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SCOSCOSCOSCOSCOTTTTTCH PLCH PLCH PLCH PLCH PLAINSAINSAINSAINSAINS – The Scotch
Plains and Fanwood Arts
Association will sponsor a
bus trip to The Metropoli-
tan Museum of Art (MMA)
in New York City on Tues-
day, December 7.

Visitors will have the op-
portunity to view special
exhibits, including “China
Dawn of a Golden Age,
200 to 750 A.D.,” “Princely
Splendor: The Dresden
Court, 1580 to 1620,” and
“The Colonial Andes Tap-
estries & Silverwork, 1530
to 1830.”

The traditional MMA
Christmas tree and
Neopolitan Baroque

Get
Outta
The

House

              Photo Courtesy of The
Metropolitan Museum of Art
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POPCORN™

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

SSSSSideideideideidewayswayswayswaysways: : : : : The DThe DThe DThe DThe Days ofays ofays ofays ofays of
WWWWWine and ine and ine and ine and ine and WWWWWoe-Ioe-Ioe-Ioe-Ioe-Is-Ms-Ms-Ms-Ms-Meeeee’’’’’sssss

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGERBy MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGERBy MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGERBy MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGERBy MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
3 & ½ popcorns

Life is tough. Witness the trials and
tribulations of Miles Raymond in
writer-director Alexander Payne’s bit-
tersweet portrait of the human com-
edy, Sideways.

Played with a tragicomic efferves-
cence by Paul Giamatti, the divorcee
and author of two rejected novels re-
calls the melancholic protagonists of early
20th century literature, when it was fash-
ionable to feel sorry for one’s self. But this
classical sad sack updates the syndrome.
His ego would have it no other way. He
must redefine middle-class malaise. If
you’re going to be depressed, by golly, be
the best at it.

Formerly, the problem was one of alien-
ation. A result of the introspection afforded
the suddenly moneyed, Madame contracted
the vapors; Monsieur agonized over the
insignificance of man. Shortly thereafter,
recognizing the need, Freud invented psy-
chiatry to fill it. And business has been brisk
ever since.

But now, in post-Warholian times,
when 15 minutes of fame pleases our van-
ity no better than a non super-sized burger
satisfies our appetites, there is a new malady.
Miles suffers from it. And it is on the
occasion of this last hurrah, this bachelor
traipse through California wine country in
celebration of best friend Jack’s (Thomas
Haden Church) impending nuptials, that
we observe his highly entertaining, thought
provoking symptoms.

After a hard week at work, looking for a
little diversion come Saturday night at the
Bijou, by all rights we should strangle this
guy for dragging our heads through the
muck and mire of his tortured mind. Too
bad if he hasn’t made his mark. Where does
he get off? We have our own troubles. Who
is he anyway? So what if he hasn’t become
famous?

But we do an interesting thing instead.
We like him.

In a testament to the human spirit, we
cheer Miles on. After all, his agent has
submitted a third novel to a publisher, and
there “has been some interest.” Besides, he’s
so bright, so passionate, and so humorous
in his own self-effacing way. Maybe this
adventure will give him the shove he needs.
If ever he dares to be happy, we want to be
there.

There’s more. The beneficiary of the
celebratory road trip, Thomas Haden
Church’s rogue pal is just as distinct a
type as Miles’ nebbish. And he just
might be as complex an entry in the ego
sweepstakes. Fair of visage and devil-
may-care, he is the original good time
guy.

Handsome Jack enjoyed brief matinee
idol status on a soap opera 10 years ago, and
still manages to dine out on that fame
whenever the opportunity presents itself.
You know him. He’s the guy in the dorm
who never studied, who just got by. He had
his ways, charming and otherwise. Yet still
you felt sorry for him. There was a certain
sadness in his eye. Not enough to deter him
from his partying ways, mind you. But all
the same, it’s there. You see, Jack isn’t so
vacuous that he doesn’t recognize his vacu-
ity. It’s part of the reason he so admires
Miles.

