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MOUNTMOUNTMOUNTMOUNTMOUNTAINSIDE AINSIDE AINSIDE AINSIDE AINSIDE — The Pot-
ters Guild of New Jersey, an organi-
zation dedicated to the development
of New Jersey’s ceramic artists, held
their 11th Annual Holiday Pottery
Show and Sale at Community Pres-
byterian Church in Mountainside
on November 13 and 14.

Over 25 guild members partici-
pated in the event,
which showcased
handcrafted ce-
ramic vases, pitch-
ers, plates, trays
and other one of a
kind pieces of pot-
tery created by
members.

The guild holds
several shows each
year where the ce-
ramic craftsman-
ship of its 50-plus
membership from
throughout the
state can be pre-
sented to the gen-
eral public.

In addition to
selling pottery directly from their
tables, many potters received com-
missions for custom work, such as
eight piece place settings, at the
sale.

“We had a lot of serious buyers,”
said Nancy Radomski, Marketing
Director for the Guild, “many of
whom were first-time customers.”

Radomski added that many long-
time customers were returning to
this year’s show and sale with their
adult children, who were looking to

purchase pottery for themselves.
One such parent and child team

were mother Donna Duffy and her
daughter, Tara Lombardo both of
Scotch Plains, who were eagerly scout-
ing out interesting pieces for their
personal collections.

“We come to the show every year,”
said Duffy. “We look for interesting
shapes and sizes to display in the
china closet.”

“It’s a generational thing,” agreed
Lombardo.

“There’s real quality here,” com-
mented Guild Member Chris Saw-
yer, of Dover, whose table of food-
safe, non-toxic cookware was draw-
ing prospective buyers.

About a dozen visitors to the show
expressed an interest in joining the
Potter’s Guild, according to
Radomski.

For more information about the
Potters Guild of New Jersey, please
visit www.pottersguildnj.org.

           Michelle Helen Le Poidevin for The Leader/Times
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – “Clouds Go Wild”

by 35-year Westfield resident Edmund
Faltermayer, a children’s
book published posthu-
mously by Author House,
is expected to be released
on Wednesday, December
15.

Westfield was a model
for the book’s setting, the
fictional town of
Lysander. Faltermayer
began writing the novel
shortly after the blizzard
of 1978, during which
18 inches of snow hit the Westfield area
in a series of snowstorms.

Readers young and old will
recognize Westfield in de-
scriptions of Lysander’s wide
streets and stately old homes
with wrap-around porches.
Faltermayer was a member
of The Presbyterian Church
in Westfield and Echo Lake
Country Club. He served as
President of the Westfield
Memorial Library board.

The story’s protagonist
Roderick Ringley was in-
spired by the author’s son, Steven, whose
obsession with snow lasts to this day.
An accomplished journalist,

Faltermayer hoped one day to publish
a novel for children.

“Clouds Go Wild” was
two decades in the mak-
ing, with final revisions
completed in 2001. He
book was being shopped
around to the major pub-
lishing houses in New York
City when Faltermayer
died due to complications
of Lou Gehrig’s disease
(ALS) in January of 2003.

Frances Faltermayer and
Charlotte Faltermayer

Dolling, the author’s wife and daughter,
decided to publish “Clouds Go Wild”

themselves to ensure control
over the novel’s content and
to preserve the author’s voice.
They chose AuthorHouse to
produce and market the book.
The two collaborated to com-
plete the final preparation of
the novel, from formatting to
proofreading, for publication.

Frances, an art history
teacher at the Wardlaw-
Hartridge School in Edison,
illustrated the novel’s cover.

“Clouds Go Wild” is Faltermayer’s
first work of fiction. A portion of the
proceeds from the novel will go to
ALS research.

Copies of “Clouds Go Wild” may be
purchased as of December 15 by visit-
ing www.cloudsgowild.com or by call-
ing AuthorHouse at (888) 280-7715.
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD — David Hatfield
serves as a profound reminder that
stereotypes are a poor guide in forming
an opinion.

Sitting across the table from this
handsome, well-spoken, clean-cut guy,
one would find it hard to believe that
he is the founder of Delian League, a
“heavy metal” band that is bound to go
places.

