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Rates to be
thankful for...

490 Boulevard • Kenilworth, NJ 07033

908-653-1800

9 Month CD • $1,000 Minimum

2.63%
APY*

Open or renew an Enterprise Bank CD and you’ll not only earn this guaranteed top rate yield in just 9 months, but you’ll rest
easy knowing your money is insured up to $100,000 by the FDIC. Interest paid on individual and business CDs from day
of deposit to maturity. Minimum opening deposit must be maintained for the full 9-month term. Penalty for early 
withdrawal. *Annual percentage yield (APY) reflects principal and interest on deposit for a full year. Limited time offer, may
be withdrawn at any time. Call for complete details.

2.60%

MEMBER FDIC

Thanksgiving Feast Coupon

INTEREST 
RATE

Open your account by Thanksgiving with this coupon 
and we’ll give you a $10 Gift Certificate redeemable 

at any A&P Supermarket

Northside Trattoria

Now Taking Orders
All orders must be received by 12:00 p.m. - Tuesday, November 23rd.

(908) 232-7320
Northside Trattoria

16 Prospect Street, Westfield, New Jersey

Thanksgiving Menu
Make it a true holiday,

leave the cooking to us...

OWEN BRAND

Residential - Construction
Commercial - Bridge Loans

Local: (908) 789-2730
Toll Free: (888) 256-4447 ext. 26

Your Home-Town
MORTGAGE BANKER

ISB MORTGAGE CO., LLC

Licensed Mortgage Bankers - NJ Dept. of Banking
Equal Housing Lender

obrand@isbmortgageco.com

Letters to the Editor
Let Us Give Thanks For Our Blessings
By Helping Less Fortunate Neighbors

Thanksgiving is a distinctively Ameri-
can holiday, set aside for giving thanks
for the blessings of health, food, shelter,
family, friends and community.

During the Thanksgiving season, many
Westfielders, who recognize how much
they have to be grateful for, say “thank
you” by giving to the United Way of
Westfield, which helps maintain the qual-
ity of life for all in our community.

We are grateful to all who have gener-
ously responded to the 2004 United Way
campaign, and we urge all who have not
yet sent in a pledge card to do so now, as
a sign of “thanks-giving.”

By sharing their blessings, Westfielders
can extend the spirit of Thanksgiving
throughout the coming year. A past edi-
tion of the Friendly Place, a newsletter
for Westfield Community Center senior
citizens (one of the 20 member agencies
supported by our United Way), contained
the following inspirational message,
which we would like to share again this
year:

“Be Thankful even though I clutch my
blanket and growl when the alarm rings
each morning, thank you, Lord, that I can
hear. There are those who are deaf.

Even though I keep my eyes tightly

closed against the morning light as long
as possible, thank you, Lord, that I can
see. There are many who are blind.

Even though I huddle in my bed and
put off the effort of rising, thank you,
Lord, that I have the strength to rise.
There are many who are bed-ridden.

Even though the first hour of my day is
hectic, when socks are lost, toast is burned,
tempers are short, thank you, Lord, for
my family. There are many who are lonely.

Even though our breakfast table never
looks like the pictures in the magazines,
and the menu is at times unbalanced,
thank you, Lord, for the food we have.
There are many who are hungry.

Even though the routine of my job is
often monotonous, thank you, Lord, for
the opportunity to work. There are many
who have no job.

Even though I grumble and bemoan
my fate from day to day, and wish my
circumstances were not so modest, thank
you, Lord, for the gift of life.”

On behalf of all of us at the United Way
of Westfield, let me wish everyone a most
happy Thanksgiving season.

Carolyn Fleder
President, Board of Trustees

United Way of Westfield

WF BOE President Discusses Ed. Plans
For Challenges of the 21st Century

November 14 to 20 marks the 83rd
annual observance of American Educa-
tion Week. This year’s theme, “Celebrat-
ing the American Dream,” reflects our
commitment to all students.

Education is central to the pursuit of
many goals and aspirations. We encour-
age these pursuits in Westfield and con-
gratulate our students on attaining so many
of their goals.

A total of 94 percent of last year’s
graduates are continuing their higher edu-
cation. Our high school guidance depart-
ment has expanded the college research
process for students and parents with a
new software program that provides an
overview of actual college admission sta-
tistics for Westfield’s graduates. The first-
ever Sophomore Parents Night was held
last month, and this week, more than 200
colleges and universities will be repre-
sented at the high school’s annual Col-
lege Night.

