
Page 10 Thursday, November 25, 2004 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES                        A Watchung Communications, Inc. Publication

WESTFIELD
POLICE BLOTTER

BOYLE FINANCIAL
ASSOCIATES, LLC

908-232-8977
917 Mountain Avenue • Mountainside, NJ

Boyleassociates@aol.com

INSURANCE • INVESTMENTS
LONG TERM CARE

Insurance products are offered through Signator Insurance Agency Inc., an affiliate
of John Hancock Life Insurance Company, Boston, MA 02117.

Zoning Bd. Members
Look to Decrease New
Parking Spaces at Y

NATIVE-AMERICAN TRADITION…Kindergarteners at Holy Trinity
Interparochial Mountainside campus began their Thanksgiving celebration with
a Native-American Pow Wow.

Check Cashing Business
Dissauded in Fanwood

By DEBORAH MADISON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

FANWOOD -- A concept hearing
was presented to the Fanwood Plan-
ning and Zoning Board of Adjust-
ments by the President of the Terrill
Exxon service station, Gary
Strassberg, at the board’s agenda
meeting on November 15.

The attorney for the owner, George
Schunwald of Parsippany, presented
schematics and photographs of the
station and asked the board to give
its opinion on the owner’s proposal
to add a check cashing business to
the existing building.

Comparing the accessory use to
adding an ATM machine, Mr.
Schunwald told the board that the
check cashing business would be
operated from a cashier’s window,
already contained inside the wait-
ing room area. The existing plate
glass window would be replaced
with bulletproof glass and security
cameras would be added as is re-
quired by state law for this type of
usage.

Board Chairman Gregory
Cummings voiced his concerns that
a check cashing business would be
a safety risk and suggested that the
police department be queried for its
recommendations. He also ex-
pressed concerns over traffic and
pedestrian safety.

Because the Terrill Road Exxon
was already granted approval to op-
erate a truck and car rental business
and a convenience store, in addition
to the gas and service station, sev-
eral board members said that they
were disinclined to approve any ad-
ditional uses. These multiple uses
were not intended for the light in-
dustrial zone in which the business
resides, stated Jack Molenaar,  coun-
cil representative to the board.

The Fanwood Borough Council,
in fact, recently proposed an ordi-
nance that would limit principal uses
in the light industrial zone.

Vice Chairman of the Planning
Board, John Celardo, questioned the
need for this type of business, doubt-
ing whether many Fanwoodians
would utilize a check cashing ser-
vice. Other board members agreed
that most local customers do their
banking at banks and suggested that
Mr. Strassberg wouldn’t have enough
customers for this type of service.

Mr. Strassberg implored the board
to reconsider their positions, stat-
ing that he was not trying to get rich
but just attempting to make ends
meet in these tough  economic times.

He suggested that a liquor store is
just as likely to be held up, without
the added features of bulletproof
glass or security cameras.

Mr. Strassberg added that it was
not the board’s concern whether he
would have enough customers and
said he’d be willing to take that risk.

After the majority of board mem-
bers expressed their lack of comfort
with this type of business, Mr.
Cummings told the applicant, “You
now have a sense of how the board
feels.”

In other business, it was an-
nounced that the Master Plan Com-
mittee will meet to discuss revi-
sions to the Borough’s Master Plan.
Those changes will be discussed at
the December agenda meeting,
which will be held on Monday,
December 6.

The next regular meeting of the
board will be Wednesday, Decem-
ber 15, when the Woodcliff applica-
tion, proposing a six-house subdi-
vision, on the border of Scotch
Plains, will be presented by attor-
ney for the applicant, Robert Kraus
of Kraus, Lieb, Grispin and Roth of
Scotch Plains.

The subdivision proposes to raze
one existing house and erect six
new houses with no variances.

Several months ago, a petition,
with signatures of both Fanwood
and Scotch Plains residents, was
presented to the Planning Board and
to the Borough Council, objecting
to the subdivision. Residents, in the
petition, expressed their concerns
that constructing additional imper-
vious area and removing trees would
worsen their existing flooding and
standing water problems.

