
OUR 114th YEAR – ISSUE NO. 11-114 SIXTY CENTS (908) 232-4407
press@goleader.comThursday, November 11, 2004USPS 680020

Periodical – Postage Paid at Westfield, N.J.
Published Every Thursday Since 1890

www.goleader.com

Ad Populos, Non Aditus, Pervenimus

Candidate Office Party Total SP FW MS WF-1 WF-2 WF-3 WF-4 WF-Total Area Total

George Bush Pres. R 59459765 5432 1873 2083 2013 1855 1731 1881 7480 16868

John Kerry Pres. D 55949407 5694 1899 1431 1916 1751 1945 2032 7644 16668

Mike Ferguson Rep-7th R 153639 5428 1875 2121 2014 1875 1686 1828 7403 16827

Steve Brozak Rep-7th D 111413 4901 1727 1164 1694 1531 1753 1801 6779 14571

Ralph Froehlich Sheriff D 91112 5686 1968 1483 1833 1610 1871 1909 7223 16360

Peter Lijoi Sheriff R 44988 4255 1504 1688 1716 1592 1394 1547 6249 13696

James LaCorte Surr. D 84402 5127 1780 1273 1607 1463 1671 1672 6413 14593

Michael Panagos Surr. R 48489 4612 1628 1836 1890 1727 1567 1768 6952 15028

Daniel Sullivan FH-3yr D 95540 4887 1696 1180 1520 1407 1646 1682 6255 14018

Bette Jane Kowals FH-3yr D 95481 4837 1697 1160 1520 1398 1627 1680 6225 13919

Adrien Mapp FH-3yr D 91680 4702 1647 1067 1432 1337 1555 1590 5914 13330

Frank Arena FH-3yr R 65841 4930 1749 1962 2056 1830 1622 1793 7301 15942

Joseph Renna FH-3yr R 65074 4892 1724 1067 1961 1781 1595 1731 7068 14751

Patricia QuattrocchFH-3yr R 64632 4916 1734 1937 2015 1826 1627 1777 7245 15832

John Wolhrab FH-1yr D 89799 4483 1580 1031 1415 1293 1512 1530 5750 12844

Bruce Paterson FH-1yr R 66799 5085 1777 2003 2064 1883 1676 1857 7480 16345

Deck Yes includes absentee votes 666 803 820 802 3091

Deck No includes absentee votes 3066 2500 2382 2646 10594

Registered 15361 5013 4808 5271 4900 5048 5222 20441 45623

Voting 11246 3835 3557 3980 3651 3729 3955 15315 33953

Turnout 59% Natl. Est. 73% 77% 74% 76% 75% 74% 76% 75% 74%

Candidate Office Party Total

Martin Marks SPmayor R 5780

Andrew Baron SPmayor D 4703

Paulette Coronato SP-C R 5428

Barbara BaldasarreSP-C D 4824

Katherine Mitchell FW-C D 2008

Joseph Higgins FW-C D 1939

Joseph Stroz FW-C R 1582

Maureen Mawby FW-C R 1610

Glen Mortimer MS-C R 2262

Werner Schon MS-C R 2251

Area Voting Breakdown for November 2, 2004 Election

Tallies do not include absentee or provisional  ballots unless indicated. SP = Scotch Plains; FW = Fanwood; MS = Mountainside; WF = Westfield

Town Council and Mayor Results
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Health Department Receives
Limited Flu Vaccine Supply
WESTFIELD – The Westfield Re-

gional Health Department has an-
nounced that it has received its allo-
cation of a limited supply of flu vac-
cine for this year.

The department will conduct pre-
registration for individuals at highest
risk tomorrow, Friday, November 12,
from 10 a.m. to noon, 2 to 3 p.m. and
6 to 7 p.m. in the Community Room
of the Westfield Municipal Building,
425 East Broad Street in Westfield.

Those at highest risk are defined
as: Adults age 65 and older with a
documented chronic illness; children

ages six to 23 months with a docu-
mented chronic illness, and pregnant
women with a documented chronic
illness.

On Monday, November 15, the
department will conduct another pre-
registration for persons at risk for the
flu based upon general Center for
Disease Control guidelines. They will
take place from 10 to 11 a.m., 2 to 3
p.m. and 6 to 7 p.m. in the Commu-
nity Room of the Municipal Build-
ing. Individuals in this category are
defined as:

Adults age 65 and older; children
age six to 23 months; persons age two
to 64 years, with a documented un-
derlying chronic medical condition;
women pregnant during influenza

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Land Use Change Approved for James Ward;
Subdivision Proposal on Seneca Pl. Undecided

By DAVID GIALANELLA
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

The Westfield Planning Board spent
the majority of their three-hour long
meeting last Thursday hearing an
application for construction of two
homes on Seneca Place. Several con-
cerned citizens attended the meeting.

Developer Joseph Buontempo ap-
peared before the board to present a
case for subdivision of the property,
which is located at the end of Seneca
Place, a street with no outlet. There is
currently one home on the property.