Continuing to improve guidance ser-
vices is one of many important goals in
the district’s new strategic plan.

In Westfield, we continue to train our
teachers in differentiated instruction, so
that every child’s potential can be reached.
We are exploring ways to bring more
classified special education students, who
are currently in out-of-district programs,
back into the district. We are also ad-
dressing the achievement gap within the
district’s classified and African-Ameri-
can student populations.

Our gifted and talented program has
been restructured to provide needed ser-
vices for those students identified as pro-
foundly gifted. And, we’re working hard
to adhere to our 5-year curriculum review

cycle, to ensure that every course meets
both state and Westfield standards.

Our efforts to improve learning are
further strengthened through the district’s
new 2004-2007 Technology Plan. The
plan expands the use of technology within
the curriculum, provides resources and
training to teachers, and improves com-
munication with students, parents and the
community. We are excited about the
new district web site that is under devel-
opment along with expanded plans for
use of Channel 36.

Earlier this year, the district approved
a new strategic plan for 2004-2008, which
was developed with the participation of
community members, teachers, students,
administrators and board members.
Through the support and energy of this
partnership, the district is prepared to
guide Westfield’s children to meet the
challenges of the 21st century.

Anne Riegel, President
Westfield Board of Education

Rev. Jim Benton

Reverend Jim Benton to
Speak to WF Rotary Club

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Ro-
tary Club will feature Reverend Jim
Benton at the Tuesday, November
23, luncheon from 12:45
to 1:30 p.m. Reverend
Benton will speak to the
90-member club about
the “Goodwill Rescue
Mission,” which offers
help and hope to North
Jersey’s urban poor and
dispirited from its office
in Newark.

The Reverend Benton,
a native of Washington
State, comes to Good-
will from Springfield,
Missouri where he has been located
for the past 15 years. His experience
in the urban environment began at
the age of five when his parents
moved to Brooklyn, NY to start the
first program for girls developed by
David Wilkerson’s Teen Challenge.

As an adult, Rev. Benton worked
with drug addicts and alcoholics for
over 10 years through Teen Chal-
lenge. After serving as Chief Opera-
tions Officer and then Executive
Director of Teen Challenge programs
in New York and Missouri, he was
asked to serve as the Midwest Rep-
resentative for the National Teen
Challenge Office in Springfield, Mo.

In the fall of 1992, he was invited
to join the ministry of Compassion

International as the Central Regional
Manager of Volunteers. He then
served as the Central Regional Mar-

keting Director before
becoming the National
Director of Volunteers.
Rev. Benton was respon-
sible for overseeing the
activities of over 800 vol-
unteers in the United
States.

While working with
Compassion Interna-
tional, he traveled exten-
sively in the United
States and overseas in-
cluding time in Bolivia,

Costa Rica, El Salvador, Haiti, Hon-
duras, Kenya, Mexico, Peru and
Uganda.

A graduate of Evangel University
in Springfield, Mo., Rev. Benton
holds two bachelor’s degrees: a Bach-
elor of Arts degree in Business Ad-
ministration and a Bachelor of Sci-
ence degree in Biblical Studies.

The Rotary Club of Westfield
meets every Tuesday from 12:15 to
1:30 p.m. in the Westfield Y. The
public is invited.

DECA Thanks All Who Contributed to
Make Halloween Party a Success

On October 28, DECA held a Hal-
loween Party for the children in the
Interfaith Council of Union County.
Thanks to the help of The Party Stop,
the money received during the canister
drive, which took place October 2 and
3, DECA was able to give the children
costumes as well as decorations for
Halloween. Pizza, candy and dessert
were made and brought for the children.
Games and other Halloween activities

took place and all had fun. The Hallow-
een Party was a great success and we
are looking forward to our next activity,
the Thanksgiving dinner.

We will also be accepting turkey dona-
tions, any donations helps. Contact (908)
889-8600 and ask for Joe Franzone.

