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Jumpstart Students Gather
For Thanksgiving Traditions

MEET AND GREET…Native American Catie Currie and pilgrim Jake Fried-
man greet each other during the Thanksgiving Gathering at Brunner Elementary
School in Scotch Plains.

SCOTCH PLAINS — Children in
the Jumpstart classes taught by Celeste
Gomes and Bernadette Hoyer partici-
pated in a Thanksgiving Gathering at
Brunner Elementary School in Scotch
Plains on November 16.

Students from Evergreen Elemen-
tary School in Scotch Plains attended
the gathering as pilgrims, while the
Brunner pupils attended as Native
Americans.

The teachers and students prepared
for the event by learning about how
the pilgrims and Native Americans

lived a long time ago. Each group
crafted items to wear that emulated
what the pilgrims and Native Ameri-
cans may have worn to the first
Thanksgiving celebration.

The Native Americans made corn
muffins and popcorn to share, while
the pilgrims prepared hais – a tasty
Colonial treat made from nuts.

Both groups sang songs and recited
poems about the group they repre-
sented. All of the children worked on
a Colonial-type wreath to take home
to their families for Thanksgiving.

Scotch Plains residents, was pre-
sented to the Planning Board and to
the Borough Council, objecting to
the subdivision. Residents, in the pe-
tition, expressed their concerns that
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Check-Cashing Business
In Borough Discouraged

constructing additional impervious
area and removing trees would worsen
their existing flooding and standing
water problems.

According to Mr. Kraus, the devel-
opment will have to adhere to a storm-
water management plan, approved
by the Borough Engineer, as well as a
tree-replacement plan. Strict guide-
lines require that these plans insure
that no problems are worsened in the
area, Mr. Kraus told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times.

Both the agenda and the regular
meeting will be held at 7:30 p.m.
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FAR Study Continues;
While Westfield Officials
Eye Town-Wide Study

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD -- Nearly 90 per-
cent of the homes that are being
torn down and rebuilt are all within
conformance of current land use
restrictions. The construction of the
new homes are not being heard be-
fore either the planning or zoning
boards, so neighbors have no input
on what is being built around them.

Only when new construction ex-
ceeds the allowable lot coverage
does it need to appear before the
board of adjustment, and subdivi-
sions must be heard before the plan-
ning board.

While many residents are con-
cerned with the aesthetics of their
neighborhoods changing, a larger
issue of the change is Westfield’s
housing stock looms. Many of the
teardowns are taking place in neigh-
borhoods where smaller, “starter
homes” were built. The dramatic
changes taking place with new de-
velopment not only changes the
houses but also changes the income
diversity of the town.

There are currently seven catego-
ries of residential zones in Westfield.
Properties range from 6,000 square
feet to 40,000 square feet. Each of
the zones has it’s own restrictions
regarding how much of the lot can be
covered and what the setbacks are.
However, all of the zones in town
have a maximum floor area ration of
20 to 35 percent of lot coverage and
can be as tall as 38-feet. In certain
sections of town, mainly the RS-6
zones where the majority of homes
are smaller ranches, newer homes,
being built within the zoning restric-
tions tower above.

The Town of Westfield has asked
Town Planner Blaise Brancheau to
conduct a pilot study of Floor Area
Ratios (FAR) in select RS6 and RS8
zones on the South side of town
where the majority of the new con-
struction has taken place.

First Ward Councilman Sal
Caruana, who chairs the Code Re-
view and Town Property Commit-
tee, which is working with Mr.
Brancheau, said, “We’re trying to

understand the current dynamics.”
While the town already knows

the current lot coverage, the study
involves going house-to-house and
estimating current FAR.

“We’re trying to compare what’s
there to what’s being built and mea-
sure the differences. Newer con-
struction is creating issues of den-
sity, we should consider other
changes and needs we have as a
result,” Councilman Caruana told
The Westfield Leader.

The preliminary results of the
study show “that most of what’s on
the ground is very much in confor-
mity, some of the newer homes are
also conforming. So the question is,
do we want to then change FAR
requirements in what we’re finding
out is another part of the problem is
volume,” Councilman Caruana said.

While FAR provides calculation
of livable space, things like cathe-
dral ceilings are dead space and not
included by FAR. FAR could be
revised to cover the total volume
and not just livable space.

“We need to study the new con-
struction a little bit more and from
a volume perspective. Then make
the same comparisons in the same
zones in other parts of town. The
same zones in different parts of town
may be very different,” he cautioned.

According to Councilman
Caruana, the committee is almost
convinced that the study needs to be
done in the entire town. But he added
that he’s “not sure we understand
all of the dynamics we need to. We
may be looking at an anomaly.”

