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For many, the Thanksgiving Day
football game is the highlight of the
year. It’s still an event, a happening.
With the bonfire, the captains’
speeches, the old teammates and al-
ums returning to town, it’s more than
just a big night for business at the
Jolly Trolley.

Many years, an unbeaten season,
the sectional championship or a pos-
sible No. 1 ranking in the state hung
on the result of the WHS-PHS game.
There were years when both teams
came into the game unbeaten and, in
the good ol’ pre-playoffs days, that
made it something very special.

Having attended over 30 of these
Turkey Day games, I can tell you that
the mashed potatoes and cranberry
sauce ALWAYS tasted better after a
WHS win, and always weren’t as
good after a loss. It’s just how it is.

With next Thursday’s game at Hub
Stine Field being No. 100 in the an-
cient rivalry, here’s one person’s 10
favorite Turkey Day games (starting
with 10 and working down to No. 1):

1961 WHS 13, Plainfield 6: With
13,700 crammed into the Recreation
Field bleachers – including the special
end zone seats put up specially for this
game every other year – WHS gave
first-year coach Gary Kehler a 9-0
season. Bill Bryant’s 62-yard run
opened the scoring and, after Plainfield
got within 7-6, a Bud Mueller-to-
Dwight Winn 37-yard pass ended the
scoring before halftime. Greg Weiss
and Jim Kovacs, the all-state captains,
led the WHS defense as it held off a
late Plainfield threat.

1976 WHS 34, Plainfield 0: Frank
Kelly’s 86-yard kickoff return to start
the second half broke the game open
at Hub Stine Field. The game was
memorable because it was the first
extended action at halfback for Butch
Woolfolk (46 yards on nine carries),
who would rewrite the school record
book the following fall.

1974 WHS 31, Plainfield 9: Glen
Kehler put on a show for the 10,500
fans at Hub Stine Field in his high
school finale by scoring all 31 points
– on 1- and 35-yard runs, a 45-yard
punt return, a 95-yard kickoff return,
four PATs and a 25-yard field goal.
Jim Reid added 178 rushing yards.

1965 WHS 21, Plainfield 0: With
13,000 fans packed into Recreation
Field, WHS completed a 9-0 season,
as junior tackles Bill Backus and
Gerry Glassey shutdown the Cardi-
nals. Dick Stotler hit Mike Mangan
for a 66-yard TD and Joe Goski and
Ron Hall added touchdowns in the
third period.

1968 WHS 25, Plainfield 21: In a
wild game before 15,000 at Randolph

Road field, Plainfield seemed to have
won after a 64-yard Bill Lutz-to-Russ
Douglas pass midway through the
fourth quarter, but Westfield came
back. Bruce Otzmann ran 51 yards to
the PHS 11. Then, on a reverse, he
handed the ball to Paul Byrne who
scored with a big block from QB Pat
McCabe.

1960 WHS 13, Plainfield 7:
Sophomore Marty Howarth had two
interceptions (one ending a late
Plainfield drive), a fumble recovery
and a touchdown-saving tackle as
WHS ended an 11-year losing streak
to Plainfield, before over 10,000 fans
on Randolph Road.

1975 WHS 9, Plainfield 6: Enter-
ing the game with a 4-4 record, WHS
capped a rain-filled season with a win
in the Recreation Field mud. Trailing
6-3, captain Rick Schadle caused a
fumble and Rick Papsin recovered.
QB Dean Boylan sneaked over for
the winning score.

1978 WHS 6, Plainfield 2: This
was a classic because of the war of
words that brought about the famous
quote from PHS coach Milt
Theodosatos: “The people in
Westfield think their (feet) stinks bet-
ter than anybody else’s.” After losing
two of its first four games, WHS
rebounded to win four straight going
into the game, with wins over Union
(20-7), Elizabeth (16-6) and Montclair
(27-0). A victory over Plainfield
would give WHS wins over the four
teams that qualified ahead of them
for the sectional playoffs. With a
crowd of just under 12,000 roaring, a
Steve Bodmer-to-Jimmy Tyler pass
with nine minutes left provided the
winning points in what an Elizabeth
Daily Journal writer called “a savage
brawl.” And it proved that maybe our
(feet) did stink better.

1982 Plainfield 21, WHS 3: This
game is most memorable because it
was the final game for legendary
coach Gary Kehler. WHS alum Joe
Sullivan and I were working in Tren-
ton at the time but came up to be
there for the occasion at Hub Stine
Field, which drew over 10,000 fans.
It was Plainfield’s first win over WHS
since 1967.

1971 WHS 12, Plainfield 6: Only
a handful of games in New Jersey
were played on Thanksgiving Day,
because of rain, snow, sleet, wind and
just generally miserable conditions.
But one of them was at Recreation
Field, and “The Ice Bowl” was one
for the ages. Before a crowd of 9,000
frozen fans, the teams were tied at 6-
6 after fluky touchdowns. Tom Pfeiffer
recovered a blocked punt (by Bruce
Cant) in the end zone for a WHS

score; Plainfield scored when a punt
hike went over Al Deombeleg’s head
and a Cardinal recovered in the end
zone. Westfield won in the fourth
quarter after PHS’s Ted Slaughter
fumbled the punt hike. QB John
Brown faked a handoff and tiptoed 15
yards on a naked bootleg around left
end for the winning score.

