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WHS Class of 1939

Memoirs From World War II
By HORACE R. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Editor’s Note: The following ex-
cerpts are from the publication in
1994 of the 55th reunion of The
Westfield High School Class of 1939.
The complete document is available
at www.goleader.com/ whs1939.

* * * * *
December 7, 1941, and our entry

into World War II changed the lives of
WHS 1939 in ways none of us could
have imagined. We will be forever
indebted to those who rose to the
challenges of the war and gave their
lives in the process. Seven of our
classmates from the class of ’39 fell
in the war. They, along with 77 other
Westfield servicemen, lost their lives.
In remembrance are: Lieutenant Salter
Storrs Clark, 2nd; Lieutenant H.
Lester Gebler; Lieutenant William
H. Lyman, Jr.; Corporal Lawrence A.
Rankin, Jr.; Lieutenant Elefterios V.
Stavros; Sergeant James L. Thomas;
Lieutenant Archibald L. Williams. We
were the class of 1939 B.C. (before
computers). Remember? We were
before Saran Wrap and Scotch Tape,
before nylon and dacron, before peni-
cillin and polio vaccine, before Xerox
and Polaroid, before credit cards and
even ball-point pens… We learned
what was going on in the world by
hearing or reading about it, not by
watching it happen on TV. Pearl Har-
bor changed all that and what follows
are wartime memories and experiences
as recalled by some of our classmates.
- Robert R Hoffman, Editor.

 * * * * *
GENERAL PATTON EX-

PRESSES HIS WISHES by Ed
Chatfield My first meeting with Gen-
eral Patton was when the company
failed to cross the river at the Maginot
Line due to enemy firepower. The
next day, he spoke to us as he stood on
the hood of his jeep with both hands
at his waist on his pearl-handled pis-
tols and said, “You will cross the river
if it takes a boxcar load of dog tags.”
We crossed the river!

 * * * * *
RESCUE IN OSAKA BAY by Avrel

Mason My most hair-raising experi-
ence was my 35th and last mission. It

was for air/sea rescue. In plain view of
Japan, we located two downed fliers in
life preservers, apparently wounded.
The Japanese sent out wooden tor-
pedo boats to capture our men. We
sank one after another using our eight
forward machine guns. Almost out of
gas, we saw the most unforgettable,
thrilling sight. A rescue sub was ap-
proaching on the surface at full speed,
spray flying, a large American flag
flying and officers on the conning
tower waving as we flew past. Years
later, I found out the men were res-
cued. What a heroic submarine crew!

 * * * * *
REGENSBURG BOMBING RUN

by Owen McWilliams The odd thing
about flying in combat, you just about
go in a straight line, paying no heed to
the antiaircraft batteries. In 1943, we
flew mainly on our own, without
fighter escort. Our fifth mission, on
August 17, 1943, to bomb the
Regensburg aircraft factory, was our
downfall. We crashed in Germany
and were captured. I was interned in
Stalag 7A near Munich and later sent
to Stalag 17B in Austria. We stayed
there until April, 1945, when the
flashes of the Russian guns could be
seen over Vienna. We were marched
west toward the German border, 10
groups of us, 500 men each. We were
liberated on May 3, 1945 by soldiers
of the 13th Armored Division, part of
Patton’s army.

 * * * * *
BLOWING UP THE UNIVERSE

by BilI Lowe James B. Conant, Presi-
dent of Harvard, spoke on fighting
the Nazis: “The forces of violence
must be beaten back by superior vio-
lence.” I was ordered to a classified
destination: the atomic bomb project
at Los Alamos. Achieving the ex-
treme purity of plutonium needed for
the weapon to work was most diffi-
cult. We had a process (idea) by Sep-
tember 1944. By July, 1945, we saw
the first baseballsized plutonium
hemisphere — half of the atomic
bomb. On July 16, two halves were
joined in detonating the first atomic
bomb in the Trinity test at
Alamagordo. The implications were
not lost to us.

