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Acting Governor Codey Will Be
Doing His Best for the State

In a quiet, private ceremony just past midnight last
Sunday, New Jersey swore in a new governor. On
November 15 at 12:04 a.m., state senate president
Richard Codey (D) of West Orange took on the
added duties of acting governor. Past Governor
James McGreevey’s resignation is now in effect.

We wish the best for Mr. McGreevey and his
family. They each start new and separate lives. In his
farewell address, now-citizen McGreevey said his
career “careened off the tracks.”

Senator Codey as a 31-year veteran in Trenton is
undertaking a large, new responsibility – one that he
had no inkling of a year ago. Democrats, Republicans
and all New Jersey citizens are ready to support him.
Important work needs to be done. Rebuilding confi-
dence in the state government is part of it. Mr. Codey
seems to be taking this to heart. He’s tackling the
issues and spurning partisan power politics, as best we
can tell. This is a good sign. We hope he can stand up
to the pressure from the “business as usual” crowd.

In his farewell speech, Governor McGreevey spoke
of the ugliness of politics that goes on even after
election season passes. “We smile in person and then
throw each other under the bus,” He said. “We need
to seek wise leaders who will find common ground
among citizens.” We hope that Senator Codey will
lead this charge and build bridges among parties and
citizens.

We also hope that Senator Codey will continue
working to restructure and improve DYFUS, as well
as looking for ways to create property tax relief and

reduce car insurance rates.
Mr. Codey’s honeymoon in leading this state prob-

ably will last just a few months as contenders for next
year’s election for governor line up for center stage.
Will Mr. Codey be one of them? — Who knows?

Governor Codey’s strongest adversaries may come
from within his Democratic party; U.S. Senator Jon
Corzine (D) has expressed interest in becoming
governor next year. Senator Corzine has also demon-
strated his willingness to risk substantial amounts of
his own money to get what he wants. In 2000, he
loaned a record $65 million to his campaign to
become U.S. Senator. Presumably, he’s paid himself
back by now as he won. Would he do the same to
become governor? Just the threat of doing it surely
might be enough to scare off most opponents.

The question for now is, “Will Mr. Codey govern
as governor?” Otherwise, will he be drawn into the
politics in the race to be elected governor in 2005?
Perhaps his assignment is to be caretaker for Senator
Corzine.

We think not, we hope not. We believe  Governor
Codey will be doing the best he can next year for the
state of New Jersey and all its residents.

In that Governor Codey has lent support in the past
to the horse racing industry and that he supports
adding slot machines to the race track in the Mead-
owlands, there is a “Morning Line.” The morning
line on the new governor is that he’s a good guy and
that New Jersians can expect to see an immediate
change for the better in Trenton.

Scotch Plains Resident Wants
Openness in BOE Budget Process

Longtime Westfield
Residents Thank Mayor
And Council for Efforts

As Westfield residents for over 40
years, and having listened to com-
plaints about parking downtown
for the same amount of time, we
would like to thank the mayor and
council for their efforts in putting a
proposal on the ballot for the people
to vote on.

These volunteers went through a
couple of tough years, took a lot of
heat, and should be applauded for
having the guts to do what no other
council has done in those 40 years.

Jeff O’Connor
Terry O’Connor
Dave O’Connor

Scott Mason
Westfield

Baron and Baldasarre
Of Scotch Plains Thank
Campaign Supporters
We would like to take this opportunity

to thank all of our supporters and volun-
teers for the help, encouragement and
hard work they gave us throughout the
campaign.

Many of you opened up your living
rooms to us, made phone calls, sent post-
cards or did other things that resulted in a
strong showing at the polls.

Though we did not win the vote count,
we won other ways, including bringing in
many new supporters who were involved
in a campaign for the first time.

We are humbled by the outpouring of
support, and we encourage all of you to
remain involved in the community.

Thank you and enjoy the holidays.

Andy Baron
Barbara Baldasarre

Scotch Plains

Election Volunteer
Questions Use of Voting
Computers for Fairness

I was a volunteer attorney on election
day in Tampa, Fla. with “Election Protec-
tion,” an impartial organization which
strives to make elections fair and voting
open to all.

We were organized and to insure that
everyone had the right to vote. Unfortu-
nately, it was not possible to determine
whether the computers used in the elec-
tion recorded votes accurately.

It was also not possible to determine
whether the computers had recorded votes
prior to the time the polls opened.

Several members of congress have pro-
posed that the G.A.O. (General Account-
ing Administration) audit the past elec-
tion to determine whether it was con-
ducted in a fair manner.

