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THE LAW FIRM
 OF

DUGHI, HEWIT & PALATUCCI, P.C.,

WOULD LIKE TO EXTEND ITS’ SINCERE
APPRECIATION AND GRATITUDE TO THOSE WHO
ATTENDED THEIR DIVORCE SEMINAR THIS PAST
OCTOBER AT THE WESTFIELD INN.

PARTNERS, MARIO C. GURRIERI, ESQ. AND APRIL L.
KATZ, ESQ. WERE WELL RECEIVED BY THE STRONG
TURN OUT.

THE SEMINAR PROVED TO BE BOTH INFORMATIVE
AND MOTIVATING TO THOSE IN NEED OF LEGAL
ADVICE.

AS A RESULT OF THE OVERWHELMING INTEREST,
ADDITIONAL SEMINARS WILL BE HELD IN JANUARY
2005. DATES WILL BE NOTICED IN THIS PUBLICATION.

IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN ATTENDING OR WISH
TO SCHEDULE A PRIVATE CONSULTATION,

PLEASE CALL (908) 272-0200

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”

Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer
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rjk722@aol.com richardjkaplow.com
24 Hours · 53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
GOVERNOR’S GOODBYE…Governor James McGreevey says farewell last
Monday afternoon in front of the TV audience. He apologized and stated his
career “careened off the tracks.” He urged for dialogue in government.

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law

including divorce, custody, visitation, alimony,

child support, division of assets, palimony,

premarital agreements, domestic partnerships,

restraining orders, post-divorce motions due to

changed financial circumstances, residence

removal from New Jersey, visitation

modifications and transfers of custody.

340 North Avenue      Cranford, New Jersey 07016

MARIO C. GURRIERI, ESQ.
Chair of the Family Law Department of

DUGHI, HEWIT & PALATUCCI

908-272-0200
www.dhplaw.net

For More Information:

32 years of continuous practice in Family Law

Union County Early Settlement Arbitration

Panelist 25 years

Court-appointed Standing Master & Guardian

Accredited Mediator

Formerly Senior Partner at Snevily, Ely,

Williams & Gurrieri, Westfield (1972-2000)

DIVORCE QUESTIONS?

Counseling Center is applying for
sidewalk and handicap ramp improve-
ments, Westfield Neighborhood Coun-
cil is applying for Senior Services and
the Westfield Community Center is ap-
plying for three separate grants. No one
spoke during the hearings.

Sharon Stockwell spoke on behalf of
WECARE (Westfielders Concerned
About Responsible Development). She
thanked the members of WECARE,
Councilmen Echausse and Sal Caruana,
Councilwoman JoAnn Neylan and the
voters for their support in getting the
referendum defeated.

She added that WECARE looks for-
ward to working with the town on park-
ing improvements and future develop-
ment issues.

Martin Spector of Trails End Court,
who also owns Pan Am Cleaners on South
Avenue, complained to the council about
the closure of South Avenue on Saturday
without any notice. He said that he wasn’t
able to do any business and no one would
take responsibility for the problem.

He also urged the council to make

South Avenue a redevelopment zone in
order to make it affordable for small
businesses.

At last week’s conference meeting
Councilman Caruana told the council
that the first portion of the pilot study
on floor area ratios (FAR) has been
completed. Over 800 properties in RS-
6 and RS-8 zones on the south side
were looked at and there is a consistent
range.

The council has been working with
the town planner to look at FARs around
town in order to curb development of
large homes that are inconsistent with
the rest of the neighborhood.

Councilman Caruana said that they
will now look at the RS-6 and RS-8
zones in the entire town and hopefully
come up with recommendations.

At the end of the last two meetings the
council has adjourned into closed ses-
sion to discuss Temple Emanu-El ver-
sus the Town of Westfield. The temple is
appealing the Board of Adjustment’s
decision, which prohibits them from
building a parking lot adjacent to the
temple on East Broad Street.
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Council Approves Resolution
To Begin Recreation Work

We are trying to keep the scope of the
services wide open, not have any precon-
ceived notions.”

He concluded, “All logic points that it
must be the HVAC system.”

Board Vice President MaryBeth
Schaumberg added, “We are logically
drawn there, but it is not being ruled out
that it could be anything.”

Mr. Reilly finished by stating, “The
logical and economically prudent path-
way is the path we’ve taken.”