The band formed 2 ½ years ago, and
has already recorded a demo. Now,
they are in the studio working on their
first album, due for release in April
2005 on Screaming Ferret Records.

When asked about the band’s enig-
matic name, Hatfield told The
Westfield Leader and The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times about the Greek
reference to the army responsible for
“clearing a path for the arts in civiliza-
tion.” It seems that Athenian culture
saw its heyday as the League carved the
way for wealth and arts, after freeing
Greek cities from the Persians.

While the sounds of heavy metal
may not be a cultural ideal for all, the
music was perfectly fine for a brisk
walk around the lake, as The Leader/
Times had an opportunity to hear the
demo, “The Day of Question.”

You can download the three songs
on the demo by visiting http://
www.delianleague.com/media.html.

The band currently has five mem-
bers (three of which are Westfield High
School graduates) including Hatfield,
one of the originals who founded the
group with Richard Broadhead in 2003.

Although Delian League is his first
formal band, Hatfield has been a gui-
tarist since the eighth grade, and a
student of voice, jazz, and guitar for
years. He also teaches at the Scotch
Plains Music Center when he isn’t busy
in the studio, performing, or at his full-
time job managing the Barnes & Noble

in Springfield.
In fact, one thread connecting these

five seems to be their passion, dedica-
tion, and love of bands like Metallica.
Each is a serious musician, and, while
not busy in the studio, is living the life
of any other person waiting for that
ultimate, big break.

Bass player Shane
Boulos manages his
own company and
is studying graphic
design. Guitarist
Broadhead, who
writes the songs
with Hatfield, holds
a master’s degree
from Stevens Insti-
tute of Technology,
and is described by
Hatfield as the clas-
sically-minded guy
who balances him
and brings “com-
mon sense and feel-
ing” to Delian
League.

The band’s new-
est member, drum-
mer Joe Dooling,
owns a hardware
store in Suffern,
N.Y., while vocalist
Jude Andrade, who
did some marketing
on the Internet and
established a mail-
ing list of more than
500, is employed by
J.P. Morgan and
Company.

Go figure.
Hatfield’s dream

is that, following the release of their
album, a major record company would
pick up Delian League and the tour
will begin. Somehow, this does not
seem unrealistic for the group that has
been named the “Best Unsigned Band

of 2004” by the Aquarian, a well-re-
spected area weekly music publication.

Having opened for bands like An-
thrax and Overkill, they also played at
a party for Alice Cooper.

As Hatfield said, “Before someone
judges who we are, you have to see us

live. We are not only playing the music,
but feeling     the music. We love what we
do.”

Delian League can be heard on
WDHA, 105.5 FM, as well as on other
radio stations.
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – Westfield
High School graduate Marc Acito,
the author of “How I Paid for
College: A Novel of Sex, Theft,
Friendship & Musical Theater,”
appeared at Barnes & Noble
Bookstore in Clark in the Meet

the Writers
program on
November 19.

A Portland,
Ore. resident,
Acito is a syn-
dicated hu-
morist, whose
column ap-
pears in 19
newspapers.

After briefly attending drama
school, he sang roles with major
opera companies, including Se-
attle Opera.

“How I Paid for College…” is
described by the book’s publisher,
Broadway Books, as “a farcical
coming-of-age story that com-
bines the first-person tone of
David Sedaris with the Byzantine
plot of Armistead Maupin.”

Acito’s book has received praise
from Details, Out, and City maga-
zines, as well as the BBC and
London Financial Times.
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AREA AREA AREA AREA AREA – Students from the New
Jersey Youth Symphony’s (NJYS) Youth
Orchestra will perform in concert at
Morristown High School on Sunday,
December 5, at 4 p.m.

The concert program will include
Von Suppe’s Overture to Poet and Peas-
ant, Saint-Saën’s Suite Algerienne, Ope.
60, Rachmaninov’s Symphonic Move-
ment in D Minor, and Bass’s The Night
Before Christmas, featuring NJYS’

Operations Manager Robert Varner as
the narrator.

Ken Selden, who is in his first year with
the ensemble, leads the NJYS, which is for
advanced students in grades 7 to 12. He is
also assistant conductor of the Eos Or-
chestra and the Brooklyn Philharmonic.