I think that all U.S. citizens should contact
their congressman or woman and request
them to support the request to the G.A.O.

Ralph H. Kline
Scotch Plains

Making the Team or Not, Parent
Thinks All Kids Should be Notified

Recently, there have been articles by
the Scotch Plains Board of Education
(BOE) expressing displeasure with Bill
S-1701. This bill acts, to some degree, to
protect the taxpayers from some of the
funding increases that the school board
finds that they need year after year.

The school board has indicated that
this will be a loss of $250,000 out of a
budget of $63,519,812. This results in a
loss of 0.4 percent from the budget. This
leaves one with the impression of the
board generating fear. It was further men-
tioned that this will amount to about $20
per taxpayer and implied was it worth it?
The BOE has indicated this resulted in
limiting the free balance from 3 percent to
2.5 percent or the Consumer Price Index,
whichever is greater. One has to keep in
mind that the percent of tax levy increases
for the last four years of 7.45 percent, 8.68
percent, 8.28 percent and 8.01 percent
were granted to the schools.

From my perspective, I would like to
save $20, since many of us are unable to
afford things like vacations, diner out,
etc. as a result of the BOE’s never ending
need for our money. At least the $20
would allow me to buy a pizza!

It seems to me that this budget restric-
tion is well timed and can be used as a
negotiation topic with the NJEA in De-
cember. This of course assumes that the
people representing us in the negotiations
want to protect our interests. In looking at
the mission statement for the school board,
there are no references to taxes and/or
costs. Makes one wonder if we have the
“wolf guarding the chicken coop?” In

fact, during the October 25, PTA meeting
on this bill it was stated that the major
expenses of the school system consisted
of salaries and benefits. This is to be
expected. In addition, several options were
presented to cut costs, but none touched
these two items. This is remarkable with
the contract negotiations taking place in
the near future.

As another option, considering that the
school districts web site is updated daily,
perhaps they could post the detailed bud-
get for taxpayers and parent’s informa-
tion. Along with the existing budget in
affect, the draft budget for next year could
also be posted. This being the case, the
public can assist in and easily participate
in the budget practice and perhaps iden-
tify additional areas to pair down some
costs.

Mayor Marks, with your re-election,
and your professed concern about taxes in
our municipality could you take the lead
in this openness to the public?

It was mentioned that this bill over
rules the will of the taxpayers. This is
true, the vote for the budget was 1,576
and against 1,153. This is a majority of
those that voted, but is small in number
for the approximate 20,000 residents. This
is a result of the vote taking place in April,
in lieu of November.

It should be noted that this is my per-
sonnel observations and in no way re-
flects the views of any other individuals
and/or organizations.

Al Muller
Scotch Plains

This was the first time my son, a fifth
grader, decided to try out for a traveling
sports team. With over 50 other boys, he
participated in three hours of drills and
scrimmages on two evenings so the
coaches could decide who would make
each of the three teams.

One week after tryouts were completed,
I overheard some other parents talking
about their sons getting phone calls from
coaches welcoming them to a traveling
team. Naturally, the same conversations
were occurring in school over several
days. The problem is that not every boy
who tried out got a phone call.

Indeed, as of today – weeks after the
team rosters were finalized, the boys who
were not selected for a team (my son
included) have not been formally notified.

I realize volunteers who do not have a
huge amount of free time run the WBA,
and I truly appreciate your efforts. Still,
you are all parents. So parent to parent,
imagine that your son tried out for a team
(or a play, or a band, or anything else

important to him). If your son didn’t make
the cut, wouldn’t you (and he) prefer that
he got the news in the privacy of your
home, so he could adjust to it and prepare
himself for the inevitable talk at school?

Yes, the team rosters were posted on
the WBA’s website, but that page was not
available until a couple of school days
after the boys who were selected got their
phone calls.

My family understands that not every
child can participate in every activity. My
complaint is not that my son did not make a
team. Rather, I am concerned that the WBA
did not have the courtesy (or perhaps the
courage) to notify the boys who were not
selected and thank them for their efforts.

This could have been done without
much additional time, effort, or expense.

It is simply unfair, not to mention rude,
to treat children any other way.

Lois Yurow
Westfield

Ratner Raves on Kerry’s Westfield
Vote, Rants on Republican Victory

In reading The Westfield Leader’s cov-
erage of the election results, I was grati-
fied to see that John Kerry beat George
Bush by 164 votes in Westfield. While
the Democratic majorities in New Jersey
and Union County are no surprise,
Kerry’s victory in a disproportionately
Republican town is both a singular ac-
complishment and a testament to the
perception and wisdom of our town’s
voters.

