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School Board

legislation placing a referendum on the
November 2005 election ballot asking
voters if they favored the convening of
such a convention.

Addressing other matters, the Repub-
lican mayor, who was elected to the
Township Council in November 1996
and won Scotch Plains’ first mayoral
election in 2000, called this fall’s cam-
paign his “last municipal campaign as a
candidate,” although he did not rule out
a run for higher office “if the opportunity
presented itself.”

He admitted that his options were
somewhat constrained given the present
makeup of the 22nd Legislative District,
where Democrats dominate, and the fact
that the area’s congressional representa-
tive in Washington is Republican
Michael Ferguson, who was just re-
elected to a third term.

Several local issues will also be on
the agenda in the coming year, the mayor
said. He said township voters might be
asked to extend the life of the local
Open Space Trust Fund, which was
enacted in 1999 with a 10-year life
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Marks Prepares For Final
Three Years As SP Mayor

span. Noting that those funds have
helped renovate most of the ballfields,
parks and playgrounds over the past five
years, the mayor said that, “considering
the success we’ve had, now is a good
time to go to the voters” to ask for an
extension of the fund, which is funded
by a levy of two cents per $100 of
assessed value on local property taxpay-
ers.

“This has really done wonders for
our town,” he said. “And it would be
nice to have funds” to make further
improvements at township recreation
facilities.

Mayor Marks also wants to look at an
expansion of shared services projects with
some surrounding towns. Specifically, he
pointed to the township’s spring cleanup
and curbside recycling programs as po-
tentially being “ripe for shared services
agreements.”

Both programs, while popular with
residents, have seen their costs skyrocket
in the wake of increased environmental
regulations and higher dumping fees at
area landfills and other sites.

tant it is to offer hospice to all Union
County residents. She described fami-
lies from both high and low income
who have had the need for hospice,
children and adults, people with fami-
lies, and people with no families that
Center For Hope has assisted through
the last stage of their lives. Families
are offered counseling from the time
they come to the Center For Hope and
after their loved one has passed.

Camp Starbright is also offered for
children who are dealing with their
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Peggy’s House of Hope Will
Be Built in Scotch Plains

grief. The camp allows children to
meet others who are going through a
similar experience and to learn that
they are not alone.

Diane also explained that hospice
“is so much more than pain manage-
ment.” She told The Times that their
facilities offer pet and music thera-
pies, as well as Reiki. Diane noted
that many people have improved with
palliative care, and some even live
past the time their doctors had ex-
pected.

The Center For Hope will begin
their capital campaign to raise money
for the construction of Peggy’s House
of Hope within the next few months.

On Tuesday, November 30, there
will be an open house at all of Center
For Hope’s facilities so that people
can come in and learn about the orga-
nization in honor of National Hospice
Month.

For more information on the Center
For Hope, please call (908) 889-7780
or visit www.centerforhope.com.

Century had a memorial in Westfield,
except Korea.

New stone steps lead up to the
memorial. A granite piece with a
cutout of the Korean Peninsula and
the names of the men from Westfield
who lost their lives sits atop the hill.

Tim Doer of Master Memorials
who took care of the needs for the
monument itself and Craig Stock
who helped with landscaping gave
Kevin assistance. Kevin also enlisted
the other members of Boy Scout
Troop 72 to assist with all of the
manual labor that was needed.

Captivating arrangements of “The
Star Spangled Banner” and “The Battle
Hymn of the Republic” were sung by
the Westfield High School Concert
Choir under the direction of William
Mathews during the dedication.

Many dignitaries attended the
dedication including Korean Con-
sul Bihn Seo, who spoke on behalf
of the entire Korean Consulate and
thanked Westfield for remembering
the Korean War.

Reverend Tina McCormick,
Kevin’s youth advisor at the Presby-
terian Church gave the invocation.
Andrew Baamonde represented Con-
gressman Mike Ferguson. State Sena-
tor Tom Kean, Jr., Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick, Freeholder Chairman An-
gel Estrada, Freeholders Bette Jane
Kowalski and Chester Holmes all rec-
ognized Kevin for his efforts.

Salvatore Mione of the Office of
Veterans Affairs and Richard Thomp-
son from the Union County Office of
Veterans Affairs, as well as Richard
Alexander, Commander of the Union
County Korean Veterans Association,
were also present at the dedication.
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Veteran’s Day

Food Donations Sought
For Thanksgiving Meals

AREA – Several area organiza-
tions are collecting food to distribute
to families on Thanksgiving.

A group of local volunteers are
assisting the Community Food Bank
of New Jersey in collecting frozen
turkeys on Saturday, November 20,
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. in the driveway
of Franklin Elementary School in
Westfield.

At Washington Elementary School
in Westfield, first graders are assem-
bling food baskets as an act of kind-
ness.

Boy Scouts at McKinley Elemen-
tary School in Westfield have begun
a holiday gift drive, sponsored by
Early Act students. A community
service project organized in coop-
eration with the Rotary of Westfield.
The group will donate to 14 families.

