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Acknowledging God’s Blessings
Brings Joy to the Holidays

Presbyterian Church Plans
Tree Lighting, Live Nativity

WELCOME ADVENT…Steve and Lisa Colao, pictured with their children, Sam
and Abigail, will light the tree during the annual ceremony on the front lawn of
The Presbyterian Church in Westfield on Sunday, November 28, at 7 p.m.
Members of the public are invited to attend the evening’s festivities, as well as a
Live Nativity program that will take place on the church lawn the following
Sunday, December 5, from 5 to 7 p.m.

Wisdom’s Light to Focus
On God and the Internet

By REVEREND KEVIN BRENNAN

It’s hard to believe that Thanksgiv-
ing is upon us. Is it really time to
begin thinking about Christmas pre-
sents and decorations? Didn’t we just
do this?

Maybe we should try to do things a
little differently this year. In the com-
ing weeks, as you pull out each orna-
ment, it might be a good idea to think
of a way that God has blest you. I read
about a man named Christopher who
will be doing just that.

It was 20 years ago, when he was
24 years old, that Christopher thought
he had destroyed the joy of Christmas
for his family forever. Christmas had
always been huge in Christopher’s
house. His Victorian home in New
York had high cathedral ceilings. Each
year, the family would look for the
tallest tree they could find, usually a
14-foot noble fir.

They needed a tree that large to
hold the over 2,000 ornaments his
family had collected down through
the generations. These were no ordi-
nary ornaments, but were family trea-
sures — intricate one of a kind, hand-
blown ornaments designed by crafts-
men in Poland, where his family was
from. There were stars and comets,
kites and hot air balloons, candy canes
and icicles, a manger and a flurry of
angels.

Christopher’s grandmother,
Veronica, was the first member of his
family to come to America, and she
carefully packed and wrapped each
of the 2,000 ornaments in order to
bring her family’s Christmas treasure
with her. As a boy, Christopher was
not permitted to touch the tree for fear
that he might accidentally break one
of the ornaments. So he would lie on
his back under the 14-foot tree and
look up at its enormity and beauty.
Once Christopher grew up he was
allowed to decorate the tree and handle
the precious ornaments.

When Christopher graduated from
Columbia University with an English
degree, the best job he could get was
in the mailroom of a talent agency.
After a couple of years in the
mailroom, making a paltry salary, he
felt like he was going nowhere fast;
he felt worthless, helpless, but he was
about to feel a lot worse.

In December of 1984, he was help-
ing his family put up their tree. He
noticed that their old cast-iron tree
stand was covered with so much tree
sap and grime it was impossible to
clean. He thought it was time for him
to finally make a contribution to his
family’s Christmas tradition, so he
went out and used his paycheck from
the mailroom to buy a new stainless
steel tree stand. He proudly installed
it, and joined the family in decorating
the tree.

Grandma Veronica was with them
that year. It seemed like she had a
story for each ornament they hung.
When they were all finished, Christo-
pher was vacuuming the floor when
he heard a terrible crash above the
noise of the vacuum. It was the tree. It
had crashed to the ground, destroying
most of the 2,000 ornaments. Thou-
sands of glass fragments glittered all

over the carpet.
In a moment, the rest of the family

rushed into the living room — includ-
ing Christopher’s grandmother
Veronica…sobbing. Christopher had
improperly installed one of the legs
on the tree stand, causing it to fall. He
could not bear to look into his
Grandma’s eyes.

They reinstalled the old cast iron
tree stand, tied the tree to the wall
with rope, and hung some dried flow-
ers along with the few surviving glass
ornaments. With one huge mistake,
he felt he had destroyed Christmas
forever.

Christopher went into a depression
over what had happened. He prayed
every day for God to show him how
he could ever make up for destroying
Christmas. He went to Christmas
shops all over New York, only to find
mass-produced ornaments made out
of plastic or cheap metal.

A cousin who felt bad for him in-
vited him to come back to Poland for
a vacation at Easter time. While he
was there, he met his cousin’s friend
in a small garage workshop. This
man made hand-blown glass for labo-
ratories. Like a bolt from heaven
Christopher realized that God had
heard his prayers.

He drew by hand several of his
grandmother’s ornaments and asked
if his cousin’s friend could make them.
Christopher was shocked when he
arrived back at the shop a couple of
days later. They were perfect. Ex-
actly like his grandmother’s orna-
ments.

Christopher returned home with a
box of 18 delicate, hand-blown glass
ornaments. He brought some to work
to show them off and his co-workers
went wild. They were willing to pay
any price for them.

Christopher arranged for more to
be made back in Poland. He started
bringing them around to stores, and
the orders came pouring in. He quit
his job in the mailroom and distrib-
uted his ornaments full time. Christo-
pher quickly replaced each of his
grandmother’s destroyed ornaments.

Now, 20 years later, Christopher
Radko has more than 3,000 people
working in cottage factories in Po-
land, Germany, Italy and the Czech
Republic. He now has over 7,000
designs that are sold through 3,000
different stores and outlets, including
Bloomingdales, Nieman Marcus,
Marshall Fields and Saks Fifth Av-
enue.