More than anything else, the Westfield
Kerry majority is proof that not everyone
was hoodwinked by the endless litany of
distortions, half-truths and just plain un-
truths that were spewed by the Cheney-
Bush campaign. And what a campaign it
was!

There’s usually little reason to com-
pliment Republicans on their conduct,
but I really have to admire Karl Rove for
successfully carrying out one of the great-
est mass deceptions in our nation’s his-
tory. Given his party’s puerile pack of
candidates, Rove, assisted by a motley
and malodorous mélange of manipula-
tive media moguls, pulled off an elec-
toral miracle.

Certainly, Rove’s greatest victory (if
such an obscene feat can truly be deemed
a “victory”) was his propagation of the
grotesque delusion that the very same
dimwitted Dubya whose obsession with
Iraq left him asleep at the switch on 9/11
had magically acquired the requisite in-
tellect and focus to understand and pro-
tect national security.

To be sure, Rove didn’t act alone. He
was aided and abetted by an ungodly

cabal of undesirable and off the wall co-
conspirators, ranging from shrieking har-
ridan Ann Coulter to a wacko organiza-
tion that coincidentally shares its initials
with the words “Not Really American.”

If people are truly to be judged by the
friends they keep, then Rove, Cheney
and their hapless spokespresident have
failed every moral test. To put it another
way, they won it squarely, but far from
fairly.

I’m sure that this letter will result in
accusations that it was motivated by an
acute case of sour grapes. There may be
some truth to that theory. Of course, I’m
deeply disappointed that Dubya and his
handlers have, for the very first time,
won a presidential election and have
attained the unchecked ability to run
amok for the next four years.

If the feeling of impending Republi-
can mayhem is evidence of sour grapes,
so be it, but I prefer to call it a common
sense appraisal of a depressing reality.

Yet, despite the certainty of four more
dark years of incompetence, uncaring
and neglect, Westfield’s Kerry majority
is evidence that the light of reason re-
mains kindled in America. Hope, com-
passion and true security may be de-
ferred, but cannot ultimately be denied.
A victory that could only have been
achieved by deceit, guile and a heaping
measure of slime bears the toxic seeds
of its own demise.

Republicans, be not proud!

Robert J. Ratner
Westfield

 The Legacy of Mayor McDermott
Will Be ‘He Let the People Decide’

In any heated debate, there will be
barbs thrown. There is nothing wrong
with that, as vigorous debate is an ex-
ample of what a great democracy we have
in this country. It shows that people are
free to speak their minds. A free and open
debate is critical to the democratic pro-
cess.

One of the criticisms of Mayor
McDermott was that he wanted to push
through the parking garage plan “at any
cost” in order to leave a lasting “legacy.”
While there was certainly things done
that appeared to “push” the project, I

think we need to give him the benefit of
the doubt that these things were done
because he thought that the project was in
the best interests of the town, and not part
of any personal agenda.

However, whether or not he was truly
concerned with leaving a “legacy,” the
mayor can now rest assured that he will
leave an undeniable and lasting one.
His legacy will be that he allowed the
people to voice their opinions and that,
in the end, he listened and heeded their
wishes.

The mayor and the council showed a
great respect for their constituents by
allowing the plan to be put up to a public
referendum and Mayor McDermott’s ad-
ministration will always be respected for
that.

So, while I personally and 77 percent
of my fellow voters disagreed with the
mayor on this plan, it should be clear that
the vote was not against him personally.
There are other important issues in town
and Mr. McDermott was not elected to be
the “Mayor of Parking.”

Councilmen Caruana and Echausse
have also cemented a legacy for them-
selves. Their legacy will be one of cour-
age. While it takes a lot of strength and
courage to stand up to your enemies, it
takes even more to stand up to your
friends.

Hopefully people on both sides of this
issue, including those in government and
private citizens, will move on collec-
tively and, above all else, respect each
other and hold no grudges.

Cory Mermer
Westfield

Mayor, Council Urged
To Listen to Voters

With the landslide defeat of the park-
ing deck referendum, by a vote of 9,865
– “no” to 2,700 – “yes,” I urge the town
council and the mayor to reconsider their
position on the parking deck project.

The residents of Westfield have sent
the government of Westfield a mandate.
Although the referendum is technically
non-binding, I don’t see how the mayor
and council, performing the duties en-
trusted to them by all the people of
Westfield can continue with the present
or any future parking deck project.

Bill Darchi
Westfield

GOP Freeholder
Candidates Thank All

Voters For Support
Running for the office of Union County

Freeholder has been an unforgettable life
experience — one that we feel privileged to
have had as part of a team. We were blessed
to have found each other. From the start of
this campaign, each has been a compliment
to the other. We fell into a comfortable
working relationship, forming a bond.