According to Mr. Kraus, the de-
velopment will have to adhere to a
storm-water management plan, ap-
proved by the Borough Engineer, as
well as a tree-replacement plan.
Strict guidelines require that these
plans insure that no problems are
worsened in the area, Mr. Kraus
told The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Times.

Both the agenda and the regular
meetings will be held at 7:30 p.m.

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS -- Homeowners
living in the area of the Fanwood-
Scotch Plains YMCA on Martine
Avenue will have an opportunity at
next week’s Scotch Plains Zoning
Board of Adjustment meeting to ask
questions and comment on the
YMCA’s proposed expansion of its
facilities and parking lot.

Last Wednesday, the board held its
second hearing on the YMCA’s appli-
cation, which is technically to seek
approval for an expansion of its park-
ing lot from 125 parking spaces to
about 280 when the multi-phase
project is completed several years
down the road.

A local ordinance requires mem-
bership organizations such as the
YMCA to provide one on-site park-
ing space for every four adult mem-
bers. If the YMCA, with its member-
ship of several thousand adults, teen-
agers and children, had to comply
with that requirement, it would need
a parking lot with more than 1,000
spaces.

A variance permits the YMCA to
have the lower capacity parking lot
than the ordinance calls for, one that
“essentially meets the requirements
of the Y,” as YMCA attorney Robert
Kraus said at the first board hearing
in October.

At last week’s nearly three-hour
hearing, YMCA Executive Director
Karin Dreixler summarized for the
board her October presentation on
the YMCA’s plans to expand its fa-
cilities over a period of several years
while expanding the parking lot.

Engineer James Watson reviewed
certain aspects of storm water drain-
age in the expanded parking lot, buff-
ering strategies and proposed new in-
gress and egress in the expanded lot.

Professional Planner Elizabeth
McKenzie provided an overview of
the YMCA property and the proposed
expansions, concentrating on the rea-
sons she felt the project would not be
detrimental to surrounding homes and
neighborhoods.

Initial comments and questions
from board members after last week’s
presentations centered on buffering
issues and the size of the expanded
parking lot.

There were some concerns raised
about whether homes located directly
across Martine Avenue from the
YMCA would be negatively affected,
particularly at night, by the head-
lights of cars exiting the YMCA.

Mr. Watson said that his plans in-
clude a number of plantings along
Martine Avenue between the street
itself and the parking lot, adding that
the plantings would be located atop a
berm that would further shield

Martine Avenue from car headlights
in the parking lot.

He also displayed a photograph
depicting the exit lane onto Martine
Avenue that, he said, showed the prop-
erty across the street being blocked
by several trees and thick shrubbery.

Several board members expressed
concern that the size of the new park-
ing lot would make it a bit of an
eyesore in the midst of the neighbor-
hood, but Ms. McKenzie noted that
the lot would be “considerably set
back” from the street.

Board member Tim Livolsi sug-
gested additional plantings and buff-
ering “so we don’t know there’s a
parking lot back there.”

Board member Ken Anderson sug-
gested that several parking lot islands
be placed within the lot in order to
“break up a large asphalt area in the
middle of a residential area.”

Initial plans do not include any is-
lands in the expanded lot, but Mr.
Kraus said the YMCA would be open
to including them if the board insisted.

Mr. Anderson also wondered why
parking capacity needed to be doubled
when YMCA officials have said the
current level is usually adequate for
the facility’s needs. The YMCA does
expect that in the coming several
years, membership will increase about
25 percent, but Mr. Kraus last week
left open the possibility of fewer
spaces in the final plans.

Board engineer Thomas Quinn said
that after reviewing the plans, he had
a sense that the proposed 280 parking
spaces might be “overkill,” adding
that he, too, favored the inclusion of
islands to “break the lot up.”

The 280 spaces, he said, are a “little
more than they need for a 25 percent
increase” in membership, although
he admitted that it was hard to know
at this point what the YMCA’s pro-
gram needs might be several years in
the future.

The board’s next meeting will be
held on Thursday, December 2, with
the hearing on the YMCA’s applica-
tion expected to start at 8:30 p.m.

