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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

When the 2004-05 scholastic sports
season began, George Kapner was
just 12 victories behind legendary
Hall of Fame coach Gary Kehler as
the winningest coach in Westfield
High School history.

Kehler racked up 739 victories dur-
ing a long career in football (171 wins
from 1961-82), wrestling (239 wins,
1959-81, not including 1969 when he
was out sick) and golf (329 wins,
1959-84).

Kapner started this fall with 727
wins in girls soccer (194 wins, 1980-
90), boys soccer (172 wins, 1991-
present, not including 1998 when he
took a year off), boys swimming (42
wins, 1995-97), girls basketball (42
wins, 1980-85, 1991) and boys tennis
(277 wins, 1991-present).

To put the win totals of the two
“G.K.s” in perspective, the next
winningest WHS coaches are Hall
of Famers Walt Clarkson (466) and
Carol Donner (428). Current field
hockey coach Maggie McFadden
should be next to join the “400 Club”
as she entered this fall with 393 wins
in field hockey and softball. After
Monday’s loss to Columbia, she has
397 wins.

Most years, Kapner would by now
have been very close to the 12 Ws
needed to catch Kehler. Kapner’s 12
previous boys soccer teams averaged
14½ wins a year. But this fall’s team
has struggled to a 2-12-3 mark.

Kehler’s overall winning percent-
age was an amazing .865, while
Kapner’s is a solid .720. With tennis
veterans like Lee Bernstein, Brian
Kender, Andrew Levy and Alec
Wasserman returning this spring, look
for Kapner to move into the No. 1
spot in all-time wins at WHS.

A third “G.K.” – current wrestling
coach Glen Kurz – is 49-48 in six
seasons.

A GREAT IDEA:
Martin Cox, Plainfield High

School’s most dedicated fan, has come
up with a plan to keep alive the
memory of the late Abe Smith, a
legendary PHS football coach who
passed away on Sept. 13. Cox will
present the winner of the annual
Thanksgiving Day between Westfield
and Plainfield with the Abe Smith
Trophy, which will have the scores of
all the previous meetings.

Smith coached against WHS from
1944 until 1967 (winning 16 and los-
ing 8), when his final team capped an
8-0-1 season with a 12-7 victory.
Plainfield wouldn’t beat WHS again
until 1982, in Gary Kehler’s final
game as WHS coach. Ironically,
Westfield’s quarterbacks in 1967 and
1982 were Bob and Roger Brewster.

Cox’s idea takes on extra meaning
because this year’s game will be the
100th between the two ancient rivals,
who first met in 1900. Games likes
Westfield-Plainfield, Easton-
Phillipsburg, Vineland-Millville, Red
Bank-Long Branch and Toms River
South-Lakewood are the reason
Thanksgiving Day games must never
be taken from the fans, many of whom
come home for the holiday and take
in the game as part of the social calen-
dar of their lives.

Any WHS alums who would like to

help Cox with his project – trophies
are not cheap – can contact him at
1110 Prospect Ave., Plainfield, NJ
07060 or call him at 908 754-0662.

HALL OF FAME:
The sixth class of the Westfield

Athletic Hall of Fame will be in-
ducted on Monday, November 22, at
the Westwood in Garwood. If you
don’t have your tickets yet, you can
get them at Christine Cosenza State
Farm Insurance, Taylor-Love Realty,
or the high school athletic depart-
ment.

This year’s inductees include: the
late Pat Cumming-Stuhler (’37, ten-
nis), Jim Ohaus (’68, soccer and base-
ball), John Kerr (’72, football, wres-
tling), Rich Gottlick (’73, wrestling),
Russell (Boo) Bowers (’78, basket-
ball), Dana Zonnevylle (’79, swim-
ming), Dave Brown (’88, football,
basketball, lacrosse), Darren Hertell
(’93, swimming), John D’Andrea
(long-time trainer), Lee Hale (co-
founder WHS Hall of Fame), plus the
1986 and ’87 boys lacrosse teams and
the 1988 girls soccer team.

TIEBREAKERS STINK:
I’ve never been a fan of the differ-

ent tiebreakers that sports have come
up with to create a winner and a loser:
sudden death, 7-on-7, flickoffs, pen-
alty kicks, corner kicks, referee’s cri-
teria, runners start on second base,
etc. This is brought up because of the
recent Watchung Conference girls
cross country meet, where Westfield
and Scotch Plains-Fanwood tied for
first with their five scoring runners,
but SP-F won on a faster sixth-runner
tiebreaker. Somebody who didn’t
score, and who could’ve been several
minutes behind the fifth-place girl,
decides the meet? Would co-champs
have been so horrible?

