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Debarry, Pastel Expert, to Host
Demonstration on November 14

WESTFIELD – Christina Debarry,
pastel expert, will offer a demonstra-
tion of her techniques at the Westfield
Art Association’s (WAA) first meeting

of the 2004 season on Sunday, Novem-
ber 14, from 2 to 4 p.m. in the Commu-
nity Room of the Westfield Municipal
Building at 425 East Broad Street.

The meeting is free and open to the
public. The room is wheelchair acces-
sible.

A lifelong passion for painting, gar-
dening and travel has piqued Debarry’s
interest in painting floral still life and
landscapes.

“As a painter, I react to the ever-
shifting flow of light that touches my
subject matter,” she said.

“The luscious colors change with
every new hour, day and season. I like
to explore the varied shapes, values of
color, textures and structures of the
flowers before me and apply the same
sense of wonder to the spacious vistas
of my landscapes,” she stated.

Debarry studied art at the Newark
School of Fine Arts, New York Univer-
sity, where she received her Bachelor
of Arts degree in Fine Art and was an art
education student.

She also pursued her studies at the
Art Students’ League of New York and
in numerous private studio classes and

workshops.
Debarry has served as President

Emeritus of the Pastel Society of Ameri-
can, Vice President of the Allied Artists
of America. She has been a member of
the Catherine Lorillard Wolfe Art Club,
Pen and Brush and the Salmagundi
Club, American Artists Professional
League and an Audubon Artist.

A pastel painting teacher, Debarry
offers workshops and demonstrations.
She has traveled to China to give dem-
onstrations as a guest of the Chinese
government and has also presented her
work in Canada, Bermuda, France and
Mexico, and throughout the United
States.

Europastel exhibitions in Italy, Rus-
sia, China, France and Taiwan have
confirmed the fact that Debarry is a
remarkable pastel artist.

The artist’s works can be found in
several well-known publications, in-
cluding Pastel Highlights II, reprinted
from American Artist magazine, Basic
Landscaping, The Artists Magazine,
USA Showcase, Pastel Artist Interna-
tional, Floral Inspirations, Rockport
Publishing, Best of Floral Painting,
North Light Books, and the illustra-
tion of the cover of the “Great Ameri-
can Art Works” pastel box.

Debarry has earned several awards,
including the Dianne B. Bernhard Gold
Medal Award in Pastel, Allied Artists of
America at the National Arts Club, the
Gold Medal Art Spirit Foundation Pas-
tel Award, the H.K. Holbein Award,
Pastel Society of America, and the
Audubon Artists, New York City Dis-
tinguished Merit Award.

Highly regarded in the world of pas-
tel artists, she has received three best in
show awards, several awards of excel-
lence and many first place honors.

For more information, please call
Tobia Meyers at (908) 687-2945.

“Journey’s End” by Christina Debarry,
6” x 4”.

Longenbach Will Demonstrate
Drawing Techniques, Concepts
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch

Plains and Fanwood Arts Association
will present a demonstration by Bur-
ton Longenbach following their 7:30
p.m. business meeting at Fanwood
Community House on North Avenue
on Wednesday, November 17.

The artist will present a multi-fac-
eted demonstration focused on good
drawing practices and procedures in
which drawing is viewed as both an
art form and as the essential element
of all representational painting and
sculpture.

Mr. Longenbach will demonstrate
drawing concepts used by artists for
centuries in the Western World and
illustrate good drawing practices that
can be learned or acquired develop-
mentally for the improvement of an
individual’s ability to draw what they
see.

A distinguished local artist and
landscape painter with a Bachelor
of Science degree in Art Education
from Kutztown State University, Mr.
Longenbach also holds a Master’s
Degree in Fine Arts Education from
Columbia University in New York
City.

He taught art in Cranford Public
Schools from 1949 to 1988 and con-
tinued his studies at various work-
shops. He was elected officer and

board member of the New Jersey
Watercolor Society, the New Jersey
Chapter of the American Artist Pro-
fessional League, the Westfield Art
Association and is a member of sev-
eral watercolor societies.