Because he recognizes how each
ornament represents the blessings of
God, Christopher Radko has donated
over $3 million to 20 different orga-
nizations dedicated to bringing joy to
needy people. Christopher thought
he had destroyed Christmas, but in-
stead he learned the truth behind what
Christmas means.

We have a God who hears our cries,
and sends an answer to bring us true
joy in our darkest moments.

* * * * * * *
Reverend Brennan serves as Pas-

tor of the Evangel Church, located at
1251 Terrill Road in Scotch Plains.

WESTFIELD — Members of the
community are invited to attend the
annual tree lighting ceremony on the
front lawn of The Presbyterian
Church in Westfield on Sunday, No-
vember 28, at 7 p.m.

This year, Steve and Lisa Colao,
with their children, Sam and Abigail,
will light the tree and join in the
carol sing led by a brass ensemble.
Refreshments will follow in Assem-
bly Hall.

The tree lighting is just the first of
a series of upcoming events celebrat-
ing the advent season. On Sunday,
December 5, from 5 to 7 p.m., the
public also is invited to the Live

Nativity on the church lawn.
This reenactment of the Christ-

mas story will feature live animals,
an angel chorus and refreshments
served in Westminster Hall.

The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield is located at 140 Mountain
Avenue, at the corner of East Broad
Street.

For more information about these
events, please call the church office
at (908) 233-0301.

WESTFIELD – A discussion of
whether God speaks to people
through the Internet will be pre-
sented on Tuesday, November 30,
at 7:30 p.m. in the Coe Fellowship
Room of the First Congregational
Church of Westfield.

Members of the public are in-
vited to attend the session, a project
of the Wisdom’s Light ministry.
The Reverend John A. Mills, Di-
rector of the ministry, will be the
facilitator.

Participants will have an oppor-
tunity to review the depth of the
Internet and discuss questions such

as whether God is using this tool to
speak about stewardship and relat-
ing to one another, and what God
may expect of the world in this new
environment.

Persons of all faiths are welcome,
as well as those who do not practice
a faith. Attendees will be encour-
aged to raise issues and questions.
The First Congregational Church is
located at 125 Elmer Street, and
may be reached at (908) 233 2494.

Individuals are also encouraged
to e-mail the Wisdom’s Light min-
istry at wislit@worldnet.att.net
with questions, concerns and ideas.

520 South Avenue 
Westfield, NJ 07090

908.301.0800 

44 Elm Street
Westfield, NJ 07090

908.518.9333

www.townbank.com I N S U R E D

• FREE unlimited checkwriting and transactions
• FREE Visa® Check Card™
• FREE Telephone Banking
• FREE first order of basic checks
• FREE of monthly service charge if daily balance of

$1,000 or higher is maintained

Hurry! Open your account today
and receive a $25 Westfield Gift Coin
redeemable at participating businesses

in downtown Westfield!**

*APY = Annual Percentage Yield. Balances of less than $25,000 earn .50% APY. Rates subject
to change based on market conditions and without notice. Minimum balance to open is $25,000.
If account is closed prior to 1 year, a $25.00 service fee is assessed. If balance is below $1,000,
there is a $10 monthly service fee and no interest is earned. Offer applies only to new accounts,
new money, and funds may not be transferred from an existing Town Bank account.

**Gift coins available only while supplies last. Offer may be withdrawn without notice.
Tax liability is responsibility of the account holder.

You Will Notice the Difference …
Town Super Checking!

on balances of $25,000 or more.

2.02%
Rate guaranteed until May 1, 2005. 
Applies to new accounts only.

APY*

THERE’S SOMETHING
BEAUTIFUL
ABOUT A HEALTHY SMILE.
If you have teeth that are worn, chipped or missing,
they can cause problems in both your bite and your
appearance. Fortunately, Dr. Kenneth W. Arida can
skillfully restore your smile in just two to four office
visits with a complete smile makeover. As a graduate
of the world-renowned L.D. Pankey Institute for
Advanced Dental Education, he is uniquely qualified
to provide your cosmetic and restorative dental needs.

COMPLIMENTARY SMILE
MAKEOVER DISCUSSION!
Learn how Dr. Arida can create the healthy,
beautiful smile you’ve always wanted in just two
to four office visits. X-rays not included. Please
present this advertisement.

CALL (908) 654-6262 TODAY.

WHERE PERSONALIZED CARE 
& HEALTHY, BEAUTIFUL SMILES MEET

Offer valid with this ad.

131 SOUTH EUCLID AVENUE • WESTFIELD • WWW.DRARIDA.COM
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FREE PARKING • MAJOR CREDIT CARDS WELCOME • FLEXIBLE PAYMENT PLANS, INCLUDING CARECREDIT®

PRESIDENTIAL PE N
Exceptional gifts to 

inspire and delight that special
someone this holiday season...

