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SP Zoning Board Members Look
To Decrease New Y Parking Spaces

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

Homeowners living in the area of
the Fanwood-Scotch Plains YMCA
on Martine Avenue will have an op-
portunity at next week’s Scotch
Plains Zoning Board of Adjustment
meeting to ask questions and com-
ment on the YMCA’s proposed expan-
sion of its facilities and parking lot.

On November 17, the board held
its second hearing on the YMCA’s
application, which is technically to
seek approval for an expansion of its
parking lot from 125 parking spaces
to about 280 when the multi-phase
project is completed several years
down the road.

A local ordinance requires mem-
bership organizations such as the
YMCA to provide one on-site parking
space for every four adult members. If
the YMCA, with its membership of
several thousand adults, teenagers and
children, had to comply with that re-
quirement, it would need a parking lot
with more than 1,000 spaces.

A variance permits the YMCA to

have the lower capacity parking lot
than the ordinance calls for, one that
“essentially meets the requirements
of the Y,” as YMCA attorney Robert
Kraus said at the first board hearing
in October.

At last week’s nearly three-hour
hearing, YMCA Executive Director
Karin Dreixler summarized for the
board her October presentation on
the YMCA’s plans to expand its fa-
cilities over a period of several years
while expanding the parking lot.

Engineer James Watson reviewed
certain aspects of storm water drain-
age in the expanded parking lot, buff-
ering strategies and proposed new in-
gress and egress in the expanded lot.

Professional Planner Elizabeth
McKenzie provided an overview of
the YMCA property and the proposed
expansions, concentrating on the rea-
sons she felt the project would not be
detrimental to surrounding homes and
neighborhoods.

Initial comments and questions
from board members after last week’s
presentations centered on buffering

issues and the size of the expanded
parking lot.

There were some concerns raised
about whether homes located directly
across Martine Avenue from the
YMCA would be negatively affected,
particularly at night, by the head-
lights of cars exiting the YMCA.

Mr. Watson said that his plans in-
clude a number of plantings along
Martine Avenue between the street
itself and the parking lot, adding that
the plantings would be located atop
a berm that would further shield
Martine Avenue from car headlights
in the parking lot.

He also displayed a photograph
depicting the exit lane onto Martine
Avenue that, he said, showed the
property across the street being
blocked by several trees and thick
shrubbery.

Several board members expressed
concern that the size of the new
parking lot would make it a bit of an
eyesore in the midst of the neighbor-
hood, but Ms. McKenzie noted that
the lot would be “considerably set
back” from the street.

Board member Tim Livolsi sug-
gested additional plantings and buff-
ering “so we don’t know there’s a
parking lot back there.”

Happy Thanksgiving!Happy Thanksgiving!Happy Thanksgiving!Happy Thanksgiving!Happy Thanksgiving!
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Fanwood Planning Bd. Dissuades
Check Cashing Business in Boro.

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Times

During its November 15 agenda
meeting, the Fanwood Planning and
Zoning Board of Adjustments held a
concept hearing concerning a pro-
posal by Gary Strassberg, President
of the Terrill Exxon service station, to
add a check cashing service at his
business.

The attorney for the owner, George
Schunwald of Parsippany, presented
schematics and photographs of the
station and asked the board to give  its
opinion on the owner’s proposal to
add the new business to the existing
building.

Comparing the accessory use to
adding an ATM machine, Mr.
Schunwald told the board that the
check cashing business would be op-

erated from a cashier’s window, al-
ready contained inside the waiting
room area. The existing plate glass
window would be replaced with bul-
letproof glass and security cameras
would be added as is required by state
law for this type of usage.

Board Chairman Gregory Cummings
voiced his concerns that a check cash-
ing business would be a safety risk and
suggested that the police department be
queried for its recommendations. He
also expressed concerns over traffic
and pedestrian safety.

Because the Terrill Road Exxon
was already granted approval to oper-
ate a truck and car rental business and
a convenience store, in addition to the
gas and service station, several board
members said that they were disin-
clined to approve any additional uses.
These multiple uses were not intended
for the light industrial zone in which
the business resides, stated Jack
Molenaar, council representative to
the board.

The Fanwood Borough Council, in
fact, recently proposed an ordinance
that would limit principal uses in the
light industrial zone.

Vice Chairman of the Planning
Board, John Celardo, questioned the
need for this type of business, doubt-
ing whether many Fanwoodians
would utilize a check cashing ser-
vice. Other board members agreed
that most local customers do their
banking at banks and suggested that
Mr. Strassberg wouldn’t have enough
customers for this type of service.

Mr. Strassberg implored the board

to reconsider its positions, stating that
he was not trying to get rich but just
attempting to make ends meet in these
tough economic times.

He suggested that a liquor store is
just as likely to be held up, without
the added features of bulletproof glass
or security cameras.

Mr. Strassberg added that it was
not the board’s concern whether he
would have enough customers and
said he’d be willing to take that risk.

After the majority of board mem-
bers expressed their lack of comfort
with this type of business, Mr.
Cummings told the applicant, “You
now have a sense of how the board
feels.”

In other business, it was announced
that the Master Plan Committee will
meet to discuss revisions to the
borough’s Master Plan. Those
changes will be discussed at the De-
cember agenda meeting, which will
be held on Monday, December 6.

The next regular meeting of the
board will be Wednesday, December
15, when the Woodcliff application,
proposing a six-house subdivision,
on the border of Scotch Plains, will
be presented by the attorney for the
applicant, Robert Kraus of Kraus,
Lieb, Grispin and Roth of Scotch
Plains.

