
Page 2  Thursday, November 18, 2004 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Cty. Clerk Files Complaint
With Post Office Over Ballots

MAPLECREST
VISIT US AT
EITHER OF 
OUR TWO 
HUGE 
LOCATIONS

Maplecrest Lincoln Mercury
68 River Road
Summit, New Jersey 07901

Maplecrest Lincoln Mercury
2800 Springfield Avenue
Union, New Jersey 07088

THE SOCCER, LACROSSE, FIELD HOCKEY, 
FOOTBALL, HOCKEY, TRACK...MOM AND DAD

908-964-7700
www.maplecrestauto.com

For The Team:

• 7 Passenger Seating

• Roof Top Carrier

• 7 Shoulder Belts

• Side Curtains

Air Bags

• Video Package

For The Mom & Dad:• Leather• Premium Sound/CD• Sunroof• Dual ZoneAir Condition• Automatic
TOTAL INTERIOR PROTECTION PACKAGE:
Includes Maplecrest Special Edition Rubber Mats That Cover The Entire
Rear Cargo Area.

$295*

BU
Y 

FO
R:

MONTH/
24 MONTHS

RCO based on 24 months with 10,500 
miles/yr. Total payments $7,080, $700 down 
with a buyout of $20,236.20. Returning 
RCL/RCO $500, Manufacturer Rebate $2,750, 
Cash Bonus $850, Total Rebate $4,100.

*Prices include all costs to be paid by a consumer except for taxes, licensing, and registration. RCO based on 10,500 miles/yr with .20c each additional mile. This advertisement supersedes all previous advertisements.
Not responsible for typographical errors. All vehicles subject to prior sale. Ad expires 11/24/04

2005 MERCURY 
MOUNTAINEER

STOCK# 5T31
MSRP:34,890

VIN# 4MZ2U86E95UJ05403

Exclusively

Available at

Maplecrest!

GIFT OF LIFE…The Fanwood Presbyterian Church will hold a blood drive on
Saturday, December 4, from 8:30 a.m. until 2 p.m. in the dining room of the
church. The Deacons of The Fanwood Presbyterian Church for 2004-2005 will
host the blood drive. Pictured, left to right, are bottom row: Holly Oatis, Candice
Sot, Ellen Geissel, Fiona Leahy, Kathy Mattimore, second row; Bonnie Gerrity,
Betsy Holderried, Betty Gustfsonm, Dot Davis, Rev. Beth Anderson-Domer, back
row; Sue Mills, Betty Sharrett, Jacklyn Hawn, Jim Novak, Silvia Rodriquez, Pat
Reyes and Sally Depew.

AREA — The Union County Clerk
has filed a letter of complaint with
the U.S. Postal Service calling for an
investigation into why more than 40
Union County voters did not receive
their absentee ballots for the No-
vember 2 Presidential election.

Union County Clerk Joanne
Rajoppi called the poor postal ser-
vice “an appalling, inexcusable state
of affairs.”

The absentee ballots were sent
from the clerk’s office 28 days to 17
days prior to the November 2 gen-
eral election. Many were sent to ad-
dresses within the state of New Jer-
sey.

“It’s intolerable that any voter who
requests an absentee ballot cannot
vote because the Postal Service fails
to deliver their ballot in a timely
fashion,” Mrs. Rajoppi said.

In all, 45 voters in Union County
reported they never received their
absentee ballots either through regu-
lar mail or express mail.

One voter, who is attending school
out of state, requested a ballot on
September 10. Once the ballots were
printed, one was mailed to her on
October 4. She never received it.
After contacting the clerk’s office, a
second ballot was express mailed to
her on October 28. She never re-

ceived that ballot. To date, the voter
has yet to receive either ballot.

“The Postal Service must demon-
strate a reliable and accountable com-
mitment to the electoral process if
absentee voting is to work,” Mrs.
Rajoppi said.

This is the second complaint the
county clerk has lodged with postal
authorities in 2004. In the primary
election held in June, the Postal Ser-
vice failed to deliver ballots by Glo-
bal Express mail within the three to
five business days it guarantees. In
that election, American citizens in
Switzerland, Greece and Sweden
were disenfranchised.

Military Families Can
Network Through Website

AREA – The Military Family Net-
work launched its “One Million Com-
munity Connections” campaign. The
network designed the campaign to
give people and community groups a
chance to connect and build relation-
ships with military families to show
support and have some fun.

“These are anxious times, and there
is a lot of unknown. Military families
face a lot of unknowns. Community
doesn’t have to be one of them. Our
campaign is an opportunity for com-
munities across the nation to intro-
duce themselves to military families,”
said Caroline Peabody, network
spokesperson.

“Every organization, both on and
off the installation, wishes that mili-
tary families would know about them,
what they are doing, where and who
they are- we give them the opportu-
nity to talk about their programs and
give them the best and most reliable
place to get the word out,” Ms.
Peabody continued. “We are going to
make the world a home for military
families by deploying the full power
of community.”

