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BOE Talks of Diversity Council;
Hears Auditor’s 2003-2004 Report

By MATT MARINO
Specially Written for The Times

At its meeting last Thursday, the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education President Linda Nelson
reported on the first meeting of the
newly-formed Diversity Council.

The board listened to a presenta-
tion regarding the audit of last year’s
budget, and also heard from several
teachers about the AlphaSmarts com-
puter program being used in the el-
ementary schools.

Comprised of faculty, staff, admin-
istrators and members of the public,
the council was formed, among other
things, to discuss issues of diversity
as they relate to the local schools. In
particular, the group is attempting to
deal with the racial epithets that were
written on the walls of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School (SPFHS) and
echoed in an Internet forum.

Ms. Nelson said that the first meet-
ing was fruitful, and the objective

became crystal clear – a “zero toler-
ance” policy is necessary “for acts of
hatred and bigotry.”

“That is the policy, and nothing
less will be tolerated,” affirmed Ms.
Nelson.

During the business portion of the
meeting, several auditors presented
the Comprehensive Annual Financial
Report (CAFR) to the board mem-
bers. The audit, while rather lengthy,
described all pertinent financial fig-
ures for the fiscal year ending June
30; those figures were also compared
to the previous year’s budget.

Among other things, the total as-
sets of the school district were
$46,533,897, compared to
$45,664,714 for the same period end-
ing June 30, 2003. In addition, the

total liabilities amounted to
$28,740,457, with the liabilities for
the previous year being $29,384,145.
Based on the above figures, the total
net assets for the school district came
to $17,793,440, while the previous
year’s net assets totaled $16,280,569.

Also included in the report were
several observations and suggestions
made by the team of auditors. In one
case, the auditors found that several
checks were being disbursed with a
single signature. The team suggested
that all checks be endorsed with two
signatures. It was later learned that
standard practice is to endorse all
checks with two signatures.

Another observation was that banks
assessed service charges with aver-

Marks Prepares For His Final
Three Yrs. as Mayor of S. Plains

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

Two weeks after winning re-elec-
tion, Scotch Plains Mayor Martin
Marks said he is hoping to bring de-
feated Democratic mayoral candidate
Andrew Baron into discussions at the
Township Council level about future
efforts aimed at revitalizing the down-
town business district.

Speaking to The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times earlier this week, the
mayor said he had sent a letter to Mr.
Baron asking to hear more details
about the ideas that he had addressed
during the campaign.

In the wake of the council’s June
rejection of the ordinance designat-

ing the downtown area as a Special
Improvement District (SID) that
would have been funded by a special
assessment on downtown property
owners, Mr. Baron and his running
mate, Barbara Baldasarre, favored
more of a voluntary effort to boost the
downtown, including utilizing retired
or semi-retired persons who were
successful in business and, in Mr.
Baron’s words last summer, “who
can bring forth their talents” and “find
more creative ways” to improve the
business district.

He also spoke about bringing in
advanced students from area colleges
and universities who can “add their
expertise, and at less cost.”

Saying it would be “foolish to rule
anything out,” Mayor Marks said he
would like Mr. Baron to meet with the
Township Council “to give us his
thoughts on what he envisions and
what he thinks the municipal
government’s role should be.”

Mayor Marks said that if Mr.
Baron’s ideas are “worthy of pursu-
ing, I would not hesitate to give him a
leadership role.” The bottom line, he
said, is that “we need to have a con-
sensus in the downtown among busi-
ness owners and property owners.”

In a wide-ranging discussion of
plans for his second four-year term,
which begins on January 1, the mayor
said he expects to be named to the
board of directors of the New Jersey
State League of Municipalities at the
group’s convention this week. The
board includes a representative from
each of the state’s 21 counties, and
Mr. Marks would be replacing Eliza-
beth Mayor Chris Bollwage.

He told The Times that he would
use this new platform to “continue to
push for property tax reform” as plans
for a state constitutional convention
move forward. A task force report is
expected by year’s end on how a
convention would be structured. The
State Legislature will have to pass

Out-of-Town
FD Volunteers
May Be OK’d

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

The Scotch Plains Township
Council is considering amending a
local ordinance to allow non-resi-
dents to serve with the volunteer
fire department.

Currently, local law states that
volunteer firefighters must be town-
ship residents.