Councilman Caruana told The
Leader that the committee must look
at, “What aspect of new develop-
ment may be negatively impacting
the congruity of neighborhoods and
blocks, and what mechanisms and
factors we need to be considering to
offset that.”

Several factors related to new con-
struction in town still remain up in
the air, such as what will be re-
quired in affordable housing when
the new COAH (Council On Af-
fordable Housing) regulations are
passed in New Jersey.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Times
GIVING THANKS…Students at Evergreen Elementary School in Scotch Plains
posted the things that they are thankful for in the main hallway of the school.

LEAPING INTO LEARNING…The new full-time Pre-Kindergarten at St.
Bartholomew Interparochial School in Scotch Plains has recently introduced the
Leap Frog Learning SchoolHouse System technology as a tool for developing pre-
reading and mathematics skills. The Leap Frog System permits students to use a
hands-on, multi-sensory approach to learning. Students utilize an array of
technology-based learning tools to listen, learn, and respond to activities in
language arts, science, math, social studies, and fine arts. A comprehensive set of
books, posters, and songs coordinate with the technology-based learning activi-
ties. Pictured, above, Mary Schoendorf, Head Pre-Kindergarten teacher, guides
a student through a developmental activity on the Leap Pad.

Erratum
In the November 18 issue of

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times it was reported that Scotch
Plains Mayor Martin Marks’ term
is three years. Mayor Marks was
in fact reelected to a four-year
term. We regret the error.

Board member Ken Anderson sug-
gested that several parking lot is-
lands be placed within the lot in
order to “break up a large asphalt
area in the middle of a residential
area.”

Initial plans do not include any
islands in the expanded lot, but Mr.
Kraus said the YMCA would be open
to including them if the board in-
sisted.

Mr. Anderson also wondered why
parking capacity needed to be
doubled when YMCA officials have
said the current level is usually ad-
equate for the facility’s needs. The
YMCA does expect that in the com-
ing several years, membership will
increase about 25 percent, but Mr.
Kraus last week left open the possi-
bility of fewer spaces in the final
plans.

Board engineer Thomas Quinn
said that after reviewing the plans,
he had a sense that the proposed 280
parking spaces might be “overkill,”
adding that he, too, favored the in-
clusion of islands to “break the lot
up.”
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Board Seeks to Decrease
New Parking Spaces at Y

The 280 spaces, he said, are a
“little more than they need for a 25
percent increase” in membership,
although he admitted that it was hard
to know at this point what the
YMCA’s program needs might be
several years in the future.

The board’s next meeting will be
held on Thursday, December 2, with
the hearing on the YMCA’s applica-
tion expected to start at 8:30 p.m.

At the start of the meeting, the
board agreed to put off a hearing on
an application by Mark Lustbader,
who is seeking approval to build a
home on a portion of non-township-
owned land on the island in the cen-
ter of Cooper Road. A group of about
30 neighborhood residents attended
last week’s meeting and demanded a
postponement so they could have
time to hire an attorney to represent
their interests and gather expert wit-
nesses. The board agreed, with Chair-
man James Fawcett saying that he
wanted “a fair and equitable hear-
ing” for the residents. The board will
consider the application at its Janu-
ary 6, 2005 meeting.

in Atlantic City, which was attended
by all council members and several
township officials, the council held
its conference and regular meeting on
Tuesday evening.

In other business, Township Man-
ager Thomas Atkins informed the
council that more than 400 residents
registered for the 240 flu vaccines
presently available. The majority, 366,
were individuals 65 years of age and
older. Sixty one residents under 65
years old with health problems and
the required note from their physi-
cian also registered for a chance to
receive the vaccine, which was ad-
ministered on Tuesday.

Mr. Atkins expects another 225
doses soon and hopes they can be
administered early in December.
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Council Expected to Discuss
South Side Deer Census

At its regular meeting, the council
was expected to hold a public hearing
on an ordinance that will formalize
left hand turn-only lanes at Hetfield
Avenue and North Avenue and
Crestwood Road and North Avenue.
The turn lanes were placed at that
intersection to ease the flow of traffic,
and the ordinance will formalize those
lanes and allow the police to enforce
their use.

It was also likely that the council
would introduce an ordinance to in-
crease the township fee for a certifi-
cate of occupancy inspection from the
present $25. Other area towns, by con-
trast, charge considerably more for
such inspections, with the fee in
Mountainside and Summit being $100,
Westfield, $35 and Cranford, $70.

Testing for Odor at MS
School Will Continue

On November 22
By BETSEY BURGDORF

Specially Written for The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE --- Although
Beechwood School in Mountainside
is odor-free, testing will continue on
Monday, November 22.