Of course, friendships and movie plots
being what they are, that admiration
won’t keep the tarnished bon vivant from
compromising his pal from time to time.
This is especially true if it’s in the cause of
l’amour. In Jack’s case, this can’t be often
enough. Which eventually leads to de-
ception. Hence suffice it to note that a

rather tangled web is woven when the
vacationing duo meet up with waitress
Maya (Virginia Madsen) and winery re-
ceptionist Stephanie (Sandra Oh). The
resultant consequences make for very
telling drama.

While the Madsen and Oh hit just the
right notes as the supporting female in-
terests, there is a third character sharing
center stage with Giamatti and Church.
That is wine. Wine in all its aspects, in all
its particulars and in all its glory. Talked
about from start to finish, drunken inces-
santly and romanced like no belle of the
ball has ever known, the nectar of the
grape plays a fully viable, catalytic role in
the doings. It is both metaphor, in how
each persona defines it, as well as entity
unto itself.

Skeptics may want to bring along a
wine aficionado to vouch the accuracy of
Payne’s loving tribute. Otherwise we trust
the filmmaker knows his way around the
vine. The production notes assure it. In
any case, it’s extensive, and rather en-
chanting. Viewing the length and breadth
of someone’s dearly held pastime
oftentimes gives us a unique look at our
own special ardors, at the things we our-
selves imbue with a very special, life af-
firming importance.

Just a personal note, but returning home
after viewing Sideways, I viewed my own
string collection with a whole new perspec-
tive.

But even more enticing in emotion and
intellectual torque than the wine rumina-
tions is the dialogue Payne fashions for his
two bachelor pilgrims. While also neatly
stitching exposition into the conversation,
which helps explain the symbiotic nuances
of their relationship, the running banter his
odd couple engage in holds the movie’s
greatest magic.

As they argue, pontificate, criticize
and ennoble, several times we wonder,
only to once again be convinced, why
they keep their friendship alive. But then
there’s also the je ne sais quoi aspect of it.
It’s not much different than the philo-
sophical question mark raised in any love
relationship. It is explained here not in
words, but in the heartfelt intangibles
both Giamatti and Church’s personae are
able to project through their superb act-
ing performances.

Payne pulls no punches in his exami-
nation of human behavior. People are
capable of terrible things and wonderful
things. That’s the way he plays it…sans
the sugarcoating. While commendable,
it troubles us just a bit.

Sure, these guys have given us agita:
Miles with his unremitting, hangdog
pessimism, and Jack with his servile
attention to libido. But they’ve also
provided several heartwarming mo-
ments, as well as a steady flow of
laughs. In movie terms, they’ve be-
come our friends. And so it stands to
reason that we’d like to see things
come out okay for the boys. The ten-
sion mounts as the weeklong jaunt
approaches its climax.

This is a soulful survey of life that spans
the gamut of emotion. Whimsically reaf-
firming on film the Roman philosopher’s
speculation, in vino veritas (in wine there is
truth), Sideways is clearly the cinema direc-
tion to take if imbibing the good stuff is
your goal.

* * * * * * *
SSSSSideideideideidewayswayswayswaysways, , , , , rated R, is a Fox Searchlight

Pictures release directed by Alexander
Payne and stars Paul Giamatti, Thomas
Haden Church and Virginia Madsen.
Running time: 123 minutes.
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SCOSCOSCOSCOSCOTTTTTCH PLCH PLCH PLCH PLCH PLAINSAINSAINSAINSAINS – The Scotch

Plains-Fanwood High School (SPFHS)
Marching Band and Color Guard pre-
sented a top performance during the
United States Scholastic Band Associa-
tion (USSBA) All-States Champion-
ships on November 13 at Giants Sta-
dium.

The SPFHS groups joined other high
school bands and color guards from
states from Massachusetts to Virginia.

Although their performance was not
enough to win, SPFHS Band Director
Durand Thomas commented, “The
kids gave their best performance of the
year. It was a great way to end the
competitive season.”