Westfield High School’s Student
Council is also conducting a food
drive. For more information, please
call Bonnie Underwood at
(908) 789-4500 or e-mail
bunderwood@westfieldnjk12.com.

The Boy Scouts have also been
conducting a special food drive for
the Thanksgiving holiday at the
Westfield Public Schools Adminis-
tration Building, 302 Elm Street over
the last few weeks.

The American Red Cross Tri-
County Chapter is collecting can
goods and non-perishable donations
until Tuesday, November 23. The
Red Cross is also seeking people to
donate turkeys, which can only be
accepted on Tuesday, November 23,

after 8 a.m. due to lack of refrigera-
tion space. The Tri-County Chapter
services 22 towns in Union,
Middlesex and Somerset Counties.
For more information call (908) 756-
6414.

Dan Birnbaum of the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School DECA
chapter reported that the organiza-
tion would donate food to the
Fanwood Presbyterian Church and
St. Bartholomew’s Roman Catholic
Church in Scotch Plains.

In addition, the group will orga-
nize, host and serve a special dinner
to needy individuals at a shelter in
Plainfield. The dinner includes tur-
key, stuffing and all of the traditional
trimmings. Guests are also given a
care package for dinner the next day.

Non-perishable items such as pea-
nut butter, canned meats, jellies, and
soups may be dropped off at Assem-
blywoman Linda Stender’s office lo-
cated at 1801 East Second Street,
Scotch Plains, Monday through Fri-
day from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Financial
contributions may be made payable
to The Community Food Bank of
New Jersey and mailed to Assembly-
woman Stender, Attn: community
food drive, 1801 East Second St.,
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076.

All donations will be taken to the
Community Food Bank of New Jer-
sey, located in Hillside. The Commu-
nity Food Bank is one of the largest
providers of groceries to charities,
soup kitchens, and thousands of food
pantries throughout the state.

age bank balances of $15 million to
$30 million and $40 million to $50
million. The banks, according to
the report, should be notified that
such large balances should bring no
service charges.

In other board business, Princi-
pal Mariana Cassidy of McGinn
Elementary School brought along
several students to demonstrate the
AlphaSmarts keyboarding program.
The program utilizes a special type
of “computer” which teaches the
students basic typing skills. Stu-
dents are provided with materials
to type, and the objective is to learn
the correct way to type on the com-
puter.

According to Principal Cassidy,
the program has been a huge suc-
cess. She believes every classroom
would do well with the AlphaSmarts
program.

“We should have an AlphaSmarts
in every classroom,” she com-
mented.

At the next board meeting sched-
uled for Tuesday, November 23, the
board will honor soccer coach Tom
Breznitsky for his 500th career vic-
tory.

Coach Breznitsky reached this
goal on October 20, with the boys’
soccer team defeating Cranford 2-
0. The longtime coach has been
patrolling the sidelines for boys’
soccer for 30 years at SPFHS.

offering additional incentives to en-
tice more volunteers.

Presently, the township fire depart-
ment offers a Length of Service
Awards Program (LOSAP) that was
created in 2001 to ensure retention of
existing members and to provide them
with incentives for recruiting new
volunteers for the fire department
and rescue squad.

Councilwoman Carolyn Sorge, a
volunteer firefighter, said at the coun-
cil meeting two weeks ago that, in
addition to the low levels of volun-
teers, there was also the increased
security in general to consider in pon-
dering an expansion of the volunteer
pool.
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According to Police,
Student’s Death in MS
May Be Drug-Related

By KIM BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE – In a shock-
ing turn of events, Berkeley Heights
teenager Cole Barrier lost his life
early last week after a confusing
afternoon that started with a visit to
a fellow schoolmate who resides in
Mountainside.

According to a news release is-
sued from the Borough of
Mountainside Police Department,
the 17-year-old student of Governor
Livingston High School in Berkeley
Heights died at 7:58 a.m. on Novem-
ber 7 after being rushed to Univer-
sity Hospital the day before. Be-
cause of patient confidentially laws
and the young age of those involved,
police could not comment on the
condition of the teenage girl that
Cole was visiting.

According to police, the young
man was running through traffic on
Route 22 in Mountainside, just be-
fore 3 p.m. on November 6 before
breaking into a home, allegedly as-
saulting a pregnant woman and run-
ning through her screen door.

He then allegedly tried to carjack
another woman’s car while pound-
ing and damaging the hood of her car
— and breaking into another home
by running through the homeowner’s
plate glass window.

Police said that while in the sec-
ond home, the young man had done
extensive damage to the interior of
the house while injuring and cutting
himself. The report concludes by
stating that the teenager sustained
more injuries trying to escape from
the house.

Mountainside and Westfield po-
lice officers entered the home
through the broken glass only to find
the young student unconscious and

bleeding heavily.
Police further noted that drug para-

phernalia was found at the scene of
the home in Mountainside where the
teenager had been visiting.

According to Captain Richard
Osieja, an ongoing active investiga-
tion is being conducted into the case.
Lab results from the drug parapher-
nalia were not yet available.

