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Candidate Office Party Total SP FW MS WF-1 WF-2 WF-3 WF-4 WF-Total Area Total

George Bush Pres. R 59459765 5432 1873 2083 2013 1855 1731 1881 7480 16868

John Kerry Pres. D 55949407 5694 1899 1431 1916 1751 1945 2032 7644 16668

Mike Ferguson Rep-7th R 153639 5428 1875 2121 2014 1875 1686 1828 7403 16827

Steve Brozak Rep-7th D 111413 4901 1727 1164 1694 1531 1753 1801 6779 14571

Ralph Froehlich Sheriff D 91112 5686 1968 1483 1833 1610 1871 1909 7223 16360

Peter Lijoi Sheriff R 44988 4255 1504 1688 1716 1592 1394 1547 6249 13696

James LaCorte Surr. D 84402 5127 1780 1273 1607 1463 1671 1672 6413 14593

Michael Panagos Surr. R 48489 4612 1628 1836 1890 1727 1567 1768 6952 15028

Daniel Sullivan FH-3yr D 95540 4887 1696 1180 1520 1407 1646 1682 6255 14018

Bette Jane Kowals FH-3yr D 95481 4837 1697 1160 1520 1398 1627 1680 6225 13919

Adrien Mapp FH-3yr D 91680 4702 1647 1067 1432 1337 1555 1590 5914 13330

Frank Arena FH-3yr R 65841 4930 1749 1962 2056 1830 1622 1793 7301 15942

Joseph Renna FH-3yr R 65074 4892 1724 1067 1961 1781 1595 1731 7068 14751

Patricia QuattrocchFH-3yr R 64632 4916 1734 1937 2015 1826 1627 1777 7245 15832

John Wolhrab FH-1yr D 89799 4483 1580 1031 1415 1293 1512 1530 5750 12844

Bruce Paterson FH-1yr R 66799 5085 1777 2003 2064 1883 1676 1857 7480 16345

Deck Yes includes absentee votes 666 803 820 802 3091

Deck No includes absentee votes 3066 2500 2382 2646 10594

Registered 15361 5013 4808 5271 4900 5048 5222 20441 45623

Voting 11246 3835 3557 3980 3651 3729 3955 15315 33953

Turnout 59% Natl. Est. 73% 77% 74% 76% 75% 74% 76% 75% 74%

Candidate Office Party Total

Martin Marks SPmayor R 5780

Andrew Baron SPmayor D 4703

Paulette Coronato SP-C R 5428

Barbara BaldasarreSP-C D 4824

Katherine Mitchell FW-C D 2008

Joseph Higgins FW-C D 1939

Joseph Stroz FW-C R 1582

Maureen Mawby FW-C R 1610

Glen Mortimer MS-C R 2262

Werner Schon MS-C R 2251

Area Voting Breakdown for November 2, 2004 Election

Tallies do not include absentee or provisional  ballots unless indicated. SP = Scotch Plains; FW = Fanwood; MS = Mountainside; WF = Westfield

Town Council and Mayor Results
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Judge Rules That Fired PD Officer
Be Reinstated After Sex Scandal

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

Scotch Plains legal officials and
members of the Township Council
will consider their options in the wake
of a judge’s ruling reinstating a town-
ship police sergeant who was fired
last year for having sexual relations
with a subordinate officer while on
duty.

An Administrative Law Judge
(ALJ) last week ruled that Sergeant
James Cassidy should be reinstated,
but demoted to police officer. In March
2003, 11 months after he was sus-
pended and following an internal in-

vestigation and a series of hearings,
Sgt. Cassidy was terminated by Town-
ship Manager Thomas Atkins for hav-
ing a sexual relationship with a sub-
ordinate female police officer in 2000
and early 2001.

Earlier this year, Sgt. Cassidy, al-
leging wrongful dismissal, filed suit
against the township while appealing
his dismissal.

“We will discuss everything with
the council in the very near future,”
Mr. Atkins told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times this week. He said
there were many issues to consider in
deciding whether to appeal the ALJ’s

November 3 ruling, including the le-
gal costs involved.

“We have to think of the taxpay-
ers,” he said, pointing to the costs
already incurred in adjudicating the
case.

Mr. Atkins said that the township
has already filed with the Merit Board,
a division of the State Department of
Personnel, a set of exceptions to the
ALJ’s ruling. This was done “to pro-
tect our rights and interests in the
event of an appeal,” he said.

The unnamed female officer, who
left the police force in late 2001,
testified that she had met Sgt. Cassidy,
who joined the township police de-
partment in 1990, shortly after she
had joined the department in mid-
1999.