Mr. Longenbach is the recipient of
numerous awards and recommenda-
tions, including the New Jersey Wa-
tercolor Society’s 2000 Silver Medal
of Honor.

For more information, please call
Thomas Yeager at (908) 322-5438.

“Early Snow,” watercolor, 21x29 by
Burt Longenbach.

INTO A MYSTICAL LAND…The children from the cast of the Edison Interme-
diate School fall production, The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe, pictured, left to
right, include: Jessica Harris, Jennifer Dilzell, Zach Connolly and Rapheal Glazov.

Play Based on C.S. Lewis
Classic to Be Staged at EIS

WESTFIELD – Edison Interme-
diate School (EIS) in Westfield will
stage The Lion, the Witch and the
Wardrobe, a play based on the classic
book by C.S. Lewis, on Friday, No-
vember 12, and Saturday, November
13, at 7:30 p.m.

The play tells the story of four
children who find a wardrobe that
leads them to the magical land of
Narnia, where they meet fawns, talk-
ing creatures and a lion, who leads
them against the “Evil White Witch,”
who harshly rules Narnia. The play

culminates in a battle for Narnia.
Tickets for the November 12 and

13 performances are reserved and
cost $5 in advance or $7 at the door.

On Thursday, November 11, a
special afternoon dress rehearsal
performance will be held at 4 p.m.
for elementary school children who
are accompanied by a parent or
guardian. Tickets for the November
11 show are $2 each and will be sold
at the door.

For more information, please call
(908) 789-4489.

Art and Psychology Explored
At Lafayette by Julie Phelan

SERIOUS RESEARCH...Westfield High School graduate Julie Phelan, right,
works with Lafayette College Dana Professor of Psychology Susan Baslow on
various research projects.

WESTFIELD – Last spring, Julie
Phelan, a senior at Lafayette College
in Easton, Pa. and a Westfield resident,
conducted EXCEL student-faculty re-
search on how students’ evaluations of
professors are influenced by the gen-
der of the professor and the student.

This year, Julie, a double-major in
psychology and art, is investigating top-
ics in both of her majors in research for
two yearlong independent honors re-
search projects.

“For my psychology thesis, I’m in-
vestigating mental illness stigma,” said
Julie, whose work is guided by Susan
Basow, Dana Professor of Psychology.

“I’m looking at factors that may con-
tribute to social intolerance of mental
illness,” she said.

Julie noted that individuals who par-
ticipate in her research read a series of
vignettes describing characters with ei-
ther depression, dependence on alco-
hol or “ordinary” problems.

Next, the participants completed a
series of questionnaires that determined
their tolerance for the character, the
extent to which they perceived the char-
acter to be dangerous, and whether they
believed the character had a mental
illness.

“I measured several participant vari-
ables, including social dominance ori-
entation, adherence to traditional gen-
der roles, empathy, and familiarity with
mental illness,” said Julie.

“Not only am I impressed in seeing
how participant gender, character gen-
der, and type of illness affect social
tolerance, I am also exploring which of
the other dependent variables, such as
perceived dangerousness or adherence
to traditional gender roles, may predict
a participant’s tolerance for mental ill-
ness.”

Ms. Basow stated, “In addition to her
work with me on my research, Julie has
developed a complete research project
on her own as an honors thesis.”

“Rather than examining one or two
factors, as most undergraduate hon-
ors students do, Julie decided to ex-
amine several at once,” continued
Ms. Basow. “Rather than examining
one or two factors, as most under-
graduate honors students do, Julie
decided to examine several at once. I
have no doubt that she will do an
outstanding job.”

Julie is exploring the similarities
between written and spoken language
and artistic expression in research
for her art thesis, guided Ed Kerns,
Eugene Clapp, Second, Professor of
Art.

