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Alumni Association Will
Welcome Police Chief Zyla

SCOTCH PLAINS – Scotch
Plains Police Chief Mark Zyla, a
1977 graduate of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School (SPFHS),
will be the guest speaker at the next
meeting of the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Alumni Association on
Tuesday, November 16, at 7:30 p.m.
at SPFHS, Room 101.

Nat’l Marconi Science Award
Applications Now Accepted
AREA – Applications are cur-

rently being accepted for the 2005
UNICO National Marconi Science
Award, which will be bestowed at
ceremonies on March 19, 2005 at
UNICO National’s board meeting
in Fort Lauderdale, Fla.

The applicant must be a full-time
resident and citizen of the U.S., of
Italian descent and be involved in
the physical sciences, such as elec-
tronics, physics, chemistry, etc.

The award was established in
1995 to annually recognize a living
scientist who exemplifies Marconi’s
scientific and creative accomplish-
ments through their own life
achievements.

Applications will be judged on a
number of factors, including edu-
cation, area of expertise, patents,
publications, awards and a brief
written essay.

The application is available by
calling UNICO National at (973)
808-0035 or on the UNICO Na-
tional website at www.unico.org.
The deadline for submission of com-

pleted applications is Friday, Feb-
ruary 4, 2005 and the winner will be
notified by February 18, 2005.

UNICO National is the largest Ital-
ian-American service organization
in the United States with local chap-
ters across the country. The Marconi
Science Award is one of the national
awards and scholarships, which the
organization bestows annually.

For more information, please call
Andre Di Mino, Chairman of the
Marconi Science Award Commit-
tee by e-mail at andre@unico.org
or (201) 767-6040.

HAPPY HATTERS…Wesley Hall Nursery School students participated in a trick or
treat adventure. In preparation for the event, they received a derby that was decorated
at home with a family member. Next, on their designated day and time, they donned
their derbies and traveled to different decorated stations in the school to receive
Halloween treats. Tours of the school, which is housed in the First United Methodist
Church in Westfield, are currently offered before February’s registration for the
2005-2006 school year. To schedule an appointment, please call (908) 233-9570.

Mock Elections Staged
At Franklin Elementary

BACK IN TIME…On Election Day, fifth graders from Franklin Elementary
School in Westfield created a “living” wax museum and dressed as famous people
connected to the office of the presidency or women’s suffrage. The museum was
on display while a mock presidential election was being held at the school.
Pictured, left to right, are: standing, Allie Rubin, Tori Bonsall, Sabrina Greene,
Ashley Simmons, Caroline Zee, Sarah Panayiotou, Ryan Fleming, Alex Williams
and Alex Bond; and kneeling, Tommy Walsh, Tom Ramage, Chris Walsh and
Nick Ertman.

WESTFIELD – Fifth graders at
Franklin Elementary School in
Westfield held a school-wide presi-
dential election on Election Day,
which resulted in a tie vote for George
W. Bush and John Kerry. Both candi-
dates received exactly 254 votes from
the pupils.

The election was held as part of the
social studies unit, organized by fifth
grade teachers Karen Fowler and
Kathy Stamberger.

In preparation for the election, one
group of students registered children in
grades one to five to vote, and built a
polling booth. They also created post-
ers that urged students to vote for either
President Bush or Senator Kerry. Then,
they prepared an easy-to-read ballot.

On Election Day, the students
checked that each child was regis-
tered and voted only one time.

An additional group of students
arranged a “living” wax museum,
which was on display while the elec-
tion was being held. The students had
researched an important person con-
nected with the office of the presi-
dency or women’s suffrage movement.

They dressed as that person and
stood in the school lobby. When mu-
seum visitors pressed a button on the
participants’ shirts, the “wax charac-
ters” spoke about themselves.

A third group of students researched
and debated important issues on four
levels: international, national, local
and educational. Topics ranged from
global questions about endangered
animals to a debate about whether
students should be able to choose
their own teachers.

A fourth group of pupils used their
technology and research skills to create
an illustrated glossary of terms relating
to elections and democracy, while a
fifth group formed a book club and read
“The Kid Who Ran For President” by
Dan Gutman. The students created a
computer slide show based on the book.

German, SPFHS Pupils
Reap Several Benefits

From Exchange Program
By MARYLOU MORANO

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — A five-day
trip to Washington, D.C., Hallow-
een festivities and the excitement of
an American presidential election
were among the highlights of a three-
week visit by 10 German high school
students to Scotch Plains and
Fanwood.