Adult admission is $5, while stu-
dents and children are admitted for
free. For more information, please visit
www.njys.org.
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – At 4 p.m. last
Saturday, the doors to Juxtapose
Gallery on Elm Street in Westfield
were opened to collectors and ad-
mirers of Springfield artist Helen
Frank.

Besides the one spacious gallery
wall normally devoted to Frank’s art-
work, other spaces were set aside to
mount the artist’s etchings, drawings
and lithographs.

Frank, who was on-hand for the
three-hour exhibition and reception,
was unstoppable and exuberant, greet-
ing visitors and modestly explaining
her techniques and creativity.

“It was the most successful show
ever,” reported Juxtapose Gallery
Proprietor Gerri Gildea on Monday
morning. “It went very well. The
whole gallery was filled throughout
the evening. I would estimate that
over 100 people came.”

While sales of Frank’s etchings were
made during the show, no one will
pick up their pieces for another two
weeks. Visitors and shoppers are en-
couraged to stop by and view copies
of the etchings, as well as multiple
works by the artist.

The showcase window of Juxta-
pose featured one of Frank’s latest

original drawings,
“The Dining Room,”
while the two other re-
cent pieces, “Dance
Lesson” and “Central
Park” were also promi-
nently displayed.

Gildea announced
that the gallery will host
its next reception on
Saturday, December 4,
for artist Joanna

Wezyk.
For more information, please call

Juxtapose Gallery at (908) 233-3278
or visit www.juxtaposegallery.com.
To preview some of Wezyk’s art-
work, visit the gallery or log onto
http://www.joannawezykart.com.
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD — Westfield resident,
Donna Lisa, has been busy promoting
her delightful children’s CD, “Toucan
You Can.” The singer/songwriter/per-
former and all around musical dynamo
believes strongly in educating children
through the magic of music and make
believe.

In an article published
last April in The
Westfield Leader and
The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times, I spoke
highly of Lisa’s debut
recording, and I am
pleased to learn that the
artist is receiving the ac-
colades that she deserves.

“Toucan You Can” has
garnered several impres-
sive awards and many
exciting and noteworthy
projects are in the mak-
ing, including a benefit
CD, entitled “Jersey
Jams III, Playful Journeys to Grow
on.”

With the assistance of SRA studio
President Seth Alexander and Courier
News Entertainment Editor, Bob
Makin, Lisa’s new CD will aid New
Jersey children though scholarships and
music education. Several of the artists
featured on the CD will be well-known
and recognizable talents.

Lisa is also at work on an animated
film that has strong interest from a
major California animation studio. She
recently signed with a literary agent in

California who is very interested in
Lisa’s work and hopes to find the right
house that will publish Lisa’s stories in
conjunction with her music.

The wife, mother and psychothera-
pist always manages to find time to
perform locally at schools and libraries
and is passionate about sharing her
love of music with children.

Raised in California,
Lisa studied songwriting
and story writing and
holds a bachelor’s de-
gree from the Univer-
sity of California and a
master’s degree from
Yeshiva University.

“Toucan You Can” is
filled with wonderfully
catchy tunes, all penned
by Lisa, and the CD in-
cludes the talents of sev-
eral local children. The
artist sings and accom-
panies herself on the
guitar, and I honestly
can say that this is one

of the best children’s albums I have ever
heard.

In addition to the title song, the CD
offers many clever songs, including
“Oliver Otter,” “My Malamute” and
“Hey, Baby Llama.”

Recent awards include The Children’s
Music Web Award for Best Preschool
Album, the iParenting Media Award
and the John Lennon Songwriting
Contest, among others.

When I most recently spoke to the
artist, she had just finished performing
at the Hard Rock Café in Washington

DC, where she had won the Mid-
Atlantic Song Contest for her original
songs, “Toucan You Can” and “My
Pockets.”

The innovative and educational CD
would make a great gift for the holi-
days. The CD is available for purchase
at CDBaby.com/DonnaLisa and on
Amazon.Com.

For more information on the artist
and to inquire about bookings, please
visit www.DonnaLisaMusic.com.
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