Byard Bridge, Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Music Boosters Co-President,
said, “USSBA Group 5 is extremely
competitive. The kids stepped up to
the plate and hit a homerun with their
performance.”
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – The First Congre-
gational Church of Westfield will be-
gin the 21st season of its Mid-Day
Musicales concert series on Wednes-
day, December 1, with violist Brett
Deubner and guitarist Christopher
Kenniff.

These free, half-hour noon concerts
on Wednesdays feature professional
musicians from the Tri-State area and
beyond in classical, jazz and world-
music performances.

On December 8, soprano Meredith

Hoffman-Thomson will perform
with clarinetist William Shadel and
pianist Barbara Thomson. The De-
cember 15 concert will feature duo-
harpists Karen Lindquist and Andre
Tarantiles.

Each concert is followed by a soup
and sandwich luncheon available in
the church’s social hall for $5.

The church is located at 125 Elmer
Street in Westfield.

For more information, please call
(908) 233-2494.
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – The Chansonettes
of Westfield are currently rehearsing
for their upcoming holiday program,
“FaLaLa Holiday,” which will include
“A Merry Madrigal,” “A Snow Carol,”
and “Hanukkah Nagilah.”

The concert tour will begin at St.
John Vianney Roman Catholic Church
in Colonia on Thursday, December 2,
and continue at the Westfield Senior
Housing Complex on Thursday, De-
cember 8.

The following Thursday, December
15, the ensemble will travel to Runnells
Specialized Hospital of Union County

in Berkeley Heights, and then St. Paul’s
United Church of Christ in Garwood
on Friday, December 16.

A women’s choral group, the
Chansonettes is comprised of women
who love to sing. To join or book a
performance for the spring concert,
please call Nancy Lau at (908) 654-
5130 or Jane Walsweer at (908) 232-
4531.

The Chansonettes convene every
Wednesday at 7:30 p.m. at The Presby-
terian Church in Westfield on Moun-
tain Avenue. The director is Jean
Schork, accompanied by Mel Freda.
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WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD — Two vocal mu-
sic teachers on the staff of the New
Jersey Workshop for the Arts (NJWA)
Music Studio performed at Lincoln
Center this November.

Luis Cabrera  appeared on No-
vember 20 at Alice Tully Hall in the
role of Lapo in the Teatro Grattacielo’s
production of Umberto Giordano’s
La Cena delle Beffe. The Teatro
Grattacielo Orchestra will be con-
ducted by Maestro Alfredo Silipigni,
Principal conductor and Artistic Di-
rector of the New Jersey State Opera.

Cabrera, who studied at the Bos-
ton Conservatory of Music and is a
graduate of Rutgers University Ma-
son Gross School of the Arts, has
performed professionally with the
Cosmopolitan Symphony Orches-
tra of New York City, The American
Chamber Opera Company, the Little
Opera Company of New Jersey,
Opera at Rutgers, the American
Chamber Opera, the Paper Mill Play-
house, Carnegie Hall and the PNC
Bank Arts Center.

Juan Pineda performed in the
Fourth Annual Concert of Excel-
lence on November 22 at Jazz at

Lincoln Center, Frederick P. Rose
Hall.

Pineda will be singing several num-
bers including “One Day More,”
“Putting It Together,” and “Aquarius/
Let the Sun Shine In.” This will be
Pineda’s third appearance in The
Concert of Excellence, which recog-
nizes Asian American artists who
have made an impact in America.

At the NJWA Music Studio,
Pineda is a vocal music instructor,
co-founder of the Little Opera Com-
pany of New Jersey, director of the
Musical Theater Workshop and di-
rector of the Westfield Summer
Workshop theater productions. He
was a longtime member of the Broad-
way cast of Miss Saigon and has
extensive opera, film and recording
experience.

Dr. Theodore Schlosberg, NJWA
Founder and Executive Director, re-
marked, “We are so proud to have
faculty members with this type of
experience guiding our students at
the Music Studio. Both men are out-
standing performers, creative teach-
ers and true professionals in their
field.”

By CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVISBy CAROL F. DAVIS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Salt & Light Drama, a minis-
try of the Oasis Christian Center,
will present the interactive
“UUUUUncle Pncle Pncle Pncle Pncle Philhilhilhilhil’’’’’s Ds Ds Ds Ds Dinerinerinerineriner” with a cast
of 35. The sanctuary of the church
will be transformed into a 1950’s
style diner for this collection of
improvisation, music, choreog-
raphy, sketch comedy and, of
course, dinner. Advance tickets
(if you mention this promotion)
are $10/adult and $5/child, oth-
erwise it will be $15 at the door,
located at 2052 St. Georges Av-
enue in Rahway. Call the Church
Office at (732) 499-0040 for
more information. Be prepared
to participate.

* * * * * * *
On Saturday, December 4,

from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m., New
Jersey author Robert J. Skead will
be in The Town Book Store of
Westfield to promote his new
book, EEEEEl vl vl vl vl ve s  Canes  Canes  Canes  Canes  Can’’’’’t  t  t  t  t  TTTTTack l eack l eack l eack l eack l e.
Sebastian is back in this sequel to
EEEEElvlvlvlvlves Canes Canes Canes Canes Can’’’’’t Dt Dt Dt Dt Dunkunkunkunkunk. This time,
Sebastian and the gang are on a
mission to give Jack Fabulous,
professional football’s most fa-
mous quarterback, a little Christ-
mas spirit. The book delivers a
valuable lesson about the impor-
tance of loyalty between friends.
Skead is also the author of HHHHHit-it-it-it-it-
ting Gting Gting Gting Gting Glorlorlorlorloryyyyy (a baseball bat adven-
ture) and SSSSSafe at Hafe at Hafe at Hafe at Hafe at Homeomeomeomeome (a base-
ball card mystery).

* * * * * * *
Auditions will begin on Thurs-

day, December 2, for Summit
Chorale’s 2004-2005 season.
There are openings for all voice
parts for this Chorus-in-Residence
at Drew University. The next con-
cert is scheduled for Saturday, Feb-
ruary 26, and will feature the
haunting piece, HHHHHolocaust Can-olocaust Can-olocaust Can-olocaust Can-olocaust Can-
tatatatatatatatatata by contemporary composer
David McCullough, and other
works. Rehearsals are on Tuesday
evenings on campus. If you think
you’ve got what it takes, call Ellie
at (973) 762-8486, and visit at
www.summitchorale.org.

* * * * * * *
It’s time to load the kids into the

car, and take the annual ride to
PNC Bank Arts Center’s HHHHHolidayolidayolidayolidayoliday
Light SLight SLight SLight SLight Spectacularpectacularpectacularpectacularpectacular in Holmdel.
There will be more than a million
lights on there, between Thanks-
giving and New Year’s with a vari-
ety of displays designed to be viewed
from the comfort of your car. There
is also outdoor skating, live music,
refreshments and decorations for
sale, and photo-ops with the great
man in red. For pricing, hours, and
information, log onto http://
w w w . a r t s c e n t e r . c o m /
hls_main.html.

Christmas Christmas Christmas Christmas Christmas TTTTTrrrrree Lighting,ee Lighting,ee Lighting,ee Lighting,ee Lighting,
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MOUNTMOUNTMOUNTMOUNTMOUNTAINSIDE AINSIDE AINSIDE AINSIDE AINSIDE – The Union
County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers will sponsor the annual Christ-
mas Tree Lighting and Nature
Craft Show on Sunday, Decem-
ber 5, from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. at
Watchung Stables, 1160 Sum-
mit Lane in Mountainside.

“This event will offer a day
filled with fun for the entire
family,” said Freeholder
Bette Jane Kowalski, Liai-
son to the Parks and Recre-
ation Advisory Board.

She also noted that Santa Claus will
hear holiday wishes and the day will
culminate with the lighting of the
county’s Christmas tree.

“At the craft show, everyone will find
those special gifts to be given this holi-
day season. Stop by and visit the ven-
dors to purchase handcrafted quality
gifts that are either made from natural
materials or are nature-themed,” added
Freeholder Kowalski.