112 Central Avenue, Westfield
Call 908-317-9600
www.presidentialpen.com
Hours: Mon-Sat 10-5:30; Thurs ‘til 8

“For ttoday

and aal l  ii ts

blessings, 

I  oowe tthe

world aan

attitude 

of  

gratitude.”

Clarence EE.

Hodges

Waterman EExpert II I
Gift  SSet
With deep-tone lacquered

finish, beveled cap, and

contemporary double-ring

chrome accents, this

ballpoint pen  is the height

of stylish

professionalism.... and an

exceptional value with free

matching mechanical pencil.

Available in a variety of

colors and finishes...$75

NO W THROUGH NOVEMBER 3 0
Free eembossing oor eengraving 

of yyour ppurchase —— ffine wwrit ing
instruments, lleather ggoods, 

desktop aaccessories, aand mmuch mmore!

Offering FFine PProducts FFrom:
Jack Georges • Mont Blanc • Cross 

Omas • Bosca • S.T. Dupont
Pelikan • Visconti • Aurora

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law

including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,

child support, division of assets, palimony,

premarital agreements, domestic partnerships,

restraining orders, post-divorce motions due to

changed financial circumstances, residence

removal from New Jersey, visitation

modifications and transfers of custody.

340 North Avenue      Cranford, New Jersey 07016

MARIO C. GURRIERI, ESQ.
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI, HEWIT & PALATUCCI

908-272-0200
www.dhplaw.net

For More Information:

32 years of continuous practice in Family Law

Union County Early Settlement Arbitration

Panelist 25 years

Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian

Accredited Mediator

Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely,

Williams & Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”

Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer

FFFFFAAAAAMILMILMILMILMILY LY LY LY LY LAAAAAWWWWW
· Divorce · Domestic Violence

· Custody · Child Support

· · · · · DWDWDWDWDWI · Criminal DefenseI · Criminal DefenseI · Criminal DefenseI · Criminal DefenseI · Criminal Defense
· · · · · BusineBusineBusineBusineBusinessssss Disputes Disputes Disputes Disputes Disputes s s s s · · · · · CommerCommerCommerCommerCommercial Litigcial Litigcial Litigcial Litigcial Litigaaaaationtiontiontiontion
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rjk722@aol.com richardjkaplow.com

24 Hours · 53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

Our winter session

begins January 3rd and

runs through April 2nd

TumbleJam offers a series of classes combining music and movement
to stimulate your child’s creative, physical, and social development.

• 45-minute weekly child/parent classes • Instruments played in every class
• Open Play – drop in and play each afternoon! • Personalized birthday parties

• Ages 6 months – 5 years (classes grouped by age)

WE PRO-RATE OUR FEES
SO IT’S NEVER TOO LATE TO REGISTER!!!

405 Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, NJ
908-322-TJAM(8526)  www.tumblejam.com

Christmas Boutique to Open
At Thrift Shop November 30
SCOTCH PLAINS — The annual

Christmas Boutique will open on
Tuesday, November 30, at the
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Service
League’s Thrift Shop, located at 1730
East Second Street in Scotch Plains.

Brand new items, including holiday
decorations, toys, bric-a-brac and cloth-
ing, will be on sale. The sale will con-
tinue throughout December, with stock
replenished daily until supplies run out.

A Christmas drawing will be held
on Tuesday, December 14. Individu-
als are invited to visit the shop, see the
prizes and enter their names. Winners
need not be present.

A three-storied Victorian dollhouse,
with a wrap-around porch and com-
plete furnishings, will be offered as a
holiday prize to the winner of an
essay contest.

The contest, for children only, will

consist of a written essay of 50 words
or less on the subject “I would love to
win this dollhouse because…” For
details on the contest, please visit the
shop or call the dollhouse chairwoman,
Susan Citrano, at (908) 322-8496.

Entries must be submitted by Sat-
urday, December 18, and the winner
will be selected the following week.
The winning entrant must be avail-
able for publicity photographs.

Store hours are Tuesday through
Thursday, 10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m., and
Friday and Saturday, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Donations are accepted during regu-
lar shop hours. All Thrift Shop profits
benefit local charities.

The Thrift Shop will close after 1
p.m. on December 18 for the remainder
of 2004. It will reopen on Wednesday,
January 4, 2005. For more information,
please call the shop at (908) 322-5420.

St. John’s to Salute
‘Family and Friends’
SCOTCH PLAINS – On Sun-

day, November 21, St. John’s Bap-
tist Church, located at 2387 Morse
Avenue in Scotch Plains, will hold
its annual “Family and Friends
Day” as part of the 10 a.m. service.

Members of the community are
invited to attend this service, and
the person who brings the most
family members and friends will
be awarded a special plaque. For
more information, please call (908)
232-6972.

Parents’ Guild Posts
Date For Craft Fair

CLARK – On Saturday, Decem-
ber 4, the Parents’ Guild of Mother
Seton Regional High School, lo-
cated on Valley Road in Clark, will
sponsor a craft fair from 9 a.m. to 4
p.m. at the school. Admission will
be free.