At the start of the meeting, the
board agreed to put off a hearing on
an application by Mark Lustbader,
who is seeking approval to build a
home on a portion of non-township-
owned land on the island in the center
of Cooper Road. A group of about 30
neighborhood residents attended last
week’s meeting and demanded a post-
ponement so they could have time to
hire an attorney to represent their
interests and gather expert witnesses.
The board agreed, with Chairman
James Fawcett saying that he wanted
“a fair and equitable hearing” for the
residents. The board will consider the
application at its January 6, 2005
meeting.

Financial Aid Night Set
At Westfield High School

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
High School (WHS) Guidance De-
partment will present its 19th An-
nual Financial Aid Information Pro-
gram on Tuesday, November 30, at
7:30 p.m. in Cafeteria B.

A guest presenter from the Fi-
nancial Aid Services for the New
Jersey Higher Education Student
Assistance Authority (HESSA) will
explain the Free Application for
Federal Student Aid (FAFSA).

The details and resources for fi-

nancing a college education will
be reviewed.

WHS Guidance Department rep-
resentatives will discuss college
academic scholarships as well as
local scholarships. There will be
ample time for questions.

Parents of seniors who will be
applying for financial aid for col-
lege are encouraged to attend the
program, as well as parents of jun-
iors and sophomores who may want
to start planning now.

HONORED PRINCIPAL…Dorothy Szot, Principal of Holy Trinity Interparochial
School, was honored by the students of the Mountainside campus on Principal’s
Day, which was sponsored by the Archdiocese of Newark. Mrs. Szot was pre-
sented with flowers and a handcrafted book of students’ artwork in appreciation
of her 36 years of academic excellence. Pictured, left to right, are: Brendan
McCabe, Kelsey Eelman, Mrs. Szot, Kelly Farmar and Thomas Miner.

WF Middle School
Students Named

To Pingry’s Roster
BERNARDS TOWNSHIP – Head-

master John Neiswender and Middle
School Director Phillip Cox of The
Pingry School has announced the
names of Westfield students ap-
pointed to the Middle School’s first
semester Academic Honor Roll for
the 2004-2005 school year.

The roster recognizes those stu-
dents who have achieved a “B+” av-
erage or better with no individual
grade lower than a “C-”.

Seventh graders Alexander
Daifotis, Aaron Davis, Samuel Fisher,
Meghan Hager and Paul Zoidis joined
eighth grader William Weldon in be-
ing named to the list.

‘Knitting, Crocheting’ Class
To Begin at NJWA on Jan. 8
WESTFIELD – The New Jersey

Workshop for the Arts (NJWA) has
added a new course in the arts and
crafts department.

“Knitting and Crocheting” will be
offered in the winter semester for
eight Saturdays, beginning on Janu-
ary 8. A class for students ages 10 and
older will begin at 1 p.m. and a class
for adults will start at 2 p.m.

The course will be taught at the
NJWA Annex, located at 361 South
Avenue, East in Westfield.

Instructor Janet Hrindo is an arts
and crafts department chairperson at
the Westfield Summer Workshop,
where she teaches needlework, jew-
elry making and origami.

The tuition fee of $80 includes a
pair of knitting needles, a crocheting
hook and yarn for instruction and
simple projects. Patterns will also be
included.

Students who wish to create addi-
tional items may provide their own
yarn or different sized needles.

Registration is presently being ac-
cepted for this course. Prospective

students can call NJWA office at (908)
789-9696 for further information or
to request a registration form.

Forms are also available at the
NJWA office, located at 150-152 East
Broad Street in Westfield.
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FAR Study

‘Entertainment 2005’
Sales Will Benefit

NJWA Grants, Fund
WESTFIELD – The New Jersey

Workshop for the Arts (NJWA) will
sell “Entertainment 2005” as a
fundraiser for its scholarships and
programming fund.

The North Jersey edition costs $22,
while the Central Jersey edition can
be purchased for $30. Both books
contain discounts on dining, enter-
tainment, travel, attractions, services
and retail shopping.

To purchase “Entertainment 2005,”
please visit the NJWA office at 150-
152 East Broad Street in Westfield.

Surrogate Cautions Seniors
On Estate Planning Scam

AREA – Union County Surrogate
James LaCorte is cautioning senior
citizens to beware of telephone so-
licitors offering unnecessary living
trust and estate plans at greatly in-
flated prices.

