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520 South Avenue 
Westfield, NJ 07090

908.301.0800 

44 Elm Street
Westfield, NJ 07090

908.518.9333

www.townbank.com

I N S U R E D

*APY = Annual Percentage Yield. $1,000.00 minimum to open. Substantial penalty for
early withdrawal. Offer for a limited time only and subject to change without notice.

“Over the Top”
CD Rates!

2 %
APY.75

Ask us about our other
great CD rates and terms.

Check out our 18-month CD

Hurry–
Limited Time Only!

*

Mon.thru Fri. ‘til 9 • Sat. ‘til 5 • Sun. ‘til 4

Corporate Events • Business Meetings
Teambuilding Events • Wine Tasting Events

Private Group Cooking Class Events
Weddings • Engagement Parties
Rehearsal Dinners • Fundraisers

The James Ward MansionThe James Ward Mansion
of Westfieldof Westfield

Corporate Events • Business Meetings
Teambuilding Events • Wine Tasting Events

Private Group Cooking Class Events
Weddings • Engagement Parties
Rehearsal Dinners • Fundraisers

Call Josephine Gallagher, Managing Agent, at
908-389-0014 for additional information and pricing.

Call Josephine Gallagher, Managing Agent, at
908-389-0014 for additional information and pricing.

JON M. BRAMNICK

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ
MITTERHOFF

GRABAS & WOODRUFF

1827 East Second Street
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

908-322-7000
E mail: jonbramnick@jonbramnick.com

Certified Civil Trial Attorney
Personal Injury Law

Do You Have To
Go To Court?
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TREE EXPERT CO.

• Trimming
• Repairs
• Removal

Modern Equipment
State Certified
Immediate Service

Insured For Your Protection

908-233-TREE

SSCHMIEDE

908-233-8733

DID YOU KNOW . . .
The leaves use solar energy to
convert nitrogen, potash and

phosphorus into starch and sugar.

Celebrating our 50th year
in the Tree Business

Artist’s view courtesy of the European Space Agency
ANOTHER WORLD…Saturn is depicted as seen from its moon, Titan, with the
Cassini spacecraft just visible. The spacecraft will release the Huygens Probe in
November 2004 for descent through Titan’s atmosphere. The latest photos will be
featured at the Dreyfus Planetarium in Newark during the holiday season.

Dreyfus Planetarium Special
Programs Set For Holidays

NEWARK – The Dreyfuss Plan-
etarium will feature three special pro-
grams for the holiday season includ-
ing Oceans in Space, Mystery of the
Missing Seasons, and ’Tis the Sea-
son.

Mystery Of The Missing Seasons is
about a young schoolboy named
Angelo who finds himself whisked
away by two aliens from the planet
Dipnot. The friendly aliens, Quix and
Queeb, help him discover why we
have seasons and why we see differ-
ent constellations at different times
of the year. The winter skies are ex-
plored and the winter solstice is dis-
cussed. Bowen Technovation created
the program.

’Tis The Season traces the develop-
ment of many of the world’s endear-
ing holiday customs — from Yule
logs, sparkling Christmas tree lights
and the lighting of the Hanukkah
Menorah, to gift-giving, kissing un-
der the mistletoe and Santa Claus. It
investigates the meaning of the Christ-
mas star and the beautiful constella-
tions that grace the wintertime sky.
Loch Ness Productions created the
program.

Oceans in Space is a journey of
exploration that seeks out places
where conditions are favorable for
life to exist. Audiences are introduced
to the diversity of life on our home
planet, even as humans embark on the
search for life in the universe. The
hunt for extra-solar planets is high-
lighted as are the conditions neces-
sary to form and sustain life. The
program is narrated by Star Trek’s
Avery Brooks. Oceans in Space was
created by Loch Ness Productions.

Oceans in Space will feature the
latest images from the Cassini space-
craft that flew past Saturn’s moon
Titan on October 26.

Images and soundtrack samples for
this program are available at: http://
l o c h n e s s . c o m / s h o w s / o i s /
ois_dls.html.

All visitors and museum members
must report to the South Wing Desk
for ticketing before proceeding to the
planetarium. Tickets go on sale at
noon on a first come first served basis
only. Seating is limited. Programs
begin promptly and latecomers can-
not be admitted.