It’s Dark Now And Pedestrians
Encounter Increased Danger

Westfield Resident Offers Suggestions
For South Euclid Traffic Problems

WECARE Thanks Those Who Helped
Put an End to Parking Deck Debate

Scotch Plains Reader Wants More
Information On School Test Scores

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Tincal – Crude borax
2. Rostrulum – A small beak, as of an

insect
3. Tocher – The dowry of a bride
4. Biga – In ancient Rome, a chariot

drawn by two horses

ATAZIR
1. A warm wind of the Sahara
2. A type of Syrian scarf
3. A Filipino Moslem who takes an

oath before a priest that he will die killing
Christians

4. The influence of a star upon another,
or upon man

PERDITION
1. Shame; humiliation
2. Complete and irreparable loss; ruin
3. The waiting place of the dead before

being delivered to heaven or hell
4. Unfaithfulness; perfidious

JENNET
1. A spinning machine with a number

of spindles
2. A window shade of horizontal slats

that slope and overlap
3. A female donkey or small Spanish

horse
4. A short, stout crowbar used for open-

ing doors
PTEROPE

1. Related to or characteristic of a fern
2. A fruit bat
3. In anatomy, the junction of frontal,

the temporal and the great wing of the
spheniod bones

4. In Grecian architecture, a row of
columns, as in a peristyle; a portico

Below are four arcane words, each with
four definitions – only one is correct. The
others are made up. Are you sharp enough
to discern this deception of diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Community Thanked
For WF Recreation

Haunted House Success
The Westfield Recreation Department

would like to take this opportunity to
thank the community and our volunteers
for making our Fourteenth Annual Hal-
loween Haunted House a huge and safe
success. The event was enjoyed by over
2,000 adults and children from the com-
munity and took more than 60 volunteers
to operate safely and smoothly.

The Recreation Department especially
thanks the Optimist Club of Westfield, the
Junior Optimist Club, Department of Pub-
lic Works and FMBA Local No. 30 for
their tremendous support in making the
event possible. These organizations, along
with the many Westfield students and com-
munity members who volunteered, are to
be commended for their efforts and dedi-
cation toward youth programs.

I would also like to personally thank
Chuck Ropars and Paul Checchio of the
Recreation Department for their count-
less hours of dedication to the construc-
tion of this tremendous project. We could
not have done it without you.

Once again, the department thanks all
those who assisted and attended the
Haunted House. You made this commu-
nity project a success. See you next year.

Traci Kastner
Program Coordinator

Westfield Recreation Department

SP Residents Thanked
For Reelection Support

Now that Election Day has come and
gone, we would like to thank the voters of
Scotch Plains for once again placing their
trust in us with another term on the town-
ship council.

While the rigors of the campaign can
be both mentally and physically exhaust-
ing, it is always a pleasure to be out in the
community meeting with and hearing the
thoughts of our residents. It was also
pleasing to see so many new faces in-
volved supporting our efforts.

Of course we would also like to thank
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times for
fair and thorough coverage of the cam-
paign and for facilitating a stimulating
debate on the issues that are important to
our residents.

We look forward to the next four years
in Scotch Plains municipal government
and as always, welcome your thoughts
and advice on how to make our little piece
of the world a better place.

Mayor Martin Marks
Councilwoman Paulette Coronato

School is back in session and the
area around the high school is not the
only place in town that suffers from
traffic issues. I would like to draw
people’s attention to the congestion
that occurs every morning and after-
noon on South Euclid. The entrance to
the St Paul’s Day School is located on
South Euclid and twice a day the line
of cars stretches up and down the street,
blocking all traffic in both directions.
It is not uncommon for the line of cars
to affect the flow of traffic on East
Broad Street.

Clearly St. Paul’s has a wonderful
child care program to attract such a
number of people. The question is how
to best handle the traffic that results
from their success. Unlike the high
school, which seems to be an intrac-
table problem, the South Euclid situa-
tion is, I believe, very easily manage-
able if the town were to enable a rela-
tively minor change.

My suggestion would be to eliminate or
restrict on-street parking on both sides of
South Euclid from East Broad Street to
Tremont Avenue during the hours when
the school is opening or closing. South
Euclid is a fairly wide street and this should
permit cars seeking to drop off or pick up
children to not block the street to through
traffic. If, however, South Euclid is not
wide enough to permit this change, then
perhaps the town should restrict on-street
parking and re-line South Euclid to be two
lanes heading away from East Broad and
one lane in the opposite direction.

In the meantime, for the safety and
protection of the drivers and the people in
the area, it may be advisable to have an
officer present in the area during the drop-
off/pick-up times. Working together, this
should not be a difficult situation to rem-
edy to everyone’s satisfaction.

Thomas Hoens
Westfield

WECARE is extremely pleased with
the results of the referendum and are glad
that the will of the people was expressed
in a democratic manner. WECARE also
thanks Mayor McDermott and the coun-
cil for allowing the referendum to be
placed on the ballot and for abiding by the
result although it was non-binding. We
want to thank the citizens and business
owners of Westfield who assisted us ev-
ery step of the way by signing our peti-
tion, going door-to-door distributing our
flyers, posting signs on their property,
writing letters, sending e-mail, attending
town council meetings and voting “no.”

