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LOCKERY SCORES TWICE, LAFORGE SCORES ONCE

Farmer Footballers Capitalize
On Raider Miscues, Win, 27-20

DELDUCA GETS 72-YARD TD; DOWLING, 12 TACKLES

No. 9 Minutemen Paralyze
Blue Devil Footballers, 55-7

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

First half miscues and mental mis-
takes put the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School football Raiders in a
hole a little too deep to dig out of at
the home of the Union Farmers on
November 5. The Farmers, hungry
for a playoff berth, took advantage of
a bad snap on a punt, a feeble eight-
yard punt, a fumble recovery on
Raider turf and two sacks to take a 20-
0 first-half lead then held on in the
second half to secure a 27-20 victory.

Due to the miscues, the 4-4 Raid-
ers, who already qualified for a play-
off berth, sputtered miserably in the
first half, totaling only 29 yards on
the ground and 18 in the air. Their
mental direction changed so drasti-
cally in the second half, that by game’s
end, the Raiders totaled 202 yards on
the ground and quarterback Dan
LaForge, who rushed for 60 yards on
nine carries, including a two-yard
touchdown (TD) run, completed eight
of 14 passes for 82 yards, including a
13-yard TD pass.

Halfback Lakiem Lockery chewed
up 74 of his 108 yards rushing in the
second half, including a four-yard
TD run, and had a 13-yard TD recep-
tion. Wide receivers Colin Weber had
four receptions for 51 yards, includ-
ing a brilliant leaping snag for 27
yards that led to a TD, and Sean Smith

had one for eight yards. Lockery had
two receptions for 11 yards and Mike
DiNizo had one for 12 yards.

“They (Union) played with urgency
at the beginning. I don’t think we
were focused. That’s my job! I tried
to impress upon them that they were
going to fight like a caged animal and
they will come out and do everything
to survive,” said Raider Head Coach
Steve Ciccotelli.

Farmer linebacker/end Kandon Bur-
ton recovered a fumble on the Raiders’
three-yard line after a bad snap that led
to the first TD with 9:36 left in the first
quarter when Chris DeAndrea ran in
on the Farmers’ first offensive play.
After the Raiders’ eight-yard punt gave
the Farmers possession on the Raider
36, Burton later scored the second TD
with 3:35 left in the half on a 23-yard
reception. The third TD of the half was
set up by linebacker Joe Rodriguez’
fumble recovery on the Raider 20.
Four plays later, Luis Coral scam-
pered in from the five with just 12
seconds remaining.

With 5:38 left in the third quarter,
Farmer quarterback Matt Melody (5
for 9 for 126 yards, 2 TDs) connected
with Paul Harper for a 64-yard TD
play. On that play, Harper cut across
the middle seven yards beyond the
line of scrimmage then hooked down
the left sideline.

The Raiders responded with an

eight-play 65-yard march that ended
with LaForge’s two-yard TD keeper
with 1:35 remaining in the third. With
6:21 left in the game, Lockery slipped
in from the four after an 11-play 52-
yard march. The final TD came when
the Raiders moved the ball 80 yards
on 10 plays to score with 53 seconds
on the clock, highlighted by Weber’s
spectacular catch and Lockery’s 13-
yard TD reception.

An onside kick attempt was recov-
ered by the Farmers, who knelt on
first down to run out the clock.

“They threw some wrinkles at us
then we adjusted and handled them,
but we ran out of time. We seem to be
playing to the level of our teams,”
said Ciccotelli. “Sometimes, kids have
no concept, a sense of urgency of
time. They have no concept that they
must get things done on time. That’s
something, as coaches, we try to im-
press on them. We laid an egg today!”
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood   0   0   6 14 20
Union   7 13   7   0 27

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Misfortune for the Westfield High
School football team continued to
happen when No. 9-ranked Elizabeth
marched into Westfield on November
6 and dealt the Blue Devils a 55-7
defeat. The Minutemen scored four
touchdowns in the first half and four
in the second half.

Senior halfback Tom DelDuca pro-
vided the only sparkling moment for
the Blue Devils with a 72-yard touch-
down (TD) run. Senior tight end Bryan
Power had a 93-yard kickoff return but
was denied his reward on a holding
penalty. Senior linebacker Marc
Dowling racked up 12 tackles and
senior center Kyle Clark had seven.
Tight End Matt Ince and tackle Stewart
Cowles had five each. Mike Finne and
Paul Goldweitz made three each.

“Coming in, we knew that this
would probably be a loss, but we
pretty much put our hearts into the
game. Although they scored on a lot
of big plays and put a lot of points on
the board, we never gave up.” said
DelDuca. “The good thing about our
defense was that they (Elizabeth) had
to turn to a lot of their tricks to score.
That was one positive we got out of

this. I like to think that the younger
guys understand that I never take my
heart out of the game and I’m always
in there to win it, regardless and that
TD proved it.”

The Minutemen’s first score came
when David Newsom returned a punt
54 yards for a TD, with 9:31 in the
first quarter. The extra point failed.

