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CHAMBER MUSIC SERIES
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 21, 2004

Ani Kavafian, violin Carter Brey, cello

Special Guest Artists

Cho-Liang Lin, violin

Robert Rinehart, viola

David Grossman, bass

André Michel Schub, piano

PROGRAM
Rossini Duo for Cello and Bass

Brahms Sonata for Violin and Piano in D minor
Schubert “Trout” Quintet

MAPLEWOOD at 3:00 P.M. WESTFIELD at 7:30 P.M.
Morrow Methodist Church, 600 Ridgewood Rd. Temple Emanu-El, 756 East Broad St.

Tickets (honored at both locations): $25, Seniors $22

WESTFIELD ONLY: All students 10-21 are welcome to attend Mostly 
Music concerts for a nominal charge of $1.00. We want to encourage 

young people to experience live classical music performances. 
Students under the age of 15 must be accompanied by an adult.

CALL US AT 973-762-0108
For best handicapped access, please attend in Westfield on Sunday evening

Program subject to change
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FASHIONING ART
HANDBAGS BY JUDITH LEIBER

Fashioning Art: Handbags by Judith Leiber is organized by the Corcoran Gallery of Art, Washington, DC

Clockwise from upper left: Minaudiére inspired by Gerson Leiber painting with crystal rhinestones, 1992, Collection of the artist;

Minaudiére inspired by op artist Bridget Riley with jet beads and crystal rhinestones, 1992, Collection of the artist; “Hollywood”

minaudiére crystal rhinestones and onyx lock, 1978, Collection of the artist; Gold chatelaine, 1998, Collection of the artist

49 Washington Street  in  Newark’s  Downtown /Arts  Distr ict  
9 7 3 - 5 9 6 - 6 5 5 0 W e d – F r i  N o o n – 5pm ,  S a t – S u n  10 a m – 5pm
www.NewarkMuseum.org Suggested Admission:Adults $5, Children& Seniors $2

On view through February 27

Discover more than 170 exquisite handbags that 
represent the ultimate in craftsmanship and design 

in this dazzling exhibition. Cherished by celebrities and 
collectors, and carried by every First Lady since Nancy
Reagan, these handmade treasures aren’t just American
icons of fashion and style — they’re stunning works of art.

Douglas Fasciale’s Aspirations Come Full-Circle
As He Accepts Superior Court Judge Position

By MICHELLE HELEN Le POIDEVIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – As a seventh grader,
Douglas M. Fasciale possessed a keen
and deep respect for the legal profes-
sion, which has brought him to his
newest post – New Jersey State Supe-
rior Court Judge of Union County.

The Westfield resident was sworn in
on November 5 at the Union County
Courthouse in Elizabeth, where he will
be filling a vacancy created when As-
signment Judge Edward W. Beglin, Jr.
retired. Mr. Fasciale will be positioned
in the law division, specifically focus-

ing on the civil portion, hearing a vari-
ety of disputes involving financial mat-
ters.

“I think that the interest I had (as a
youngster) was in serving the public
by using my training, skills and expe-
rience,” Mr. Fasciale told The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times the afternoon before
his appointment on November 4.

He added that after pursuing his
education and “gaining experience in
the trenches of the trial courts,” he has
come to achieve “the highest honor
and privilege I think I could ever re-

Raritan Road Subdivision
Tabled Pending New Plans

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

After several homeowners raised
concerns about the effects of a pro-
posed subdivision on the neighbor-
hood, the applicant, at the behest of the
Scotch Plains Planning Board, agreed
to resubmit revised plans calling for
the creation of fewer and larger lots.

Andrew and MaryLou Holowka of
880 Raritan Road are seeking to subdi-
vide their 1.28-acre property at the cor-
ner of Raritan Road and Frank Street.
Their property is actually two nearly
equally sized rectangular-shaped lots;
the Holowka’s home is situated at the
corner of Raritan Road and Frank Street.
The remainder of the two lots is a
mostly undeveloped wooded area.

Their original plan, which was
heard by the Planning Board at its
meeting on Monday, called for divid-
ing the two lots into four lots, with
two properties, including the Holowka
home, facing Raritan Road, and two
facing Frank Street. The Holowkas
plan to sell the southernmost lot on
Frank Street to M&M Real Estate
Developers Inc., which plans to build
a single-family house there.

All four lots would meet area re-
quirements as well as front, side and
rear yard setback regulations. The
applicants were seeking variances for
lot widths since the Raritan Road lots
would be 88 feet wide and the two
Frank Street lots would be 84 feet
wide. Properties in the R-2 zone must
be at least 90 feet wide.

