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Raider ‘Wild Dogs’ Return,
Quiet Tiger Gridmen, 23-12

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

tage of. More importantly, the kids
were on for this game. We win this
and we’re pretty much assured we’re
in the playoffs. I told them that they
had to handle that pressure and they
responded. That’s what I’m most
impressed about,” said Raider Head
Coach Steve Ciccotelli.”

The Tigers surprised the Raiders
when quarterback Rooks Crawford
hooked up with Michael Henderson
for a 54-yard touchdown with 7:08
remaining in the first quarter. Mo-
ments later, it was the Raiders who
struck when Smith flew 85-yards be-
hind his blockers for the touchdown.
Baumwoll added the extra point and
the Raiders’ edge sharpened to 7-6.

Next, after a strong kick-off return
and the ball resting on the Raider 26-
yard line, Crawford found Henderson
who glided into the end zone with
5:01 left in the quarter. The Raiders
showed their moxie and put together
a six-play 59-yard march that ended
with Baumwoll’s 18-yard field goal
with 53 seconds left in the quarter.

“The one touchdown they scored,
we just overran it,” said Ciccotelli. “I
told them just to stay in their angles.
Make your pursuit. Wrap ‘em up and
do your job the way it fits into your
defense and then we’ll be solid.”

After a nice kickoff return, the Raid-
ers put on an offensive surge early in
the third quarter. With the ball on the
33-yard line, Lockery carried six yards
bringing up a fourth and five. LaForge
rolled left and completed the 27-
yarder to a wide-open Smith. The
conversion failed but the Raiders com-

manded a 16-12 lead.
“In the first half, I hung on to the ball

too long, taking some unnecessary
sacks,” said LaForge. “Later on, the
line came up and I found the open guy.”

As to the touchdowns, Smith said,
“It was a different play than anything
we have ever run. We worked on it
hard in practice and we had the feel-
ing that it would be a game breaker. I
lined up on their linebacker because
we wanted the mismatch and it worked
out perfectly. LaForge put it right on
my chest.”

In the final quarter, the Raiders
rolled to the Tiger 36 where LaForge
fired off a 31-yard completion to
DiNizo. Curry blasted in from the
five to jump the lead to 23-12 with
eight minutes remaining.

“Good players make good plays
when things are on the line and
LaForge did that today. He hung in
there and made some great plays,”
concluded Ciccotelli. “We worked
all week on what we thought could be
a homerun play. We saved it for the
second half and we scored.”

“We had the pressure on and knew
to step it up and win if we wanted to
make it to the playoffs,” added senior
captain Marc Fabiano. “In the second
half, myself, Anglin, Urban, Piccolla,
Evans and DiNizo knew that if we
blew them off the line, they couldn’t
do anything. We got to the quarterback
and we got the sacks. The cornerbacks
stepped it up, the linebackers did their
job and we got the win.”
Linden 12   0   0   0 12
Sc. Pl.Fanwood 10   0   6   7 23

PITTS UPS UC SCORING TOTAL TO 86

Viking Soccer Girls Rap
Soccer Panthers, 3-0

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Senior Amanda Pitts tapped in two
goals and freshman Jillian Roth added
another to boost the Union Catholic
High School girls’ soccer team to a 3-
0 victory over Roselle Park in Scotch
Plains on October 28.

On October 26, Pitts netted three
goals in a 7-1 victory over Brearley to
set the all-time Union Catholic soccer
girls career, scoring total of 84 estab-
lished by Jessica Ballweg in 2000. Her
two goals against the 8-8-1 Panthers
elevated her total to 88 goals.

The 13-4-1 Vikings out-shelled the
Panthers, 22-2 (nine in the first half
and 13 in the second half), in shots on
goal and forced Panther goalie Laura
Bundy to make 14 saves. The Vikings
also had a 6-3 edge in corner kicks
and goalie Katie Piotrowski needed
only to make two saves.

