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SPECIAL VISITORS…Fanwood Fire Department official Tom Scalera and
firefighter Kris Piccola met with the Jumpstart, Pre-K and Kindergarten stu-
dents at Brunner Elementary School in Scotch Plains. The firefighters reviewed
fire safety and fire prevention basics with the students, who were also given a
close-up look at the equipment used to fight fires and turnout gear. The children
received helmets, coloring books and information to share with their families.
Pictured, left to right, John Petris and Scott Kaiser reach out to shake hands with
Firefighter Piccola in his turnout gear.

THE LAW FIRM
 OF

DUGHI, HEWIT & PALATUCCI, P.C.,

WOULD LIKE TO EXTEND ITS’ SINCERE
APPRECIATION AND GRATITUDE TO THOSE WHO
ATTENDED THEIR DIVORCE SEMINAR THIS PAST
OCTOBER AT THE WESTFIELD INN.

PARTNERS, MARIO C. GURRIERI, ESQ. AND APRIL L.
KATZ, ESQ. WERE WELL RECEIVED BY THE STRONG
TURN OUT.

THE SEMINAR PROVED TO BE BOTH INFORMATIVE
AND MOTIVATING TO THOSE IN NEED OF LEGAL
ADVICE.

AS A RESULT OF THE OVERWHELMING INTEREST,
ADDITIONAL SEMINARS WILL BE HELD IN JANUARY
2005. DATES WILL BE NOTICED IN THIS PUBLICATION.

IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN ATTENDING OR WISH
TO SCHEDULE A PRIVATE CONSULTATION,

PLEASE CALL (908) 272-0200

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”

Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer

FFFFFAAAAAMILMILMILMILMILY LY LY LY LY LAAAAAWWWWW
· Divorce · Domestic Violence

· Custody · Child Support

· · · · · DWDWDWDWDWI · Criminal DefenseI · Criminal DefenseI · Criminal DefenseI · Criminal DefenseI · Criminal Defense
· · · · · BusineBusineBusineBusineBusinessssss Disputes Disputes Disputes Disputes Disputes s s s s · · · · · CommerCommerCommerCommerCommercial Litigcial Litigcial Litigcial Litigcial Litigaaaaationtiontiontiontion

( 9 0 8 )  2 3 2 - 8 7 8 7( 9 0 8 )  2 3 2 - 8 7 8 7( 9 0 8 )  2 3 2 - 8 7 8 7( 9 0 8 )  2 3 2 - 8 7 8 7( 9 0 8 )  2 3 2 - 8 7 8 7

rjk722@aol.com richardjkaplow.com
24 Hours · 53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

GOVERNOR’S GOODBYE…Governor James McGreevey says farewell last
Monday afternoon in front of the TV audience. He apologized and stated his
career “careened off the tracks.” He urged for dialogue in government.

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law

including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,

child support, division of assets, palimony,

premarital agreements, domestic partnerships,

restraining orders, post-divorce motions due to

changed financial circumstances, residence

removal from New Jersey, visitation

modifications and transfers of custody.

340 North Avenue      Cranford, New Jersey 07016

MARIO C. GURRIERI, ESQ.
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI, HEWIT & PALATUCCI

908-272-0200
www.dhplaw.net

For More Information:

32 years of continuous practice in Family Law

Union County Early Settlement Arbitration

Panelist 25 years

Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian

Accredited Mediator

Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely,

Williams & Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?
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Judge Rules That Fired
PD Officer Be Reinstated

Mr. Atkins, who then terminated Mr.
Cassidy from his position in March
2003.

During her testimony late last year
and early this year, the female of-
ficer gave what ALJ Jesse Strauss
termed “a confusing assessment” of
her relationship with Sgt. Cassidy,
alternating between feeling intimi-
dated by him and expressing com-
plimentary views of him as a police
officer.

The ALJ, while concluding that
Sgt. Cassidy’s “on-duty conduct
demonstrated a callous disregard and
disrespect for the personal integrity
and dependability expected of a law
enforcement officer,” said he was
not convinced that “his actions were
so egregious as to warrant removal.”

The ALJ also rejected the sexual
harassment charges the township
brought against Sgt. Cassidy, stating
that although “it may be ill-advised
for a superior officer to have a rela-
tionship of this nature with a subor-
dinate officer because it invites prob-
lems,” Scotch Plains, at the time in
question, had no prohibition against
such relationships.

Although Mr. Atkins had testified
that it had been “made clear that
superior-subordinate relationships
was a component of sexual harass-
ment training provided to Scotch

Plains employees,” the ALJ felt that
the township had not met its burden
of proof of establishing that “the
mere fact of such a relationship
would constitute a violation” of po-
lice regulations.