After presentations on behalf of
the applicant from engineer James
Watson and professional planner
Elizabeth McKenzie, Mayor Martin
Marks raised concerns about whether
“prevailing conditions” in the Frank
Street neighborhood would be nega-
tively affected, especially by the two
new lots on Frank Street. Nearly all of
the properties in the neighborhood

are at least 300 feet deep, while the
depths of the proposed new lots would
be half that depth.

Mayor Marks wondered whether
the two Frank Street lots, which would
be not only narrower than the 90-foot
norm but also shallower than other
properties in the neighborhood, might
be “overreaching” in terms of carv-
ing out new lots.

During public comment on the ap-
plication, several Frank Street resi-
dents raised concerns about the new
lots, calling them not consistent with
the existing deep lots. Planning Board
Chairman Joseph Doyle then asked
the applicants if they would consider
submitting revised plans calling for
three rather than four lots to be cre-
ated, with all three lots, with widths
of 100 to 128 feet, facing Franks
Street. After consulting with the
Holowkas and a representative from
M&M Real Estate Developers, attor-
ney Robert Kraus told the board that
new plans would be submitted, hope-
fully in time for the board’s Monday,
November 22, meeting.

The three newly created lots will be
oversized and the revised submission
will be considered a minor subdivision
application. If the plans are not ready
for the board’s meeting this month,
then the application will be heard at the
board’s December 12 meeting.

In other business, the planning
board voted to recommend to the
Township Council that a piece of
township-owned property on Cooper
Road be rezoned as a “C-Conserva-
tion” zone, which designates certain
township-owned tracts of land as be-
ing off-limits to development of any
kind be it residential or commercial
or even the development of a new
park. The property is a triangular-
shaped sliver of land situated in the
center of Cooper Road between
Heather Land and Wellington Downs.

SP Zoning Board  Approves
Rt. 22 Plumbing Variance

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

After hearings that stretched over sev-
eral months, the Scotch Plains Zoning
Board of Adjustment last week approved
variances and site plans allowing Richard
Schoenwalder to build a second building
on the property at 1811 Route 22 West. The
second building is part of his plan to base
his plumbing supply business at the site,
which presently houses an abandoned gas
station just west of the Route 22 overpass.

Mr. Schoenwalder will utilize the
property’s existing building as well as
build a 30-foot by 60-foot structure for
storage of supplies and inventory. The
eastern half of the property is located in
Watchung while the western end, where
the new building will be situated, is lo-
cated in Scotch Plains.

The hearings on Mr. Schoenwalder’s
application were continued throughout
the summer as questions arose over the
proper use of an existing 50-foot-high
sign pole as well as whether he was
required to install a new fire hydrant near
the proposed building. The fire hydrant
issue was resolved after Township Fire
Chief Jonathan Ellis determined that a
sprinkler system linked to the fire depart-
ment would be sufficient for the property.

Included in the board’s resolution of
approval was a deed restriction that holds
Mr. Schoenwalder responsible for the in-
stallation of a fire hydrant at the property if
an existing water main several hundred
yards to the east under Route 22 is ever
extended westward. The provision will
also apply to future owners of the property.

Board members had also raised con-
cerns about Mr. Schoenwalder’s proposed
use of an existing 50-foot-high sign pole
next to the roadway that presently holds a
sign for the former gas station along with
gasoline prices that are several years old
and less than half of today’s rates. Mr.
Schoenwalder earlier told the board he
wanted to utilize the existing pole as a
marketing tool to promote his plumbing
supply business, pointing out that the sign
atop the pole is visible from the nearby

bridge crossing Route 22 as well as from
some distance on both the westbound and
eastbound lanes of the highway. Since the
property will not be a retail site that will draw
many walk-in customers, Mr. Schoenwalder
said he views the sign pole, which will
contain the name of his business, as a way to
spread his name recognition.

Some board members were concerned
not only about the height of the sign from
an aesthetic viewpoint, but also whether
the sign, if not being used to attract cus-
tomers to the site should be viewed more
as a billboard. Billboards are subject to a
new set of requirements and, perhaps, a
separate application.

Mr. Schoenwalder’s proposed signage
will be placed within the existing 6-foot
by 12-foot frame atop the sign pole, with
another smaller sign situated just below
the higher one. A separate smaller sign
pole located at the eastern end of the
property will be removed.

