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By Richard J. Codey
Acting Governor of New Jersey

The Governor's Desk

Elected officials often are asked
why we chose to enter public service.
It’s a good question. After all, who in
their right mind would voluntarily
turn over their personal life and free-
dom to the public and the media?

Indeed, there have been times when
each of us have gone home after a
particularly bad day and asked, “Why
in the world am I doing this?” But
then something happens — a neigh-
bor asks for help or a parent glows
about her child’s teacher or a new
park in town — and we remember
why we do this. It’s for the ability to
make a difference. Public service is
where you can make a difference for
those who have been left behind or
forgotten by society. That’s the phi-
losophy I bring to the Governor’s
Office.

My personal experiences, the val-
ues of my late mom and dad, have not
only shaped the man I am, they define
me as a public servant.

The years I spent working in my
father’s funeral home - seeing the
dignity he showed to grieving fami-
lies instilled in me a sense of respect
and compassion for our fellow citi-
zens. I saw how hard it was to run a
small business, how important it was
to be a man of your word and to treat
others with respect - regardless of
their status in life.

Watching my wife battle depres-
sion while raising a family taught me
about class and courage in the face of
very real struggles. Even in her deep-
est, darkest moments, Mary Jo saw
beyond herself and put the needs of
others first. She emerged stronger,
and so did our family.

These experiences form the basis
of my public service and the motiva-
tion for the issues I care about.

It’s amazing how many people have
advice for you once you become gov-
ernor. Most people start out with
“Why would anyone want to be gov-
ernor at this time in our history?” I
tell them I didn’t run for the job and I
wasn’t elected to it, but I won’t run
away from it.

So when people say we have tough
problems, I ask “Which one?” Is it
the more than $4 billion deficit? The
property tax crisis? The aura of scan-

The Values And Philosophy That Will
Guide Me in the Governor’s Office

dal that hangs over the New Jersey
political landscape?

Let me tell you what tough is -
watching your wife as she lies in a
coma and having your children ask
you whether their mom is going to
die. That’s tough.

If you want to talk about real prob-
lems, go to Greystone Psychiatric
Hospital and try to answer the patient
who asks when will I get out? Or ask
the father making minimum wage
about how hard it is to raise a family
or the single mom who can’t help her
kids with her homework because she
has to work a second shift.

These are real problems being ex-
perienced by real people, and these
are the problems that we in govern-
ment must face.

I don’t want to downplay a multi-
billion dollar budget deficit, but we
can’t lose sight that there is a differ-
ence between the problems of gov-
ernment and the problems of real
people. Those problems - the ones
faced by the people who don’t have
time to read the newspaper because
they’re too busy taking care of their
family - are the problems govern-
ment must focus on.

I do not know how long I will be
governor, but I am not going to change
who I am or the values I hold. I want
to serve my time with dignity and
provide stability to our state govern-
ment. I want to start the process of
restoring the public’s trust in the in-
stitutions of government.

I want to be an advocate for people
who are in need but without the re-
sources to hire a lobbyist or make a
political contribution. I want to reach
out and help the families and indi-
viduals who struggle everyday with
mental health.

I want to make our schools a safer
place for our children. I want to make
sure that the potential of stem cell
research is realized right here in New
Jersey. And I want to build bipartisan
consensus and solutions.

These are the values that I am go-
ing to bring to the governor’s office -
the same ones that have served me my
entire life. We have some great chal-
lenges ahead of us; I need and ask for
all of your help.

Reader Is Surprised by
Magnitude of Deck
Defeat in Westfield

I have been watching the Letters to the
Editor closely for the past few weeks
expecting a flood of letters in reaction to
the resounding defeat of the parking deck
proposal. But, surprisingly there have been
precious few.

It wasn’t so much the defeat itself that
surprised me, but the magnitude of the
vote; better than three to one against.

I had the privilege of serving on the
Mayor’s Downtown Parking Committee.
After collecting and digesting volumes of
data, we recommended not one, not two,
but three parking decks in town. The
mayor and council in their infinite wis-
dom, eliminated the deck behind the Rialto
and proceeded to recommend the other
two to the citizens of Westfield.

The train station deck was subsequently
dropped and the remaining deck between
Elm and Prospect was put to a non-bind-
ing referendum. By now, we all know the
result. Alas, the voters of Westfield have
spoken. There will be no garage in
Westfield for the foreseeable future.

Perhaps, some time in the distant fu-
ture, there may be a modest deck, sans
apartments and retail. Only time will tell.
I hope the good folks of Westfield have
not been short-sighted.