Changing that requirement, said
Councilwoman Nancy Malool, will
“expand the pool of available mem-
bers,” something she feels is needed
given what she termed the “fairly
low” levels of volunteers at present.

Mrs. Malool told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times that most
Union County towns, including
Fanwood, Westfield and
Mountainside, allow non-residents
to join their local fire departments.

At its conference meeting earlier
this month, the council began pre-
liminary discussions of an ordi-
nance change, and Mayor Martin
Marks said he expects to talk with
fire department officials about the
idea early next month.

Mrs. Malool said there had been
expressions of interest in fire de-
partment service by individuals who
work in Scotch Plains but live out
of town or who live in a surround-
ing town.

Fire department leaders, she said,
are already beginning to formulate
recommendations for allowing out-
of-towners to serve and what those
parameters might be, including
whether to allow only those who
live in contiguous towns in Union
County or who live within a certain
distance of a township firehouse or
who work in Scotch Plains during
the day to become a volunteer.

“It’s a good first step towards
getting more volunteers,” Mrs.
Malool said, adding that consider-
ation may also have to be given to

House of Hope Will
Be Built in S. Plains

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Times

Within the next year, the Center
For Hope will begin construction on
Peggy’s House of Hope on Raritan
Road in Scotch Plains. Though it will
be the non-profit organization’s third
inpatient facility, it will be their first
new building.

Named after one of the two founders
of Center for Hope, Peggy Coloney,
the 30-bed unit will feature guest
rooms for family members, walking
paths, patios and a hair salon.

Before her death from pancreatic
cancer, Mrs. Coloney was able to see
the new facility go through the ap-
proval process in Scotch Plains, and
was involved in the designs. She was

also able to finish her book “The Man
Called Father” as a tribute to her dear
friend and coworker Father Charles
Hudson.

While the Center For Hope was not
incorporated as a non-profit until the
1980s, the beginnings started at St.
Elizabeth’s Hospital in Elizabeth,
where Mrs. Coloney worked as a
Registered Nurse. She and Father
Hudson opened the first in patient
hospice unit in New Jersey.

Sauer House in Roselle and Acadia
House in Scotch Plains offer bereave-
ment and grief counseling. Theo House
and Father Hudson House in Eliza-
beth offer residential hospice care.

The center has moved their admin-
istrative offices from Linden to the
Scotch Plains location at the corner of
Raritan and Martine Avenues.

Fittingly enough, the ribbon was cut
on the new administrative facility on
October 12, which would have been
Mrs. Coloney’s 75th birthday.

The Center For Hope has known
that they needed more space, “last
year 120 people died on the waiting
list,” Diane Coloney, Mrs. Coloney’s
daughter in-law, told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times. “It’s so sad
that there aren’t enough beds.”

The facility offers both hospice and
palliative care for their patients at their
locations and in people’s homes. The
center offers a medical director who

makes house calls to help patients as
well as nurses and social workers.

The Center For Hope is about caring
for people and their families by helping
them through the most difficult stage of
life, and that is evident in meeting the
caring and energetic staff.

Currently managed by Peggy’s son,
Bob, the center was recently honored
with the 2004 Spirit of Hospice Award
by the New Jersey Hospice and Pal-
liative Care Organization and Peggy
and Father Hudson were honored post-
humously with the 25th Anniversary
Distinguished Service Award.

Diane told The Times how impor-

Veteran’s Day Ceremonies Held in S. Plains,
Fanwood, WF Remember Those Forgotten

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Times

Last Thursday, ceremonies were
held in each of the area towns to
recognize Veteran’s Day and atten-
dance was high, showing that resi-
dents have not forgotten those who
have served the United States in the
past  and those who are currently
serving.

The Scotch Plains ceremony was
held at the Village Green, at the inter-
section of Park Avenue and Front
Street. The War Memorial at the in-
tersection lists the names of those
from Scotch Plains whose lives were
lost in World War I, II, Korea and
Vietnam.

While 89 Scotch Plains residents
served in WWI, only three lost their
lives. Twenty-four Scotch Plains resi-
dents gave their lives in World War II,
three more in Korea, another three in
Vietnam and three on September 11.
The September 11 memorial is lo-
cated on Plainfield Avenue.

In front of the Fanwood Memorial
Library, a simple plaque is set in
stone listing the 12 names of those
who lost their lives during WW I and
II, the Korean War and Vietnam.