TRIVIA QUESTION
Who was the WHS coach who re-

placed Joe Freeman in 1955? His two
WHS teams took 4-4 records into
Thanksgiving Day, and lost to
Plainfield 20-0 and 19-6. (Answer at
bottom)

TOUGH SCHEDULE
Seven of Westfield’s first eight foot-

ball opponents qualified for the play-
offs; the eighth was Old Bridge, which
was 5-3 but came up short on power
points.

THIS AND THAT
The WHS-Plainfield rivalry started

in 1900 with a 26-0 WHS win (not
1903 as has been the date used by
several newspapers). But the Thanks-
giving Day rivalry didn’t begin until
1944. The two schools actually
stopped athletic competition during
the 1941-42 season. In the 1941 game,
Plainfield coach Jack Liddy pulled
his team – featuring Taylor Redd and
future Brooklyn Dodger Joe Black –
off the field to protest the officiating
(his team was winning at the time).
Westfield’s Thanksgiving Day game
in 1939 and ’40 was Ridgewood. The
next two years it was Ferris of Jersey
City; Plainfield became the annual
Turkey Day rival in 1944, when ath-
letic events between the two schools
were renewed.

For those who doubt the impor-
tance of Thanksgiving Day rivalries,
look at Phillipsburg last year. The
Stateliners (the only team with more
wins than WHS in New Jersey) were
shockingly upset by Ridge in the
sectional playoffs. Were they down?
Well, 11 days later, against archrival
Easton on Thanksgiving Day at
Lafayette Stadium, P’burg had no
trouble handing the favored Red
Rovers their first loss. More than
one P’burg player was quoted as
saying the Easton game was bigger
than winning any state title.

TRIVIA ANSWER
Fred Bradshaw, who stepped down

as WHS coach in May 1957. He then
returned to Auburn, Ill., where his
teams went 8-1, 7-1-1, 7-1,7-2 and 8-
1 before he retired in 1961 as that
school’s all-time winningest coach.

Bruce Johnson’s Devil’s Den ap-
pears every Thursday in the Westfield
Leader. Contact him with comments
or ideas at bj1019@aol.com.

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Will 100th Meeting
Make Memories?

BLUE DEVILS TURN SEASON AROUND, FINISH 13-6-3

Warriors Defeat Blue Devils
In Soccer Section Finals, 3-0

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

For a team that got off to a 2-4-2
start, the Westfield High School girls
soccer team have had a dramatic turn-
around to reach the North Jersey, Sec-
tion 2, Group 4 finals. The 13-6-3
Blue Devils came up one game short
of claiming that title by falling to
Watchung Hills, 3-0, at Kehler Sta-

dium in Westfield on November 11.
Similar to their season, the cham-

pionship game was a tale of two
halves. Watchung Hills dominated
the first half, out-shot the Blue Dev-
ils, 6-4 and netted two of its goals.
Although the Blue Devils seized the
initiative in the second half with an 8-
4 superiority in shots on goal, the 12-
7-2 Warriors scored their third goal in

one breakaway moment.
Warrior goalie Kathryn Alario made

seven saves and Blue Devil keepers
Tara O’Donohue, who played the first
half, and Lauren Sinnenberg, who
played the second half, combined for
seven saves. Blue Devils Erin
McCarthy, Gio Palatucci, Emily
MacNeil and Andrea Hollander each
took a shot on goal in the first half.

The Blue Devils seemed to be a bit
intimidated by the Warriors’ aggres-
siveness in the first half. Within the
first five minutes, Warrior Lauren
Gordon, after a pass from teammate
Lauren Haggerty, beat O’Donohue to
the ball and ripped a shot into the
upper center of the net.

With the ball being in Blue Devil
territory most of the first half, some-

thing else had to give and it did in the
22nd minute when Deena Giusti got
the best of a scramble for the ball and
booted a right-footed shot into the
net.

“In the beginning, I think we were
a little bit afraid. They were physi-
cally bigger than us, but we were
really excited to be in the sectional
finals. We weren’t last year and we
really didn’t know what to expect,”
explained Blue Devil Head Coach
Katie Egan. “After the first half was
over, we settled down. The fans (the
Watchung Hills fans) were yelling
‘overrated,’ and for the first time ever
we weren’t overrated. We weren’t
even rated at all.”

Down, 2-0, the Blue Devils seized
the momentum in the second half.
Their best scoring opportunities came
in a barrage of booting, beginning
with Aly Ludmer’s shot into the right
post. The ball rebounded and
McCarthy, positioned five yards away,
charged the ball and slammed it into
the chest of goalie Alario. Minutes
later, Palatucci’s free kick hit the cross
bar then McCarthy’s header was de-
flected by Alario.