The planetarium is not recom-

mended for children under four years
old. Strollers are not permitted and an
adult must accompany all children.
Advance reservations are required for
schools and groups.

The Dreyfuss Planetarium is in the
Newark Museum, located at 49 Wash-
ington Street in the Downtown/Arts
District of Newark. Public hours are
Wednesday through Friday from noon
to 5 p.m.; Saturdays and Sundays
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. The Museum
Café is open Wednesdays through
Sundays from noon to 3:30 p.m.

For more information about the
Dreyfuss Planetarium, please call
(973) 596-6529. For more informa-
tion about the Newark Museum,
please call (973) 596-6550. Informa-
tion is available online at
www.newarkmuseum.org.

The Dreyfuss Planetarium’s sched-
ule from November 27, 2004 through
Jan. 2, 2005 is as follows:

Wednesdays, Thursdays and Fri-
days; 2 p.m., Oceans in Space (adults
and children ages 10 and up, 40 min-
utes).

Saturdays and Sundays; 1 p.m.
Mystery of the Missing Seasons (chil-
dren 4 to 10, 35 minutes); 2 p.m. ’Tis
the Season (adults and children ages
6 and up, 40 minutes); 3 p.m. Mystery
of the Missing Seasons (children 4 to
10, 35 minutes); 4 p.m. Oceans in
Space (adults and children ages 10
and up, 40 minutes).

The Planetarium’s Holiday Sched-
ule for Nov. 26 and Dec. 26 to 31 is:
1 p.m., Mystery of the Missing Sea-
sons; 2 p.m., ’Tis the Season; 3 p.m.,
Mystery of the Missing Seasons; 4
p.m., Oceans in Space.

The Planetarium will be closed on
Thanksgiving and Christmas Day.

Admission is $3 for adults; $2 for
children under 12 and $2 for senior
citizens and college students.

Candidate Says Central Union County
Has Taxation Without Representation

Letters to the Editor

As a candidate for freeholder this past
election, I recently received a report from
the county clerks office containing the
election results, in detail, of the votes cast
in the general election.

The report is a breakdown of how
many votes each candidate received in
each ward, district and town. It also shows
what percentage of the votes a candidate
received. A review of this year’s “num-
bers” makes a strong argument for chang-
ing how members of the Board of Chosen
Freeholders are selected.

Currently, the board members are
elected “at large,” meaning our county is
not divided into districts. It doesn’t mat-
ter where in the county a board member
resides or how many members are elected
from the same municipality or geographic
area. Normally, three seats are up for
grabs each year. Occasionally, an inde-
pendent candidate will run, but generally
three from the Republican Party and three
from the Democratic Party are the choices.

The three candidates who garner the
highest number of votes win the seats.
This year, as in the past several years, the
three Democrats won. The newspapers
reported the total votes, but these num-
bers do not tell the whole story. The
Democrats garnered about 30,000 more
each than the Republicans. However,
15,000 of those votes were out of the City
of Elizabeth alone. The Republicans were
victorious in Westfield, Scotch Plains,
Clark, Garwood, Mountainside, Spring-
field, Kenilworth, Berkeley Heights, Sum-
mit, New Providence and Cranford. Re-
publicans were in the top three in Roselle
Park and Fanwood, as well. The Demo-
crats took, Elizabeth, Linden, Hillside,
Plainfield, Roselle, Rahway, Union, and
Winfield Park by large margins. Roselle
Park and Fanwood were splits.

The Republican candidates clearly won
the majority of the votes in the majority of
the towns, all in central Union County.
Currently, we have taxation without rep-
resentation. The towns in central Union
County  carry the freight for the rest since
these towns have higher property valua-
tions. They pay more county taxes.

We have a nine-member freeholder
board that is totally Democrat whose
members are almost exclusively from
outside central Union County. There are
two exceptions. Bette Jane Kowalski was
appointed in September to replace Mary
Routolo and then ran as an incumbent.
She did not win in any central Union
County towns — including Cranford, her
own hometown. The other is Freeholder
Mirabella who is serving a third term. He
moved to Fanwood after being reelected.

It is clear that we don’t have a true
voice for the residents of central Union
County.

Patricia Quattrocchi
Garwood

United Fund of Westfield
Changes Name to United Way

WESTFIELD — The United Fund
of Westfield (UFW) has changed its
name to The United Way of Westfield
(UWW) according to a press release
from the agency last Monday.

