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SENIOR SEAN MCNELIS KNOCKS IN GOAL NUMBER 14

Crimson Knights Top Raiders
For NJ Group 3 Crown, 4-1

LAFORGE HITS 17 OF 20 FOR 190 YDS, TD; SCORES TD

‘Wolfpack’ Defends Domain,
Halts Raider Gridders, 28-21

ANNIE ONISHI WAS THE TEAM’S ‘ACE IN THE HOLE’

Blue Devil X-C Girls Battled
Through Competitive Season

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Until two years ago, the Westfield
High School girls cross-country team
reigned supreme in the Watchung
Conference (WC) and in Union
County (UC). But with the emer-
gence of a strong Scotch Plains-
Fanwood squad and a surprising per-
formance from Oak Knoll two years

ago, the Blue Devils’ supremacy has
been tested.

In 2002, Oak Knoll snapped the
Blue Devils’ 11-year streak as king of
the hill in the UC tournament. The
Raider girls halted the Blue Devils’
88-dual meet winning streak and nine-
year reign as WC champions in 2003
before Westfield battled back to re-
gain the UC title. This season, the

Raiders nipped the Blue Devils by a
whisker for the WC title and had the
judges recounting the sheet before
edging them for the UC title. How-
ever, the Blue Devils went on to claim
their second-straight North Jersey,
Section 2, Group 4 title.

“2004 was a challenging season
across the board,” said Blue Devil
Head Coach Thom Hornish. “For girls
cross-country, there was improvement
across the board. The county and con-
ference certainly have grown in terms
of competition. Scotch Plains, last
year, made a very serious bid. You
couldn’t ignore them. Their strength
was repeated in 2004. They are to be
commended for everything they did.
In addition to Scotch Plains and Oak
Knoll, you see the emergence of
Cranford. Laura Gallo was one of the
premier runners. It’s nice to see the
young lady from Plainfield (Jahlisa
Smith). A long time ago, Plainfield
was the gold standard in the early
1980s.”

Westfield has always run with a
“pack” mentality, but the leader of
the “pack” has been senior Annie
Onishi who placed fourth in the WC
race, fifth in the UC race with a per-
sonal-best (PB) time of 20:10 and
crossed sixth in the sectionals with a
time of 20:52.

“Annie was our ace in the hole. She
is a tough competitor. She will run
through a wall for you,” said Hornish.

At the WC, the Blue Devils took

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Looking to bring home its first New
Jersey Group 3 Championship since
winning its seventh in 1998, the No.
5 ranked Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School boys’ soccer team was
limited to just three shots on goal and
stunned by unranked Wall, 4-1, on
November 19 at the College of New
Jersey in Ewing.

“We had the pressure on for the
first 20 minutes of the half but we just
couldn’t punch one in to equalize it.
We brought sweeper Terrence Charles
out of the back and into the forward
position and we paid the price in the
back with some people not doing
their job along with two major mis-
takes that put it out of reach,” said
Raider Head Coach Tom Breznitsky.
“Wall was pretty fortunate with the
chances that they had. They capital-
ized and it came back to haunt us.”

Things seemed to be going in the
Crimson Knights favor, especially in
the early going. With 26:09 left in the
first half, midfielder Mike Juska broke

through the middle and unloaded a
shot from 20 yards out that deflected
off a defender’s left leg in front of the
box. The ball slithered into the right
corner of the net.

The Raiders roared back when
freshman midfielder Brian Hessemer,
attacking from the left, sent a cross
into the center where junior forward
Sean Young, dogged by several de-
fenders drilled a header to Knight
keeper Ryan Bumbera. The deflec-
tion off the keeper found senior
midfielder Sean McNelis properly
positioned in the goalmouth. McNelis
blazed a shot into the upper right
corner to tie the game with 25:36 left.

The Knights regained the momen-
tum with ferocious and unrelenting
assaults. With 17:15 left in the half,
forward Jay Vigilante, on a cross from
David Larcara, tattered the right side
of the net to give Wall a, 2-1 lead. By
halftime, the Raiders had one shot on
goal, two corners and two direct kicks.

“We definitely did not show up to
play defensively. We were not ready
in the first half and the two goals they

scored were definitely mistakes in
the back and the midfield was not
getting back. They came to play and
we didn’t,” said McNelis. “We won
our section, conference and counties.
Being here we have such a high re-
gard of what a successful season is.
We have higher standards than any-
one else, but what can you ask for.”

Although the Raiders pressured
hard in the second half the Knights
positioned themselves well and suc-
cessfully warded off every incoming
shot. The Knights narrowly escaped
disaster when Young, on a long throw
from junior Jeff Bell, charged the
center, eluded several defenders and
rifled a header towards the goal that

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Finely executed offensive drives
on the part of both teams seemed to
be overshadowed by one key mental
lapse that eventually led to a 28-21
victory by the West Morris High
School football team over Scotch
Plains-Fanwood in the North Jersey,
Section 2, Group 3 semifinal game
in Chester on November 19.