“During high school, as well as the
beginning of my time here at

Lafayette, I was mostly a representa-
tion painter,” said Julie. “Through my
immersion in both the art history and
studio art courses, as well as my stud-
ies in psychology, I became increas-
ingly intrigued by abstract and non-
representational art. In particular,
through my painting this summer, my
discussions with Professor Kerns, and
readings on the subject, I started to
explore the influence of systems in
painting.”

Julie explained that language is com-
posed of smaller components – pho-
nemes – that combine to form meaning
according to its rules or system.

“I plan to explore systemic painting
and how the underlying system of paint-
ing informs the use of line and color to
create a meaningful composition,” she
said. “In addition, I plan to investigate
the importance of interrelationships
among symbols and between the sym-
bol and the system and how this influ-
ences the painting as a whole.”

Julie noted that both research
projects are giving her the opportunity
to become better acquainted with con-
ducting independent research and to
begin to pursue her own research in-
terests.

“She is a leader in the honors group,”
said Professor Kerns. “She’s very well
read and incredibly devoted.”

“I really enjoy painting,” said Julie.
“It is really important to me that I
continue to creatively express myself
through painting. I’m excited about
every aspect of my thesis – reading
books and essays on abstract art theory,
discussing my ideas and my paintings
with my professors and peers, and most
importantly, spending time in front of
the canvas.”

Julie said that both of her mentors,
Ms. Basow and Professor Kerns, have
proven to be caring and highly quali-
fied.

“Dr. Basow is interested in my re-
search, my studies and my future. She
has been and continues to be invaluable
as an advisor as she aids me with my
thesis and in the graduate school pro-
cess,” she said.

Julie added that she is “very lucky”
to be working with Mr. Kerns.

“He takes an active interest in my
paintings and challenges me to do my
best work. Plus, I really enjoy talking
with him both about paintings and in
general.

A graduate of Westfield High School,
Julie has been a teacher’s assistant and
psychology lab assistant for Ms. Basow
and was on the executive board of the
arts society. She also participates in
club field hockey.
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Ray: Hip, Hop for Ray

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
3 POPCORNS

A good biopic tells us as much about
the times the subject lived in as it does
about the personality in question. The
celluloid oozes with period, place and
temperament. On this count, Ray, about
the legendary Ray Charles, is a clear
winner.

Furthermore, a good biopic features
a lead actor who not only mimics to a
tee the protagonist, but also opens an
enlightening window to his or her mo-
tivation and character. On this count,
Jamie Foxx’s stunning portrayal never
fails to amaze and satisfy.

But here’s the “but.” In order for a
biopic to be truly great, not only must it
do all off the above, but it must also be
conceived with a style and energy of
such high note that it suggests the film-
maker himself may one day be an apt
subject for biographical treatment.

On this count, whether up to the
challenge or not, director Taylor
Hackford demurs. So, while we come
away thoroughly entertained, informed
and even surprised at how quickly the
two hours and 32 minutes flew by, we
don’t exeunt wowed.

The irony is that Charles, the multi-
faceted musical pioneer who carved
himself an esteemed place in R & B,
country western and rock, never took
the easy way. As if being born black and
poor and then becoming blind at age
seven weren’t challenge enough, the
emerging musician then chose to fash-
ion a career completely on his own
terms, more often than not going against
the established grain. We’re all the bet-
ter for it, too.

Unfortunately, Hackford prefers it
uncomplicated, opting for the tried and
true rather than the risky, abstract and
experimental. Which brings us to an-
other notion about conventional biopics.
Loose ends are avoided. There is a
fondness for showing how poetic jus-
tice has an influence in almost all hu-
man affairs. Ray is no exception.

It’s evidenced in how his songs are
woven throughout the movie. Such is
the film’s chosen structure. Exhilarat-
ingly reminded of the entertainer’s star
studded body of work, one great song
after the next, practically each hit is
provided as confirmation of his revolu-
tionary musical insight. It gets a mite
mechanical.