Westfield’s war memorials are scat-
tered around town. The men who lost
their lives during Vietnam are memo-
rialized at the entrance to Memorial
Pool. There’s a small memorial to the
Spanish American War on North Av-

enue. Most notably, the World War I
monument towers above with Cleo,
the Muse of History, watching over
downtown. In 2002, the September
11 memorial became what we all
hoped to be the last of war memorials.

Westfield lost 18 young men in
World War I, another 85 in WW II, 10
in Vietnam, three in Korea and 12 on
September 11.

In typical fashion, the “forgotten
war” – Korea, was forgotten in
Westfield, until Westfield High School
student Kevin Devaney came along.

For his Eagle Scout project, Kevin
has now forever remembered the three
Westfield residents who lost their lives
during the Korean War. Fought from
1950 to 1953, 21 nations fought

against the rise of communism when
North Korea attacked South Korea.

From Westfield, Marine Private
First Class Griswold M. Hill, Jr. was
killed in action on March 1, 1951, he
was 25 years old. Army First Lieuten-
ant Charles Lipphardt was killed in
action on February 13, 1951. Twenty
five year old Army Private First Class
Richard R. Wilson died while miss-
ing in action. These brave men are
now forever remembered in their
hometown.

Kevin who told The Westfield
Leader that he has “always loved
military history” and wants to study
at West Point, said that he realized
that every war fought in the 20th

Special Holiday
Publishing Date

Next week’s edition of the
newspaper will be mailed to sub-
scribers and placed in stores on
Wednesday, November 24, due
to the Thanksgiving Day holiday.

Please submit articles and pho-
tographs by this weekend to en-
sure consideration for publishing
– e-mail to: editor@goleader.com.

Horace Corbin
Publisher
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Raiders Capture 12th
Sectional Championship

Fred K. Lecomte for The Times
NORTH JERSEY, SECTION 2 GROUP 3 CHAMPS…The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
boys’ soccer players under Head Coach Tom Breznitsky include: seniors Billy
Albizati, Chris Annese, A.J. Appezzato, Terrence Charles, Stefano Gaetano, Casey
Hoynes-O’Connor, Chris Huether, Greg Leischner and Sean McNelis; juniors
Anthony Balliatico, Jeff Bell, Mark Ciecura, Matt Fleissner, Sean Young and Joe
Jacobi; sophomore Bryan Meredith;  freshmen Evan Aspell, Jarek Cohen, Robert
Cunningham, Michael Divizio, Brian Hessemer and Tommy Sutter.

By FRED K. LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Times

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood boys’
soccer team, No. 5 in the Star Ledger
Top 20, easily rolled over Middletown
South, 4-1, to capture their 12th
NJSIAA Sectional Championship in
Scotch Plains on October 13.

Heroic performances included
sophomore goalkeeper Bryan
Meredith who halted three shots and
junior midfielder Matt Fleissner who
opened the scoring with a goal in the
first five minutes of the first half.

Sophomore forward Sean Young
had it going with two goals and junior

Jeff Bell was credited with two as-
sists.

The Raiders returned to the battle-
field and defeated No. 6 Ramapo, 1-
0 on November 15, when senior for-
ward Sean McNelis knocked home
the game winner on a throw-in by Jeff
Bell while the transitional defense
was credited with the shut down.

The victory earned the 23-3 Raid-
ers their 11th trip to the title game
against Wall on Friday at 6 p.m. at
The College of New Jersey in Ewing.

The Raiders, who have won seven
state titles are seeking their first since
1998. See the full story on page 11.

Horace R. Corbin and Lauren S. Pass for The Times
FITTING TRIBUTES...Veterans were remembered and honored with ceremonies in Scotch Plains and Fanwood last Thursday. Pictured left, Scotch Plains residents
gathered at the Village Green. Pictured right, the honor guard performed the gun salute at the Fanwood Library.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Times
SPREADING HOPE...Center for Hope opened their new administrative facility
on Raritan Road in Scotch Plains. Pictured, left to right, are: Medical Director Dr.
Chen, volunteer Bobbie Wegrym, Assistant Nurshing Director Barbara Restuccio,
Director of Community Education Diane Coloney and President Robert Coloney.
Below is an artist’s rendering of the new in-patient hospice facility that will be
constructed on the site. Ground is expected to break on the project within the next
year. The new 30-bed facility will be named Peggy’s House of Hope after one of
the non-profit organization’s founders Peggy Coloney.