The system is now running on “occupied”
mode so that a constant flow of fresh air is
being circulated as opposed to being recycled.

According to Interim Chief School
Administrator (CSA) Walter Rusak, the
smell is strongest in the morning and
dissipates in the afternoon.

Gary Whyte, a parent whose son is in
Room 111, the most effected classroom,
told the board, “I think it is essential to go
past the air quality testing and tear some
walls down.”

Mr. Goggi responded, “Someone will
be brought in and samples of walls and
flooring will be taken.”

When Mr. Whyte questioned the board
on why the board of health announced at
their meeting on Monday night that they
will no longer be involved with helping to
solve the odor issue Mr Goggi stated that
the health board found the odor to be
nothing more than a nuisance odor.

Robert Scherr of the board of health told
The Westfield Leader, “Due to a lack of
cooperation (of the BOE we are closing the
case.” The BOE contacted the board of
health as a technical resource in regards to
the odor. Mr. Sherr stated that the board of
health will no longer be involved in the case
because the BOE is not being forthcoming
with documents and information in regards
to test results they have received.

The board of health does not have juris-
diction over the BOE except for specific
instances. He told Board Secretary Paul
Vissuzo that the board needs everything
you have related to the smell and to date
they have received very little except docu-
mentation stating that the odor tests proved
negative for certain bacteria.

Mr. Scherr said, “Certain tests can come
back negative, but if there is still an odor
then you need to continue to test.”

Other documentation that was requested
from the BOE, such as proposals from envi-
ronmental testing firms, were not provided.

Mr. Scherr said, “The BOE has no
unified plan for looking at what they have
done and what they need to do. What they
are doing is piecemeal.”

Over 30 teachers attended the meeting
wearing red to show their solidarity in re-
gards to contract negotiations. The teachers
have been in negotiations with the board over
health benefit cuts as well as other issues.

Parents in attendance voiced their con-
cerns that the board wasn’t representing
their wishes with one parent saying,
“People want to know you are listening
with an open mind.”

“We are listening,” Mr. Goggi replied.

“Legally I am precluded to discuss what the
contracts are about,” he continued. “Once
negotiations are started theoretically there
should be no flow of information.”

Mountainside resident Barbara
Henderzak questioned the board on an
article comparing teacher salaries across
local districts stating, “I was shocked at
how low we are on the scale.”

“That’s what was negotiated,” Mr. Goggi
replied.

Parents questioned the board why 47
percent of the teachers in Mountainside
are new to the district.

“One reason we appear to have so many
new teachers is because we have had an
increase in enrollment and we have had
many teachers retire,” board member Pat
Knodel said.

Mr. Rusak stated that there has been an
influx in the community with senior citi-
zens moving out and young families mov-
ing in. He reported that in 2003, 660
students were enrolled in the district. This
year enrollment is 705, up 106 students.

Parents urged the board to give the
teachers what they are asking for so that
they will remain in the district.

“Hear us when we say we want to keep
them happier than other towns,” Mr. Goggi
concluded.

Mr. Perrin announced that the Governor
Livingston High School (GL) Highlander
Band was named the Chapter 10 top band
in the state taking Best Brass, Best in Show
and High Auxillary in a competition this
past weekend. They will compete Saturday
night in Scranton, Pa. for the Atlantic Coast
Championship. “This is a really big deal for
the band,” Mr. Perrin said.

GL is also implementing a Varsity Ath-
letic Honor Society for seniors who excel
in their sport as well as academics. The
society will induct 64 students into either
the Distinguished Honor or the High Hon-
ors category which requires students to
maintain a 3.5 grade point average or
higher and earn two or more varsity letters.

The $438,000 installment from the dis-
solution fund was briefly discussed with
Mr. Goggi explaining that the board has to
be careful in reducing the tax burden with
what he called a “windfall.”

“What we are faced with is projecting
what our budget will be five, six, seven
years down the road,” Mr. Goggi said. If
the school budget ends up with a deficit in
the upcoming years, the board will be
faced with asking the taxpayers for the
money back. The board is trying to avoid
this scenario by looking carefully at all
aspects of the budget before coming to a
decision on how the money will be used.

“The senior citizens will be looking for
tax relief,” Mrs. Knodel added.

Mr. Whyte asked the board about their
plan to eventually televise the meetings
with Board Administrator Paul Vizzuso
stating that the equipment has been or-
dered and “within the next six, seven
weeks we should be televised.”

