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Union Catholic HS Reports
2005 National Merit Scholars

SCOTCH PLAINS — Sister
Percylee Hart, Principal of Union
Catholic High School in Scotch
Plains, has announced the scholasti-
cally talented seniors that have been
named Commended Students in the
2005 National Merit Scholarship Pro-
gram.

A Letter of Commendation from
Union Catholic and the National Merit
Scholarship Corporation (NMSC),
which conducts the program, was pre-
sented to Elizabeth Colombo and
Andrew Timmes, both of Colonia,
Karina Linares of Elizabeth, Cheryl
Ritter of Scotch Plains and Marybeth
Tran of South Plainfield.

Commended Students placed
among the top 5 percent of more than

one million students who entered the
2005 competition by taking the 2003
Preliminary SAT/National Merit
Scholarship Qualifying Test.

“The young men and women named
Commended Students in the 2005
National Merit Program have exhib-
ited an outstanding academic perfor-
mance for which they are being hon-
ored,” commented an NMSC spokes-
person.

“We hope that the recognition re-
ceived by these scholastically talented
students will encourage them to take
advantage of opportunities for the con-
tinued pursuit of excellence. The na-
tion will benefit from the full develop-
ment of this valuable intellectual re-
source,” the NMSC official added.

COMMENDED…Union Catholic High School’s National Merit Commended
Scholars have been announced. Pictured, left to right, are: MaryBeth Tran,
Karina Linares, Union Catholic Principal Percylee Hart, Andrew Timmes,
Elizabeth Colombo and Cheryl Ritter.

FARM FUN…During October, all of the four-year-old classes at Westfield
Cooperative Nursery School visited Hillview Farm in Gillette. The pupils learned
about a variety of crops and farm animals, saw a working cider press, and an
apple-polishing machine. They also sampled apple cider as part of the school’s
“Loving and Learning Program.” Pictured, above, are students from Cindy
Babetski’s class.
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Afghani Elections Were Successful,
Believes Westfield High Student

By JIM McCABE, Jr.
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

In the heat of the presidential race,
or due to the fact that the media is
choosing to avoid any pro-Bush news,
little attention is being paid to Af-
ghanistan. While we saw Presidential
and Vice-Presidential hopefuls John
Kerry and John Edwards saying what
a failure Afghanistan is during the
debates, the reality is very different.

Elections were just a few days away,
and now that they have taken place, it
is time to review the validity of the
candidate’s statements and the suc-
cess of the elections.

According to a United Nations
(UN) spokesperson, Afghanis turned
out in “massive numbers” for the
nation’s first presidential election.

“We don’t have the numbers yet,
but there was a massive amount of
voters and a great deal of enthusi-
asm,” said Manoel de Almedia e Silva,
UN spokesperson. The UN estimated
that more than 10 million Afghanis
were registered to vote out of a popu-
lation of 25 million, and 22,000 vot-
ing stations were open around the
country.

Although the voting is over, a total
count will not be available for about
three weeks, but a preliminary count
shows that current interim President
Hamid Karzai, the U.S. backed can-
didate, has won the election.

Karzai said as he cast his vote “If I
win or someone else, the main winner
will be the Afghan nation.”

Most people were scared of vio-
lence occurring at polling stations,
which would in turn deter people
from voting. However, there were no
reports of any such violence in Af-
ghanistan.

A 22-year-old female student,
Najiba, said that she was scared to
vote.

“I heard that warlords will not al-
low people to go to polling stations,
but this is our first real chance to have
a say in who rules us, I must do it,
whatever the risks,” she said.

Her sentiments were shared by oth-
ers.

“This is one of the happiest days of
my life,” said Sayed Aminullah as he
cast his vote. “I don’t care about the
result. All I care is that we are having
an election. This is a sign that things
are improving for Afghanistan.”

President George W Bush was quite
optimistic about the elections.

“A marvelous thing is happening in
Afghanistan,” Bush said, “Freedom
is powerful. Three years after a U.S.-
led coalition toppled the Taliban re-
gime, a 19-year-old woman, an Af-
ghan refugee, was the first person to
vote.”

Then Mr. Edwards pointed out dur-
ing the vice presidential debate that
attention was being diverted from
Afghanistan to Iraq, and on “Meet the
Press” on October 10, said, “Oh, it’s
a good thing that the election is taking
place. As you know, it’s been post-
poned twice because of security con-
cerns. But there are lots of problems
in Afghanistan.”

Despite Mr. Edwards refusing to
name any problems, the audacity of
his comment shows his true colors.
This man cannot stand any success

that is not his or Mr. Kerry’s. He is not
being straight with the American
people; everything he says comes with
a disclaimer that, while this might be
good now, President Bush handled it
wrong. The fact that he cannot con-
cede defeat on any issue proves that
he is not ready to handle the job of our
second-in-command.