Before beginning Mr. Buontempo’s
application, however, the board fo-
cused on a proposed amendment to

the land use plan in Westfield’s cen-
tral business district. The amendment
would allow developer James Ward
to build a four-story, age-restricted
residential building on Prospect Street
near Ferris Place, which is on the
fringe of the central business district.

Westfield’s current Master Plan
does not provide for residential space
on the ground floor of the downtown
area, which the Ward Project pro-
poses.

Town Planner Blaise Brancheau
addressed the board, recommending
that the Master Plan be changed to
accommodate the structure. Mr.
Brancheau reminded the board that

the land use plan and housing plan
must be consistent, and that afford-
able housing requirements must be
heeded.

Board member Robert Newell
asked whether the amendment would
allow further development elsewhere,
or only in the one location. Mr.
Brancheau said that this amendment
dealt only with the Ward Project, but
further studies could bring about more
amendments. Before putting the mo-
tion to a vote, the board invited mem-
bers of the public to speak.

John Gorman, of East Dudley Av-
enue spoke in support of the project
and expressed his interest in purchas-

ing one of the units. He joked that
“there must be a better term than ‘age
restricted’,” but finished by saying
that the project is “a win-win.”

One Prospect Street resident ex-
pressed her total support, saying that
she and her neighbors were “anx-
iously awaiting construction to start.”

The motion to adopt the amend-
ment was unanimously approved by
the board, except for Board Member
Richard Albert, who abstained due to
arriving a few minutes late.

Mr. Ward spoke positively about
the meeting. He told The Westfield
Leader that though there are two or
three more thresholds to cross before
construction can begin, he believed
everything to be heading “in the right
direction.”

The Ward Project was not discussed
for long, and the board’s attention
was turned to the night’s first applica-
tion on the agenda.

Mr. Buontempo’s application
wound up being the only application
heard. Mr. Buontempo and engineer
Edward Dec presented their plan to
build two houses on the lot in ques-
tion, where only one house now stands.
Mr. Buontempo presented several render-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Board of Adj. Decides to Continue
Hearing on AT&T Antennae’s

By DAVID GIALANELLA
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

Dozens of eager applicants showed
up for Monday night’s meeting of the
Westfield Board of Adjustment. The
meeting went on well past 11 p.m.,
but still not all those on the agenda
got a chance to address the board.

Representatives of AT&T wireless
addressed the board with an applica-
tion that took over an hour to hear.
They proposed construction of 12

communication antennas on rooftops
throughout town.

The antennas would provide better
cellular phone service. Height ordi-
nances do not allow for the antennas:
under current guidelines, a building
must be 45 feet or taller in order to
have an antenna on its rooftop. But
because of height restrictions in
Westfield, the tallest buildings are
only 40 feet tall.

Some residents expressed concerns

about safety, and whether waves from
the antennas would expose those
nearby to excess radiation.

An independent scientist hired by
AT&T claimed that exposure levels
would be even lower than those emit-
ted by cell phones themselves. He
maintained that they would be safe,
but some Westfield residents remained
scrutinizing, saying that other scien-
tists would not attest to the same level

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
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Council Approves Resolution
To Begin Recreation Work

By LAUREN S. PASS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

While no one on the council men-
tioned the parking garage or the re-
cently defeated referendum at Tues-
day night’s public meeting, Mayor
Gregory McDermott said at last
week’s conference session that the,
“streak of talking decks has come to
an end.” The referendum was de-
feated with 77 percent of the vote.

He said that the council had worked

hard to get input and had moved fur-
ther ahead with a project than any
other council.

“I’m glad we gave voters the op-
portunity” to give their opinions, the
mayor said, adding that the results
were “loud and clear…louder than
some might have liked it.” He said
that talk of construction is over and it
is time to effectively evaluate and
manage the town’s parking facilities.

With Councilmen Peter Echausse

and Lawrence Goldman absent from
the meeting on Tuesday night, the
council passed resolutions for the
demolition of single-family homes at
231 Benson Place and 175 Lincoln
Road. The property on Benson is a
subdivision that was approved by the
planning board.

The council also approved a reso-
lution for a professional contract for
engineering and architectural services
for the recreation department. This
resolution allows the department to
hire consultants to help them prepare
bids and specifications for the turf
field at Houlihan Field, revamping
plans for Memorial Park and recon-
ditioning of the lights and tennis
courts at Tamaques Park.

Fourth Ward Councilman James
Foerst wanted to assure residents that
no shovel is in the ground yet, and
that there will be meetings with the
neighbors before the projects begin.

Public hearings were also held for
five community development block
grants. The federal monies are dis-
tributed by Union County to different
organizations, the town must apply
on their behalf. Youth and Family

Industrial Microbiologist Tells Findings
Of Air Samplings at Beechwood School

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

At the Tuesday night meeting of
the Mountainside Board of Educa-
tion (BOE), Sean Reilly an industrial
microbiologist from Home Health
Science presented his findings of air
samplings taken 10 days ago at
Beechwood School.