Barn tours, a petting zoo, horse-
back-riding demonstrations by the
Watchung Mounted Drill Team, and

strolling holiday singers will be part of
the festivities. Lead-line horse rides
and children’s crafts will be available
for children. Refreshments will be
available for purchase throughout
the afternoon.

The Union County Police De-
partment will be available for
children’s fingerprinting
throughout the afternoon.

Santa Claus will arrive at 1
p.m. and children may visit
with him from 1 to 5 p.m.

The Christmas tree lighting will begin
promptly at 5 p.m.

There is no admission fee, however,
it is suggested that patrons bring a
donation of a dry or canned food item,
or a new, unwrapped toy. All items
collected at the event will be distrib-
uted through local charities.

For more information or directions,
please call the Trailside Nature and
Science Center at (908) 789-3670,
Watchung Stables at (908) 789-3665,
or the Union County Department of
Parks and Recreation at (908) 527-
4900.

THE GIFT OF ART…Local artist Dolores Brink, left, accepts “Sunflower Mix”,THE GIFT OF ART…Local artist Dolores Brink, left, accepts “Sunflower Mix”,THE GIFT OF ART…Local artist Dolores Brink, left, accepts “Sunflower Mix”,THE GIFT OF ART…Local artist Dolores Brink, left, accepts “Sunflower Mix”,THE GIFT OF ART…Local artist Dolores Brink, left, accepts “Sunflower Mix”,
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Crèche will also be displayed.
The bus will depart at

8:30 a.m. from the Scotch
Plains Municipal Building
parking lot and will leave
the MMA at 2:30 p.m.

The cost of the trip,
bus only, is $22.

For reservations,
which must be made by
Tuesday, November 30,
please call Anne Gibbons
at (908) 232-2631.
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CRANFORD CRANFORD CRANFORD CRANFORD CRANFORD – The Theater Project
(TTP), Union County College’s pro-
fessional theater company, will recre-
ate the Lux Radio Theater circa 1947
in It’s A Wonderful Life: The Radio
Show on Sunday, December 5, at 3
p.m. The snowdate is Sunday, Decem-
ber 12.

In the cast, 12 actors, a musician and
one sound technician prepare to broad-
cast It’s A Wonderful Life, the story
made famous in the Frank Capra film.

“So much of what we do is adult-
oriented,” said TTP Artistic Director
Mark Spina, “and we wanted to do
something the whole family could en-

joy for the holidays. It’s a ‘thank you’ to
our patrons for their support over the
last 10 years.”

It’s A Wonderful Life unites many of
the professional actors who regularly
appear with TTP, including Gary Glor,
Rick Delaney and Daaimah Talley.

Director Liz Zazzi has been named
one of New Jersey’s outstanding actors.
She has performed and directed with
most of the state’s professional compa-
nies.

Adult tickets are $10, while children
are admitted for free. For reservations,
which are optional, please call (908)
659-5189.
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Christmas Past, Emily Greenberg as ChristmasChristmas Past, Emily Greenberg as ChristmasChristmas Past, Emily Greenberg as ChristmasChristmas Past, Emily Greenberg as ChristmasChristmas Past, Emily Greenberg as Christmas
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as Bob Crachit and Aaron Eisenberg as Jacob Marley.as Bob Crachit and Aaron Eisenberg as Jacob Marley.as Bob Crachit and Aaron Eisenberg as Jacob Marley.as Bob Crachit and Aaron Eisenberg as Jacob Marley.as Bob Crachit and Aaron Eisenberg as Jacob Marley.

WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD WESTFIELD – The Westfield High
School (WHS) Drama Department will
present A Junkyard Christmas Carol,
an adaptation of the classic tale by
Charles Dickens’ “A Christmas Carol,”
but with a modern twist.

The play’s schedule run is Thursday,
December 9, at 3:30 p.m.,
Friday and Saturday, De-
cember 10 and 11, at 8 p.m.
and a new matinee perfor-
mance on December 11 at 2
p.m.