The Westfield Leader toured the
school in attempt to smell firsthand
the odor that has been plaguing the
building since last May.

Brightly lit, colorful hallways lead to
the four classrooms serviced by the
HVAC system RTU No. 2 (roof top
unit). The unit believed to be causing the
musty smell was covered in children’s
artwork and appeared brand new.

Everything about the school looked
new, clean and smelled odor-free.

On November 11, Aerodyne-
Redmond Contractors removed all
the wet insulation on the bottom of
the ductwork connected to RTU No.
2.

Sean Reilly of Home Health Sci-
ence associated the odor of the re-
moved insulation with the odor in-
side the four classrooms.

Home Health Science, an environ-
mental testing company in Sparta, is
testing the insulation for mold and
other bacteria.

On November 18, the Mountainside
Board of Education met with build-
ing contractors Paul Otto and Tom
Edgley, John Krupka from the Musial
Group, Carrier salesman Sergio Dos-
Sanots, Carrier Serviceman Bill Jo-
seph and John Mehl from Aerodyne-
Redmond to discuss what actions
should be taken. All present observed
the four classrooms and hallway.

The Carrier representatives made a
visual inspection of RTU No. 2, which
included the air stream, coils, heat
exchanger, fan housing and the air
filters. Nothing out of the ordinary
was detected. All the ductwork and
insulation on RTU No. 2 has recently
been replaced, as well as the exterior
wrap.

The odor was first detected in class-
rooms 110, 111, 116 and 117 this past
spring when the heat was turned off.

The heat is now back on and although
the smell is no longer apparent, the
school board has accepted the pro-
posal of LEW Corporation in the
amount of $10,500 to continue with
the testing of drywall and other fin-
ishes.

The project is set to begin on Satur-
day, December 4, and should be com-
pleted by the time the school reopens
the following Monday.

The school board received propos-
als from three environmental compa-
nies, including PMK, LEW Corpora-
tion and Environmental Testing Con-
sultants.

“Based on the scope of work, they
(LEW Corporation) will be able to
identify the scope more clearly,”
Board Administrator Paul Vizzuso
said when explaining why the board
chose LEW Corporation.

The scope of the project will in-
clude inspecting the four affected
classrooms and assessing the biologi-
cal conditions. LEW Corporation will
collect samples of suspect materials
for biological testing including both
fungi and bacteria in the testing.

The project may require the re-
moval of drywall and other finishes
inside walls, ceiling cavities and in
the new bump-out in the four class-
rooms. The major focus will be on
dismantling RTU No. 2 and inspect-
ing the fiberglass linings that are
present in the unit and associated
ductwork.

According to the board, an indus-
trial hygienist certified by the Ameri-
can Board of Industrial Hygiene will
conduct the inspection. Technicians
and a mechanical contractor will as-
sist. The results of the testing should
be available seven to 10 day after the
samples are taken. When the investi-
gation is complete, LEW Corpora-
tion will provide recommendations
for mitigation.

The reconstruction of the school is
not included in the proposal, and the
district will replace all tested areas
after the inspection is complete.

Surrogate Cautions Seniors
On Estate Planning Scam

AREA – Union County Surrogate
James LaCorte is cautioning senior
citizens to beware of telephone so-
licitors offering unnecessary living
trust and estate plans at greatly in-
flated prices.

“People should be very careful that
they do not pay exorbitant and excessive
fees for drawing up a last will and testa-
ment,” Surrogate LaCorte said. “The
entire process should cost between $150
and $300, not thousands of dollars.”

An unsolicited sales pitch to a
county woman, recently brought to
the surrogate’s attention, highlighted
the misrepresentation some times
used to sell unnecessary estate plans
at high prices.

Using a contested will as an ex-
ample, a salesman called the senior
citizen and suggested she set up a
living trust to avoid “costly probate”
he said could cost as much as $25,000.

The $25,000 figure is presented as
the normal price of admitting a will
into probate. The salesman suggested

that the cost could be avoided by
setting up a living trust through his
company for about $2,000.

Wile it is true that a contested will
concerning an estate worth $250,000
could produce $25,000 in legal fees;
it is the exception rather than the rule.

“Of all the wills my office handles,
99 percent are never contested,” Sur-
rogate LaCorte said.

He suggested people exercise cau-
tion when offered a deal on an unso-
licited living trust.

“Some companies are misrepresent-
ing the value of a living trust,” Surro-
gate LaCorte said. “The real cost of a
will and probate is $150 to $300.”

The surrogate recommends shop-
ping for a lawyer to have a last will
and testament properly drawn up to
avoid any complications when enter-
ing a will into probate.

For more information please call
the Union County Surrogate’s office
at (908) 527-4280 or visit
www.ucnj.org/surrogate/index.