Maybe the original recommendations
of the committee were overkill, but there
is still no doubt in my mind that Westfield
would benefit greatly from a deck. Are
our sister communities of Ridgewood,
Montclair, Summit and Princeton all
wrong? I think not.

I still believe it is possible to construct
a deck at an affordable price. I too believe
the cost of the proposed deck was outra-
geous.

Let us hope that the mall stores that
attract business downtown and create traf-
fic for the mom and pop stores continue to
feel Westfield is a good investment, even
without a garage. I would hate to see the
downtown look like it did 10 years ago.

Bruce Long
Westfield

Thanks to Town for Making
Weinermobile Wish Come True

I am so thankful to live in such a won-
derful community.

A truly extraordinary thing happened
to our family this year and because of
this great town, we got to share the
experience and turn it into something
spectacular.

My eight-year-old son Alex entered a
national contest and won the Oscar
Mayer Wienermobile for a day. He was
one of 50 winners out of 70,000 entries
nationwide. He won the contest by writ-
ing “Oh I wish the Oscar Mayer
Wienermobile would come to town so I
could raise money for my best friend
Patrick’s charity. I want to see him walk
one day.” His seven-year-old friend
Patrick Higgins is afflicted with Spinal
Muscular Atrophy.

On October 2, his wish came true when
the Wienermobile rolled into town. In the
short amount of time that we were able to
prepare for this event, I enlisted the aid of
so many people.

I want to thank everyone who helped
make this wish come true.

Thank you to the town council, recre-
ation department, Westfield Police De-
partment, Downtown Westfield Corpora-
tion, the chamber of commerce, the
Westfield Board of Education and PTO
for helping make this Wienermobile event
such a huge success.

Thank you to Shoprite, Drug Fair,

Trader Joes, Stop & Shop, Culligan Wa-
ter, Westfield Pediatric Dental Group and
Party Stop for your donation of candy,
photo printing, water bottles, give-aways
and balloons.

Thank you to all my friends for hand-
ing out wiener whistles and candy at all
our donation tables.

Thank you to Channel 36 and the
Westfield High School for coming out to
film the event.

Thank you to all the wonderful people
in our area for taking time out of your
busy hectic schedules to witness a once in
a lifetime event and to donate to such a
worthy cause.

Thank you to each child who melted
my heart with donations from their piggy
banks.

It was a day set aside to help others in
need. It was children helping children. It
was truly an emotional experience to see
so many wanting to help and offering any
way they could.

I will never forget this day or your
generosity. Thanks to you, we helped
raise $4,990 for continued research into
SMA.

Part of the Wienermobile wish came
true...now for a cure. Wishes can come
true! Thank you from the bottom of my
heart!

Carolyn Fromm
Westfield
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Resident Questions Congressman On
Reasons for New Leaf Removal Rules
Editor’s note: This letter was origi-

nally sent to Congressman Mike
Ferguson.

* * * * * * *
I was astounded to learn that effective

2005, Federal Stormwater Management
Regulations will prohibit placement of
non-bagged leaves in the street for mu-
nicipal collection. I have enclosed a copy
of a mailing received from the Town of
Westfield regarding this year’s leaf col-
lection program, wherein this informa-
tion is presented, albeit not a very promi-
nent way.

I have heard nothing in the news, local
or national, regarding this radical change
in the way of life for millions of suburb
dwellers. When I finally noticed it yester-
day, I was shocked.

I am not blaming you or any particular
legislator; however, I would like you to
provide some rationale for these regula-
tions as well as the how, why and when

they were adopted. Also, do the regula-
tions in fact prohibit that which the town
says they do?

I believe that when the impact of these
regulations become known to the general
public, there will be a considerable out-
cry. I have mentioned the change to sev-
eral people and thus far no one has had
any knowledge of it.

Leaves have been put in the streets for
generations – first for burning, and more
recently for collection. What compelling
reason(s) suddenly make(s) the tempo-
rary inconvenience of leaf piles and
countervailing convenience of leaf man-
agement for the homeowner, so intoler-
able and deleterious to the public or the
storm water management?

Your answers to the above inquiries
will be greatly appreciated.

Richard Greenstein
Westfield

South Avenue Traffic
Circle Modifications

Called Dangerous
Life in a small town can sometimes be

just chock-full of poorly conceived ideas,
ranging from unnecessary rip-out-your-
car-bottom speed bumps to the voter-
repudiated parking deck (and, by the way,
Mr. Mayor, I haven’t received my park-
ing fee refund yet).

Some developmental follies, however,
progress well beyond the realm of silli-
ness and fiscal mismanagement to the
point of clear, present and acute peril to
life and limb. As anyone who has recently
driven east on South Avenue is fully
aware, the newly constructed vehicular
slalom course at the downtown traffic
circle is an example of supremely incom-
petent planning at its very worst.