The next regularly scheduled BOE meet-
ing is Tuesday, November 23, at 8 p.m.
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Microbiologist Discusses
Beechwood School Odor

WESTFIELD
POLICE BLOTTER

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 2
John Roane, 43, of Cranford was ar-

rested and charged with aggravated as-
sault for allegedly breaking the jaw of
another man during an altercation last
month in the 200 block of Cacciola Place.

The victim, a 46-year-old Westfield
resident, told authorities he was struck on
the right side of his face on the evening of
October 1, resulting in multiple fractures
to his jaw. He was treated at Overlook
Hospital in Summit and released.

The matter was not reported to police
until October 13. Bail was set at $10,000.
Roane was additionally wanted on sev-
eral warrants, among them a no-bail war-
rant for failure to appear in Superior Court
in Elizabeth September 3.

Warrants for the suspect had also been
issued by Egg Harbor, for $1,500; Plainfield,
for $880, and Garwood, for $445.

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 5

Aldo Pimentel, 42, of Plainfield was
arrested at South and Central Avenues
and charged with driving while intoxi-
cated. He was subsequently released to a
responsible party.

A South Avenue business reported
an incident of theft of services, claim-
ing a town resident had stopped paying
rental fees on a motor vehicle. No
charges had been filed in connection
with the incident.

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 6
A Trinity Place resident reported that

one or more unknown persons damaged
the driver’s side mirror of his motor ve-
hicle, which was parked in the street, by
striking it with a can of beer.

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 7
A Benson Place resident reported the

theft of a three-foot plastic figure from in
front of her home. The missing item has
since been recovered.
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Vaccine
season (presently through April 2005);
children age six months to 18 years, on
documented chronic aspirin therapy;
health care workers involved in direct
patient care; residents of nursing homes
and long-term care facilities, and out of
home caregivers and household contacts
of children less than six months old.

All individuals in both categories will
be required to present proof of resi-
dence in Westfield, Fanwood,
Mountainside, Garwood, Roselle Park
or Springfield; proof of age and written
documentation from their physician
specifying the need for flu vaccine and
their chronic illness. In addition, those
age 65 and older must bring their Medi-
care Card.

At the time of registration, individu-
als will receive an appointment for the
flu vaccination on a first-come, first-
served basis, contingent upon the vac-
cine supply. Strict adherence to the eli-
gibility requirements will be enforced.

For further information, please call
the Westfield Regional Health Depart-
ment at (908) 789-4070.

ings, or sketches, of the proposed houses
in order for the board to better visualize
their plans.

Mr. Buontempo also proposed to re-
vamp the street at the end of the block in
order to accommodate the new homes.
There would be an 18 foot wide road-
way set up by construction crews, which
would then be turned over and made
town property at no cost to the town
other than maintenance in the future.

Several board members criticized the
design of the roadway because it did not
include a sidewalk. It was also ques-
tioned whether larger vehicles, such as
garbage trucks and emergency vehicles,
would have enough room to maneuver
in such a narrow space. The applicants
were seeking waivers from several de-
sign standards. Specifically, they wished
to build houses with a 38 foot width,
while currently the maximum width for
a home on Seneca place 30 feet.

These homes would also take up too
large a proportion of the property ac-
cording to design standards.

Drainage on Seneca Place was also a
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Bd. Approves Land Use
Change for James Ward

major point of discussion over the course
of the night. Some residents testified
that there are very bad flooding/drain-
age problems in the area, and that con-
struction of two more homes would
increase runoff and make matters worse
for other houses on the block. Mr. Dec
maintained that proposed “recharge pits”
would be able to handle excess water in
the event of a heavy rain. He claimed
there would be no extra runoff.

Seneca Place resident and attorney
Tom Walsh was allowed to ask Mr. Dec
and Mr. Buontempo some questions
regarding the proposed design. Mr.
Walsh said that Seneca Place residents
had reacted negatively to the two-home
proposal during an earlier meeting with
the planning board. He accused Mr.
Buontempo of pushing forward with his
proposal “despite the wishes of neigh-
bors.”

Board Chairman Jay Boyle ended the
session just before 11 p.m. and said that
discussions would continue at the plan-
ning board’s next meeting, which is
scheduled for Monday, December 6.

of safety.
The board decided that the application

would continue at their next meeting.
Dorian Road resident William

Fitzpatrick’s application for construction
of a screened-in porch and second-floor
addition was unanimously approved.