Further gilding the metaphoric lily,
perhaps it’s a tad too romantic to suggest
that Charles’ rare genius was in some part
a function of his heightened awareness.
All the same, it works like gangbusters.
There’s a sublime flashback scene when
the suddenly blind youngster, purposely
unaided by a sharecropping single Mom
(Sharon Warren) bent on her child fend-
ing for himself, tracks a bug walking
across the floor. We are practically over-
whelmed when he faces upward and says,
“I hear you too, Momma.”

From this watershed, his discoveries
grow. He’s already shown an aptitude for
the piano, learned at the knee of an old
timer. Now he has the gumption. He’ll be
able to wend his way though the world.

Fanciful? Maybe. But the fact
stands. Whether it’s attached to what
may or may not be some convenient
dramatic mechanisms, we’re left with
no doubt. Charles ultimately devel-
oped a musical vision uniquely his
own.

Foxx does a great thing in etching
his character. If writer James L.
White’s biography is accurate,
Charles was a musician first, but with
an astute businessman sharing his
wardrobe. Hence his decisions, even
about love relationships, are calcu-
lated and unsentimental. And that’s
just how Foxx plays him…practical
with a vengeance.

Sure enough, when the wealthy and
established star fires an old cohort, the
idealist in us can’t help but think it cold.
However, by this point in the doings
we’re somewhat inured to the singer’s
pragmatic focus. Courtesy of Foxx,

we’ve learned to watch life not through
tricked eyes. But rather, we view the
human comedy with the hardnosed ex-
perience of someone who has passion-
ately honed the survival instinct into an
art form, equaled in its determination
only by his music. Generally splendid
supporting performances further buoy
his interpretation.

The award-worthy art direction is a
close second to the thespic effort in
helping relate the tale. It’s a grand meld-
ing of good old-fashioned set construc-
tion, snazzy costume design and high-
tech computer razzmatazz. For car col-
lectors, the antique autos alone, used to
both indicate era and inform how well
the band is doing monetarily, are prac-
tically worth the price of admission.

Then there’s the wonderful music
itself, punctuating the drama, keeping
things afloat with a hit parade of memo-
rable favorites. Problem is, doing the
traditional thing to a fault, Hackford
would have us believe that for every
heartbreaking thing that happened to
Charles, from failing to save his drown-
ing little brother to being busted for
heroin use, a sad song was inspired.

Likewise, an upbeat tune accompa-
nies each bit of good news, from meet-
ing and marrying the long-suffering
Della Bea Robinson (Kerry Washing-
ton) to signing with the ever-supportive
Ahmet Ertegun (Curtis Armstrong) and
Jerry Wexler (Richard Schiff) at Atlan-
tic Records.

It’s a comforting notion, that there’s an
observable connection between life and
creative endeavor. Fact is, try as some
scholars have to lasso the gift, there is no
scientific key to creativity. Good thing,
too. Otherwise a few big corporations
would probably corner all the good ideas
and charge us dear for their use.

Nope, art remains a mystery. But,
knowing that, the unwritten rule is you
have to give it the old college try anyway.
You’re still artistically obligated to con-
jecture what motivates a talent. It has to
be something better than an opposite
and equal reaction for each action.

Granted, Hackford does offer a fairly
well realized, recurring psychological
theme to explain not only Charles’s out-
look on life, but also his drug use, shrewd
business sense and perhaps even his blind-
ness. It makes for superb watching. Still,
we suspect Ray never does unchain the
big secrets at the heart of its story.

** ** ** ** **
Ray, rated PG-13, is a Universal

Pictures release directed by Taylor
Hackford and stars Jamie Foxx, Kerry
Washington and Sharon Warren. Run-
ning time: 152 minutes.

Playwrights Contest Slated
By County Theater Project

CRANFORD – The Theater Project,
Union County College’s (UCC) profes-
sional theater company, has reported its
Third Annual Young Playwrights Com-
petition, “New Artists Showcase.”