THIS AND THAT:
The Westfield girls volleyball team

won three Union County Tournament
titles from 1996-98 under coach Bev
Torok. That was when the sport was
played in the spring. Since the sport
switched to the fall, Torok’s club has
been consistently good, including 23-
3 in 2002, but has no county titles.
They didn’t quite reach the final this
year, falling to top-seeded Rahway in
the UCT semifinals in three sets last
Thursday. … If you’re wondering if
WHS has ever had a winless football
season, the answer is yes. In 108
years, there have been three winless
teams: 0-8-1 in 1928, 0-7-2 (and score-
less) in 1937 and 0-8-1 in 1983. Al-
though Saturday’s home finale is
against unbeaten Elizabeth, it should
be remembered that when this year’s
seniors were freshmen, WHS defeated
Elizabeth 38-22. That WHS team in-
cluded Marc Dowling, Bryan Power,
Diego Betancourt, Jake Brandman,
Tom DelDuca, Mike Finne, Paul
Goldweitz, Mark Harbaugh, Darrell
Hopkins, Mike Patella, Rich Stewart
and Sean Young – all key players on
this year’s varsity, which is 0-7.

Bruce Johnson’s Devil’s Den,
named after the column that used to
appear in the Westfield Hi’s Eye, will
appear every Thursday in the
Westfield Leader. Contact him with
comments or ideas at
bj1019@aol.com.

For Kapner, History

Is Put on Hold

Blue Knights’ Aerial Assault
Tops Westfield Gridders, 36-0
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the third quarter. Kyle Clarke recov-
ered an Irvington fumble in the first
quarter.

The first series of the game was
anything but pretty. Beginning on their
own 45-yard line, the Blue Knights
went to a 100 percent passing attack
that was interrupted by five penalties
– three by Irvington and two by
Westfield. The most disastrous, how-
ever, came when Westfield had the
Knights deep in their territory with a

third-and-30 situation. The pass fell
incomplete but Westfield was penal-
ized for roughing the passer, which
yielded an automatic first down at the
Westfield 41. Three plays later,
Dorcelis, amid two defenders,
grabbed his 25-yard TD reception
with 8:26 left in the first quarter.

“We actually had them third-and-
30 coming out at the start, but we
gave them that first down and they
just started rolling from there. Once
they start rolling you can’t stop them,”
said Power.

After Irvington recovered a
Westfield fumble on the Irvington 35,
on the first play from scrimmage,
Dorcelis grabbed Berjulet’s pass near
midfield, eluded tacklers and raced
into the end zone with 40 seconds left
in the first quarter to give the Blue
Knights a 13-0 lead.

With 5:20 left in the half, the Blue
Knights concluded a 59-yard drive
with Guerrier’s 40-yard TD recep-
tion/run. Guerrier grabbed a pass in
the end zone for the two-point con-
version.

In the third quarter, Guerrier recov-
ered a Westfield fumble on the Blue
Devil 14. Two plays later, Dorcelis
snagged his three-yard TD pass. The
final TD was much different than the
rest in that it consisted in five running
plays that ended with Al-Tamir
Knighton’s seven-yard TD scoot.
Guerrier added a two-point conver-
sion pass reception.

“There were all these mistakes all
over the field. I dropped the intercep-
tion. We could have had the ball 40
yards closer. We ended up giving them
back the ball,” summarized Power.
“They ran some good routes. They
were tough. It was frustrating!”

“It’s hard for us. We are trying to
play our hardest out there,” com-
mented Dowling. “We created a lot of
turnovers. We also forced a lot of
turnovers. Bryan has been working
hard. He has six interceptions on the
year. We just have to keep going. I
love this sport so much. I would love
to get a victory before we go out.”
Westfield   0   0   0   0 0
Irvington 13   8   7   8 36

Westfield Boys, Girls Capture
Sectional X-Country Titles

October 30 turned out to be a
great day for the Westfield High
School boys and girls cross-coun-
try teams as each won their respec-
tive North Jersey, Section 2, Group
4 titles at Warinanco Park in Roselle.
The No. 16 Blue Devil boys had a
team total of 43 to outdo defending
champion, No. 18 Bridgewater-
Raritan with 50 and No. 15
Phillipsburg with 57. The girls won
their second-straight title with a to-
tal of 53 to burn Hunterdon Central
at 58.

