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YOUNG HITS 2; LEISCHNER 1, FLEISSNER 1; BELL 2 ASST

Raider Boys Bag Eagles, 4-1,
Grab 12th Sectional Crown

STEWART, DELDUCA, SHAFFER, PATELLA SCORE TDs

Blue Devils Step Up, Ground
Edison Eagle Grid Boys, 28-7

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A close showdown in a state sec-
tional final with a quality team that
had revenge on its mind never mate-
rialized as the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School soccer team easily over-
whelmed Middletown South, 4-1, in
the North Jersey, Section 2, Group 3
championship game before a crowd
of 600 in Scotch Plains on November

13. The victory earned the Raiders
their 12th sectional title.

Raider goalkeeper Bryan Meridith
halted three shots and allowed one
goal on a breakaway then had very
little to do in the second half. Out-
standing hustle and finishing off the
opportunities on the part of the Raid-
ers, who out-shot the Eagles 13-6,
separated the two teams. Forward
Sean Young led the Raider assault

with two goals and defender Greg
Leischner and midfielder Matt
Fleissner added one each. Junior Jeff
Bell assisted on two goals.

“There haven’t been too many of
those ever captured here, but that was
the 12th,” said jubilant Raider Head
Coach Tom Breznitsky. “I think it
was especially rewarding that it was
Middletown South again. Maybe the
thought was that last year was a little
bit of a fluke with the shootout on a
penalty kick at the end. They did a
great job and I could not ask anything
more from these kids. The field was a
little tough but we got the early one,
which really was something that we
needed. A little mix-up, a little con-
troversy equalized it. The kids did a
great job keeping their composure
and we came back.”

The Raider offense was especially
formidable in the first half where the
Eagle goal area experienced a con-
stant shelling. With five minutes off
the clock, Bell launched a long throw
into a melee in front of the net of the
goalmouth where Leischner got off a
shot that found the net. Eagle Tony
DiMaria headed in the equalizer when
Mike Sica captured the ball around
the 18 and one-touched it to DiMaria
with 22:13 remaining in the half.

The Raiders made it 2-1 when Bell
redirected Billy Albizati’s corner kick

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

“In winning, it’s not whether you
get knocked down, it’s whether you
get back up!” That statement uttered
by Green Bay Packers Head Coach
Vince Lombardi many decades ago
proved to be true when the Westfield
High School football boys, who had
been knocked down so many times in
previous games this season, got back
up and grounded the Eagles of Edison,
28-7, in a consolation game at Gary
Kehler Stadium in Westfield on No-
vember 13.

The victory set up an opportunity
for the 1-8 Blue Devils to ground two
birds in a row and finish their season
on a winning note with a win over the
Plainfield Cardinals in the 100th
meeting between the two foes at 11
a.m. on Thanksgiving Day at Hub
Stine Field in Plainfield.

The good news was that the Blue
Devils, led by linebacker Marc
Dowling and Mike Finne, who had a
quarterback sack that led to an inten-
tional grounding call, limited the 0-9
Eagles to 55 total yards in the first
half and only seven yards in the third
quarter. More good news came with

respective Blue Devil scoring drives
of 32, 73, 23 and 55 yards. Unfortu-
nately, the bad news came when Blue
Devil cornerback Tom DelDuca sus-
tained a dislocated shoulder in the
fourth quarter after being the victim
of a cheap shot, late hit after the
whistle. The Eagles were penalized
10 times for 75 yards, two for un-
sportsmanlike behavior.

Fullback Rich Stewart led the Blue
Devils’ 172 ground yardage effort
with 11 carries for 77 yards, includ-
ing the game’s first touchdown on a
13-yard battering run with 8:55 left in
the first quarter. That touchdown was

set up by cornerback Kyle Clarke’s
interception at the Eagle 32-yard line.

“Going into this game, we knew
we had a good chance of winning. I
figured that if I ran hard and hit the
right holes, we would do alright,”
said Stewart who looked forward to
the upcoming Plainfield game. “We
know it’s a big game. It’s our last
game. Some of us will never be play-
ing again. We are going to really work
hard and try to pull it out.”

The Blue Devils’ second touch-
down came with 10:24 remaining in
the half when running back Andrew

STRONG GETS 3 TDs, RUNS 132 YDS; WEBER GETS 3 INTs

Raiders, ‘Wild Dogs’ Silence
Blue Streaks, 21-0, in Playoff

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Mediocrity was not in the seventh-
seeded Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School football boy’s vocabulary in
the North Jersey, Section 2 Group 3
quarterfinals in Washington on No-
vember 13. After a disappointing de-
feat to Union on November 5, the
Raiders’ offense and the stubborn
“Wild Dogs” defense emerged on both
sides of the ball to silence second-
seeded Warren Hills, 21-0.