We also thank Councilmen Caruana
and Echausse for voicing their opposition
to the garage and taking time and effort to
educate the public about the parking plan,
and Councilwoman JoAnn Neylan for
stating her personal opposition to the pro-

posed development.
Finally, WECARE greatly appreciates

the coverage given to the parking issue by
the local press. WECARE looks forward
to assisting the Town of Westfield in the
future with monitoring and encouraging
responsible development and implement-
ing alternative parking solutions.

James Baker, Len Berman, Jim
Boyes, Jacqueline Brevard, Thomas

Cuniff, Diana Florian, Cynthia
Foulke, Quaid Kapadia, Beverly

Mack, John Mancini, Cory Mermer,
Jeffrey Messing, Debbie Montick,

Robert Nehring, Maureen
Rothfelder, Kenneth Rotter, Cathy

Salomon, Allen Solomon, Sharon
Stockwell, Neil Sullivan, Roger

Sullivan, Keneth Sumner, Robert
Tarte and Melissa Zelko

WECARE

After reading your article “SP-FW
Board of Education Updated On Recent
High School Racial Discrimination,”
(Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times, Novem-
ber 4), I request clarification.

The article states that Park Middle
School had a math goal “to have 83 per-
cent of the students score proficient or

above.” Then later in the article, we read
that Terrill Middle School had a goal
(presumably math) of increasing “to 90
percent of the students scoring proficient
or above.”

It appears that, although all five elemen-
tary schools share the same academic suc-
cess goals, the two middle schools do not.
Is this accurate? If so, why? The reality of
the population’s successes may not be
equivalent (and if this remains the case
over time, we should be asking why), but
is it true that we expect less from the
students at Park from the out start?

When the special education students
are schooled at Terrill, this presumably
lowers the overall scores, as pointed out
with School One. Or were the special
education students’ scores not included?
Or are these students now at Park? I
would appreciate some more informa-
tion.

Deborah Graffox
Scotch Plains

* * * * * * *
Editor’s note: Both middle schools in-

cluded scores of Special Education stu-
dents. According to the reporter who was
at the meeting, in previous years Terrill
and Park have had different scores, which
is why the goals were set differently. For
further information, we suggest contact-
ing the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board of
Education.

Winter and daylight savings time result in gray
afternoons and dark evenings in our area. Night
approaches quickly this time of the year. The end of
December will be here very shortly, and this is the
shortest daytime of the year. Many don’t adjust well
to this sudden change in loss of daylight. When
everyone leaves work during this time of year, it’s
dark. It’s hard to see while driving and it’s particu-
larly hard to see pedestrians. Pedestrians also don’t
see very well, aren’t as aware as they need be, and
assume drivers see them.

This condition has resulted in unfortunate pedes-
trian deaths over the last few years. The busy local
thoroughfares, such as North Avenue and East Broad
Street in Westfield, have proven to be particularly
dangerous. These streets are uniquely laden with both
cars and pedestrians. It’s the most dangerous combina-
tion – many cars, many pedestrians and dark evenings.

We appeal to everyone to be extremely alert – drivers
and pedestrians both.

There’s more everyone can do to help avoid tragedy.
Please wear bright colored and reflective clothing
while walking. Cross on streets only where it is legal
and safe. Please do not “J-Walk!” Every time you cross
the street, assume that drivers don’t see you because
they probably don’t. Take the time to remind your
children to always cross at the cross walks, and if
you’re thinking about buying yourself or the kids new
winter coats, try to buy bright colors.

Drivers, in their normal rush to get home, should
remember how unsafe it is this time of year. Expect
pedestrians to do unusual things because they will.

Remember not to pass on the right through the leaf
piles, as children may be at play. As the winter weather
rolls in, ice and snow are bound to make road condi-
tions worse; take it slow and stay alert.

Joggers and bicyclists need to be more on guard, too,
because of the diminished visibility. Make sure the
reflectors on your bicycles are cleaned off and in good
condition. Both joggers and cyclists should consider
purchasing and wearing a blinking light to make them
more visible.

Please remember that many “out of town” cars pass
through the area all the time. These drivers do not know
the conditions of our local roads or the busyness of
pedestrian travel. They won’t be as alert as you.

We’d like to hear your suggestions on this issue.
Please e-mail editor@goleader.com.

Let’s make our wintertime as safe as possible this
year by staying alert.