The trips were part of a student
exchange program sponsored by the
German American Partnership Pro-
gram (GAPP), and reciprocated the
visits to Germany of eight Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School
(SPFHS) students this past summer.

The German students arrived in
Washington, D.C. on October 23,
and in Scotch Plains-Fanwood on
October 28. All of pupils attend the
Sriedrich Ebert Gymnasium located
in Sandhausen, Germany, which is
20 minutes outside of Heidelberf in
the state of Baden Wuerttenberg.

This year’s student exchange was
the fourth such event organized by
Patricia Mennitt, a German teacher
at SPFHS for 11 years. She was
assisted by Tanya Stevenson, Ger-
man teacher at Terrill Middle School.

“The GAPP program is unique and
different from other programs in that
its main focus is the immersion into
family and school life,” said Ms.
Mannitt, who added that the students
from both countries were required to
attend school with their hosts.

SPFHS students were matched
with their German counterparts
through a questionnaire which asked
about personalities and hobbies,
among other things.

Jennifer Bauer of Scotch Plains
was matched with Stella Schneider,
who was most intrigued by the
American school system, which she
thought was easier than her school
back home. She also took note of the
difference in classroom styles be-
tween her homeland and SPFHS.

“In Germany we stay in one class-
room and the teachers come to us.
Here the students move around
more,” she commented.

Stella also noticed the construc-
tion of American houses, which she
said resembled “doll houses.”

When Jennifer visited Stella in
Germany, she was fascinated by the
German way of life, especially meal
times.  “In Germany eating is a social
and communal event,” she explained.
“Here it is more grab and go.”

“Both girls have discovered that
they are more alike than they are
different,” said Jennifer’s mother,
Nancy Bauer, who with her hus-
band, Dr. Fritz Bauer, hosted Stella
at their home.

“It’s one thing to experience the
German culture in a classroom, and
another to experience it first-hand
— immersed in everyday life with a
family,” said Stevenson, who ac-
companied Mannitt, as a chaperone
when SPFHS students visited Ger-
many last summer.

During their stay, the German stu-
dents and their American hosts vis-
ited Philadelphia, New York City,
the Statue of Liberty and Ellis Is-
land. In addition, they toured
Princeton University. The students
departed Newark Liberty Airport for
home on November 7.

McKinley Elementary Cuts
Ribbon on New Playground

NEW PLAYGROUND…A special Halloween treat for the McKinley Elemen-
tary School children including cutting the ribbon on their brand new play-
ground purchased by the Parent-Teacher Organization (PTO). Pictured, left to
right, are: front row, the top three student winners of the money-raising Play-
a-Thon Olympics, Griffin Embry, Elizabeth Steller and Marisa Lombardi; and
back row, Fourth Ward Councilman James Foerst, PTO Playground Commit-
tee Chairperson Tim Herzog, PTO President Lisa Black-Polak and McKinley
Principal Claudia Andreski.

WESTFIELD – Students from
McKinley Elementary School in
Westfield helped cut the ribbon to
signify the opening of their brand
new playground during an official
ceremony after the school’s Hal-
loween parade on October 29.

Attendees included McKinley
parents, teachers, staff and children,
as well as many members of the
surrounding community.

The installation of the new play-
ground, which was held shortly af-
ter the school reopened for classes
in September, marked the end of a
year-long targeted fundraiser by the
school’s Parent-Teacher Organiza-
tion (PTO).

PTO Playground Committee
Chairman Tim Herzog opened the
ceremony by congratulating the
McKinley community for their
fundraising efforts. The majority of
the funds were raised during the
school’s Play-a-Thon Olympics,
sponsored by the PTO in May.

McKinley Principal Claudia
Andreski addressed the audience,
reminding them that the true pur-
pose of the project was to enrich the
lives of the schoolchildren.

Fourth Ward Councilman James
Foerst and the student champions
from the Play-a-Thon, Griffin
Embry, Marisa Lombardi and Eliza-
beth Stellar, cut the ribbon.

PTO President Lisa Black-Polak
closed the event by thanking all of
the PTO members from this year
and previous years who worked to
help the playground project come
to fruition. She also thanked the
members of the Westfield commu-
nity who contributed to the
fundraising efforts.

“Out with the old, in with the
new” was the PTO’s fundraising
slogan. The old playground was
broken, run-down and unsafe. The
new, colorful equipment includes a
zip-line, rock climber, double-twirl-
ing slides and slide poles.

American Education Week
Marked at Library and HS

SCOTCH PLAINS – In honor of
American Education Week, No-
vember 15 to 19, the Scotch Plains
and Fanwood public libraries will
host showcases of student work.