“People should be very careful that
they do not pay exorbitant and exces-
sive fees for drawing up a last will and
testament,” Surrogate LaCorte said.
“The entire process should cost be-
tween $150 and $300, not thousands
of dollars.”

An unsolicited sales pitch to a
county woman, recently brought to
the surrogate’s attention, highlighted
the misrepresentation some times
used to sell unnecessary estate plans
at high prices.

Using a contested will as an ex-
ample, a salesman called the senior
citizen and suggested she set up a
living trust to avoid “costly probate”
he said could cost as much as $25,000.

The $25,000 figure is presented as
the normal price of admitting a will
into probate. The salesman suggested

that the cost could be avoided by
setting up a living trust through his
company for about $2,000.

Wile it is true that a contested will
concerning an estate worth $250,000
could produce $25,000 in legal fees;
it is the exception rather than the rule.

“Of all the wills my office handles,
99 percent are never contested,” Sur-
rogate LaCorte said.

He suggested people exercise cau-
tion when offered a deal on an unso-
licited living trust.

“Some companies are misrepre-
senting the value of a living trust,”
Surrogate LaCorte said. “The real
cost of a will and probate is $150 to
$300.”

The surrogate recommends shop-
ping for a lawyer to have a last will
and testament properly drawn up to
avoid any complications when enter-
ing a will into probate.

For more information please call
the Union County Surrogate’s office
at (908) 527-4280 or visit
www.ucnj.org/surrogate/index.

Sinnenberg Participates
In Leaders Conference

WESTFIELD – Lauren Sinnenberg
of Westfield participated in the Na-
tional Young Leaders Conference
(NYLC) in Washington, D.C. from
November 16 to 21.

Lauren was one of 400 outstanding
scholars from around the country to
attend the conference.

NYLC is a leadership development
program for high school students who
have demonstrated leadership poten-
tial and scholastic merit. The theme of
NYLC was “The Leaders of Tomorrow
Meeting the Leaders of Today.”

Throughout the six days, Lauren in-
teracted with a variety of personnel
who operate within the three branches
of government, the news media and the
international community.

“We often hear from members of
Congress, political appointees and
members of Washington’s press corps
that it is a privilege to meet and interact
with students like Lauren Sinnenberg
because they are the face of our

country’s future,” said Mike Lasday,
Executive Director of the Congressional
Youth Leadership Council, the organi-
zation that sponsors the conference.

“What these students learn at the
NYLC will enable them to build coali-
tions with one another and exercise
their own leadership skills within com-
munities around the country,” con-
cluded Mr. Lasday.

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 19
A Radley Road resident reported

that she gave approximately $1,900
to a Clark resident to perform home
repairs and the individual had not
done the work.

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 20
James Lehmkuhl, 24, of Westfield

was arrested in the 300 block of
Belmar Place and charged with driv-
ing while intoxicated and refusal to
submit to a breathalyzer test. He was
released to a responsible party.

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 21
Craig Katzenellenbogen, 39, of

Westfield was arrested following a
motor vehicle stop on Elmer Street and
charged with possession of suspected
heroin and possession of drug para-
phernalia. He was processed and turned
over to the Fanwood Police Depart-
ment on an active traffic warrant.

A Coleman Street resident reported
that his scarecrow lawn decoration
was set on fire.

A South Avenue, West resident re-
ported that the window was shattered
on the driver’s side sliding door of her
van while the vehicle was parked
behind her home.

FAR. FAR could be revised to cover the
total volume and not just livable space.

“We need to study the new con-
struction a little bit more and from a
volume perspective. Then make the
same comparisons in the same zones
in other parts of town. The same
zones in different parts of town may
be very different,” he cautioned.

According to Councilman Caruana,
the committee is almost convinced
that the study needs to be done in the
entire town. But he added that he’s
“not sure we understand all of the
dynamics we need to. We may be
looking at an anomaly.”

Councilman Caruana told The
Leader that the committee must look
at, “What aspect of new development
may be negatively impacting the con-
gruity of neighborhoods and blocks,
and what mechanisms and factors we
need to be considering to offset that.”

Several factors related to new con-
struction in town still remain up in the
air, such as what will be required in
affordable housing when the new COAH
(Council On Affordable Housing) regu-
lations are passed in New Jersey.