The contest was made possible by a
donation from Linden screenwriter and
novelist Bill Mesce, Jr. of The Advocate
and Bantam Books.

The contest is open to students in
Union County enrolled in grades nine
to 12. Scripts at any stage of completion
are eligible. The deadline for submis-
sions is January 31, 2005. There is a $5
entry fee.

First, second and third prizewinners
will receive $600, $400 and $20 U.S.
Savings Bonds. The winning scripts will
be honored with script-in-hand perfor-
mances during AT&T Family Week at the
theater in March of 2005, when profes-
sional theatres in New Jersey offer free
programming for young people. The
bonds will be presented at that time.

To facilitate entry into the competi-
tion, playwriting workshops will be of-
fered in early January by award-win-
ning playwright Jewel Seehaus-Fisher,
whose Wilde Night in the Rockies was
produced by The Theater Project in 2003.

It is not necessary for a participant to
attend a workshop in order to enter the

contest, however the workshops are offered
to encourage more young people to partici-
pate.

The Theater Project’s programs are
made possible by grants from the New
Jersey State Council on the Arts, the
Geraldine R. Dodge Foundation, UCC
Foundation, and by the generosity of J.
Edward Cecala and Marion Curka.

The guidelines are as follows: origi-
nal work only, no adaptations; work
that has been previously produced or
work-shopped will not be accepted.

In addition, all submissions must be at
least 10, but no more than 30 pages in length
(excerpts of longer work are acceptable).
Scripts must be typed in play format. Only
one entry per author is permitted.

All entrants must be Union County
residents attending secondary school.
Entries must be postmarked by January
31, 2005. All entries must include a
self-addressed, stamped envelope, a 50-
word biography of the author, includ-
ing contact information, and the $5
entrance fee. Check or money order
may be payable to The Theater Project.

Checks should be mailed to The The-
ater Project, Union County College, 1033
Springfield Avenue, Cranford 07016.
For more information, please call
Seehaus-Fisher at (732) 572-7340.

NJPAC Events to Feature
Local Young Musicians
AREA — The New Jersey Per-

forming Arts Center (NJPAC),
New Jersey Music Educators As-
sociation and the International As-
sociation for Jazz Education –
New Jersey Chapter will present
instrumental and vocal music per-
formed by local young musicians
on Friday and Sunday, November
12 and 14.

Trumpet player Christopher
Velderman of Westfield, a stu-
dent at Westfield High School,
will perform in the All-State Jazz
Band.

Other young musicians will in-
clude Freddi Mack of
Mountainside, a student at Gover-
nor Livingston High School, as well
as Westfield High School students
Phil Anton, Allison Siko, Alyson
Tieman and Nicholas Williams.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School students Matthew
Capodicasa, Eddie Han, Stephen
Carroll and Abraham Hiatt, all of
Scotch Plains, and Samuel Slaugh
of Fanwood, will also perform in
concert.

For ticket information, please
call (888) GO-NJPAC or visit
www.njpac.org.

The King and I Will Make
Royal Appearance at Deerfield

MOUNTAINSIDE — Deerfield
School in Mountainside will present
the Rodgers and Hammerstein mu-
sical The King and I on Friday and
Saturday evenings, November 19 and
20, at 7 p.m. in the Deerfield School
gym/auditorium.

There will be a special open dress
rehearsal, which is free of charge for
senior citizens on Thursday evening,
November 18, beginning at 6:30 p.m.

The King and I, which Deerfield
School is presenting is an adaptation
for pre-high school students, and is
fully staged and choreographed with
live music.

Students in grades six through
eight perform the lead adult roles in
the show, and students in grades three
to five perform the children’s roles.
Some fifth graders are in the chorus
as well as in the great pantomime
scene of “The Small House of Uncle
Thomas.”