Something that should be noted is
the bravery throughout the liberation
of Afghanistan, bravery that could be
paralleled to the freedom of our own
country more than 200 years ago. Not
so much the physical similarities, such
as the weapons or the means we were
freed with, but the psychological simi-
larities.

It is natural for people to want to be
free, make their own decisions, and
not live in a despotic society where
speaking your mind is subject to tor-
ture. Afghanistan, a country that has
been at war for a quarter of a century,
is free thanks to the sacrifices made
by Americans, other coalition coun-
tries and the Afghani people them-
selves. Even though they were threat-
ened, they turned out in historic num-
bers to participate in their first free
election.

The courage of our people and
theirs should not go unnoticed; this
election will certainly shape the fu-
ture of the Middle East and ulti-
mately the world.

Hispanic Recognition Award
Granted to Two WHS Seniors
WESTFIELD – Michelle

Kuppersmith and Jacqueline Dela
Fuente, members of the senior class
at Westfield High School, have been
recognized as Scholars by the Col-
lege Board’s National Hispanic Rec-
ognition Program.

Established in 1983, the program
recognizes the exceptional academic
achievements of high school seniors
of Hispanic origin or descent and
identifies them for postsecondary in-
stitutions.

Michelle and Jacqueline first en-
tered the program by taking the Pre-
liminary SAT/National Merit Schol-
arship Qualifying Test (PSAT/
NMSQT) during their high school
junior year and by identifying them-
selves as Hispanic.

As award winners, the two seniors
were among 3,400 students selected
from a pool of more than 140,000
students nationwide.

“The College Board’s National
Hispanic Program is an appropriate
way to acknowledge the academic
achievements of students of Hispanic
heritage,” said WHS Assistant Prin-
cipal and Director of Guidance, Noah
Tennant.

“Programs such as the National
Hispanic Program that recognize the
accomplishments of students of dif-
ferent backgrounds,” he added, “also
serve as a powerful way for schools to
celebrate and promote appreciation
for the importance of diversity.”

Scotch Plains Family Funds
Banic, Olympic Hopeful

SCOTCH PLAINS – Clark resi-
dent Mariana Banic’s vision to go to
the 2006 Winter Olympics in Torrino,
Italy has become clearer due to a
donation of $4,777.50 from two
sources stemming from an idea of the
Hyatt Hills Golf Course in Clark.

When they partnered with the
Clark Kiwanis Club to run a helicop-
ter “Ball Drop” at their all-commu-
nity anniversary celebration in Sep-
tember, half of the money raised by
the Kiwanis’ portion would go to the
winning golf ball owner and the
club’s half was to go towards the
Olympic athlete.

At the event, Scotch Plains resi-
dent Sandy Haas purchased a ticket
for the ball drop at the urging of her
eight-year-old son, Tyler. Her name
was on the winning ball, entitling her
to half of the $6,370.00 that was raised.

However, when Mrs. Haas realized
that Ms. Banic was a trainer at a gym
on South Avenue in Garwood, where
she attends, she felt it was best to give
half of her money to Ms. Banic.

“We (she and her son) just thought
it would be nice to give it to help her

go to the Olympics,” she said.
“My son was the reason we bought

the ticket in the first place,” said Mrs.
Haas, “so I agreed with him that maybe
we should donate to her dream.”

Len Glassman, part owner of the
Garwood-based gym, was thrilled at
the generosity of Mrs. Haas and her
son.

“She (Ms. Banic) is part of the
family here. We want her to succeed
like a daughter. We will support her

all the way to the finish line,” said Mr.
Glassman of her goal.

Mr. Glassman and the gym have
been trying to raise money for their
star athlete.

This summer, Ms. Banic and other
Olympic hopefuls trained in Calgary,
Canada.

“We did well on ice,” said Ms.
Banic. Team trials were held in Lake
Placid, N.Y. at the end of October.

“It’s a challenge to see what your
body can do. Also, it’s a fear factor,”
she noted.

Because Ms. Banic is one of 12
girls vying for the spot to be on the
American team, who have funded
themselves, she said she was appre-
ciative of the generosity of Clark
Kiwanis and Mrs. Haas.

HELPING A HOPEFUL…Tyler Haas,
an eight-year-old from Coles Elemen-
tary School in Scotch Plains, donates to
Mariana Banic’s fund for the 2006
Olympics as a bobsled brakeman.

Admission tests 
will be administered
on November 13 and

December 4.

DELBARTON SCHOOL
230 Mendham Road 

Morristown, NJ 07960
w w w . d e l b a r t o n . o r g
(973) 538-3231, ext. 3019

• 100% college placement
• 90% of graduates enroll in at least one

Advanced Placement course

• 25% of graduates earn National Merit
Scholar recognition

DARE to achieve...