The Raiders were punting from
their own 33-yard line with 52 sec-
onds left in the half. Punter Mike
Baumwoll’s knee touched the ground
on the 21-yard line after receiving a
low snap. Although Baumwoll got
the kick off, the incident did not
escape the referee’s watchful eye.
The 6-5 Wolfpack took over and
seized the opportunity, taking three
passing plays to hit pay dirt, with
Pete Hornung’s three-yard touch-
down reception, and to carry a 21-7
lead into the locker room.

“That was big! End of the half!
Instead of down by one (TD) we are
down by two,” said Raider Head
Coach Steve Ciccotelli. “We can’t
do that. We gave them the short field.
Football is a real position game and
we left them in a position where they
did not have to drive the length of the
field.”

The 5-5 Raiders, known prima-
rily for their rushing offense, to-
taled 115 yards on 33 carries, but

the urgency to put points on the
board quickly influenced them to
take to the air. Quarterback Dan
LaForge (8 carries for 38 yards,
including a 19-yard touchdown run)

completed 17 of 21 passes for 190
yards (two interceptions), includ-
ing a 20-yard touchdown (TD) strike
to wide receiver Colin Weber (4
receptions, 50 yards). Wide receiver/
safety Sean Smith had eight recep-
tions for 109 yards, Lamont Hunt
and Nick Giannaci each had two
receptions for nine and 21 yards,
respectively, and Anthony Curry had
a one-yard reception.

The opportunistic Wolfpack scored
three other big-play touchdowns by
capitalizing on some Raider defen-
sive positioning mistakes. The first
came in a flash. Realizing that the
Raiders had a vulnerability problem
all season protecting against the out-
side run, Wolfpack halfback Jake
Field (13 carries, 112 yards) took the
opening handoff and swept around
the right side for an 83-yard TD run
with just 41 seconds off the clock.
The Raiders adjusted and that play
never developed again.

“We didn’t make the right adjust-
ment on the right side, but the next
time they ran it, it was a four-yard
loss. That’s the way it should have
been the first time,” said Ciccotelli.

The second Wolfpack TD was set
up by a crafty pass from quarterback
Mike Critchley to Hornung who lined
up on the left side, slanted right,
grabbed the ball over the middle and
sped 50 yards to the Raider 27 be-

Devil Boys Place 8th
At Meet of Champs

The Westfield High School boys
cross-country team turned in its fin-
est performance of the season to
place eighth at the Meet of Champi-
ons in Holmdel Park on November
20. The Blue Devil boys totaled 233
points to win a tiebreaker with Ocean
City and also topped rival Cranford
that finished 11th at 242.

Blue Devil Jeff Perrella crossed
sixth with a personal-best time of
16:07 and teammate Robert
Broadbent finished 25th with a time
of 16:29, both ahead of any
Cranford runner. Superb perfor-
mances were also turned in by Kris
Kagan (93rd), Mike Gorski (104th)
and Jay Hoban (121st).

TOP SIX RUNNERS:
1. Bob Papazian (Gill St. Bernard’s)
15:39
2. Craig Forys (Colts Neck) 15:53
3. Brian Dennis (Hillsborough) 16:03
4. Joe Berardi (Red Bank Catholic)
16:07
5. Chris Horel (Christian Brothers)
16:07
6. Jeff Perrella (Westfield) 16:07CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BIG NIGHT IN PASS RECEPTIONS…Raider wide receiver Sean Smith, being tackled, had eight receptions for 109 yards
against the Wolfpack in the North Jersey, Section 2, Group 3 semifinals in Chester.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ACE IN THE HOLE...According to Head Coach Thom Hornish, Annie Onishi
was the Blue Devil girls cross-country team’s ace in the hole.

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ALWAYS CLOSELY GUARDED…Because of his dangerous scoring ability,
Raider forward Sean Young, front, has been very closely guarded by opponents
all season.
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Kimberley A. Haley
Expect More

NJAR CIRCLE OF EXCELLENCE GOLD LEVEL 2003

Coldwell Banker
RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

908.301.2004 - Direct Line
KimHaley@coldwellbanker.com
www.KimHaley.com

Business 908.233.5555
209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ

NJAR CIRCLE OF EXCELLENCE GOLD LEVEL 2003

Coupled with unparalleled architectural distinction, this exquisite home returns us to the Gatsby Era with a combination of
sophistication, warmth and style.  This exceptional 14 room Colonial home sits on almost an acre of one of Westfield’s most prestigious
streets. Displaying traditional architecture and magnificent appointments, this incomparable residence combines classic detail with
modern convenience and luxury. The formal rooms create an unforgettable setting for entertaining guests while the informal rooms
graciously accommodate one’s everyday lifestyle.  Extensive moldings, leaded glass windows, high ceilings, custom built-ins, mahogany
deck, spa and pool and the three car Garage are only a few of the captivating features that this premier residence has to offer.  This rare 
opportunity awaits a most discerning buyer. Offered for $2,995,000.

PREMIER COLONIAL RESIDENCE