Prior to the game, Viking head
coach Jim Revel made some adjust-
ments, moving stopper Lara Kaminski
up to the forward position to promote
more offensive punch. Jennifer
Seniszyn was shifted to the backfield
to promote quickness on defense.

“The last two games, we put her at
stopper then we moved her to for-
ward. We are one girl short, so I’m
trying to find out where I can plug her
in,” said Revel of Kaminski. “We are
trying to change up a little bit just so
these teams who are scouting us go-
ing into the state tournament don’t
have a full book on us.”

With the obvious dominance in
shots on goal the adjustment worked;
however, several Vikings, including
Pitts and Kaminski, missed multiple
scoring opportunities.

“I had a lot of opportunities and I
didn’t score on them,” said Pitts hum-
bly.

“Unfortunately, she missed a couple
of open nets today,” Revel said of
Kaminski, “Amanda did too. Some
days you hit them, some days you
don’t. That’s all right! The fact that
they are getting them!”

On several occasions, Kaminski
would spot Pitts hovering around
midfield being covered closely by
Panther defenders. At the appropriate
time, Kaminski would loft a shot over
the defenders’ heads and Pitts would
turn on the burners and dart past them.
The first goal came in that manner
five minutes into the game when Pitts
took Kaminski’s lead and skid the
ball past the Panther goalie.

Nineteen minutes into the first half,
a throw in from Pitts to Kaminski
eventually deflected toward Roth who
fired in the second goal. The final goal
came in the 62nd minute when Pitts,
on a breakaway, outmaneuvered the
goalie and tapped the ball into the net.

“Lara and I have been playing to-
gether since we were three, so we
pretty much know each other well.
Usually she will drop the ball in the
middle then make a run out wide. It
works pretty much every time,” ex-
plained Pitts who hales from Rahway,
as does Kaminski.

“When we see teams playing like
they (Roselle Park) were doing, which
is an offside trap, it lends itself to that
type of situation. If that’s the way
they want to play us, we will reload
and Lara likes to serve and Amanda
likes to catch,” said Revel.
Roselle Park 0 0 0
Union Catholic 2 1 3

Raider Soccer Boys Win, 1-0,
OT Thriller Over Blue Devils
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to Young and intercepted several
throws into the box. Late in the game,
the Raiders adjusted and threw into
forward Sean McNelis who bashed a
few headers. Additionally, Raider
standout sweeper Terrance Charles
would come up front to add pressure.

“On some of the headers, I would
get mugged in the middle when I
came up to put a head on it,” said
Young.

Junior striker Tom Taylor, who
dogged Raider forwards like a pit
bull, delivered the Blue Devils’ two
best scoring opportunities late in the
second half. Each time, on
breakaways, once he forced Meredith
to perform his great diving save, and
the other, he nailed the crossbar.

“We came close. Tommy hit the
crossbar,” said Kapner.

The Raiders kept the ball in Blue
Devil territory in the first overtime
and, with time running out, Cohen
got a foot on the ball and looped it
over the heads of Blue Devil defend-
ers to Young, whose only obstacle
was Greenlaw.

“Jarek just hit it over the top and I
was on it. All the backs were coming
out. All I had to do was touch it past
the goalie,” Young explained.

“You have to give Scotch Plains
credit. They put us in our end in
overtime. We never got out,” said
Kapner who added, “I love the im-
pact of this team. I don’t care what
our record is. They played with heart.

