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Mount St. Mary Academy
Students to Help Troops

SENDING THEIR LOVE…Mount Saint Mary Academy students are sending
care packages to a unit of 160 stationed in the Persian Gulf. Pictured, left to right,
are: Kayla Flynn of South Orange, Mary Jo Skutnik of Fanwood, Lissette Casa
of Somerset, Dana Cranden of Whitehouse Station and Mary Bash of Westfield.

WATCHUNG – Students from
Mount Saint Mary Academy in
Watchung are sorting and packing
toiletries and games for troops sta-
tioned in the Persian Gulf.

Yvonne Salavarrietta Zirrith of
Mount Saint Mary Academy’s Class
of 1990 contacted the school and re-
quested holiday decorations for her
unit of 160 troops stationed overseas.

The Senior Service Leadership
Team and their moderators decided
to make two shipments to Yvonne
and her colleagues.

This week, toiletries and games do-
nated by the students, staff and faculty
will be shipped, along with Thanksgiv-
ing notes and cards written by students.

Mary Jo Skutnik, a religion teacher
and moderator at Mount Saint Mary
Academy, said, “Compassion and ser-
vice are values we teach and live.
Yvonne reached out to us and we are
happy to support her and our troops.
We hope to soften the impact of their
spending the holidays so far away
from home.”

Mrs. Skutnik added, “We also want
our troops to know we personally
care about them and remember them
with notes and gifts and prayer.”

The Christmas shipment will in-
clude small Christmas trees, lights,
electrical adapters, homemade orna-
ments, and cards and notes from stu-
dents and staff members.

Westfield Native Erin Vogel
Garners Doctoral Degree

WESTFIELD – Former Westfield
resident Erin Vogel recently received
her Doctoral Degree in Ecology and
Evolution from The State University
of New York at Stony Brook.

Dr. Vogel, a 1991 graduate of
Westfield High School, is currently a
postdoctoral fellow at the University
of California, Santa Cruz, where she
is studying proximate mechanisms of
diet selection and food competition
in non-human primates.

She received her doctoral degree

after spending three years studying
the behavioral ecology of white-faced
capuchin monkeys in Costa Rica.

Dr. Vogel has presented the results
of her findings at conferences world-
wide, including Germany, Canada,
Mexico, Costa Rica, Italy and the
United States.

Her work has been published in
various scientific journals. She gradu-
ated from Colby College in Lewiston,
Me. in 1995 with a bachelor’s degree
in biological sciences.

TREATING OTHERS...The School One Service (S.O.S.) Parent-Teacher Asso-
ciation Committee recently sponsored a “Halloween Treat Bag Project.” The
students at the Scotch Plains elementary school decorated brown bags and filled
them with treats. The bags were distributed to Hearts for Humanity, Union
County Welfare, the NIA Community Habitat of South Plainfield, and the
Interfaith Council for the Homeless. Pictured, left to right, are: kneeling, Kiera
Jacob, Caroline Ross; middle row, Annie Pierce, Hailey Monahan, Luke Horgan;
and back row, Brendan Pierce, Owen Monahan, Hannah Greaney.

Six WHS National Merit
Semi-Finalists Revealed

WESTFIELD – Six Westfield High
School (WHS) seniors, Jake
Brandman, Christina Cordeiro, Gilad
Edelman, David Reinhardt, Ashvin
Vijayakumar and Qiaozi Yang, are
among the more than 16,000 academi-
cally talented high school seniors in
the United States who recently quali-
fied as semifinalists in the National
Merit Scholarship Program.

“Westfield High School students
have consistently attained impressive
scores in the National Merit Scholar-
ship Program,” commented WHS
Principal Dr. Robert Petix.

“We are delighted to hear the good
news that six members of our senior
class attained the prestigious semifi-
nalist rank,” he added.