“I actually started cheering because
I thought one of the balls was going
in,” commented Egan. “(Alario) did a
great job. It only counts when the ball
goes across that line.”

With ten minutes remaining, for-
ward Jackie Byrnes, speeding down
the right center, eluded a Devil de-
fender, forcing Sinnenberg to come
out. Byrnes skid a slanting shot into
the far post for the score.

“I really commend our girls be-
cause they did a great job. It’s hard
adjusting to a new coach but there
was a lot of leadership out there,” said
Egan. “I couldn’t have asked for any-
thing better.”
Watchung Hills 2 1 3
Westfield 0 0 0

Lewandowski Places
Ninth in Gymnastics
Union Catholic High School gym-

nast Alyssa Lewandowski tied for
ninth place in the vault at the NJSIAA
Gymnastics Championships at
Rutgers University’s Livingston Rec-
reation Center on November 13.

Lewandowski was one of three in-
dividuals who scored a 9.425 in the
event. Elizabeth High School standout
Tiffany Lewis placed second all-
around with a total of 37.8. Lewis
placed third on the uneven bars at 9.6,
fourth in vault at 9.525, fifth on the
balance beam at 9.45 and 10th on the
floor exercises at 9.225.

JOHN H. BRADY

COLDWELL BANKER

Westfield Office          209 Central Avenue          908-233-5555

SCOTCH PLAINS, NEW JERSEY

BEAUTIFUL SPLIT LEVEL on almost a third of an acre with four
bedrooms, three and a half bathrooms, a living room with a fireplace,
a dining room with slider to a large rear deck, an eat-in kitchen, nice
family room with a bar, a slider to the patio and a powder room.  There
is a great raised deck for spring  and summer meals.  The basement has
a newer gas furnace with CAC, a water softener, a gas HWH, a work
bench and lots of storage space.  There is an oversized two car garage.
The house is located on a low traffic, dead end street.  (WSF0910)

Sales Associate
908-301-2008 (Direct Line)

johnbrady20@aol.com
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321 FAWN RIDGE DRIVE

Open House: Sunday November 21, 1-4 PM

LIST PRICE: $580,000

Kimberley Aslanian Haley
Expect More

NJAR CIRCLE OF EXCELLENCE GOLD LEVEL 2003

SOUTHSIDE CUL-DE-SAC LOCATION
Pristine and spacious Colonial home on a quiet cul-de-sac in Scotch

Plains .  Updates are numerous and include a gourmet eat-in Kitchen 

with top of the line appliances, first floor Family Room with fireplace, 

finished basement & large formal rooms underlain by newly finished 

hardwood floors. The pool and professionally landscaped, private

backyard are a must see! Offered for $899,900

UNPARALLELED SOPHISTICATION
Coupled with unparalleled architectural distinction, this exquisite 

home returns us to the Gatsby Era with a combination of

sophistication, warmth and style. Exceptionally appointed, this

incomparable 14 room Colonial, combining classic detail with

modern convenience and luxury, sits on almost an acre of one of 

Westfield’s most prestigious streets. Offered for $2,995,000

www.KimHaley.com
Direct Line 908.301.2004
KimHaley@coldwellbanker.com

Coldwell Banker
RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Business 908.233.5555
209 Central Avenue, Westfield, NJ  07090

CUSTOM GARDENS COTTAGE
This completely renovated Cottage style home is nestled in The 

Gardens section of Westfield boasting an eat-in Kitchen, Family 

Room with fireplace and formal Living Room and Dining Room. 

This fine home exemplifies quality craftsmanship and magnificent 

appointments that represent the ideal combination of classic detail 

and modern luxury. Offered for $1.5 Million

Elizabeth “Beth”
Kroncke

Sales Associate
-stated Michael Scott, Manager

Some people think just any real estate company will do.
thers expect more.O

Westfield Office

209 Central Avenue

Office: 908-233-5555 ext. 224

Cell: 908-337-5971

www.ColdwellBankerMoves.com

Coldwell Banker Mortgage: (Toll Free) 1-888-317-5416

ConciergeTM Service: 1-800-353-9949

S T A R S  O F

ExcellenceExcellence
“Beth is committed to the highest standards of professionalism, integrity

and service and is consistently a high achiever.”
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Congratulations
Kathleen Alagna
• Top Sales, Month of  October
• Westfield area Specialist
• Residential . . . Including Condos and Townhouses
• Buying, Selling or Rental

If you are interested in a complementary
market analysis or just in knowing market
trends or prices, please contact me.

Put her neighborhood knowledge and professional

expertise to work for you.

Invite Kathleen Alagna in, and she’ll bring results!

Westfield Office / 908-654-7777
185 Elm St., Westfield, NJ 07090

Weichert
Weichert

®
MEET YOUR WEICHERT, REALTORS  NEIGHBORHOOD SPECIALIST

Kathleen Alagna
of the Weichert Westfield Office

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GETTING A KICK OUT OF THE GAME…Blue Devil sophomore midfielder
Julie Shelman, No. 9, prepares to kick the ball down field against Watchung Hills.