Registered programs with the Mili-
tary Family Network at eMilitary.org
have the opportunity to submit their
program for consideration for the
network’s “Military Family Neigh-
bor of Choice Award” granted during
National Military Family Week in
November and information about
their programs will be shared with
installation support activities. In ad-
dition, registered organizations will
be highlighted in the Network’s
Neighborhood e-Zine sent to thou-
sands of military families each month.

“Our nation is at war. Military fami-
lies need community, not just a phone
book. They need to connect now- to

know what is out there, and to be able
to learn from each other and build on
that knowledge. Our network provides
this and more,” said Ms. Peabody.

To participate in the “One Million
Community Connections” for mili-
tary families, individuals and organi-
zations may visit www.eMilitary.org
to register then contact the network at
connections@eMilitary.org to estab-
lish a forum.

Westfield Chamber Invites
All to Annual Tree Lighting
WESTFIELD — The Westfield

Area Chamber of Commerce
(WACC) will present its Annual
Christmas Tree Lighting Ceremony
on Sunday, November 28, at 5 p.m.
in Westfield’s North Avenue train
station parking lot.

All are invited to welcome Santa
Claus as he arrives in Westfield on
a fire truck to join Mayor Gregory
McDermott in lighting the holiday
tree.

Members of the public are also
encouraged to help neighbors in

need by donating non-perishable
food items to the First United Meth-
odist Church of Westfield for its
food pantry. The church’s youth
group will be on hand to offer cups
of hot chocolate and accept dona-
tions.

The evening’s festivities will in-
clude a sing-along of favorite tra-
ditional Christmas carols with the
Westfield Community Band. Chil-
dren of all ages will have a chance
to meet with Santa, who will hand
out candy cane treats and Christ-
mas activity books.

The ceremony is made possible
through local sponsors including
the Town Bank, Burgdorff Real-
tors, Haven Savings Bank and Drug
Fair. For further information,
please call the Chamber at (908)
233-3021.

Counseling Is Offered
To Medicare Enrollees
SCOTCH PLAINS — Free confi-

dential assistance from trained coun-
selors is available to Medicare enroll-
ees by calling Ed Evans at the Scotch
Plains Public Library, at (908) 322-
5007, extension no. 208.

Individuals will be able to receive
counseling on choosing a Medicare
Supplement or HMO; understanding
Medicare forms; information about
Medicare or long-term care insur-
ance, and help with medical bills or
problems with these bills.

Rotary Club Inducts
Two New Members

SCOTCH PLAINS – Rotary Dis-
trict Governor Frieda Applegate in-
ducted new members Christina Ehret
and Nicholas Martin into the
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary Club.

Mr. Martin is a Market Manager
for the PNC Bank, which encom-
passes both the Fanwood and Scotch
Plains offices. He is married to Daisy
and together they have a son Noah.

Mrs. Ehret works for the Sun Quest
Funding as a Mortgage Banker in
Cranford. She is responsible for the
Union County area. Mrs. Ehret lives in
Fanwood with her husband, Joseph.

The F-SP Rotary Club meets every
Wednesday at Snuffy’s Pantagis in
Scotch Plains. Interested business
people wanting to join can call Dr.
Dick Dobyns, Membership Chair-
man, at (908) 322-5986.

Free Screenings Slated
For BP and Diabetes
WESTFIELD — Overlook Hospi-

tal representatives will be at the
Westfield “Y,” 220 Clark Street in
Westfield, from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. on
Monday, November 29, to perform
free diabetes and blood pressure
screenings.

Additionally, a lecture entitled
“Women and Heart Disease” will be
offered from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. This
lecture is also complimentary for any-
one who will be screened.

No appointments for the screening
are necessary. Individuals are asked
to respond if interested in the lecture.
For more information, please call the
Westfield “Y” at (908) 233-2700,
extension no. 251.

Book Donations Sought
For Needy Youngsters
WESTFIELD – Through Sunday,

December 4, the Westfield Memorial
Library will collect new and “like
new” books for babies up through age
14 as part of a statewide program
entitled “Books for Kids.”

Through this program, which is
sponsored by the New Jersey Library
Association, needy children in Union
County will receive these gifts in
time for the holiday season. Dona-
tions may be dropped off in the col-
lection box at the library.

The Westfield Memorial Library,
located at 550 East Broad Street, is
open from Monday through Thurs-
day, 9:30 a.m. to 9 p.m., Friday and
Saturday from 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.,
and Sunday from 1 to 5 p.m.

Rojas of SP Graduates
From Basic Training
SCOTCH PLAINS – Air Force

Airman Andres Rojas has graduated
from basic military training at
Lackland Air Force Base, San Anto-
nio, Tex. Airmen who complete basic
training earn credits toward an asso-
ciate degree through the Community
College of the Air Force.

Mr. Rojas is the son of Maria Ray
of Orlando, Fla. and Andres Rojas of
Scotch Plains.

Attorney at Law 
Former Commissioner, New Jersey Department of Labor 

• Social Security Disability Appeals 

• Workers Compensation 

• Labor and Employment Law 

Westfield, NJ     North Brunswick, NJ 

(908) 233-9674      (732) 940-9484 
mboydlaw@aol.com 

Mark B. Boyd 
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