Sgt. Cassidy was married at the
time the relationship began while the
female officer divorced in 2001. Both
Cassidy and the female officer ac-
knowledged a consensual intimate
relationship that began in mid-2000,
but Cassidy denied her allegations
that they had sex while on duty in
several locations in Scotch Plains,

including the driveway of her home,
Ashbrook Country Club and Clark
Lane. She also alleged that he had
touched her intimately a number of
times at police headquarters.

Mr. Atkins said township officials
first became aware of the situation in
early 2002. Sgt. Cassidy was first
suspended with pay pending an in-
vestigation by a trio of outside ex-
perts. Elizabeth Gramigna, Esq., an
expert in sexual harassment and civil
rights, conducted a confidential in-
ternal investigation.

Her report was then referred to
Thomas Savage, Esq., an outside in-
dependent prosecutor and expert in
police discipline and investigation,
who reviewed the report and sug-
gested charges to township officials.

Afterwards, Hearing Officer Rob-
ert Czech, Esq. presided over eight
hearings over the course of three
month, with Mr. Savage acting as
prosecutor. Mr. Czech then wrote an
opinion based on his finding Mr.
Cassidy guilty of the charges and
forwarded his recommendations to

Fanwood Borough Council
Examines Several Resolutions

By DAVID GIALANELLA
Specially Written for The Times

Less than 24 hours after election
results came in, Fanwood Borough
Council members met last Wednes-
day with all the same members re-
turning. The meeting, which normally
would have taken place Tuesday night,
was postponed because of Election
Day.

Mayor Colleen Mahr began the
meeting without Councilman Stuart
Kline, who arrived immediately there-

after. The council began by appoint-
ing Linda Caminiti the acting direc-
tor of the recreation commission.

The council moved on to corre-
spondence and granted the request by
the Fanwood Lions Club to sell Christ-
mas trees in LaGrande Park.

Next, the council addressed a re-
quest by Stewart Weiss, Chairman of
the Inman Railroad Committee, to
support a resolution opposing pro-
posed additions to freight lines in
New Jersey.

Proposed additions would reacti-
vate freight lines in the area, includ-
ing the line that crosses Route 22 in
the Springfield/Union area. New Jer-
sey Transit’s Raritan Valley Line,
along which Fanwood’s station is lo-
cated, is used for freight trains during
the night, when commuter/passenger
trains are no longer running.

Mr. Weiss and others cited trans-
portation of garbage on trains and
increased traffic congestion to be two
major deterrents.

All council members were opposed
to supporting a resolution that op-
poses these additions outright.

The council then fielded a request
by the United States Post Office and
Fanwood’s Postmaster to require cen-
tralized mailboxes in all new housing
developments. The council decided
to devote further consideration to the
matter. Councilman Andrew
Calamaras commented, “I think
they’re trying  to establish their turf.”

There were three resolutions deal-
ing with administration and finance.
Two pledged support for the Munici-
pal Alliance’s submission for a 2005
grant, while a third had to do with
budget transfers.

Fanwood will be holding a public
auction in the near future. Council-
man Kline expressed concern that
low bids may minimize revenue for
the borough. However, he was in-
formed that bidding begins at $2,000.

The council went on to discuss two
land use ordinances. The first limits
storage of inoperable vehicles in
Fanwood’s light industrial zone.

Councilman Kline expressed concern
that such an ordinance would make it
difficult for mechanics and service
stations to conduct business. Coun-
cilman Jack Molenaar assured Coun-
cilman Kline that such was not the
aim of the ordinance. The council
decided to “tighten up the language”
and return it to Borough Attorney
Dennis Estis for another review.

Another ordinance limits principal
uses on any lot in the light industrial
zone, an example would be a gas

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12 CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

           Fred Rossi for The Times
GUEST SPEAKER...Dr. Margaret Hayes, Assistant Superintendent in Scotch
Plains-Fanwood school district, discussed American Education Week during the
meeting of the Scotch Plains Township Council.

           Fred Rossi for The Times
BACK TO BUSINESS...Mayor Martin Marks and Councilwoman Paulette
Coronato proceed with council business following their reelection to the council.

Tentative Date Set
For Flu Shot Clinic

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

Scotch Plains Township Manager
Thomas Atkins says a tentative date
of Tuesday, November 23, has been
set to administer the limited doses of
flu vaccine to township residents who
have been registering this week.

At the Township Council’s meet-
ing on Tuesday evening, Mr. Atkins
noted that pre-registration for the vac-
cine, 240 doses of which were re-
cently made available, had begun on
Tuesday afternoon and will continue
through Friday, November 12, from
12 to 4 p.m. and 6 to 8 p.m. at the
municipal building.

