooms and additional office space
for staff and museum naturalists. Plans
for the project were first announced
in 2001. The project will consolidate
operations currently in three building
into the main building on the Trailside
property located off of New Provi-

Lauren S. Pass for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MEETING OF THE WESTFIELD MINDS...Senator Tom Kean, Jr., left, chats
with former New Jersey Acting Governor Frank McDermott at a fundraiser for
Republican Union County Freeholder candidate Frank Arena on Sunday. Sena-
tor Kean, Mr. McDermott and Mr. Arena are all Westfield residents.
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dence Road in Mountainside.
Freeholder Daniel Sullivan said he

believes the expanded facility will
provide “an outstanding venue for
teaching in Union County.”

On yet another capital project, the
board approved the second reading of an
ordinance approving an $8.9 million
bond ordinance for the county’s new 74-
bed detention facility to be built in Lin-
den on Edwards Street off of Routes 1 &
9. The county purchased the property,
located in an industrial section of Lin-
den, for $4.3 million earlier this year.

The bonds are for the first phase of
the project, which includes the archi-
tectural and engineering specifications.

In other business, Bette Jane
Kowalski of Cranford was sworn into
office by Union County Superior
Court Judge Walter Barisonek as the
newest freeholder. Ms. Kowalski fills
the vacancy left by the resignation of
Mary Ruotolo of Westfield.

Freeholder Kowalski, whose term
runs through the end of the year, is
running on the Democratic line on
Tuesday, November 2, ballot for a
full three-year term on the board. She
holds a masters degree from New
York University and is a former edi-
tor of the World Press Review, a
monthly magazine on foreign affairs
based in New York.

At the start of the meeting, Free-
holder Alexander Mirabella of
Fanwood presented a resolution hon-
oring Reverend Donald Hummel,
Pastor of St. Bartholomew’s Church
in Scotch Plains, upon receiving the
Silver Buffalo Award from the Boy
Scouts of America.

The award is granted upon action of
the National Executive Board of the
Boy Scouts of America to individuals
for service to youth over a significant
period of time.

Campaign Release - Scotch Plains GOP

Mayor Martin Marks
Councilwoman Paulette Coronato

SCOTCH PLAINS – Mayor Mar-
tin Marks and Councilwoman Paulette
Coronato recently completed a tour
and inspection of the new and reno-
vated parks, playgrounds and ball
fields in Scotch Plains. Because of
the extensive work and expansions,
the tour lasted most of the afternoon.

“Just a few years back, then-Coun-
cilman Bill McClintock and I made a
promise to the youth of Scotch Plains
that we could establish five new ball
fields in five years,” said Mayor
Marks. “Mr. McClintock is now re-
tired from a distinguished career on
the township council but strong lead-
ers like Paulette Coronato, Frank
Rossi, Nancy Malool, and Carolyn

Candidates Inspect
Twp. Rec. Facilities

Sorge have taken that commitment
seriously and it is rewarding to see
this promise being fulfilled.”

New baseball and soccer fields were
established at the Vo-Tech on Raritan
Road and with a commitment from
Union County to join Scotch Plains
in the effort; this site is already sched-
uled for expansion. Memorial Field
on Plainfield Avenue was dedicated
in 2003 and the youth of the commu-
nity have been making good use of
the soccer and baseball fields at this
beautiful facility. Kramer, Farley, and
Jerseyland parks have also seen ex-
tensive renovations over the last three
years as these fields were re-graded,
with new sod, fencing, scoreboards,
and irrigation systems. The work has
been completed on the Fields of
Dreams project at Park Middle
School, which was a joint effort be-
tween Scotch Plains Township, the
Borough of Fanwood, our Board of
Education, and the County of Union.
This site is soon to be dedicated and
will be ready for play in the spring. It
is a state of the art facility that will
house two extra baseball fields, and
will also allow for soccer, football,
and other athletic activities.