We can’t finish. It’s been our problem
all year, eight goals all year in 16
games. All you can ask for is to have
your players give everything they
have, and this group has!”
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 0 0 1 1
Westfield 0 0 0 0

Local Area High School Girls
Varsity Soccer Results:

OCTOBER 25:
Westfield 1, Cranford 0

Aly Ludmer, on an assist from
Stephanie Bridgman, fired in the goal
for the 11-4-2 Blue Devils. Lauren
Sinnenberg made 12 saves.
Scotch Plains-Fanwood 3, Linden 0

Jenna Balestriere, Allie Hambleton
and Lauren Weisbrod each scored a
goal while Jessie Sapienza, Allie
Zazzali and Lisa Camarada each had
an assist for the 14-2-1 Raiders.
Union Catholic 2, Oak Knoll 1

Ally Whittle and Amanda Pitts
scored for the 11-4-1 Vikings. Kelsey
Quick scored for the 11-4-2 Royals.
Governor Livingston 4, New Provi-
dence 0

Meredith Talbot scored two goals
and an assist while Samantha Eick
and Jeannine Olmo each netted one

goal for the 15-0-1 Highlanders.
OCTOBER 26:

Union Catholic 7, Brearley 1
Amanda Pitts put in three goals

while Megan Geislinger, Danielle
Chapla, Lara Kaminski and Jillian
Roth each added one.
Governor Livingston 6, Manville 0

Chrissie Sidie netted two goals and
two assists. Lauren Hauser scored.

OCTOBER 28:
Scotch Plains-Fanwood 4, JP
Stevens 1

Allie Hambleton had a goal and two
assists while Colleen LaForge, Kelly
Rigano and Jenna Balestriere each
netted a goal for the 15-2-2 Raiders.
Governor Livingston 4, Johnson 0

Chrissie Sidie had two goals and an
assist while Dana Ragonese and Anne
Marie Bacino each scored a goal.

County High School
Boys Soccer Results:

OCTOBER 26:
Union Catholic 4, Brearley 3

Mike Seamon scored twice and
Matt Cunha scored once for the 13-1-
1 Vikings.

OCTOBER 28:
Union Catholic 2, Roselle Park 0

Mike Seamon nailed a goal and an
assist while Mike Bento netted a goal
for the 14-1-1 Vikings.

OCTOBER 30:
UC SEMIFINALS:

Scotch Plains-Fanwood 1, Elizabeth 0
Sean Young banged in a header off

a corner kick from Billy Albizati in
the first half. Raider goalie Brian
Meredith recorded his 13th shutout
of the season.The 18-3 Raiders won
11 in a row and will enter their eighth-
straight county final on Saturday when
they play Union at Williams Field in
Elizabeth at 8 p.m.
Union 1, Summit 0

Mike Aresta netted a goal for the
13-4-2 Farmers to top the surprising
Summit Hilltoppers.
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Westfield 908-233-5555
209 Central Avenue

Some people think just any real estate company will do.
Others expect more.

Scotch Plains $559,900 Scotch Plains                                               $1,595,000

Westfield $679,000 Westfield                                                        $859,900

Pristine colonial with many updates including kitchen,
basement, landscaping, newer second floor with 4 bedrooms,
bath.  WSF0988

Elegant CH colonial.  Custom built on private cul de sac.
2 story family room w/fireplace, huge dining room.  Superb
quality.  WSF0421

Gracious 5 bedroom home located in one of the most
desirable neighborhoods.  Offering elegance, privacy &
resort-like yard.  WSF0982

Large 8 room split.  View of Watchung Mts.  4 bedrooms,
3 full baths, screened porch, beautiful fenced yard with
patio.  WSF0712

Wonderful new 4 bedroom, 4 bath Victorian CH colonial
built by Buontempo Homes.  Premier street.  3 fireplaces,
mahogany deck. WSF0873

Stonehenge.  Beautiful colonial split.  2 family rooms, 2
master bedrooms, Spacious, open floor plan.  Walk to
schools, park.  WSF0876

Scotch Plains                                                 $799,000

Westfield                                                     $1,159,000

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
KICKING IT BY THE BIG MAN…Blue Devil Tyler MacCubbin, No. 19,
prepares to kick the ball by Raider Sean Young. Young scored the winning goal
in overtime.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
READY TO DEFEND…Viking Danielle Chapla, No. 10, braces herself as a
Panther prepares to kick the ball down field.


