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Do You Have To
Go To Court?

Skeet Range to be Closed
After Pressure From EPA

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUNTY -- Unless a last minute
solution is reached between Union
County and federal officials, the
county’s trap and skeet range in
Cranford will close after 78 years on
Wednesday, December 1. The 25-
acre facility, located in Lenape Park,
has been a favorite pastime for target
shooters and is used for safety train-
ing by the state’s Department of Fish,
Game and Wildlife.

Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) officials informed the county
in April that the facility must cease
using lead shot, which is used to fire
at clay pigeons, because of health
hazards of using lead on a facility
which is located on land classified as
wetlands.

County Counsel Robert Barry told
the freeholders at their November 4
meeting that the county and EPA have
had numerous conversations, as well
as a face-to-face meeting in New York,
to reach an accord.

“It was our consensus that the only
alternative was a change in shot,” said
Mr. Barry. He said a survey of users
revealed that 75 percent of them were
not willing to switch to a steel shot.

In addition, Mr. Barry said the EPA
would require the 31,000 cubic yards
of land the range utilizes to undergo
reclamation, a process whereby the
topsoil is skimmed off and the lead
shot is sifted out.

He said EPA cost estimates to the
county, given the nearly eight-decade
active use of the facility and the heavy
brush on the range, would be $2.3
million. If the county continued to
use lead shot this process would have
to be completed every five years,
though the cost would be lower since
there would not be as much lead shot
to dig out of the ground.

Mr. Barry said EPA officials esti-
mate that the county range uses 50,000
pounds or 25 tons of lead shot, every
year. Users provide their own shot
and guns.

“The continued use of lead shot is
simply not acceptable to us,” Mr.
Barry said, adding that the EPA also
opposes its continued use at the
Lenape Park facility.

Mr. Barry added that before the
facility is closed, the EPA would con-
duct a public hearing according to
federal regulations. The hearing, the
date and location of which have yet to
be decided, would likely be held in
Union County and possibly Cranford.
The EPA would have to sign off on
the closure sometime following the
hearing. Modifications could also be
reached with the county and EPA in
any final agreement.

Ralph Lossman, representing the

Patrons of Lenape Park, suggested
the board recycle the lead shot as well
as clean up the property.

“It’s a precious facility. We can’t
lose it,” he said.

Mr. Lossman said a change from
lead to steel shot would be costly to
park users. The cost of skeet shot
guns range from $2,000 to $10,000,
while a trap gun costs around $2,500.
Trap and skeet shooters said the use
of steel or a shot made from a metal
alloy would increase the wear and
tear on the guns, thus reducing the
amount of people who could afford to
continue to be active in the sport.

According to Mr. Lossman, the cost
to reload a gun ranges from $2.50 for
lead shot to $6.50 for steel shot.

“This is a loss of a historical site,”
said Mr. Lossman, a resident of West
Orange who has utilized the trap and
skeet range for 20 years.

“When it’s gone, so will the sport,
so will the people and probably the
park,” he said, noting that Union
County’s facility is believed to be the
only government operated, public trap
and skeet range in New Jersey.

Greg Khalaf of Summit has been
coming to the range for over 40 years.
He described the facility as a “safe
and fun family activity.”

“The county needs to be strong and
keep this facility open,” he said.

Freeholder Daniel Sullivan said the
county has been put in a situation to
close the facility based on orders from
the EPA.

“The (directive) to close this facil-
ity is not coming from us. There is a
lot of pressure coming from the EPA,”
said Freeholder Daniel Sullivan.

Freeholder Chairman Angel
Estrada said the county would con-
tinue to look at cost proposals as well
as review all aspects of keeping the
range open.

In other business, Bruce Paterson,
a Republican from Garwood who lost
his bid for a seat on the board on
November 2, told board members that
the Republicans never proposed clos-
ing Runnells Specialized Hospital in
Berkeley Heights. He also congratu-
lated the Democrats on their victory.

While thanking him for coming
forward, Freeholder Sullivan took
issue with negative comments the
Republican candidates had made
against county manager George
Devanney and his wife, also a county
employee. He also said he “can’t tol-
erate” comments from the GOP that
the Democratic board and county
employees are corrupt. He said cam-
paigns should be waged on the issues.

“I think that’s what we (Demo-
crats) did and I think the results have
born that out,” said Freeholder
Sullivan.