The release noted that during its
decades-long presence in town, the
United Fund always has been affili-
ated with United Way of America, the
Virginia-based national organization.
The national United Way system in-
cludes a series of regional and county
units as well as town-based organiza-
tions. Due to the official membership
rules of the United Way, the Westfield
unit has changed its name to United
Way of Westfield.

“The name may be a bit different,
but the organization is still the same,”
said Linda Maggio, its executive di-
rector since 1975. “The change al-

lows us to conform with United Way
rules that mandate that affiliates use
‘United Way’ in their respective titles
and logos.”

The press release related that the
Westfield organization’s success has
been extraordinary in that the town
United Way goal has been met every
year for the past three decades. This
year, a campaign to raise $700,000 is
in full gear. Hundreds of volunteers
are soliciting donations from resi-
dents, business owners, profession-
als, and others in Westfield.

“Once again, the town is respond-
ing a hundredfold,” says Mrs. Maggio.

The UWW gives funds for 20 local
agencies that provide many programs
and services to town residents. The
UWW release said that each agency
undergoes an extensive annual re-
view prior to distribution of the funds.

In addition to its standard work, the
UWW has been a force in times of
need. For example, the organization
led the relief efforts to assist local
families of 9-11 victims.

The release also said that the name
change would have no effect on op-
erations. “We will still be the same
organization at the same location at
the northside train station,” empha-
sized Mrs. Maggio.

Viewer Calls For
Channel Choice in TV
I am alarmed by the programming on

some of the basic cable networks. A spe-
cial report by the Parents Television Coun-
cil shows just how licentious and de-
praved some of the programming on ba-
sic cable is. I urge people to read the
report, which can be found at
www.ParentsTV.org.

The report shows that basic cable is rife
with some of the most obscene content
imaginable, including pornography [and
many variants]. Why should I be forced to
bring this sewage into my home in order
to watch the Food Network, or the Disney
channel? Why should parents have to
subsidize channels that undermine their
core values and beliefs?

I ask you [those that make the regula-
tions] to consider families like mine when
deciding on cable choice. By offering  the
ability to choose, the power is put back in
the hands of the consumer and it forces
the producers of indecent or violent pro-
gramming to fund their own raunchiness.
Cable networks have been carried on the
backs of consumers long enough. It is
time for this extortion to end, and stop it.

Joseph Murray
Colonia

Property Tax Talks
Must Include Govt.
Spending Discussion
Mr. Bud Boothe is 100 percent correct

in his statement that any constitutional
convention on taxes must also address
spending.

New Jersey needs a constitutional
amendment that limits boards of educa-
tion and all government spending to the
rate of inflation plus the rate of population
growth.

Our elected officials talk about con-
trolling spending and taxes while passing
mandated spending increases and signing
unreasonable wage and benefit agree-
ments. The spending increases must be
halted. Then we may have some long
overdue tax relief.

Walter Appel
Scotch Plains

Reader Responds to Ratner’s Litany of
Distortions Letter, Suggests Fresh Air
In reading Mr. Ratner’s Letter to the

Editor in the November 18 edition, I find
I must ask a question or two.

When he mentioned being hoodwinked
by the endless litany of distortions, half-
truths and just plain untruths, didn’t he
really mean C.B.S., Dan Rather, the front
page of the New York Times and the so-
called elite media?

When he mentioned President Bush’s
puerile pack of candidates, Karl Rove
assisted by a motley mélange of media
moguls, wouldn’t motley be better used
in describing Whoopi Goldberg’s filthy
on-stage display, which candidate Kerry
seemed to approve (not having the cour-

age to disavow it), the half-triuths and lies
put forth by Michael Moore and the so-
called Hollywood elite.

If our friends are truly to be judged by
the friends they keep, then John Kerry
doesn’t deserve to be in the Senate, let
alone be the President of the United States.

I have read some of his other bitter
Letters to the Editor and I can only say –
“Mr. Ratner, open your eyes and mind
and let some fresh air in. It will help you
feel a lot better.”

This letter is from a life-long Demo-
crat.

Thomas Conheeney
Westfield

CLASSIFIEDS
Buy & Sell on the Net

goleader.com