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm

To Reach Us
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

Phone - (908) 232-4407
Mail-PO Box 250, Westfield 07091
PO Box 368, Scotch Plains 07076

Submittal Formats
Email Photos in color

Email Ads as pdf files in color
Please spell & grammar check

For more information, see
www.goleader.com/help

www.goleader.com/presskit
www.goleader.com/classifieds

Campaign Literature
Turns Off SP Voter

Why do the Scotch Plains Democrats
find it necessary to send out campaign
literature filled with half-truths and
twisted facts about the opposition? As an
independent, I vote for the person I feel is
most qualified. Insulting my intelligence
with these mailings results in my not even
considering the Democratic candidates.

E. Dennis Hardie
Scotch PlainsCouncil People Thank

FW Voters for Support
We would like to take this opportunity

to thank Fanwood residents for their sup-
port in this past election. During the cam-
paign, we met so many people aware of
the issues facing the borough, and we are
extremely grateful for the confidence the
people have placed in us.

We fully intend to support Mayor Mahr
and the administration regarding current
efforts to move the downtown redevelop-
ment forward through public consensus,
to continue to minimize any municipal
tax increase by seeking additional grants
and controlling expenditures, and to en-
sure the quality of services to all resi-
dents.

In 2005, we look forward to a positive
and rewarding year for the Borough of
Fanwood.

Kathy Mitchell, Council President
Joe Higgins, Councilman

Fanwood

Incredible! Mountainside School
Kids Remain Exposed to Odor

Since the construction began on Beechwood School
in Mountainside over two years ago, it has been one
problem after another. Now, the children are in class-
rooms with a “mysterious” odor problem that has
existed for six months. No cause has been identified.
No professional plan for correction is known to be in
place. Is there a hazard? No one knows! Incredible!
Yes, parents are very concerned. Yes, parents are
demanding answers, but they are not getting them.

The Mountainside Public School administration did
ask the Westfield Regional Health Department and the
county to come in and review the situation a few weeks
ago. But the help and advice was not heeded. Further, the
school administration has not provided the health depart-
ment with the most recent test results. The Westfield
Regional Health Department and the county have no
jurisdiction and can only act as a technical resource at the
request of the school administration. The Mountainside
mayor and council have no jurisdiction either.

As we understand, public school systems are not
subject to the regulations of the New Jersey Depart-
ment of Environmental Protection or those of the
health department (except for PEOSH; Public Em-
ployee Occupational Safety and Health Program).
For PEOSH to become involved, an employee must
register a complaint. But, who is going to do that and
possibly lose their job for being a whistle blower?

Essentially, the public schools answer only to the
NJEA (New Jersey Education Association). Unbe-
lievable! The boards of education in New Jersey have
managed to carve themselves out of oversight, and

they shouldn’t be. We are shocked that our school
children do not receive protection by the laws of the
land. We have long complained about the autocracy of
the NJEA, but this is a subject for future editorials.
The paramount concern now is the “well being” of
children and staff at Beechwood School.

Ciro Randazzo Construction was removed from the
Beechwood project and the Hartford Bonding Com-
pany stepped in with a new contractor. In the interim,
the construction shell was left open. Air conditioners
were in the parking lot uncovered. The site was a
mess, as this newspaper investigated regularly.

Construction was halted in November of 2002 and
didn’t start again until May of 2003. During that time,
mold was discovered in the building and remediation
was performed.

Now that the school is open, there’s an odor. The “odor”
became apparent in May, and though “unidentified,” was
deemed “harmless” by the school administration. How
can they say that an unidentified odor is harmless?

While the Centers for Disease Control has not
reached a conclusive analysis on the effects of mold,
its website says, “The potential health effects of
indoor mold are a growing concern. Mold can cause
or worsen certain illnesses (e.g., some allergic and
occupation-related diseases and infections in health
care settings). There is not conclusive evidence, how-
ever, about whether indoor mold is associated with a
multitude of other health problems, such as pulmo-
nary hemorrhage, memory loss, and lack of energy.”

Something needs to be done now at Beechwood School.

Freedom Isn’t Free
This Veterans Day, remember the Americans who died

in war for our freedom: Over 1,100 currently in Iraq and
136 in Afghanistan; 4,435 in the Revolutionary War;
2,260 in the War of 1812; 13,283 in the Mexican War;
558,052 in the Civil War, 2,246 in the Spanish-American
War; 116,708 in World War I; 407,316 in World War II;
33,651 in the Korean War; 58,168 in Vietnam and 293 in
the Gulf War.

As written on the Korean War Memorial in Washing-
ton, DC: “Freedom isn’t free.” Ordinary men with ex-
traordinary deeds have defended our fragile democracy.