Until this “improvement” project be-
gan, the eastbound flow of traffic along
this perfectly straight street, as any rational
person would imagine, was - not surpris-
ingly - straight. Now, for arcane reasons
known only to the builders of this atrocity,
a sidewalk appendage has been inanely
constructed to jut out directly into the flow
of oncoming traffic. This causes eastbound
vehicles to veer sharply to the left and then
to enter the circle, not at a safe and sane
tangent, but almost at a right angle to the
circle itself, thereby creating an extremely
dangerous intersection. Snow, sleet and
ice will exponentially increase the danger
to both drivers and pedestrians.

To add further insult to injury, the “ex-
perts” who are responsible for this hare-
brained scheme have, for no constructive
reason, now prohibited cars from turning
right on red at the intersection of West
Broad Street and South Avenue. Exactly
whose moment of triumph was this?

I call upon the Mayor, Westfield Town
Council and Union County to take imme-
diate steps to halt this hazardous and
thoughtless project and to restore South
Avenue to its original configuration. If no
one is willing to step forward to take
responsibility for our safety, then tragedy
is surely inevitable.

Robert Ratner
Westfield

Mother Thanks Westfield Police
For Assistance in Finding Son

On Saturday November 13, my 12-
year-old son did not return home on the
agreed time. He went to lunch with a
friend downtown at 1 p.m. and was to
return home by 3 p.m.

When it was 3:35 and my son was not
home, we contacted his friend only to
find out that they had parted ways 45
minutes prior — two blocks from my
home. My husband and I frantically
searched for him until 4:30 before alert-
ing the police. We knew our son to be
extremely responsible and therefore we
reasoned that something terrible had
happened to him.

Certainly, the Westfield police had
two very distraught parents to deal with
including one hysterical mother. I com-
mend the Westfield Police Department
on their professionalism and compe-
tency as well as their compassion and
understanding. They treated the situa-
tion very seriously. Their response was
immediate. While some officers tried to
locate my son, another officer remained
home with us and suggested we call a
neighbor who was to perform with my
son that evening in the school play. My
son was indeed at that neighbor’s home,
and he had indeed been responsible. He
arrived home a few minutes earlier than
expected and went to the neighbors to
phone us. He left a message on our
answering machine that was not func-
tioning and left messages on each of our
cell phones, which we didn’t have with
us. Each time he came home to check,
we were not there because we were
looking for him.

Believing that your child is missing is
the greatest fear any parent can imagine.
It is a paralyzing experience.

I cannot thank the Westfield Police
enough for their exemplary performance

of duty. I also thank them for not making
us feel foolish or alarmist. Westfielders
should feel secure knowing that these fine
and competent individuals are keeping
our community safe.

Karen Salemme
Westfield

Parent Is Impressed by
‘Back to School’ Night
I attended my daughters ‘Back to

School Day’ at Roosevelt Intermediate
School on November 19. Unlike most
parent-teacher conferences, this event
allows the parents to attend class with
their children, participate in the class ac-
tivities and truly get a sense of the
educational experience.

I was tremendously impressed by the
quality of teaching and the lessons con-
veyed. Roosevelt is a very old facility
with cramped desks, but the five classes I
attended were interesting, engaging and
fast-paced. But what impressed me even
more was the number of Washington El-
ementary School parents who attended.

Without exaggeration, nearly 75 per-
cent of the 48 families were represented
for some part of the day. I’m not sur-
prised. Washington is a small and tight-
knit school. To see that many parents
made me very proud and hopeful about
the future of our children.

Michael Snizek
Westfield

In a Dangerous World,
We’re in Good Hands
Today with ‘Dubya’

Regarding ‘Ratner Raves’ in The
Westfield Leader a week ago, let me con-
gratulate the author for proving that an
excellent command of the English lan-
guage can produce such a bitter and mean-
spirited garbage, when rationality, reason
and good judgment are not made part of
the composition.

Yes, John Kerry won in Westfield. He
also won the county and the state; but the
heart and soul (and majority) of the good
people of this country reelected George
W. Bush — a man of courage, wisdom,
fairness and vision; the same man the
author refers to as dimwitted.

Over 60 million Americans voted for
content, rather than delivery.

Deceit, guile and slime were not part of
the winner’s campaign but were part of
‘Ratner’s Rants.’

Courage, honesty and integrity in a
difficult and dangerous world for the next
four years – be happy that ‘Dubya’ won.
We are in good hands.