The subdivision proposes to raze
one existing house and erect six new
houses with no variances.

Several months ago, a petition, with
signatures of both Fanwood and

Fred K. Lecomte for The Times
DEVOTED FANS…Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School students went wild Friday night for the boys’ soccer team during
the State Finals at The College of New Jersey in Ewing. Despite fan support, the team lost to Wall High School 4-1. See story
in Sports Section.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Times
TURKEY!…A Scotch Plains resident on Westfield Avenue got into the holiday
spirit by displaying an inflatable turkey on the lawn. Wild turkeys have often been
seen in the area, but are not as cute or as large as the one outside this house.

David B. Corbin for The Times
CAN THEY DO IT AGAIN?…In 2002, the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School Raiders killed the Elizabeth High School
Minutemen, 33-6, on Turkey Day. The two teams will have a rematch this year in Elizabeth.
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SP Residents to Query Developer
On Cushing, Terrill Subdivision

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

The Scotch Plains Planning Board
will continue a hearing next month
on a major subdivision application on
Cushing Road.

Helltemp LLC is seeking board
approval to subdivide four adjoining
lots, two facing Terrill Road and two
facing Cushing, into seven lots.
Single-family homes are presently
situated on the four lots; Helltemp
proposes to retain the two Terrill Road
homes, raze the two homes on
Cushing Road, create a cul-de-sac
south of Cushing Road and create
five new lots around that cul-de-sac
where five homes would be built.

During the three-hour hearing at
the board’s meeting on Monday
evening, board members raised con-
cerns about drainage issues on the L-
shaped series of lots.

There are already issues regarding
rainwater runoff across Cushing
Road, which is a border between
Scotch Plains and Plainfield. There
are now two wetlands situated on the
Cushing Road lots that serve as natu-
ral detention basins, although
Helltemp representatives maintained
that their plans to install detention
basins would actually reduce the wa-
ter runoff into Plainfield.

Monday’s hearing centered mostly
around a detailed presentation by en-
gineer Edward Dec about drainage
issues, soil erosion control, the envi-
ronmental impact of the proposed de-
velopment, the number of trees to be
removed to make room for the new

homes and the potential for increased
traffic, especially along Cushing Road.

Mr. Dec said there would be no
adverse impact to the surrounding
area from the development. He also
addressed several concerns raised in
a letter to the Planning Board from
the Township Environmental Com-
mission.

There were also concerns raised about
the ability of township emergency ve-
hicles to safely maneuver on the cul-
de-sac, which will have a 13- to 14-foot
elevation from its intersection with
Cushing Road to its turnaround circle
inside the new development.

Board member Michael Michalisin

said he felt the application was “in-
complete.” He raised concern with a
lack of specifics about certain aspects
of the drainage issue, the fact that the
township fire department had not sub-
mitted a report on the application and
the uncertainty about the extent of the
developer’s plan to widen a portion of
Cushing Road in front of the devel-
oped lots.

It is expected the board will resume
the hearing at its Monday, December
13 meeting, which will begin at 7
p.m., and that members of the public
will have an opportunity to ask ques-
tions and offer comments about the
application.

SP Township Council
Expected to Discuss

South Side Deer Census
By FRED ROSSI

Specially Written for The Times

The Union County Department of
Parks and Recreation conducted a
deer census in and around the
Ashbrook Reservation in Scotch
Plains on Sunday evening.

At its conference meeting on Tues-
day, held after this issue of The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times had gone to
press, the Township Council was ex-
pected to discuss the census and, pos-
sibly, talk about the prospect of a deer
reduction program sometime early
next year.

The deer problem on the south side
of Scotch Plains has worsened in re-
cent years as the growing deer popu-
lation, seeking food and shelter in a
more-crowded reservation, has moved
into residential areas and, in the pro-
cess, crossed busy local roads. Coun-
cil members and southside residents
have told of seeing groups of deer in
their backyards and
there have been a
number of inci-
dents where cars
have hit and killed
deer that were
crossing area
streets.

Earlier this year, in an effort to thin
the deer population on the north side,
Union County conducted a multi-day
deer hunt in the Watchung Reserva-
tion.

Due to last week’s New Jersey State
League of Municipalities convention
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Benjamin B. Corbin for The Times
TAKING THE HELM…Butch Belanger, a 14-year veteran of the United States
Postal Service and a former Navy Seal Team Leader, was recently named as the
new Postmaster of Scotch Plains.

Mr. Belanger Is Named
 New Twsp. Postmaster

SCOTCH PLAINS – Butch
Belanger, a 14-year veteran of the
United States Postal Service, was re-
cently named Postmaster of Scotch
Plains.

A resident of Colonia, Mr. Belanger
and his wife, Marilyn, have a 16-
year-old daughter, Rose, who attends
Colonia High School.

Mr. Belanger is a graduate of the
University of North Carolina with a
master’s degree in psychology and
spent 21 years in the United States
Navy as a Seal Team Commander of
Seal Team 6.

Mr. Belanger is a seasoned veteran
of the postal service, with many years
of experience in management and
customer service.

“I’m very excited for this opportu-
nity to be the Postmaster of Scotch
Plains. The postal service is commit-
ted to providing the best service we
can day in and day out,” Mr. Belanger
said. “We have 30 experienced letter
carriers and a full window service
that is here to help any way we can for
the needs of the community. I look
forward to serving and helping the
community any way we can.”