On their possession, everything
seemed to go according to plan for
the Blue Devils as fullback Richard
Stewart, DelDuca, Brandon Simmons
and Andrew Shaffer marched for 46-
yards on nine plays to put the ball on
the Minutemen 31. Unfortunately, a
sack spoiled the march.

Elizabeth added 21-points in the
second quarter. The first was an eight-
yard TD burst by quarterback Garry
Warren at 10:58. After Power’s 93-
yard kickoff return for a TD was
negated due to a holding penalty, the
Minutemen tallied another TD when
Kahim Sturgis, on an option play,
raced 56-yards to pay dirt. The Min-
utemen added their third TD of the
quarter when Warren faked the
handoff, eluded several tacklers and
sped 17 yards to the end zone. A good
PAT made the score 27-0.

In the third quarter, Warren had an

81-yard kickoff return for a TD with
11:34 on the clock. Less than seven
minutes later, Warren picked off jun-
ior quarterback Chris Cassett’s pass
and galloped 17 yards to pay dirt.

Elizabeth’s next TD came in the
fourth quarter when backup quarter-
back Mike Eargle pushed the ball in
from the ten. Westfield’s last attempt
from being shutout was rewarded
when Power took the kickoff to the
23-yard line. Then, moments later,
DelDuca maneuvered off-tackle and
dashed 72 yards for the TD.

“There was a giant hole right off
the bat and I saw Dowling making a
block on my left. After that, I saw an
open field and took it to the house,”
said DelDuca.

Elizabeth closed out the scoring on
a one-yard TD by Basim Hudeen.

“They had a lot of great individual
talent and came up with some great
plays. Offensively, our line showed
great improvement and we opened up
a lot of holes,” said Stewart. “We had
a sophomore QB in there for his first
start and he did very well. We worked
hard on our inside running game and
it paid off.”
Elizabeth   6 21 14 14 55
Westfield   0   0   0   7 7

County High School
Football Results:

NOVEMBER 5:
Plainfield 26, Bridgewater-
Raritan 14

Aaron Hale scored TD runs of three,
seven and six yards for the 3-5 Cardi-
nals.
Plainfield   0   6   0 20 26
Bridgewater   0   7   0   7 14

North Plainfield 13, Rahway 7
Andre Neblett had a 47-yard TD

run for 6-2 Rahway.
Rahway   7   0   0   0   0 7
N. Plainfield   0   0   0   7   6 13

NOVEMBER 6:
Cranford 28, Irvington 25

Jamar Ingram grabbed TD passes
of eight and 33 yards and had a 38-
yard TD interception for the 7-1 Cou-
gars.
Cranford   7 14   7   0 28
Irvington 13   6   6   0 25

New Providence 55, Highland
Park 0

Scott Savarese and James Muench
each scored two TDs for the 7-1 Pio-
neers.
N. Providence 20 21   7   7 55
Highland Park   0   0   0   0 0

Linden 48, East Side 0
O’Neil Thomas had two TD inter-

ceptions for 5-3 Linden.
East Side   0   0   0   0 0
Linden   0 27 21   0 48

SCOTCH PLAINS                  $875,000

New 3,750 sq. ft. custom Colonial being built with top of the line amenities.  This home features five
bedrooms, 3 and 1/2 baths, eat-in country kitchen, formal dining room, fireplace in living room, maids
quarters.  The master bedroom includes dressing room, fireplace, full bath w/jacuzzi & walk-in closet.
Hardwood floors throughout.  Work with builder to custom build your own home.  (052009929)

WESTFIELD                                                                                                    $549,000
Classic Brick Ranch - Three bedrooms, two full baths.  Eat-In kitchen, formal dining room.  Fireplace in living room.
Hardwood floors.  Enjoy the all weather Florida room with built in barbeque.  1st Floor Laundry, extra large three car
garage.  Family room and office in finished basement.  Central Air & two zone heating.  New Providence Rd. to rt on
Birch Hill to rt on Old Tote to Poplar Ave. #1287  (052009626)

WESTFIELD                    $1,750,000

Lovely home in the Indian Forest section of town.  This charming home boasts four bedrooms, two and
one half beautifully updated baths.  Spacious living room with vaulted ceiling and woodburning fireplace.
Formal dining room, updated kitchen, and stunning family room.  Tranquil setting on over 1/3 acre.  A
great place to call home.  (052009832)

WESTFIELD                       $569,000
8 Room Colonial / Split Level tucked away on a quiet street.  Beautifully updated with three year old high-end eat-in
kitchen, family room, office and large finishable basement.  Hardwood floors, central air, vinyl siding and cedar
fenced yard with brick patio.  (052009842)

Pristine BeautyOpen House: Sunday 11/14, 12-4PM

Wychwood - New ConstructionHenry West Built

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SWEEPING RIGHT FOR A GAIN…Raider quarterback Dan LaForge rushed
for 60 yards, including an 18-yard keeper, against the Union Farmers. LaForge
also completed eight passes for 82 yards, including a 13-yard TD strike to halfback
Lakiem Lockery.

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PLENTY OF TIME ON DEFENSE…The Blue Devils spent plenty of time on defense in the game against the 8-0 Elizabeth
Minutemen. Defensive tackle, junior Peter Protogiannis, No. 73, smothers the Minuteman ball carrier.