SP-F Band and Color Guard
Set to Rock Giants Stadium

Bud Boothe To Continue
Ellsberg Lecture Series

WESTFIELD – A controversy in-
volving the Westfield Board of Edu-
cation in the 1930s was similar in
nature to the recent parking deck ar-
guments and debates. Edward
Ellsberg, who was serving on the
board, was in sharp disagreement with
the other members as to the sites
offered for a new location of the
Westfield High School. Garland (Bud)
Boothe, former mayor of Westfield,
will discuss this controversy at the
Westfield Historical Society’s Friday
evening program on November 19, at
7:30 p.m. in the Community Room of
the Westfield Municipal Building.

In the first part of his program, which
was held on September 17, Mr. Boothe
discussed Commander Ellsberg’s im-
portant role on D-Day, 1944. He showed
how Commander Ellsberg’s knowledge
of salvage techniques led to the setting
up of the Mulberry Harbors, which
made it possible to effectively land the
troops, supplies and equipment of the
Allied Forces.

In his November 19 program, Mr.
Boothe will discuss Commander
Ellsberg’s importance to the Town of
Westfield while serving on the Board
of Education from 1935-39. Although
he says he couldn’t find any discus-
sion of what Mr. Ellsberg did on the
board during that period, he knows it
was during the Depression and the
board was struggling over many prob-
lems, including whether to replace,
expand or keep the Westfield High
School in the Elm Street building.

Mr. Boothe believes the residents
of today will be amazed at some of

the alternatives and sites that were
considered. He will discuss Mr.
Ellsberg’s fight with the board over a
site that differed from those chosen
by the rest of the board. It also finally
went to the voters, who sided with
Mr. Ellsberg 4-1.

Using slides and visual aids, Mr.
Boothe will show some of the sites
discussed by the board. As it finally
turned out, none of the sites discussed
were where Westfield High School is
located today.

He will also talk of the educational
system that was used in those years as
compared with the system in use today.

The program is open to the public
at no charge. Light refreshments will
be served at the end of the program.

SCOTCH PLAINS — In what they
hope is a harbinger for this weekend’s
all-state championships at Giants Sta-
dium, the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School band and color guard
came up with their best performance
of the season at the Bloomfield Band
competition held November 7.

The Raiders took home four, first
place awards in the competitive “Chal-
lenge” class, which included
Randolph and West Milford. Scotch
Plains-Fanwood won for the catego-
ries of best visual, best music and
best overall, while the Color Guard,
performing “Club SPF,” was voted
tops in its group. The Color Guard is
directed by Mandy Jerome.

“The kids gave their best perfor-
mance of the year,” said Band Direc-
tor Durand Thomas. “They are ready

for Giants Stadium. They are ready to
rock and roll.”

Byard Bridge, the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Music Boosters Co-President,
said, “The kids were really into their
performance. During warm-ups, you
could hear that they were really pumped.”

GOVERNMENT ROLES…At its October meeting, St. Helen’s Pack No. 273
invited State Senator Tom Kean, Jr. to discuss his role in state capital and
involvement in government. The theme of the meeting was being a good citizen
and understanding a little bit of what government does. Senator Kean answered
a number of questions, including what was the best law that he introduced. The
cub scouts also discussed what it means to be a good citizen, including volunteerism
and involvement in charitable projects. The scouts mentioned the Eagle Scout
project for the new Memorial Playground and the Korean War memorial as good
examples of being a good citizen.

African Violet Group
To Meet Next Week

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Union
County Chapter of the African Violet
Society will hold its monthly meeting
on Thursday, November 18, at 1 p.m.
at the Scotch Plains Public Library.

Guest speaker Bob Kurzynski will
discuss “Tips on Trailers.” Anyone
interested in African violets is invited
to attend. The library is located at
1927 Bartle Avenue.

Library Teens Slate
Book Discussion

FANWOOD – The Teen group of
the Fanwood Memorial Library will
have its monthly book discussion on
Tuesday, November 23, from 6:15 to
7:30 p.m.

The November book selection is
“Feed,” by M.T. Anderson. In the
tradition of “Brave New World,”
“1984” and “The Handmaid’s Tale,”
“Feed” takes the world as it is now
and extrapolates in the future. Re-
freshments will be served.

The Teen group offers many pro-
grams at the library, located at North
Avenue and Tillotson Road. All teen-
agers are invited to join. For more
information, please call Annie or
Nancy at (908) 322-4377.


