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Westfield BOE Schedules
Meeting on Mon., Dec. 6

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Board of Education will meet on Mon-
day, December 6, in a departure from
the normal Tuesday night schedule, at
8 p.m. in Room No. 105 at 302 Elm
Street in Westfield.

The board’s agenda will include a
presentation by Westfield High School
Student Assistance Counselor
Maureen Mazzarese. She will discuss
the new-student transition program at
the school.

The board will further discuss the
upcoming bond referendum sched-
uled for Tuesday, December 14.

A complete agenda will be avail-

able on Friday, December 3, in the
office of Board Secretary and Busi-
ness Administrator Robert Berman at
302 Elm Street.

All meetings of the Westfield Board
of Education are taped and may be seen
on Channel 36 on Tuesdays at 8 p.m., 3
p.m. and 11 p.m. and Thursdays at 8
a.m. and 7 p.m.

Airport Security
Delays WF Resident

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Westfield resident Robert Jackson
was surprised and confused when he
was pulled out of line at Newark
Airport and told his name was on the
watch list.

When he arrived home he called
the Westfield Police Department, who
directed him to the FBI and was then
directed to the Ombudzman Office in
Washington, D.C. He is now being
sent a form to clear his name.

Anne Davis from TSA (Transpor-
tation Security Administration) told
The Westfield Leader that airlines
“will not issue a boarding pass if
someone is on the no-fly list.”

TSA was formed after September 11,
2001 to administer all airport security.

The no-fly list, which the TSA ad-

ministers, is acquired from the FBI
and other law enforcement agencies,
singles out those who are believed to
be a threat to aviation.

According to Ms. Davis the
Ombudzman Office is a liaison be-
tween passengers and TSA. The office
works with passengers to fill out pa-
perwork, which will allow them to fly
without delays.

Ms. Davis explained to The Leader
that there are currently 72 airlines
who use different software to cross
reference names on the no-fly list,
and sometimes innocent people are
flagged because of name similarities.

She said that people are often
stopped at the security check and
must verify their identity to security
and law enforcement officials before
being given a boarding pass.
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Bob Burslem for The Westfield Leader
SPECIAL TRIP…Cub Scouts from Pack No. 172 at Franklin Elementary School
in Westfield traveled to West Point, N.Y. on November 20. The scouts and their
families were given a personal tour by two West Point Cadets who were past Eagle
Scouts, and then attended the Army/UAB football game. Although it rained and
Army lost the game, all agreed that it was a great scouting experience.

FAR Study Continues;
While Westfield Officials
Eye Town-Wide Study

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Nearly 90 percent of the homes
that are being torn down and rebuilt
are all within conformance of current
land use restrictions. The construc-
tion of the new homes are not being
heard before either the planning or
zoning boards, so neighbors have no
input on what is being built around
them.

Only when new construction ex-
ceeds the allowable lot coverage does
it need to appear before the board of
adjustment, and subdivisions must be
heard before the planning board.

While many residents are con-
cerned with the aesthetics of their
neighborhoods changing, a larger is-
sue of the change in Westfield’s hous-
ing stock looms. Many of the
teardowns are taking place in neigh-
borhoods where smaller, “starter
homes” exist. The dramatic changes
taking place with new development
not only changes the houses but also
changes the income diversity of the
town.

There are currently seven catego-
ries of residential zones in Westfield.
Properties range from 6,000 square
feet to 40,000 square feet. Each of the
zones has it’s own restrictions re-
garding how much of the lot can be
covered and what the setbacks are.
However, all of the zones in town
have a maximum floor area ration of
20 to 35 percent of lot coverage and
can be as tall as 38-feet. In certain
sections of town, mainly the RS-6
zones where the majority of homes
are smaller ranches, newer homes,
being built within the zoning restric-

tions tower above the older homes.
The Town of Westfield has asked

Town Planner Blaise Brancheau to
conduct a pilot study of Floor Area
Ratios (FAR) in select RS6 and RS8
zones on the South side of town where
the majority of the new construction
has taken place.

First Ward Councilman Sal
Caruana, who chairs the Code Re-
view and Town Property Committee,
which is working with Mr. Brancheau,
said, “We’re trying to understand the
current dynamics.”

While the town already knows the
current lot coverage of each property,
the study involves going house-to-
house and estimating current FAR.

“We’re trying to compare what’s
there to what’s being built and mea-
sure the differences. Newer construc-
tion is creating issues of density, we
should consider other changes and
needs we have as a result,” Council-
man Caruana told The Westfield
Leader.

The preliminary results of the study
show “that most of what’s on the
ground is very much in conformity,
some of the newer homes are also
conforming. So the question is, do we
want to then change FAR require-
ments in what we’re finding out is
another part of the problem is vol-
ume,” Councilman Caruana said.

While FAR provides
calculation of livable
space, things like
cathedral ceilings
are dead space and
not included by

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
HITTING THE BIG TIME…Westfield PAL (Police Athletic League) D Football
Team, which includes 10 and 11-year-olds, will get to play at Giants Stadium
during half time of the Giants/Eagles game on Sunday, November 28.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
TALKING GOVERNMENT…Assemblyman Jon Bramnick visited Tamaques School last week to talk to students about
his role as an Assemblyman. He also sought their input on what bills they would propose if they were in the State Legislature.

Testing for Odor at Beechwood School
Expected to Continue on November 22

       Betsey Burgdorf for The Westfield Leader
ODOR IS GONE...The musty smell in four classrooms at Beechwood School in
Mountainside is no longer evident. Wet insulation, thought to be the cause of the
odor, has been removed from the air duct. Environmental testing will continue
though to complete the work.