WHS’s distinguished National
Merit semifinalists attained their sta-
tus in the highly competitive scholar-
ship program by achieving high scores
during their junior year at WHS on
the Preliminary SAT/National Merit
Scholarship Qualifying Test. As high
scorers in the state on that test, the six
semifinalists, together with other
semifinalists in the state, represent
less than 1 percent of New Jersey’s
entire 2005 graduating class.

In addition to demonstrating academic
excellence in their classes at WHS and
achieving top-ranking status as the Na-
tional Merit Scholars, all six WHS Semi-
finalists are also actively involved in a
number of activities in the high school,
the community and beyond.

Jake, whose own original play Re-
vision won first place at the Union
County Young Playwright’s Compe-
tition, has also studied at Johns
Hopkins University’s Center for Tal-
ented Youth, the Tisch School of the
Arts Summer Program, Columbia’s
High School Summer Program, and
the Washington Workshop Founda-
tion Program at Trinity College.

Leslee Scheckman, Jake’s guidance
counselor, described him as “a posi-
tive force in WHS whose enthusiasm
and desire to get involved will serve
as an asset for him as he enters his
college years.”

“The list of Kathy Yang’s accom-
plishments is impressive,” commented
Judy Glasser in reflecting upon her
counselee’s designation as a National
Merit semifinalist. “She tackles all
learning experiences energetically
because she is an active learner.”

Born in China, Kathy has repre-
sented WHS at the “Anytown, USA
Conference,” is a founding member
of a string quartet and serves as the
Vice-President of the Asian Aware-
ness Club. She has also worked inde-
pendently on a cancer research
project, the findings of which she
presented to the Genetics Department
at Rutgers University.

Ashvin, also a counselee of Ms.
Glasser, was described by his counse-
lor as a leader who possesses “the
intellect, personal and social skills and
motivation to succeed at any college.”

Ashvin, whose education includes
schooling in Saudi Arabia, India and
Canada, is a member of the Future
Business Leaders of America, an ac-
tive member of the YMCA Leaders

Club and the Fed Challenge captain
who led the WHS last year to the New
York District Semi-Finals.

“Ashvin’s motivation,” added Ms.
Glasser, “will lead him to excelling in
his collegiate days ahead.”

Dr. James Moriarty described his
counselee, David Reinhardt, as “a di-
versified and involved young adult
who is active in our school and local
community.”

Particularly interested in the study
of world languages, especially Ger-
man and Spanish, David recently trav-
eled with his church youth group to
Mexico, where they built houses.

“Music is David’s passion,” added
Dr. Moriarty. A skilled classical and
jazz trumpet player, David is a mem-
ber of the WHS Wind Ensemble, who
has also played in the New Jersey
Youth Symphony and the New Jersey
All-State High School Band.

Like her colleague Ms. Glasser,
guidance counselor Liz McDermott
was delighted that two of her
counselees, Christina and Gilad, were
named semifinalists.

“Since the first time I met Christina
four years ago,” recalled Ms.
McDermott, “she has spoken pas-
sionately about her goal to study
medicine.”

Since that time, Christina has pur-
sued her goal through her studies at
WHS and also by working as a research
assistant at Memorial Sloan-Kettering
Cancer Center. She was nominated to
attend the National Youth Leadership
Forum on Medicine in Boston and also
attended the Summer 2004 Governor’s
School in Science.

In describing Gilad, Ms.
McDermott stated, “Gilad has a flair
for languages. He taught himself
Spanish before entering high school
and speaks French fluently as well.”

Gilad, who placed first in the National
French Exam during his junior year and
serves as Op-Ed Editor for the WHS
weekly newspaper, Hi’s Eye, was re-
cently named by the National Council of
Teachers of English as a recipient of the
2004 Achievement Award in Writing.

As semifinalists, Westfield’s top
scoring seniors will now advance to
the finalist level and compete for
scholarships by maintaining an out-
standing academic record and com-
pleting a scholarship application pack-
age. Every finalist will be considered
for a scholarship awarded by the Na-
tional Merit Scholarship Corporation.

