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Do You Have To
Go To Court?

Tom Kean Bill Establishes
Edu. Monitoring Standards

Reeves-Reed Reveals Date
For Holiday House Tour

Westfield Library Lists
Activities For All Ages

TRENTON – A bill sponsored by
Senator Thomas Kean, Jr. (R-21)
would hold every school district in
the State of New Jersey Department
of Education to intervene in districts
struggling to meet the standard.

“In order to promote fiscal respon-
sibility and ethical integrity, we need
greater accountability,” said Senator
Kean. “This bill could help move
New Jersey in that direction by creat-
ing a standard measure in which to
evaluate all school districts.”

Senate Bill 1431, known as the
New Jersey Quality Single Account-
ability Continuum (NJ QSAC),
implements a consolidated system
to measure the following: the in-
struction and programs of a school
district; the personnel of a district;
a school district’s fiscal manage-
ment; the operations of a school
district; and the governance aspect
of the district. Every district in the
state will be assessed on a uniform
basis based on their performance in
these five indicators. School dis-
tricts will be placed into three cat-
egories on a continuum and dis-
tricts that have a low performance
assessment will receive state inter-
vention and assistance.

“This measure will provide the New
Jersey Department of Education the
authority and flexibility to help school
districts in a more direct, timely, sen-
sitive and appropriate manner,” said
Senator Kean. “This initiative puts in
place a program to address the needs
of both the districts that perform well
and those who do not meet expecta-
tion.”

“We are giving school districts a
legitimate goal to shoot for on their
performance.”

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Memorial Library, located at 550
East Broad Street, will host several
programs for children and adults
during the week of November 22.

“TGIF: It Happened in Brooklyn”
will be presented on Friday, Novem-
ber 26, at 1:30 p.m. Participants will
watch the movie It Happened in
Brooklyn, starring Frank Sinatra and
Jimmy Durante. Light refreshments
will be served.

Several storytime programs are
offered at the library. “Little Listen-
ers,” for ages two to three-and-a-
half, is held on Tuesdays and Wednes-
days from 10:30 to 11 a.m.

An adult must accompany each
child. Infants are permitted, but older
siblings are not due to size limita-
tions of the group. The library re-
quests that children attend this pro-
gram only once per week so that as
many children can participate as
possible.

“Time for Tales,” for those three-
and-a-half to five years old, takes
place on Mondays from 1:30 to 2

p.m. and Fridays from 10:30 to 11
a.m.

Children go into the story room
without an adult to listen to stories
and watch a video of a picture book.
Adults are not permitted to accom-
pany the child, but are asked to stay
in the library in case of “emergen-
cies.”

All storytimes are conducted on a
drop-in basis, but attendance is lim-
ited, so attendees are urged to arrive
early and sign in at the Children’s
Desk. Children must have a valid
Westfield Library card to partici-
pate.

The library will close at 5 p.m. on
Wednesday, November 24, and re-
main closed all day on Thanksgiv-
ing, November 25. It will resume
normal hours on Friday, November
26 (Friday and Saturday, 9:30 a.m.
to 5 p.m., and Sunday, 1 to 5 p.m.)

For more information, please call
(908) 789-4090, visit the library’s
website at www.wmlnj.org or stop
by the library for a copy of its quar-
terly newsletter.

SUMMIT – The Reeves-Reed Ar-
boretum has announced that its 15th
annual Holiday House Tour will
take place on Thursday, December
9, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Four Summit homes, each deco-
rated festively to reflect the own-
ers’ personal style, will be featured
on the tour. The tour will benefit
education and horticulture pro-
grams at the arboretum.

Among them will be an elegantly
restored brick Georgian that in-
cludes period elements, as well as
a guest suite and pool house, plus a
safari playroom and personal gym.

A Gothic Tudor, containing im-
pressive wood moldings, original
fireplaces and a two-story, cathe-
dral-themed sitting room, among
other elements, will be showcased
as well.

Participants also are invited to visit
an English Tudor, featuring ruby red,
etched glass doors leading to the
sitting room; an enclosed garden
room; stone terrace and a goldfish-
filled, indoor water fountain. If
weather permits, visitors also may
stroll through the owner’s garden.

The fourth home will be a Dutch
Colonial set for a holiday tea. Af-
ter viewing the table-top setting,
visitors will have an opportunity to
walk through the former Victorian
home and see the American an-

tiques on display.
Also included on the tour will be

the Summit Historical Society’s
18th century Carter House, with its
annual Crafts Fair, and the Wisner
House on the Reeves-Reed
grounds. Guests will be treated to
mulled cider and home-baked treats
at the Wisner House, which will be
decorated for the holidays.

Additionally, visitors are invited
to stop by the Arboretum’s Garden
Shop, which is stocked with holi-
day items plus standard garden ac-
cessories.