Councilwoman Coronato stated,
“Not only have we seen the addition
of the much needed ball fields, but we
have also seen extensive work creat-
ing and renovating playgrounds at
Haven, Green Forest, Jerseyland,
Farley, Greenside, and Kramer parks.
Tennis courts were resurfaced at
Kramer and new basketball courts
are being used at both Jerseyland and
Kramer parks. We are quite fortunate
that our Recreation and Parks De-
partment and Recreation Commis-
sion were ready to take up the charge
of the township council, and they
have fulfilled and even surpassed the
promise that was made to the young-
sters in our community. We are equally
fortunate that the residents of this
town passed the Open Space Trust
fund in 1999 that has helped fund
these projects.”

The work to establish more recre-
ation opportunities does not stop in
2004 as additional renovations are
being contemplated and planned for
Brookside Park, southside ball fields,
the Little League field on the north
side of Route 22, and the Vo-Tech site
mentioned earlier.

UNION COUNTY – Thirty-three
days before the November election
another flim flam has been perpe-
trated on the Union County voters.

Every year, three freeholder seats
go up for election. This year only one
incumbent was picked to run for re-
election. Freeholder Mary Ruotolo
whose term expires this year did not
seek reelection. She would have fin-
ished her term in December except
she stepped down from her post last
week. The Union County Democratic
Committee replaced her with their
candidate, Bette Jane Kowalski, who
now has the luxury of running as an
incumbent.

For the next 33 days, the county
will work hard to introduce the public
to their new freeholder. Although there
are nine freeholders, a virtual un-
known entity is now the foremost
freeholder.

This latest political maneuver chips
away another piece of the democratic

CAMPAIGN RELEASE

By Joe Renna, Candidate for UC Freeholder
with Pat Quattrocchi, Bruce Paterson and Frank Arena

Candidate Takes
Issue With Replacement

system. Once a precedent is set the
abuse of conventions becomes easier.
The freeholder post should have not
been vacated prior to the election. If
Mrs. Ruotolo could not fulfill her
duties at the two monthly meetings
scheduled for October she could have
registered absent like she has done
many times before. The post should
have been left vacant until the elec-
tion. Her name has already been en-
graved in plaques around the county.
Her photo will soon follow. This is
being done at the taxpayer’s expense
in order to secure her chances of
getting elected in November. If vot-
ers are fed up with this abuse of
power by the all-Democratic Free-
holder Board, they should vote the
incumbents out.

Help the team of Joe Renna, Patricia
Quattrocchi, Frank Arena and Bruce
Paterson give the county back to the
people. To learn more about us and our
“Vision for Union County” or to vol-
unteer in this effort, please visit our
website at wwwUnioncountygop.org
or call us at (908) 789-0200.

Pilot Harriet Quimby to Be
Showcased at WF Hist. Soc.
WESTFIELD – The Westfield His-

torical Society will welcome “First
Lady of the Air” Harriet Quimby,
America’s first licensed woman pi-
lot, in a performance by actress/sto-
ryteller Laurie Gaulke on Friday,
October 15 at 7:30 p.m. in the Com-
munity Room of the Westfield Mu-
nicipal Building.

Ms. Gaulke will use Ms. Quimby’s
own words in exploring early avia-
tion and show how the desire and
excitement she felt to become an avia-

trix would lead her to the skies 26
years before Amelia Earhart. She be-
came the first woman to fly solo across
the English Channel in 1912.

The role of Harriet Quimby is not
the only one Ms. Gaulke has pre-
sented to the public. In one-woman
interactive performances, she has
been a suffragist; a Salvation Army
Lassie during World War I; Kate
Dickens, the daughter of Charles
Dickens; Mary Todd Lincoln, the
wife of Abraham Lincoln and dis-
cussed the dress and decorum in
Victorian America.

Ms. Gaulke said she always strives
for historical accuracy and uses pri-
mary sources such as diaries, letters
and journals wherever possible to
allow the characters to speak for
themselves.

The program is open to the public
at no charge. Light refreshments will
be served at the end of the program.

NJ Residents Can Voice
Views on Property Tax
TRENTON – The Property Tax Con-

vention Task Force launched a new
website, www.nj.gov/convention,
aimed at soliciting public input and
providing information about conduct-
ing a constitutional convention to fix
New jersey’s property tax system.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com
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