Blue Devil junior Jeff Perrella
crossed the finish line first with a
time of 16:34 to easily best
Phillipsburg’s Josh Davis who
crossed second in 16:51. Robert
Broadbent finished fourth at 16:58
and Kris Kagan finished ninth at
17:24. Junior Ameer Rogers,
Westfield’s No. 6 runner, finished
18th to outrun Bridgewater-
Raritan’s No. 5 runner to clinch the
victory.

The last time the Blue Devil boys
won a sectional title was in 1996
when six-time Meet of Champions
winner Matt Elmuccio competed for
them. It was the Blue Devil boys
15th sectional title, which placed
them in a tie with rival Morristown
for the most in that section.

It was the Blue Devil girls’ pack
mentality, along with a strong kick
toward the finish that earned them
the title. Annie Onishi crossed sixth
with a time of 20:52 and Jennifer
Danielsson finished ninth at 21:07,
but Rachel Barrett, Kim Legones
and Anne Siwulec put on the needed
kick that put them over the top.
Barrett and Legones passed up two
Hunterdon Central runners and
Siwulec passed one to place four
Blue Devil runners ahead of
Hunterdon Central No. 2 runner.

TOP 10 BOYS TEAMS:
1. Westfield 43, 2. Bridgewater-

Raritan 50, 3. Phillipsburg 57, 4. Colum-
bia 120, 5. Piscataway 148, 6. Hunterdon
Central 161, 7. Edison 205, 8. JP Stevens
250, 9. Elizabeth 279, 10. Irvington 280

TOP 10 GIRLS TEAMS:
1. Westfield 53, 2. Hunterdon Cen-

tral 58, 3. Columbia 76, 4. Bridgewater-
Raritan 102, 5. Watchung Hills 129, 6.
Edison 145, 7. JP Stevens 208, 8. Union
215, 9. Piscataway 246, 10. Perth
Amboy 260

County High School
Football Results:

OCTOBER 29:
Cranford 28, Plainfield 0

Jamar scored a 24-yard and a 29-
yard TD and had a 62-yard TD pass
reception.
Plainfield (2-5)   0   0   0   0 0
Cranford (6-1) 14 14   0   0 28

Butler 34, New Providence 28
Butler scored all of its points in the

second half after New Providence
rolled to a 28-0 lead midway through
the third quarter.
New Prov (6-1) 13 15   0   0 28
Butler (7-0)   0   0   7 27 34

OCTOBER 30:
Governor Livingston 14, Roselle 6

Chris Bergeski had TD runs of one
and 26 yards for 5-3 GL.
Roselle   0   0   0   6 6
Gov. Livingston   7   0   7   0 14

Union 12, Bridgewater-Raritan 8
Paul Harper had an 85-yard kickoff

return for a TD to seal victory.
BrH2O   2   6   0   0 8
Union   0   6   6   0 12

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BREAKING FOR A SMALL GAIN…Blue Devil fullback Rich Stewart, No. 42,
battles his way for a small gain against Irvington. Westfield found yardage hard
to come by against the stubborn Irvington defense.
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Irene Katz

email: irenekatz@aol.com

This gracious 5 BR expanded ranch offers privacy, elegance and comfort.  It features a two story
entry hall, large sunny rooms, an updated kitchen, a 1st floor MBR suite and a 36 x 25 foot
recreation room.  The picturesque setting and resort-like backyard with an inground heated pool,
hot tub and expansive deck complete this extraordinary home.  For photos and details “View My
Listings” at irenekatz.com and call me today.  Offered at $799,000.
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Gold Level: 1997-2003
Direct Line: (908) 301-2052
Email: MaryMacHomes@aol.com
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Mary McEnerney, CRS, GRI, SRES

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

This wonderful 3 Bedroom 2 1/2 Bath English Colonial boasting chestnut moldings and sparkling
hardwood floors, sits on the lush corner of a lovely tree-lined street.  The 1st floor features a gracious Living
room with a fireplace, formal dining room with French doors to a deck, an eat-in Kitchen with a bay window
and a large sun-filled Den.  The 2nd level hosts 3 spacious Bedrooms and access to a large walk-up attic.
Other highights include a newly finished Rec Room, central air, sprinkler system, private fenced-in yard and
a 1-car detached garage.  Close to Wilson School.  WSF1031

Offered at $659,000

Colonial Charmer