Captain Osieja noted that although
earlier newspaper reports state that
the teenagers might have been using
marijuana laced with formaldehyde
or embalming fluid and phencyclid-
ine (PCP) that “may or may not be
true.”

Captain Osieja stated that although
there was marijuana paraphernalia
found at the scene, there might have
been other substances ingested, and
it is too early to say what caused the
bizarre behavior.

“We are conducting a thorough
investigation and compiling infor-
mation from many sources includ-
ing school officials, kids at school
and other law enforcement officials,”
he stated. “We are trying to get a
picture of what happened that day.
We want to make sure that whatever
was consumed is off the street so no
other parent has to go through what
these parents have had to endure.”

Captain Osieja concluded, “As a
26-year veteran of the Mountainside
Police Department, this case has
opened my eyes wide; and as a par-
ent, I find this tragedy very scary.”

Counselors were made available
to students and staff since Novem-
ber 8 at Governor Livingston High
School, where the two teenagers at-
tended school.
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Students at Westfield High School Support
Kehler Stadium and Track Improvements

By ED COONEY
Specially Written for The Times

WESTFIELD – At the Westfield
Board of Education meeting on Tues-
day several items were discussed in-
cluding the upcoming $1.4 million bond
referendum on Tuesday, December 14,
for Kehler Stadium improvements, re-
vamped guidance counselor programs
and the school website improvements.

Board member Alice Hunnicutt,
chairperson of the board’s Facilities
Committee made a presentation con-
cerning the bond referendum to finance
the construction of a new track and
artificial turf field at Kehler Stadium.
The current track, according to Ms.
Hunnicutt, “has long outlived its ex-
pected lifespan.”

She said the needed repairs would be
too costly to be included as part of the
yearly budget. According to Ms.
Hunnicutt, the proposed bond comes
on the heels of new state legislation that
could have a negative financial impact
on the budgeting process.

She stated that the $1.4 million bond
will cost the average Westfield home-
owner approximately $18 a year.

The board heard from WHS student
athletes who support the new track and
field. They urged passage of the bond to
“assure the continued growth and suc-
cess of the Westfield Track and Field
program.”

In addition, representatives from the
girl’s lacrosse team, the field hockey
team and the football team spoke.

Westfield citizens will be asked to
approve the bond for the track and field
at Kehler Stadium by public vote on
December 14. Voting will take place
from 2 to 9 p.m. Absentee ballots must
be postmarked by December 7.

The guidance department at Westfield
High School (WHS) received an over-
haul this summer, and WHS Assistant
Principal Noah Tennant was at this
Tuesday’s meeting of the Westfield
Board of Education to outline the
changes that have been made.

The changes were made in response

to an unfavorable report last spring
from two outside observers hired by the
district to evaluate that guidance de-
partment at WHS.

Mr. Tennant’s presentation began by
outlining the department’s goals for
communicating with students, parents,
colleges and the community at large.
New objectives include airing of guid-
ance programs on TV 36, orientation
for new teachers at WHS, the formation
of a parent advisory committee and
training for the guidance counselors on
writing letters of recommendation.

The department will have a new
website, westfieldnjk12.org, which
should be available to the public by
January 2005.

“It has the potential to be a tremen-
dous source of information,” said Mr.
Tennant.

Leslee Scheckman, a counselor at
WHS, went into further detail. New
features on the guidance website will
include a web page for each counselor
where he or she can post pertinent in-
formation for his or her students. Links
are to be included to websites for career
development. Parents and students will
be able to print out important forms
online instead of having to get them
from the guidance office. The site will
also have links to websites for the SAT,
ACT and AP tests.

“We’re very excited about it,” said
Ms. Scheckman.

In addition, the guidance department
website will include a program called
Naviance, which is a tool for tracking
historical data of WHS students who
have applied to certain colleges, as well

as providing the results of those appli-
cations. The program will provide in-
formation to students and parents to
compare colleges, track deadlines for
applications and view timetables of
college visits.

According to the presentation, the
Naviance program will help students
and parents in the college admissions
process by giving “realistic assessments
of you child’s chances of admission at
colleges” and by providing “accurate,
complete records about student choices
from our school.”

The department also plans to make
more connections with colleges this
year and to assist more students with
making their own connections.

WHS seniors were given a college
application procedures presentation on
September 27.

A sophomore parent night was held
on October 5 and the yearly college
night at WHS is tonight, November 18.

Making better connections with stu-
dents is another guidance department
goal for this year. Mr. Tennant expressed
his delight with the level of counseling
offered at the guidance department,
saying, “Kids go there because they
know they have someone who will lis-
ten to them.”

The department will assemble a guid-
ance procedures handbook that will
“bring uniformity to our practices,” noted
Mr. Tennant. Additionally, the class
scheduling process will happen earlier
this year. Each student will have his or
her schedule by early June 2005.

The board’s next public meeting will
take place on Tuesday, December 6.

Horace R. Corbin for The Times
SALUTE TO THOSE WHO SERVED...Joseph McCort reads a salute to all past
veterans who served the country at the Veteran’s Day ceremony in Scotch Plains
last week.