However, the strongest bond has been
formed with the residents of Union County,
who regardless of their political views,
made us feel welcome in their towns.

We wish to thank each of you for your
kindness and generosity, as well as your
words of encouragement.

Finally, we thank all those who partici-
pated in the election process — munici-
pal, county and federal; the candidates
and their families; the campaign staffs;
the poll workers; the forum leaders; the
media and lastly but certainly not the
least, the voters.

You are all to be commended.

Joe Renna
Patricia Quattrocchi

Frank Arena,
Bruce Paterson

Recordings: Telemarketers Strike
Back at FTC “Do Not Call” List

It’s been a few months, and during this time,
people have been enjoying “peace of phone.” The
implementation of the “Do Not Call” list and related
federal rules apparently have been effective in shield-
ing most from harassing telemarketers. However,
the telemarketing industry has been fighting back –
they are chipping away and about to win some
battles, we fear. In our opinion, if they win, you lose.

There’s something going on now between the FTC
(Federal Trade Commission) and the FCC (Federal
Communications Commission), and it doesn’t look
like it will be good for your privacy or telephone
peace of mind. According to press releases from the
FTC, they seek comments on TSR (Telemarketing
Sales Rules) changes to allow telemarketers to use
prerecorded messages when they call consumers
with whom they have an established business rela-
tionship. Apparently, the FCC does not have rules
preventing this, but the FTC does. In effect, this has
thwarted most telemarketers from calling you with
prerecorded messages – up until now.

A telemarketing firm, Voice Mail Broadcasting
Corporation (VMBC), petitioned the FTC to modify
the TSR, arguing that such a change would make the
rules of the two agencies more consistent. Such a
convoluted argument is nonsense as far as we’re
concerned. We believe that the FCC should change
its rules to be consistent with the FTC – preventing
the use of prerecorded telemarketing messages alto-
gether, and without a doubt.

The FTC has taken another dubious step in the
meantime by announcing “pending completion of

the amendment proceeding, the commission will not
initiate an enforcement action against a seller or
telemarketer for using recorded messages…” With
this position of lack of enforcement by the FTC,
telemarketers are now on the air in force, plying their
recorded messages on consumers.

The definition of “established business relation-
ship” must have a very broad meaning. We wonder
what this means. In just the day or so since the FTC
press release was issued, we received prerecorded
messages offering free trips to Orlando and DVD
recorders to sign up for satellite TV service. What
did we do to deserve a business relationship with
these people?

There is considerable detail and technical jargon
bandied about in the proposed rule changes by the
FTC. None of it favors the consumer, in our view.
You can learn more by going to the website of the
FTC — www.ftc.gov/bcp/rulemaking/tsr/. You can
also register your comments about “Prerecorded
Message EBR Telemarketing, Project No. R411001”
with them before January 20, 2005 at https://
secure.commentworks.com/ftc-tsr.

To file a complaint or seek information, call toll-
free, 1-877-FTC-HELP (1-877-382-4357).

If you have opinions on this federal government
matter, write your congressman or U.S. Senators. In
this area, your congressman is Mike Ferguson and
his office phone number in Warren is 908-757-7835.
Senator Jon Corzine can be reached in Newark at
(973) 645-3030. Senator Frank Lautenberg can be
reached in Newark at (973) 639-8700.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Tincal – Crude borax
2. Rostrulum – A small beak, as of an

insect
3. Tocher – The dowry of a bride
4. Biga – In ancient Rome, a chariot

drawn by two horses

ATAZIR
1. A warm wind of the Sahara
2. A type of Syrian scarf
3. A Filipino Moslem who takes an

oath before a priest that he will die killing
Christians

4. The influence of a star upon another,
or upon man

PERDITION
1. Shame; humiliation
2. Complete and irreparable loss; ruin
3. The waiting place of the dead before

being delivered to heaven or hell
4. Unfaithfulness; perfidious

JENNET
1. A spinning machine with a number

of spindles
2. A window shade of horizontal slats

that slope and overlap
3. A female donkey or small Spanish

horse
4. A short, stout crowbar used for open-

ing doors
PTEROPE

1. Related to or characteristic of a fern
2. A fruit bat
3. In anatomy, the junction of frontal,

the temporal and the great wing of the
spheniod bones

4. In Grecian architecture, a row of
columns, as in a peristyle; a portico

Below are four arcane words, each with
four definitions – only one is correct. The
others are made up. Are you sharp enough
to discern this deception of diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.