Tickets, which may be purchased
by mail or in person, are $25 up
until Tuesday, November 30, and
$30 thereafter. Checks should be
made payable to: Reeves-Reed Ar-
boretum and mailed to 165 Hobart
Avenue, Summit 07901.

Tickets will be available in the
Reeves-Reed Arboretum office,
165 Hobart Avenue near Route 24,
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Monday
through Friday, or at the Garden
Shop, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Mon-
day through Saturday.

A buffet lunch will be served at
the Beacon Hill Club, located op-
posite the arboretum, for an addi-
tional charge of $30. Seating is
limited and must be reserved be-
fore November 30. Lunch seatings
are at 11:30 a.m. and 1 p.m.

Digioia Receives
Professional Lawyer
Of the Year Award

MOUNTAINSIDE – Mountainside
attorney Donald DiGioia was among
the recipients when the New Jersey
Commission on Professionalism in
the Law presented the 2004 Profes-
sional lawyer of the Year Awards on
September 30 at the New Jersey law
Center in New Brunswick.

The Professional Lawyer of the
Year Award is given annually to those
attorneys who have demonstrated an
extraordinary commitment to profes-
sionalism throughout their careers in
the law.

Mr. DiGioia is a partner in the law
firm of Weiseman, Hely, DiGioia in
Mountainside. He is certified by the
New Jersey Supreme Court as both a
Civil Trial Attorney and a Criminal
Trial Attorney. Mr. DiGioia is cur-
rently President of the Richard J.
Hughes Inn of Court. He served on
the boards of trustees for ATLA-NJ
and the Association of Criminal De-
fense lawyers.

Mr. DiGioia was a member of the
District XII Ethics Committee and is
designated by the Supreme Court as a
Special Ethics Master. An adjunct
professor at Seton Hall Law School,
he also lectures for the Institutes for
Continuing Legal Education.

NAMI Speaker to Spotlight
Legal Services Organization

Skating Event to Be
Held at Warinanco

COUNTY – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders  present
the “Thanksgiving Broom Bowl
Challenge”at the Warinanco Ice Skat-
ing Center in Roselle on Friday, No-
vember 26.  This event combines the
games of broomball and bowling.

The open skate session begins at 1
p.m. and children can try their luck at
this version of Broom Bowling. Chil-
dren ages four through 17, who are
competing in the challenge, will be
divided into three age groups. A pair
of ice skates will be awarded to the
first place winner in each age group.

The Warinanco Ice Skating Center
is located off Thompson Avenue in
Warinanco Park, located near the
border of Roselle and Elizabeth. All
regular admission and skate rental
fees apply to this event. For more
information, please call the Skating
Center at (908) 298-7850 or the Union
County Department of Parks and
Recreation at (908) 527-4900.

FRIGHTFULLY FUN…On October 29, Wesley Hall’s Organization of Parents
(WHOOPS), hosted a Family Fun Night for the school’s children and their
families. Subs and soda were served and games, crafts, stories and even a
Halloween Spanish lesson were offered as entertainment. Everyone had a won-
derful time including Matthew Carlin and his mom, Maria, from the Teddy Bear
Class, pictured above.

COUNTY – NAMI (National Alli-
ance for the Mentally Ill) of Union
County will present a free program
on Tuesday, November 23, about the
services available through the Com-
munity Health Law Project (CHLP)
in Union County.

Marc Snyder, Managing Attorney
of CHLP in Union County, will be the
guest speaker. CHLP is a non-profit
advocacy and legal services organi-
zation dedicated to serving the needs
of low-income people with disabili-
ties and the elderly in New Jersey.

The presentation will begin at 7:30
p.m. at the Osceola Presbyterian
Church, located at 1689 Raritan Road
in Clark, which is handicapped ac-
cessible.

Founded in 1976, CHLP’s areas of
expertise include public entitlements
(Social Security Disability, welfare
assistance and food stamps, among
other categories); Medicaid, Medi-
care and other health insurance ben-
efits; housing advocacy; family law;
discrimination in various areas and a
wide range of other civil matters.

Mr. Snyder is a graduate of J.D.

Albany Law School and a Phi Beta
Kappa graduate of Pennsylvania State
University. Currently, he chairs the
Union County Human Services Ad-
visory Committee and the Union
County Local Emergency Food and
Shelter Allocation Committee.

He also serves on the Legal Services
of New Jersey Think First Committee
and the Minority Concerns Commit-
tee, Superior Court of New Jersey.

Refreshments will be served. For
more information, or in case of in-
clement weather, please call (908)
233-1628.

Hiking Club Offers
Variety of Activities

COUNTY – The Union County
Hiking Club offers a regular schedule
of hiking and cycling activities. Most
events take place in central and north-
ern New Jersey.

Membership dues are $10 per year.
To receive a complimentary six-
month schedule, please call (908) 527-
4900. Information also is available at
w w w. n y n j t c . o r g / c l u b p a g e s /
uchc.html.