He said that those 65 years old or
older do not need a physician’s note
to pre-register while persons less than
65 years old who feel they need a flu
shot for medical reasons do require a
note from their physician.

Mr. Atkins emphasized that those
who have pre-registered will be se-
lected randomly for the vaccine; there
will be no prioritization involved in the
selection process. He said that if more
flu vaccine is made available at a future
date, names would then be drawn ran-
domly from the pre-registration list.

In other business, at a brief meeting

the council approved a resolution
authorizing the purchase of a new
patrol car for the Township Police
Department.

A traffic ordinance was also intro-
duced formalizing left hand turn-only
lanes at Hetfield Avenue and North
Avenue and Crestwood Road and
North Avenue.

Councilwoman Nancy Malool
noted the turn lanes were placed at
that intersection to ease the flow of
traffic. The ordinance will formalize
those lanes and allow the police to
enforce their use. A public hearing on
the ordinance will be held at the
council’s November 23 meeting.

Mr. Atkins told the council that the
township is advertising for bids for
the construction of the new commu-
nications tower at the south side
firehouse. The present antenna sys-
tem is more than 40 years old and
township officials envision replacing
it with more modern technology that
will allow for both radio and cell
phone communications among fire
department members.

At the beginning of the meeting,
Mayor Martin Marks issued a procla-
mation declaring the week of Novem-
ber 15-19 as American Education Week.
Dr. Margaret Hayes, Assistant Super-
intendent of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood
School District, was in attendance to
receive the mayor’s proclamation.CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Scotch Plains Township Council
Begins Looking at 2005 Budget

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Times

Scotch Plains Township Manager
informed the Township Council late
last month that initial work on the
2005 municipal budget has begun

and that expenses involving several
mandated budget items would in-
crease beyond the state-imposed 2.5
percent cap on municipal spending
hikes.

At meetings in late October, Mr.

Atkins told the heads of township
departments and divisions that no
budget proposals should be submit-
ted to him with an increase of more
than 2.5 percent over their 2004 lev-
els without his approval. Mr. Atkins
told the council last week that, “strin-
gent” amendments to the state CAP
law passed earlier this year made his
stance necessary.

There will be exceptions, though,
since several areas of the 2005 town-
ship budget are already slated for
larger spending increases. These are
in the so-called non-discretionary
areas over which the local govern-
ment has no control, budget items
that are mandated by contract, state
regulation or fees. These include in-
creases of about $200,000 in health
insurance costs for township employ-
ees, $106,000 for police and firemen
retirement benefits, $28,000 for pub-
lic employee retirement benefits and
$125,000 in increased fees to the
Rahway Valley Sewerage Authority
for an initial figure of about $459,000
in increases for the 2005 budget.

This year’s municipal budget, ap-
proved last April, totaled just under
$19.7 million and was financed in
part by a three-point increase in the
municipal portion of local property
taxes.

Typically, the annual municipal
budget is put together over a period of

Vets’ Day Ceremonies
To Be Held Today

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Times

To commemorate Veteran’s Day,
the Fanwood Borough council an-
nounced Tuesday evening, that ser-
vices are scheduled for today. Mayor
Colleen Mahr read a resolution not-
ing that the memorials will be held at
the Veteran’s monument in Scotch
Plains at 11 a.m. and at the Fanwood
Library at 11:30 a.m.

According to Mayor Mahr, “the
services are scheduled to honor the
heroic men and women who lost their

lives in service to our country.”
In addition, the mayor addressed

the citizens of Fanwood thanking
them for going out to the polls last
week and making Fanwood residents
the “largest percent of registered vot-
ers to turn out for the election in all of
Union County.”

In other business, Councilman
Stuart Kline announced that a pre-
registration for Fanwood residents
deemed at highest risk for the flu
vaccine will be held on Friday, No-
vember 12,  from 10 a.m. to noon; 2 to
3 p.m. and 6 to 7 p.m. in the Commu-
nity Room at the Westfield Municipal
Building located at 425 East Broad
Street in Westfield.

Councilman Kline noted that at
that time residents will be given an
appointment for the flu vaccination
on a “first come, first serve basis,
contingent upon vaccine supply and
that strict adherence to the eligibility
requirements will be enforced.”

Councilman Kline further noted
that those eligible for the November
12 registration include adults ages 65
years and older with a documented
chronic illness, children ages 6-23
months with a chronic illness and
pregnant women will a documented
chronic illness. All individuals will
need to present a proof of residence in
Fanwood, Garwood, Mountainside,
Roselle Park, Springfield or Westfield,