All performances will be
held in the school audito-
rium, 550 Dorian Road in
Westfield.

A play within a play, A
Junkyard Christmas Carol
centers on a businessman
arrested for tax fraud. He is
sentenced to hours of com-
munity service and decides
to produce a play using
homeless people who live in
the local junkyard. Using the
junk found in the yard as
props, the homeless put on
their own rendition of A
Christmas Carol.

WHS drama teacher Joe
Nierle, who came up with
the concept and then
adapted the novel into a
script, directs the play. Jake
Brandman, a student taking
independent study in drama
with Nierle, assists him as
student director and by writ-
ing the junkyard scenes,
which are part of his class
project.

Ebenezer Scrooge is a mi-
ser who detests Christmas.
He is visited one Christmas
Eve by his former partner,
Jacob Marley, who died seven Christ-
mas Eves past. He is suffering in the
afterlife and hopes to help Scrooge
repent and change his ways. Marley
tells Scrooge that three spirits, Christ-
mas Past, Present and Future, will visit
him. They succeed in showing Scrooge
the need to change his ways eventually
giving way to a complete reformation.
On Christmas morning, he sends the
Crachit family a huge turkey and visits
with his long estranged nephew, Fred,
and his family.

A Junkyard Christmas Carol fea-
tures 33 student actors led by Max
Lazar as Ebenezer Scrooge. Chloe
Zeitounian, Emily Greenberg and Nick
Brennan play Christmas Past, Present
and Future. Aaron Eisenberg portrays
Jacob Marley.

The Crachit Family is led by Zal
Spialter as Bob, Stephanie Christiano
as his wife with Alex Wronski, Suzanne
Toriello and Georgia Mierswa as the
Crachit children, Peter, Belinda and
Marthan. James Seipo is Tiny Tim.

Another prominent family in the
play is the Fezzigwig’s led by Dan Fotz-
Morrison and Jennifer Kujawski as Mr.
And Mrs. Fezziwig with Rachael
Leopold and James Hooper-Hamersley
as their children. Allison Siko plays
their grown daughter Belle, who has
the first love of a young Mr. Scrooge
played by Nick Williams, Mike Burns
is another young apprentice in the
Fezziwig Company.

Scrooge’s sister Fan is played by
Allison Simon and Chris Hild takes
the role of this nephew, Fred. Lyndsay
Ryan is Fred’s wife, with Jessica Minsky
playing the part of her sister. Maurice
Blackmon plays Topper, a friend to
Fred.

Supporting cast members appearing

as party guests, beggars, children and
junkyard inhabitants are Patrina
Caruana, Kate Douglas, Will Eisenberg,
Alex Forstenhausler, Bill Geltzeiler,
Sarah Gerber, Jeff Hoban, Ellen Scariati,
and Michael Tannenbaum.

The set is designed and constructed

by WHS art teacher Roy Chambers
with help from art class students. Tim
Mathews serves as stage manager, with
assistance from Greg Ryan. Handling
lights are Greg Ryan and Jaclyn Nicoll;
props by Julia Korn; costumes by
Lauren Miceli and hair and makeup by
Kayli Spialter.

All tickets for the performances are
$7 for general admission/adults and $5
for children 12 and under. All tickets
for the children’s Saturday matinee are
$5. For tickets, please call (908) 789-
4549.
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CRANFORD CRANFORD CRANFORD CRANFORD CRANFORD – The Metro
Rhythm Chorus will present an af-
ternoon of a capella music in “Your
Community Holiday Show” on Sun-
day, November 28, at 4 p.m. at Bates
Hall in The First Presbyterian
Church, located at the corner of
Springfield and Union Avenues in
Cranford.

Tickets are available in advance for
$5 each or $6 at the door. Compli-
mentary refreshments will be served.

For more information, please call
Ruth Ruediger at (908) 638-6661 or
leonardandruth@hotmail.com or
Sara Peterson at (908) 735-6170.