Dr. Petix commented, “The excep-
tional achievement of our six Na-
tional Merit semifinalists is a tribute
to their capacity for rigorous schol-
arly commitment, contribution and
accomplishment.”

After presenting each semifinalist
with a Certificate of Achievement,
Dr. Petix added, “We commend our
semifinalists for the excellence of
their efforts and wish them our best in
the finalist level of competition.”

Amelia McTamaney Named
Chair of Board of Trustees

WATCHUNG — Mount Saint Mary
Academy in Watchung has announced
that Amelia Alonso McTamaney of
Scotch Plains has been elected Chair
of the Board of Trust-
ees at its October meet-
ing. It is the first time
an alumna has served
in this position.

Ms. McTamaney
said, “I am thrilled to
be the first alumna to
serve as the Board’s
Chair. It is with great
honor that I assume
the duties of the
chair...serving on the
board of any institu-
tion brings with it the
opportunity to share in that program’s
success. My responsibilities are far
overshadowed by my excitement in
singing the praises of this community.”

A graduate of Georgian Court Uni-
versity, Ms. McTamaney taught school

before becoming the Head of School
for Christopher Academy in Westfield
and Scotch Plains nearly 30 years ago.

She is also a graduated of the
Montessori Nicholas
College, London, En-
gland. She is a certified
Early Child and El-
ementary teacher in
New Jersey and
Montessori Teacher.

Ms. McTamaney
also serves on the Board
of the National Center
for Montessori Educa-
tion; she is Past Present
and Board member of
the International Asso-
ciation of Montessori

Educators and the Montessori Accredi-
tation Council for Teacher Education.

She is a founding member and Past
Officer of the New Jersey Montessori
Administrator’s Council and frequent
presenter at Montessori conferences.

Amelia Alonso McTamaney

520 South Avenue 
Westfield, NJ 07090

908.301.0800 

44 Elm Street
Westfield, NJ 07090

908.518.9333

www.townbank.com

I N S U R E D

*APY = Annual Percentage Yield. $1,000.00 minimum to open. Substantial penalty for
early withdrawal. Offer for a limited time only and subject to change without notice.

“Over the Top”
CD Rates!

2 %
APY.75

Ask us about our other
great CD rates and terms.

Check out our 18-month CD

Hurry–
Limited Time Only!

*

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

Weight-Loss

96% success-rate.  AMA approved.
2 or 3 private private private private private office visits are needed.

This is not not not not not a diet.

Dr. Ronald J. Glassman, Ph.D., M.P.H.
Board Certified / Registered / Insured

Columbia University Affiliated

“There’s a reason Dr G.

has one of the busiest

clinical hypnosis specialty

practices in the nation.”

Mountainside Office     908-301-0039
www.MedicalHypnosis.info

and weight maintenance via

Clinical Hypnosis

- USA Synicated News Radio

I also use clinical hypnosis for anxiety,
substance, bulimia, fears, and pain.
All techniques are AMA-approved.

Wesley Hall Nursery School
1 East Broad St., Westfield

Morning & Afternoon Sessions for Ages 21/2 to 4+.
Team Teaching by Experienced Teachers.
Spacious Indoor & Outdoor Play Areas.
Lunch & Enrichment Classes Available.

We are entering our 53rd year of providing
quality programming for the pre-school child!

(908) 233 - 9570

Call Mon. - Fri. Between
9 - 2 to Schedule a Tour

of  our Facility.

Open Registration
Begins Feb. 7, 2005.

GRAND
OPENING

$7.95 - KIDS / SENIORS

RT.22 WEST - SCOTCH PLAINS
(NEAR J&J BILLIARDS & McDONALDS)

895$

GUYS- How about

a little trimming

before Turkey Day?

MEN’S
HAIRCUT
SPECIAL

ENTER TO WIN TICKETS -
NJ NETS VS. NY KNICKS

908-322-HAIR (4247)  •  OPEN 7 DAYS