The school has been plagued with
a mysterious and unidentified odor
since May. His conclusion indicated
that there was no indication of any
modified bacteria or mold.

Mr. Reilly stated, “What you look
for in a microbiological investigation
is a spike.” He explained a “spike” to
be a specific jump in levels of spore
counts.

“You need to find a spike to justify
going to the next level. We did not
find a spike,” he continued. His next
suggestion was to find the source of
the “off odor” which he described as
“not like an in your face type of odor”
but a “musty type.” He stated that the
smell could possibly be coming from
a pool of water in an “interior enve-
lope.”

Concern is mounting over the fact
that a contingency plan to move the
children has not been implemented
and the odor is being deemed “harm-
less” even though it is still unidenti-
fied.

“The answer is we don’t know the
answer, but we know it is safe,” Board
President Peter Goggi said. At the

October 26 meeting it was reported
that two representatives of the
Westfield Regional Health Depart-
ment stated that they did not think
there was any reason to remove the
students from the classroom calling
the odor a “nuisance odor.”

School board member John Perrin
stated that the board has done “in-
terim air quality testing to determine
that the air quality had not changed
and it was a safe environment for our
children.” He also stated that the board
has received a number of proposals
from environmental testing compa-
nies and are “prepared to enter into
contract with a successful contract
next week.”

Members of the board, Paul Otto of

Paul Otto Construction Corporation,
Aerodyne-Redmond, the subcontrac-
tor for Mr. Otto, Mr. Reilly and repre-
sentatives from the insulation com-
pany toured the roof at Beechwood
on Tuesday to inspect the wrapping
insulation on RT2, the unit believed
to be involved in the odor. Any insu-
lation found to be torn or that wasn’t
replaced will be tested and removed
and/or replaced this week.

Parents in attendance questioned
the board on why they were focusing
primarily on the air supply as the
source of the problem.

Mr. Perrin responded, “We were
trying to determine if the air supply
source was healthy for our children.

African Amer. Students
Testing Lower Than Peers

By ED COONEY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

African-American students in the
Westfield school district recorded
scores markedly lower than the aver-
age score for the whole district on
tests administered during the 2003-
2004 school year. At the Westfield
Board of Education’s meeting on
Tuesday, board members gathered to
analyze this achievement gap and dis-
cuss methods by which it can be elimi-
nated.

Dr. Peg Dolan, Assistant Superin-
tendent of Human Resources for the
Westfield school district, made a pre-
sentation to the board displaying stan-
dardized test results of students in the
third, fourth, eighth, and eleventh
grades in both mathematics and lan-
guage arts. The results of each test
were further broken down into a mean
score of all students who took the
test, the mean score of special educa-
tion students who took the test, and
the scores of African-American stu-
dents who took the test. In all cases,
the scores of African American stu-

dents fell short of the mean score,
usually by an average of 15 points.

Dr. Dolan told the board that stu-
dents who have not been in the
Westfield school district for an ex-
tended period of time could be having
an adverse effect on the mean score of
African-American students.

In order to better understand the
driving factors behind Westfield’s
achievement gap, the administration
is collating various data about each
student, including the date of the
student’s entry into the district, previ-
ous schools the student attended, gen-
der, attendance and disciplinary
record, participation in co-curricular
activities, standardized test results,
and performance in school.

“We need to gather information
and then form methods of interven-
tion,” said Superintendent of Schools
Dr. William Foley.

Board member Kimberley Rhodes
was quick to point out that despite a
notable achievement gap, “our stu-
dents always out perform the rest of
the state.”

Following Dr. Dolan’s presenta-
tion, Dr. Foley made note of initia-
tives being taken to eliminate the
achievement gap, telling the board
that a summer program was held this
year for students not performing well
on the mathematics section of the
Grade Eight Proficiency Assessment
(GEPA).

Dr. Foley discussed the need for an
orientation program for transfer stu-
dents, specifically in the areas of math
and foreign languages. He also ac-
knowledged the possibility that the
district’s teachers may not be inter-
acting with African-American stu-
dents in the most educationally effi-
cient manner, saying, “I think there is
a need for training of our staff.”

Dr. Foley referenced a need for
more interaction with Westfield’s
African-American community, and
said “consistent communication is
something that has been lacking.”

To that end, Tuesday’s meeting was
attended by members of the commu-
nity, including Mrs. Adrian Bishop,
who called for a “doubling of the
effort” towards hiring African-Ameri-
can staff and administration in
Westfield.

The district’s Supervisor of Athlet-
ics, Ed Tranchina, attended the meet-
ing to discuss the future of eighth
grade sports in the Westfield school
district. Mr. Tranchina recommended
that eighth grade wrestling be ex-
tended to seventh graders as well,
noting that 15 seventh graders showed

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
UNPLEASANT SURPRISE...Residents and drivers were suprised to find North
and South Avenues closed in the area of the circle on Saturday and Sunday. The
closures were supposed to be sparatic earlier in the week, but were cancelled due
to inclement weather. No one was notified of the rescheduling.