John and Kathleen Anton of Hazel Av-
enue were already approved to build a three
to six foot landing onto their home, but
Monday night applied to increase the size
to six to 14 feet in order to facilitate a deck.
Their second application was approved.

Applicants Margaret and Richard Hamil
of Park Street applied for construction of
a six-foot tall chain-link fence. The fence
would enclose and screen an above-ground
pool. They were approved by all board
members.

Jefferson and Kimberly Graham, of
Topping Hill Road, were denied their re-
quest for variance that would allow their
screened-in porch to become enclosed
within the house. The board informed
them that the construction, as it is pro-
posed right now, would make the house
too large. The Grahams were asked to
return to the board when their application
seeks decreased variance.
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Adj. Bd. Decides to Continue
Hearing on AT&T Antennae’s

Mountain Avenue resident Ross Rosen
applied to set up office space in the down-
stairs of his home, though it is not zoned as
such. Mr. Rosen is an acupuncturist and
told the board he wanted to devote the
ground floor to his work, and set up a back
office in his basement. Mr. Rosen also
applied to have a small sign in front of the
property, advertising his practice and iden-
tifying the location of his office. Though
his plan was discussed in detail by the
board, they approved all parts of his appli-
cation.

Marc Benou, of Lawrence Avenue ap-
plied for several different modifications to
his home, including construction of a deck,
an extended patio, and new roofing on one
side of the home. Particulars of the plan
were unclear to several members of the
board. Mr. Benou was asked to clarify his
plan and readdress the board after other
applicants. He did so but the plan was met
with similar confusion. His application
was carried and he was asked to return at
a later meeting date.

Several applications were bumped from
the agenda and are to be heard at the next
session, which is scheduled for Monday,
December 13.

interest in joining the team in addition
to 20 eighth graders.

Board member Bill Ziff raised an
objection to this adjustment, saying that
the a P.A.L. league already exists for
students in that age group to participate
in, thus limiting the need for a team at
the intermediate level. The board voted
to move on with Mr. Tranchina’s plan,
with Mr. Ziff being the only dissenting
vote.

Mr. Tranchina went on to suggest that
the district start a cross country team for
seventh and eighth grade students, add-
ing it to the already existing wrestling
and field hockey programs. Dr. Foley
agreed with Mr. Tranching’s plan, say-
ing, “For the amount of money we have
in the budget, we could easily fund field
hockey, wrestling, and cross country.”

A decision on adding a cross country
team was not on the night’s agenda and
will be discussed at a future meeting.

The board entered into a two-year agree-
ment with Oxford Health Plans to provide
health insurance to the district’s employ-
ees. Oxford’s main competitor for the bid
was Blue Cross Blue Shield, but Oxford’s
plan promises to save the district a guaran-
teed $100,000 in 2005 and up to $600,000

in 2006 over the proposed plan from Blue
Cross Blue Shield. Dr. Foley said that “we
have been looking for ways to lower our
costs,” and the Oxford plan is a “reason-
able two-year commitment.”

Board member Beth Cassie, Chairper-
son of the board’s Long-Range Planning
Committee, told the board of prelimi-
nary plans to have a class for autistic
children age three to five. The class would
address each individual student’s needs
as a person with autism. Should the class
become a reality, parents will be notified
as they begin signing their child up for
kindergarten in the Westfield school dis-
trict.

The board also briefly touched upon
the possibility of overcrowding in next
year’s kindergarten classes due to an
unusually large number of prospective
pupils. The possibility of students not
being able to attend their “neighbor-
hood school” was raised, and Dr. Foley
said, “Most of our schools are close
enough that this is not creating an unrea-
sonable burden.” No final decision on
this matter was reached.

The board’s next meeting will take
place Tuesday, November 16, where
board members will hear a report on
changes made to the Guidance Depart-
ment at Westfield High School.
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African-American Students
Testing Lower Than Peers

FRIGHTFULLY FUN…Monsters,
witches, princesses and even Clifford
the Big Red Dog attended the Annual
Monster Bash at McKinley Elemen-
tary School in Westfield on October 29.
The event was sponsored by the school’s
Parent-Teacher Organization. Pic-
tured, left to right, are: Karen Forbes,
Maria Lizzo and Amy Forbes.