In other business, the board approved an
application by Marguerite Debbie for a
certificate of non-conformity for a two-
family house at 2021 Prospect Avenue.
Ms. Debbie’s family, including her parents
and grandparents, had occupied both units
in the house for several decades going back
to the earlier part of the 20th century. She
was seeking to have the Zoning Board
validate it as a two-family house before she
proceeds with selling the property. Several
of her relatives testified that the property
had been utilized as a two-family house as
far back as at least the 1940s and that it was
never a one-family dwelling.

At the start of the meeting, Board Attor-
ney Vincent Loughlin informed members
that a Superior Court Judge had upheld the
board’s November 2003 rejection of an
application by Nextmedia Outdoor to re-
place a billboard located in a lot at the corner
of eastbound Route 22 and Union Avenue.
The Zoning Board will hold a special meet-
ing on Wednesday, November 17, to con-
tinue hearing the application of the Fanwood-
Scotch Plains YMCA, which is seeking to
enlarge its parking lot and also expand its
facilities in a multi-phase, multi-year project.

ceive.”
When asked what kinds of emotions

he might be experiencing during the
swearing-in ceremony the next day,
Mr. Fasciale remarked, “I’ll be think-
ing about what a lucky person I
am…that I can extend my experience
in trial courts and use my skills to
serve the people of Union County.”

A native of East Brunswick, Mr.
Fasciale earned his Bachelor of Arts
degree, cum laude, in 1982 from Seton
Hall University. Four years later, he
received a juris doctorate from the
university’s School of Law.

During his education at Seton Hall,
he worked as a proofreader at a New-
ark law firm and was employed in
sales in order to earn his degrees.

Since 1987, he has been employed
at Hoagland, Longo, Moran, Dunst &
Doukas in New Brunswick as an attor-
ney. In 1994, he garnered partnership
in the firm, which currently employs
nearly 80 lawyers. He concentrates his
law practice in personal injury, mal-
practice work and civil litigation.

In June of 2000, he opened the firm’s
Westfield office on South Euclid Av-
enue in order to provide legal services
to Union County residents. Mr. Fasciale
reported that he works two out of five
days in Westfield, and all other time is
spent either at the firm’s New
Brunswick location or in court.

Prior to his employment at the New
Brunswick law firm, Mr. Fasciale
worked as a judicial law clerk from
1986 to 1987 with the Honorable John
Keefe, Superior Court of New Jersey,
Chancery Division, General Equity
Part in Middlesex County.

Mr. Fasciale was one of only 3 per-
cent of all New Jersey attorneys to
hold board certification as a civil trial
attorney by the Supreme Court of New
Jersey as of December of 2000.

“At first, my legal experience was

only on behalf of those being sued, but
now my caseload is on behalf of plain-
tiffs,” said Mr. Fasciale. “This has given
me a unique opportunity to appreciate
issues from both sides.”

Holding membership in the
Middlesex County Bar Association,
Union County Bar Association, Asso-
ciation of Trial Lawyers of America
and Barrister in Richard J. Hughes
American Inn of Court, Mr. Fasciale
was admitted to the New Jersey Su-
preme Court and the U.S. District Court
for the District of New Jersey in 1986.

The following year, he was admitted
into the Third Circuit of the U.S. Court
of Appeals. In 1996, he was admitted
into the court’s Federal Circuit.

Outside of the legal arena, Mr.
Fasciale has served as a trustee of the
Westfield Symphony Orchestra and
Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce.
He has been the president of the Rotary
Club of Westfield, trustee of the
Westfield Cultural Arts Center, a mem-
ber of the Advisory Board of the New
Jersey Workshop for the Arts and chair-
person of the United Fund of Westfield’s
lawyer’s division.

His new post will not only require
Mr. Fasciale to leave his position and
partnership at Hoagland, Longo,
Moran, Dunst & Doukas; “With this
appointment, I must resign from the
practice of law because it has to be one
or another,” explained Mr. Fasciale,
adding that he must also step down
from all of his positions with the com-
munity organizations.

“However,” he stressed, “I will be
able to serve in a different capacity by
using my training, education, experi-
ence and skills in courts to help Union
County.”

Mr. Fasciale and his wife, Teresa,
who has been employed as an attorney
at McCarter & English since 1988, have
two sons, Michael, 8, and Steven, 6.

                   Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
NEW JUDGE...The Honorably Douglas Fasciale of Westfield, New Jersey State
Superior Court Judge, addresses the large in the Elizabeth courhouse during his
swearing-in ceremony last Friday, November 5.