The 5-4 Raiders dominated with the
strength of junior halfback Rashawn
Strong and the “Wild Dog” defense
that limited the 7-3 Blue Streaks to 18
rushing yards and 107 total passing
yards. The Raiders totaled 219 yards
rushing and quarterback Dan LaForge
completed two of five passes for 28
yards and rushed for 18 yards.

Strong chewed up 132 rushing
yards, including three scores that in-
cluded touchdown runs of seven
yards, two yards and eight yards.
Fullback Anthony Curry rumbled 27
yards on two carries, Nick Giannaci
had 26 yards on four carries and half-
back Lakiem Lockery charged 14
yards on three carries before being
sidelined with an injury.

Cornerback Colin Weber snagged
three interceptions and “Wild Dogs”
center Kevin Urban had four tackles
before being sidelined with an ankle
injury.

“In the second half of the Union

game, we came out with sheer deter-
mination and we carried that into this
game,” noted Urban. “Everyone on
both sides of the ball stepped it up
making plays happen. We played as a
team the way we can.”

Lineman Marc Fabiano nailed the
Blue Streaks with five crunchers, in-
cluding a sack. Linebacker Mike
DeNizo added five tackles while
LeRoy Anglin and Justis Evans effec-
tively plugged up the holes.

“We talked about being the best you
are and good things will happen. I told
them I wanted them to play as good as
you can play, not about winning but
being in the game and then we’ll see
what happens. Tonight they came out,
played hard and when they do that,
we’ll give you a game,” said Raider
Head Coach Steve Ciccotelli. “You
have to win the battles up front and I
thought the offensive line did that.”
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Golf School Packages In Florida

For More Information, Please call Michael Kierner,
Head Teaching Professional at Shackamaxon Golf & Country Club

A Great Idea For Couples, A Group of Friends or as a Gift.

Custom Packages Could Include:
Playing Lessons

Four Hours Of Instruction with
Video and Computer Analysis

Hotel Reservations
Rental Car and All Tee Times Reserved

908-233-3989

Make

Your Own

Packages

Michael Kierner

PGA Professional

Call or Register On-Line Today! ....
Copper Springs

Winter Tennis 2005
230 New Vernon Road • Meyersville / Gillette,  NJ 07933

(908) 647-0673
www.coppersprings.net

WINTER INDOOR
T E N N I S  2 0 0 5

COPPER SPRINGS

WELCOMES ...

Danny Omaboe to
 our p

rofess
ional

ten
nis s

taff
  beginning Novem

ber 2
9th

Copper Springs Indoor Tennis Facility
is under new and dynamic management.

Our updated facility features newly resurfaced tennis courts, updated locker rooms and pleasant climate control.

Danny Omaboe Accomplishments
Include:

• All American Inter-collegiate Tennis Assoc. 1994 & 1995
• Men’s Singles Title Inter-collegiate 1994 & 1995

• Davis Cup 1992-1997 Ghana-Monaco
• Rolex Open winner 1994 & 1995

• Certified USPTR coach
• Director of the NY Junior Tennis League

Winter Tennis Clinics
• 7 Days a Week
• All Ages, All Levels
• Top Tennis Pros Instruct all Clinics
• Develop & Enhance your game
• Sign Up Now

Adult Contract Time
Prime Time Weekend Space Available

Located just
11 miles from

downtown
Westfield

Offices Serving Northern and Central New Jersey  -  An Independently Owned & Operated Member of The Prudential Real Estate Affiliates, Inc.Offices Serving Northern and Central New Jersey  -  An Independently Owned & Operated Member of The Prudential Real Estate Affiliates, Inc.
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Westfield

 

Beautiful location! Move-in Condition! Wonderful nine room Custom Cape Cod in most 
desirable "Brightwood" section features living room with fireplace, formal dining room, eat-
in kitchen, library/family room addition with fireplace, four bedrooms, two baths, plus
finished basement playroom/wine cellar.

 Attractively priced at $774,500

Westfield

Westfield
Fabulous Value! Delightful eight room Colonial features generous rooms including formal 
living room and dining room, eat-in kitchen, adjoining family room, four bedrooms and two 
and one-half baths. Finished basement; 2-car attached garage; convenient location. 

Priced at $635,000

Westfield

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SILENCING THE BLUE STREAKS…Junior running back Rashawn Strong,
No. 2, behind a great push of “Wild Dog” senior captain Marc Fabiano, No. 78,
and the entire offensive line scored three TD’s.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GANG TACKLING TO GROUND THE EAGLES…A mass of Blue Devils smother an Edison Eagle running back in the
consolation game on November 13. The Blue Devils defeated Edison, 28-7.

Fred K. Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FORMIDABLE RAIDER ATTACK…Sean Young, left, scored goals three and
four in a game for the Group 3 sectional championship. Sc. Plns.-Fanwood rolled
to a rewarding, 4-1 victory against Middletown South.