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Although Beechwood School in
Mountainside is odor-free, testing will
continue on Monday, November 22.

The Westfield Leader toured the
school in attempt to smell firsthand
the odor that has been plaguing the
building since last May.

Brightly lit, colorful hallways lead
to the four classrooms serviced by the
HVAC system RTU No. 2 (roof top
unit). The unit believed to be causing
the musty smell was covered in
children’s artwork and appeared brand
new.

Everything about the school looked
new, clean and smelled odor-free.

On November 11, Aerodyne-
Redmond Contractors removed all
the wet insulation on the bottom of
the ductwork connected to RTU No.
2.

Sean Reilly of Home Health Sci-
ence associated the odor of the re-
moved insulation with the odor in-
side the four classrooms.

Home Health Science, an environ-
mental testing company in Sparta, is
testing the insulation for mold and
other bacteria.

On November 18, the Mountainside
Board of Education met with build-
ing contractors Paul Otto and Tom
Edgley, John Krupka from the Musial
Group, Carrier salesman Sergio Dos-
Sanots, Carrier Serviceman Bill Jo-
seph and John Mehl from Aerodyne-
Redmond to discuss what actions

should be taken. All present observed
the four classrooms and hallway.

The Carrier representatives made a
visual inspection of RTU No. 2, which
included the air stream, coils, heat ex-
changer, fan housing and the air filters.
Nothing out of the ordinary was de-
tected. All the ductwork and insulation
on RTU No. 2 has recently been re-
placed, as well as the exterior wrap.

The odor was first detected in class-
rooms 110, 111, 116 and 117 this past
spring when the heat was turned off.
The heat is now back on and although
the smell is no longer apparent, the
school board has accepted the pro-
posal of LEW Corporation in the
amount of $10,500 to continue with

the testing of drywall and other fin-
ishes.

The project is set to begin on Satur-
day, December 4, and should be com-
pleted by the time the school reopens
the following Monday.

The school board received propos-
als from three environmental compa-
nies, including PMK, LEW Corpora-
tion and Environmental Testing Con-
sultants.

“Based on the scope of work, they
(LEW Corporation) will be able to
identify the scope more clearly,”
Board Administrator Paul Vizzuso
said when explaining why the board
chose LEW Corporation.

The scope of the project will in-
clude inspecting the four affected
classrooms and assessing the biologi-
cal conditions. LEW Corporation will

collect samples of suspect materials
for biological testing including both
fungi and bacteria in the testing.

The project may require the removal
of drywall and other finishes inside
walls, ceiling cavities and in the new
bump-out in the four classrooms. The
major focus will be on dismantling
RTU No. 2 and inspecting the fiber-
glass linings that are present in the unit
and associated ductwork.

According to the board, an industrial
hygienist certified by the American
Board of Industrial Hygiene will con-
duct the inspection. Technicians and a
mechanical contractor will assist. The
results of the testing should be avail-
able seven to 10 day after the samples
are taken. When the investigation is
complete, LEW Corporation will pro-
vide recommendations for mitigation.

The reconstruction of the school is
not included in the proposal, and the
district will replace all tested areas
after the inspection is complete.

Ordinance Ready to Be Finalized
To Make Way for Ward Project

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Westfield Town Council held
their weekly conference meeting on
Tuesday night after press time.

The council was set to discuss a
resolution to combine general im-
provement bonds in the amount of
$5,135,000.

The same process was done two
years ago to bond un-funded debt.
Bonds will be sold on all outstanding
capital debt, so that the town sees no
tax impact in 2005.

“This process is much more fis-
cally responsible,” Town Adminis-
trator James Gildea told The Westfield
Leader.

The debt includes funds for various
road improvements, park improve-
ments, police improvements and
building improvements.

Not included in this bond sale is
$700,000 that was used to fund the
studies for the parking decks.

Mr. Gildea told The Leader that, at
the time the council was looking to
sell the bonds, the referendum had
not happened yet. Potentially that
money would have been included in
the bond for the parking deck, if the
town had approved the construction.

Mr. Gildea said that that money
would be financed in a separate way
in the future.

Two ordinances were also to be
discussed at the meeting.

The first ordinance would prohibit
the operation of mechanical equip-
ment that creates loud and disturbing
noises during certain hours. There
are currently several ordinances on
the books regarding noise. This new
ordinance makes it “crystal clear” as
to what hours things such as
lawnmowers can be used, according
to Mr. Gildea.

The second ordinance is related to
the James Ward project proposed for
Prospect Street.

Mr. Ward is proposing to tear down
the building that once housed Statis-
tical Research and an adjacent house
in order to build age-restricted con-
dominiums.

The ordinance creates an overlay
for that zone to allow for age-re-
stricted, multi unit housing. The zone
currently does not allow for housing

on the ground floor.
The planning board looked at Mas-

ter Plan and agreed to change it to
allow this project. Working with the
Town Planner, Blaise Brancheau, the
planning board has made suggestions
for the ordinance and it is now up to
the council to finalize and approve it.

Both ordinances  could potentially
be introduced on Tuesday, November
30, and passed after a public hearing

on Tuesday, December 14.
Fourth Ward Councilman

Lawrence Goldman told The Leader
that he intended to bring up the issue
of rolling back parking fees.

According to Councilman
Goldman, the fees were increased
twice in order to fund construction of
a parking deck, and without that pros-
pect on the horizon, at least one of the
fee increases should be rolled back.
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