Each school principal, from the
eight district schools and St.
Bartholomew’s School, has se-
lected choice pieces to represent
the work of their student body.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School Principal Dr. David Heisey
will mark the week by hosting a
tour of the high school on Tues-
day, November 16, at 9 a.m.

He will open the tour with a
brief introduction to the high
school followed by small group
tours led by members of the Stu-
dent Government Association.

The high school is located at
667 Westfield Road in Scotch
Plains and the tour is open to the
public.

For more information on Ameri-
can Education Week events, please
call  Margaret  Ames,  Parent-
Teacher Association Council Vice-
President at (908) 322-5805 or e-
mail Ameseast@comcast.net.

K E N @ • P L A C E • S C H O O L

A LL SCHOOL OPE N HOU S E • N U RS E RY–G RADE 12

Open House Program

Kent Place School • 42 Norwood Avenue • Summit, NJ  07902–0308 • 908.273.0900 • www.kentplace.org

Kent Place School is an all-girls K through 12 independent college-preparatory 
day school with a co-educational nursery and pre-kindergarten program.

1:00 - 1:15 | Refreshments & Registration

1:15 - 2:00 |  Information Session

2:00 - 3:00 | Tours

You’re invited to experience 
a school where girls are focused, 

self-reliant, and leading the way.

Sunday, November 14 , 2004, 1-3 p.m.

Tutoring / Coaching
for Teens & Adults

Writing: papers, speeches
Speaking/Communication Skills

Interviewing Skills
Selecting a Career

Designing Your Life

Gail Cassidy, M.A.
(N.J Certification)     908 654-5216

http://www.coachability.com

Individual or

Small Group

Ryan Burslem Earns
Rush Rhees Scholarship

WESTFIELD – Ryan Burslem, a
graduate of Westfield High School, re-
ceived a Rush Rhees Scholarship at the
University of Rochester in New York.

Named for the university’s third
president, this grant is given to high-
ability students who score at least
1,350 on the SAT or a composite of
31 or better on the ACT tests.

The scholarship is renewable each
year of college.

Ryan, an entering freshman and
the son of Donna Burslem, is a
Westfield resident.

Wesley Hall Nursery School
1 East Broad St., Westfield

Morning & Afternoon Sessions for Ages 21/2 to 4+.
Team Teaching by Experienced Teachers.
Spacious Indoor & Outdoor Play Areas.
Lunch & Enrichment Classes Available.

We are entering our 53rd year of providing
quality programming for the pre-school child!

(908) 233 - 9570

Call Mon. - Fri. Between
9 - 2 to Schedule a Tour

of  our Facility.

Open Registration
Begins Feb. 7, 2005.

520 South Avenue 
Westfield, NJ 07090

908.301.0800 

44 Elm Street
Westfield, NJ 07090

908.518.9333

www.townbank.com

I N S U R E D

*APY = Annual Percentage Yield. $1,000.00 minimum to open. Substantial penalty for
early withdrawal. Offer for a limited time only and subject to change without notice.

“Over the Top”
CD Rates!

2 %
APY.75

Ask us about our other
great CD rates and terms.

Check out our 18-month CD

Hurry–
Limited Time Only!

*

Joseph Schiavo Attends
Leadership Conference

Joseph Schiavo

SCOTCH PLAINS – Joseph
Schiavo, 14, a freshman at Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High
School (SPFHS) was se-
lected to attend the Na-
tional Youth Leaders State
Conference (NYLSC)
from October 21 to 24 in
East Brunswick.

NYLSC is a leader-
ship development pro-
gram aimed at ninth
grade students who dis-
tinguish themselves
from their peers with
leadership potential and
a history of academic
achievement.

The theme of the conference was
Courageous Leadership, and as such,
Joseph and his fellow participants
worked toward building a “toolkit” of
strategies to help successfully dream,
create and implement plans that will
change how they view their role as

leaders in their communities.
“The steps each person takes in

discovering his or her
own leadership
strengths can be a very
personal process,” said
Mike Lasday, Executive
Director of the Congres-
sional Youth Leadership
Council (CYLC), the or-
ganization that sponsors
NYLSC.

“The National Young
Leaders State Confer-
ence will help students
like Joseph get at the
heart of their innate tal-
ents and skills, and will

also help them identify how best they
can serve within their communities,”
he concluded.

Joseph is a member of the SPFHS
Marching Band, where he plays the
trumpet. He is also active in local Boy
Scout Troop 111 in Scotch Plains.