George Tomkin
Scotch Plains

To Reach Us:
E-mail to editor@goleader.com

This Thanksgiving Remember Those
In Need and Take Time to be Thankful

Thanksgiving always seems like the kickoff to
New Years. The rest of the year flies by with
Chanukah, Christmas and the next thing you know
you’re voiding your checks because you keep writ-
ing the wrong year.

Thanksgiving is solely an American holiday, origi-
nating with the early settlers. While they were strug-
gling to find food, they got some help from the
Native Americans on how to farm, and the strangers
broke bread together.

Each year, families and friends gather for dinner,
but there are so many who are alone for the holiday.
Food pantries and local organizations do their best to
take care of those who do not have enough money or
food for the holiday, but there are many who are not
needy that have no family. They may be your neigh-

bor, coworker or friend. In the true spirit of Thanks-
giving, invite them to your table, and when they
offer, let them bring something.

Many people begin to suffer the winter doldrums
this time of year. Each of us should find at least one
thing to be thankful for, whether you thought this
year was good or bad. Even if it is the worst year of
your life, you can at least be thankful that you made
it this far.

For those of you with many things to be thankful
for, remember to take a moment to bask in that. So
often we are busy on the holidays, running around,
trying to get dinner on the table. Stop for just a
moment and take it all in, your family, your friends
and a great meal.

Happy Thanksgiving everyone!

The Idea to Bag Leaves Should Reexamined,
Good Pickup Plan May Be Solution in WF
Autumn is beautiful with the leaves changing

colors. Then the leaves all fall and someone has to
rake them. Most residents put them in the street, and
the town picks them up. Before that, leaves were
actually burned. Many can still remember the pleas-
ant smell. But, burning leaves wasn’t environmen-
tally friendly or safe so that practice was outlawed.

When the Town of Westfield put out their mailer on
this year’s leaf pickup schedule, they included a
small note that residents will have to bag their leaves
next year. This note sent ripples of disbelief through-
out the town.

According to the Town of Westfield, they have
little choice but to mandate this. The town blames the
New Jersey Department of Environmental Protec-
tion (NJDEP). The NJDEP has advised municipali-
ties that they intend to enforce new federal stormwater
regulations. These regulations charge the towns with
coming up with a program to disallow yard waste to
remain in the street for more than seven days; if it’s
longer, the waste has to be containerized.

The Westfield Department of Public Works
(WDPW) says they are looking for a loophole, but
until otherwise they interpret the regulation to mean
residents must bag their leaves. We think the WDPW
should ‘bag their interpretation’ and devise a fix, not
look for a loophole.

A few years back, a comprehensive plan was in

place each year for leaf pickup in Westfield. The
town was sectored off and the DPW crews came in
and did their job. Communication and cooperation
with the residents were good. The DPW committed
to a program and followed through. A leaf map with
the schedule was published in the newspaper. Maybe
it didn’t happen such that leaves were not in streets
for more than seven days. But, at least there was zeal
and a real working program. That’s all gone now. It
seems to us that there is no zeal left at the WDPW.

Some landscapers estimate that it will cost each
household in Westfield at least $500 more per year
for their services to bag the leaves. Many residents
are saying they just won’t do it and a few are
threatening to cut their trees down.

If each household in Westfield requires 100 bags a
year for leaves, that’s a million bags! And we’re only
talking about Westfield, not the entire state. If it’s
enforced throughout the state, the number involves
hundreds of millions of bags. Just what kind of
enforcement success would there be in Camden,
which was recently named the country’s most dan-
gerous city?

Texas and other states have tried ‘Bag Your Leaves’
regulations. Now Texas has introduced ‘Don’t Bag
Your Leaves’ programs. Things aren’t working out.

Are New Jersey and Westfield about to jump into
a ‘Bag of Worms?’

Below are four arcane words, each with
four definitions – only one is correct. The
others are made up. Are you sharp enough
to discern this deception of diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Atazir – The influence of a star upon

another, or upon man
2. Perdition – Complete and irrepa-

rable loss; ruin
3. Jennet – A female donkey or small

Spanish horse
4. Pterope – A fruit bat

JETTON
1. A small metal counter used in some

card games
2. A spruce fellow; one who struts or

swaggers
3. A play on words; a pun
4. The wattle of a fowl

PUCELAGE
1. Poise; dignity
2. Feminine beauty; charm
3. Virginity
4. Excessive boldness or confidence

FACUNDITY
1. Directness; honesty
2. Strong; powerful
3. Abundance in holdings, supplies,

etc.
4. Eloquence; readiness of speech

EXTERNAT
1. The outer or visible part
2. A freed slave
3. A day school
4. A wanderer; nomad