Judge Strauss, calling the
township’s dismissal of Sgt. Cassidy
unjustified and instead recommend-
ing a path of “progressive discipline,”
ordered him reinstated while suffer-
ing a demotion from sergeant to po-
lice officer.

“We’ll deal with it,” Mr. Atkins
said about the case this week. He
added that possible instances of
other officers being involved with
the female officer, episodes that
were somewhat vaguely referred to
in the hearings, had been dealt with
more than two years ago, empha-
sizing that the other issues “were
not even close to what Sgt. Cassidy
was doing.”

Mr. Atkins called the police de-
partment “a good department. The
men and women care about people
and are focused on serving the town.”
He said he has “a lot of confidence”
in the new leadership team appointed
earlier this year.

station that has a convenience store
attached. Councilman Kline said,
“I’m not sure we should be in a posi-
tion to prevent it.”

Councilman Molenaar told him that
the ordinance does not prevent more
than one principal use, but only necessi-
tates an application for variance in order
to have more than one principal use.

The council went on to discuss
signs posted on telephones advertis-
ing a gutter cleaning service. Fanwood
Department of Public Works removed
the signs once already, and an ordi-
nance was passed prohibiting them,
but more were posted.

Mayor Mahr announced that the bor-
ough received a $17,800 grant from the
Department of Community Affairs for
children with disabilities. The grant can
be used for gymnastics and swimming
facilities for disabled children. Plans
should be formalized by Fanwood’s
Children’s Specialized Hospital.

The mayor went on to address a
letter from a concerned mother whose
child, and others the child’s age, had
been ticketed by Fanwood Police for
skateboarding. Mayor Mahr promised
to address the woman’s concerns.

Councilman Molenaar spoke en-
thusiastically about a new Geographic
Information Systems (GIS) obtained
by Union County. GIS is very expen-
sive but can be used by everyone,

from the police to public works.
Mayor Mahr informed the council

that a third open forum concerning
downtown redevelopment will take
place on Friday, December 3. She
said that this forum would include
presentation of concept plans, taking
into account residents’ feedback from
the previous two meetings. She en-
couraged council members to attend.

Councilman Kline informed the
council that a fox had been spotted in
one neighborhood in town, and said
that the animal warden should be con-
tacted. When asked whether having a
fox around should be a concern, Coun-
cilman Andrew Calamaras said, “to
see one during the day is a problem.”

Mayor Mahr spoke briefly about a
brochure created by the Health Com-
mission that would be distributed with
the last Fanwoodian of this year. The
brochure will include a list of dis-
abled borough residents for safety
purposes, and a list of public services
for people with disabilities.

The council ended by reviewing an
engineer’s report. Curb work was
scheduled for North Avenue and
Woodland Avenue, which is to be
followed by paving.

The council noted that Fanwood resi-
dents should be congratulated for their 80
percent voter turnout on Election Day.
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Fanwood Borough Council
Examines Several Resolutions

See It All in Color:
www.goleader.com!

Senior Line Dancing:  Taught by
Sandy and Lou Smehil.  The class
will be held Wednesdays, Decem-
ber 1 through February 9 (no class
January 12).   Classes are held in the
Towne House in Green Forest Park
from 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.  Fee
is $15 for residents, $20 for non-
residents.  Register in the Recre-
ation Office in the Municipal Build-
ing on Park Avenue.

The Community School of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood has affiliated with
the Township of Scotch Plains Rec-
reation Department this semester to
provide educational, cultural, and
history-oriented trips for area resi-
dents.  Come; broaden your hori-
zons by partaking in these
EduTravel opportunities, specifi-
cally geared for family outings. And
consider giving one of these excur-
sions as a gift for a birthday, anni-
versary, or upcoming holiday. A
minimum of 15 registrants is re-
quired for each trip to operate. En-
rollments limited.  EduTravel res-
ervations are not refundable but may
be transferable to another person if
the trip has a waiting list.

Yogi Berra and His Baseball
Museum: Saturday, November 20.
Departure at 11:30 a.m. from Park
Middle School, Park Avenue, Scotch
Plains. Return approximately 5 p.m.
Fee: $35. We will travel on up to the
Clifton/Little Falls area by bus to
have lunch on
our own at a local restaurant and
then to arrive at the destination of
the day, the Yogi Berra Museum &
Learning Center on the campus of
Montclair State University. Our visit
there will encompass a special pre-

Scotch Plains Recreation Events
sentation led by its director on “Yogi
Berra and Lifelong Lessons Taught
By Sports.” Then we will
enjoy a guided tour of the museum,
including Hall of Fame quality dis-
plays tracing the history of baseball
from its pre-Civil War origins to the
development of the Yankees as
sports’ most fabled franchise. We
will see the winning
tradition of the Yankees — from
Ruth to Gehrig to DiMaggio to
Berra and Mantle — in the images
and memorabilia throughout the ex-
hibit area.
Finally, there will be time after the
program and tour to find a baseball
souvenir in the gift shop.