Eighth graders Kristen Morgan
and Samantha Steinberg are double
cast in the role of Anna for the
Deerfield production of The King
and I. Both girls were leads in last
year’s Into the Woods production at
the school.

Gabriel Rodrigues, who played the
role of the baker in Into the Woods is
King. Michelle Burdi as Tuptim and
Dylan Turner as Lun Tha are the
Burmese lovers; Erica Hochman is
Lady Thiang; and David Boyce is
Kralahome.

Other lead players include
Danielle Fine, Elizabeth Hennings,
Jasmine Chan, Eric Whyte, Alex
Bregman, Zachary Kahn, Patrick
Eichner, Tom Black, Laura Pisano,
Erica Gennaro, Lauren Trimarco,
Rebecca Witt, Christina Capriglione,
and Ciana Martinez. Chorus and
dancers include Colleen Tedesco,
Ellisa Goldberg, Jesse Kline, Caitlyn
Williams, Lynn Bager, Scotland
Preston, Stephanie Scofield, Lauren
Wagner, Austin Worst, Lillian
Barreto, Alexandria Korba, Cassie

Kinney, Jackie Wells, Diane Jlelaty,
Amelia Christoffers, David Perasso,
Michael McGee,  Dylan
Cunningham and Tim Black.

The children’s chorus (grades three
to five): Matthew Haggar, Andrew
Barreto, Kevin Connolly, Tremearne
Hotz, Viana Cardiellos, Isabelle
Perrin, Jessica Longo, Megan Fedey,
Francesca Najdien, Nicole
Locorriere, Jessica Leonardis, Sara
Dickert, Marissa Haggar, Jenna
Barbera, Craig Thomas and Breanne
Black.

Jeannette Ferrell Maraffi, music
specialist at Deerfield School, is the
director and musical director of this
show. This is her 10th show at
Deerfield School.

Molly McCloskey Barber of
Westfield is assistant director of the
show and has choreographed several
scenes with the cast. Maraffi and
Barber have collaborated before on
musicals at Deerfield, including
Oliver, The Sound of Music, Guys
and Dolls, and Barnum. They also
directed Big River at Edison Inter-
mediate School in Westfield and the
Bicentennial Show for the town of
Westfield.

All tickets are $5 for Friday and
Saturday evenings. Performances be-
gin at 7 p.m. Refreshments will be
available for purchase.

For more information, please call
(908) 232-8828, extension no. 324.

Maplewood Arts Center
To Host Crafts Show, Sale

AREA — 1978, Maplewood’s com-
munity center for the visual arts, will
host the Holiday Fine Crafts Show &
Sale for the third year on Saturday and
Sunday, November 13 and 14, from 11
a.m. to 5 p.m., at 1978 Springfield Av-
enue at the corner of Broadview.

The show will feature a wide variety
of fine crafts, and a portion of the pro-
ceeds will be used to benefit program-
ming at the center.

Returning this year are Thea Clark
with fine metal, gemstones and enamel
jewelry, Ashley Lannigan with silver
jewelry, and Rose Flanagan, with hand
bags and beaded jewelry.

Local artist Wayne Sullivan will show
small sculpture and functional pieces,
and Amma Ogan will have hats and
jewelry. Susan Brauner has a variety of
handmade quilts and pillows, and
Cassandra George returns with hand-
worked dolls and totems.

New to the show this year is Nancy
Tobin, who works with quilts, Black-
berry Goddess Botanicals with hand-
made natural soaps and lotions, and
Platypus Pottery.

Admission is free, and the artists will
be on hand to talk about their work.

For more information on 1978, please
call the center at (973) 763-6052.

Coming Soon:
• Susan Dougherty reviews

Honk! by the Rainbow Experi-
ence;

• Brad Tinfow offers his cri-
tique of the next Westfield Sym-
phony concert.

• Juxtapose Gallery launches
new works by Helen Frank of
Springfield.

• Marylou Morano dishes up
new Thanksgiving literature.