Kristin Zyla
Joe Franzone

SPFHS DECA Chapter

Community Commentary

by Garland C. "Bud" Boothe, Jr.
Former Westfield Mayor, 1992-1996

There is one job I think I might really
like — Title: Delegate to the New Jer-
sey Constitutional Convention on Tax
Reform. As a student and sometime
practitioner of the political and govern-
mental process for over 60 years, it
would be the ultimate! I do not fancy
myself in a wig and funny clothes à la
1987, or being enshrined in huge mu-
rals or paintings.

How many of you know New Jersey
has had four constitutional conventions
already (1776, 1844, 1947 and 1960)?

In 1776, the Continental Congress
“strongly recommended” it because they
could not order anything. Each of the 13
revolting colonies to wrote and enacted
a constitution since the British royal
governors, including ours, were out.
Some system of government was im-
perative. Our forbearers did the job in a
couple of days.

In 1844 and 1947, complete rewrites
were done. A partial rewrite was done in
the 1960s. Those calling the convention
feared a runaway meeting, which is ex-
actly what 1787 in Philadelphia was.

We need the same thing now. Start with
the ostensible purpose of the convention,
reforms in real property taxes “but don’t
you dare look at any of the spending side of
state government.” It’s absurd not to do
both. There should be a review of major
expense items, such as mandated expenses
to school districts, the power of the Su-
preme Court to legislate by fiat and dicta-
tion. The mandated sales tax of 1976 is an
example of that episode, in judicial law-
making in this state.

Even that most sacred of cows — con-
solidated or even eliminating units of
local, school, special district and county
government need review. We have 566
municipalities, even more schools dis-
tricts and 21 counties.

There are a lot of other things I would
like to do, or at least see get a fair debate
among all us delegates.

1. Prohibit all dual office holding. You
cannot simultaneously be a mayor, coun-
cilman, freeholder, state senator, assem-
blyman, etc. For example, when issues
involving state support for the Newark
hockey arena were up, did the state sena-
tor for eastern Essex County look out for
the best interests of all his constituents
and the rest of the state, or the interests of
his Newark mayoral constituents? The
bible has something about serving two

masters. Your and my tax dollars are at
work in Newark for this!

The extent that individuals holding full-
time or part-time, non-elected and possi-
bly tenured offices also holding elected
office should be debated. Remember that
every year in every office paying $4,000
per year counts in the lucrative pension
calculation.

2. We should look at apportioning our
electoral votes for president by our 13
congressional districts, which several
other states have done. The two electoral
votes allocated for the senators should go
to the winner of the state, or some other
such formula.

For 2004 as example, assuming
Kerry carried seven districts and Bush
six, New Jersey would cast seven plus
two for Kerry and six for Bush for a
total of 15.

What’s wrong with this? For starters,
who loses? With the New Jersey Demo-
crats controlling the State House, they are
unlikely to agree. Go back 10 years, ditto
argument when the Republicans ruled
Trenton. So no legislature down there is
likely to adopt this, ever. That’s why we
nee a constitutional convention with broad
scope.

Whether the U.S. Congress has the
authority to do so under the Constitution,
especially the 10th Amendment, it is de-
batable. But this state convention I want
to participate in could write this into a
new Constitution.

Maybe it was merciful in that we had
no presidential political ads on TV in
New Jersey, New York and Connecticut
because these states were not in play this
season with the “winner take all” system.
Zero candidates appeared. With the re-
vised system, we would get a little more
respect.

We might also see more wrangling
over congressional redistricting lines. This
is still a state prerogative to draw.

Prevailing forces in the state legisla-
ture seek to maintain themselves unless
constitutionally prohibited which is done
now by gerrymandering. Districts are
carved into weird shapes to collect all
voters favoring one specific party or the
other. One congressional district is liter-
ally a string of cities the width of an
interstate highway.

Redistricting could be mandated by the
constitution to be more frequent than the
current 10-year cycle.

There are some more things I would
like to do to at this convention. I doubt I
will be selected to attend.

NJ Constitutional Convention
Needs Teeth, A Challenge

908-518-0800  Toll Free: 866-518-0800
www.westfieldmortgage.com

WESTFIELD MORTGAGE

Equal housing lender. Licensed by the NJ Department of Banking and Insurance.

Free credit evaluation and approvals
Guaranteed closing costs
New home purchases
Construction loans
Refinances

President, Westfield Mortgage
NEIL SULLIVAN
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Be thankful for what You
Have and Help Others

This Thanksgiving Day