Holiday touring and tea at Lib-
erty Hall: Wednesday, December
8. Departure at noon from
Brookside Park, Hetfield Avenue,
Scotch Plains. Return approxi-
mately 4:30 p.m. Fee: $45.

Built on the eve of the Revolu-
tion, Liberty Hall in Union was
home to the prominent Livingston
and Kean families of New Jersey
and was associated with many of
the events that shaped our nation’s
destiny. A local estate set
on 26 acres, it is a jewel complete
with a 50-room mansion, of which
we will have a guided tour with
docents. The mansion will be espe-
cially exquisite with its holiday
decorations! There as well we will
indulge in a tea on the glass porch,
complete with tea sandwiches, pe-
tite scones, pastries, and clotted
cream and jams. Time at
Liberty Hall will also permit us to
walk the grounds on our own and to
browse the museum gift shop.
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SP Council

a proof of age and written documen-
tation of their illness from their doc-
tor. In addition those 65 years and
older must bring their Medicare Card.

Councilman Kline stated that an-
other pre-registration for individuals
at risk for flu based upon the general
Center for Disease Control (CDC)
guidelines will be held on Monday,
November 15, from 10 a.m. to noon,
2 to 3 p.m. and 6 to 7 p.m. also in the
Community Room in Westfield. The
guidelines for these individuals are
defined as adults ages 65 and older,
children ages 6-23 months, persons
aged 2-64 years, with a documented
underlying chronic medical condi-
tion, women pregnant presently
through April 2005, children aged 6
months to 18 years on documented
chronic aspirin therapy, healthcare
workers involved in direct patient
care, nursing home residents and out
of home caregivers and household
contacts of children aged less than 6
months.

In other business Councilwomen
Katherine Mitchell announced that
on Saturday, November 20 starting at
10 a.m. the borough will hold a public
auction at the Public Works Garage
and will sell cars, a police vehicle, a
pick up truck and various computer
and office items. Also, for auction are
unclaimed bicycles.

In other business, resolutions were
read to honor three Fanwood resi-
dents who have served the borough.

Kevin Ewing was honored for his
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Vets’ Day Ceremonies
Will Be Held Today

seven years served as the Recreation
Director and for his volunteer work
prior to that. Mayor Mahr stated “we
appreciate his role in the fitness of
Fanwood.”

Robert McCarthy, a resident of the
Borough since 1958, was also hon-
ored. It was noted that Mr. McCarthy
was a Borough Councilman from
1974-1978, established the Borough’s
Ethics Committee, has been a part of
the Fanny Woods Day Committee
since its inception, is part of the Lion’s
Club and volunteers as a election poll
worker. Mayor Mahr concluded “We
want to thank you Bob for your con-
cern in Fanwood’s future.”

Finally, Gregory Cummings was
honored for his contributions made to
the Borough’s Planning Board. Coun-
cilman Jack Molenar, who also serves
on the Fanwood planning board, read
a resolution thanking Mr. Cummings
for his fourteen years served on the
board and for chairing the committee
since 1996. It was noted that Mr.
Cummings has been a Fanwood resi-
dent since 1987.

Mr. Molenar concluded by saying
“I want to thank you for your effort in
preserving Fanwood as a great place
to raise a family.”

In other business, Councilwoman
Donna Dolce read two resolutions
that were unanimously passed by the
governing body supporting two grant
applications.

The first resolution supports a grant
applied for by the Municipal Alliance
asking for funding for their alcohol
and drug abuse program.

The second resolution supports the
application of a Community Devel-
opment Block Grant awarded from
the county which would be used to
put in an ADA compliant bathroom at
the Public Works building and for a
senior citizen bus service.

Before the meeting adjourned, it
was noted that a Community Thanks-
giving Service will be held on Mon-
day, November 22, at 7:30 p.m. at the
Immaculate Heart of Mary Church in
Scotch Plains.

about three months, beginning late in
the prior year, after which Mr. Atkins
presents his spending recommenda-
tions to the council, usually in late
January or early February. After the
council considers his proposals and
holds several budget hearings, revi-
sions are then made before the coun-
cil formally introduces and then ap-
proves the budget in early spring.