DELBARTON DELBARTON DELBARTON
An independent day school for boys in grades 7-12

administered by the Benedictine monks of St. Mary’s Abbey

K E N @ • P L A C E • S C H O O L

A LL SCHOOL OPE N HOU S E • N U RS E RY–G RADE 12

Open House Program

Kent Place School • 42 Norwood Avenue • Summit, NJ  07902–0308 • 908.273.0900 • www.kentplace.org

Kent Place School is an all-girls K through 12 independent college-preparatory 
day school with a co-educational nursery and pre-kindergarten program.

1:00 - 1:15 | Refreshments & Registration

1:15 - 2:00 |  Information Session

2:00 - 3:00 | Tours

You’re invited to experience 
a school where girls are focused, 

self-reliant, and leading the way.

Sunday, November 14 , 2004, 1-3 p.m.

New, Prospective Members
Invited to College Club Party

FANWOOD – The College Club
of Fanwood-Scotch Plains will hold
a wine and cheese party for new mem-
bers and prospective members on
Wednesday, November 10, at 7:30
p.m. at the home of Marie Leppert, 36
Fieldcrest Drive in Scotch Plains.

All women who are interested in
learning about the club are invited to
attend. Upcoming activities, programs
and fundraisers will be reviewed.

Executive board members, as well
as representatives from the club’s in-
terest groups – literature, crafts,
bridge, “Ladies Who Lunch” and the

Railroad Library — will be on hand
to discuss their responsibilities.

The club was founded in 1933 for
the purpose of furthering higher edu-
cation of women in various ways,
including scholarships. Membership
is open to all area women who have
received a bachelor’s degree.

Awards are given to graduating se-
nior girls at the club’s annual dinner
in May. To attend or to learn more
about the club, please call Co-Mem-
bership Chairpersons Ms. Leppert at
(908) 233-3829 or Marilyn Bartley at
(908) 233-4649.

Allison Scribner Earns
Master of Arts Degree
FANWOOD – Boston University

has announced that Fanwood resident
Allison Scribner was awarded a Mas-
ter of Arts degree in Earth Sciences.

LEARNING JOURNALISM…Scotch
Plains residents and Wardlaw-
Hartridge School students Matt
Forman, front, a sophomore, and
freshman Cameron Rogers check out
the winning newspaper entries in the
Garden State Scholastic Press
Association’s (GSSPA) Press Day.
Held at Rutgers, Busch Campus, the
October 25 journalism conference
hosted hundreds of pupils from New
Jersey. In an early morning session,
GSSPA officers announced the win-
ners of their yearbook and newspaper
contests in each division. Wardlaw-
Hartridge’s newspaper, The Beacon,
under the guidance of Robert Paoli,
won second place in its division of 899
students and fewer.

Fasano, Frankshun
Graduate Bloomsburg

AREA – Bloomsburg Univer-
sity in Bloomsburg, Pa. has re-
ported that Fanwood resident
Kristen Fasano and Mountainside
resident Michele Frankshun
graduated in August.

Kristen received a Bachelor of
Arts degree in Communications
Studies.

Michele earned a Bachelor of
Science in Business Administra-
tion degree in Marketing.

Please send your education
news to: edu@goleader.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
UNION COUNTY

BOARD OF CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS

ORDINANCE 605-2005
INTRO: 10/14/04

FINAL ADOPTION 10/28/04

 BOND ORDINANCE STATEMENT
AND SUMMARY

The bond ordinance, the summary terms
of which are included herein, has been
finally adopted by the Board of Chosen
Freeholders of the County of Union, State
of New Jersey on October 28, 2004 and
the 20-day period of limitation within which
a suit, action or proceeding questioning
the validity of such ordinance can be com-
menced, as provided in the Local Bond
Law, has begun to run from the date of the
first publication of this statement.  Copies
of the full ordinance are available at no
cost and during regular business hours, at
the Clerk of the Board of Chosen Free-
holders’ office for members of the general
public who request the same.  The sum-
mary of the terms of such bond ordinance
follows:

TITLE: BOND ORDINANCE
TO AUTHORIZE THE ACQUI-
SITION OF REAL PROPERTY
IN THE CITY OF PLAINFIELD
FOR OPEN SPACE CONSER-
VATION AND OTHER GOV-
ERNMENTAL PURPOSES IN,
BY AND FOR THE COUNTY
OF UNION, STATE OF NEW
JERSEY, TO APPROPRIATE
THE SUM OF $1,900,000 TO
PAY THE COST THEREOF,
TO MAKE A DOWN PAY-
MENT, TO AUTHORIZE THE
ISSUANCE OF BONDS TO
FINANCE SUCH APPRO-
PRIATION AND TO PROVIDE
FOR THE ISSUANCE OF
BOND ANTICIPATION NOTES
IN ANTICIPATION OF THE
ISSUANCE OF SUCH BONDS.

Purpose(s): Acquisition of real property
located at 1229 Cushing Road in the City
of Plainfield, New Jersey, for open space
conservation and other governmental pur-
poses.  Said property to be acquired is
designated as Block 922, Lots 55 and 56
on the Tax Assessment Map of the City.

Appropriation: $1,900,000
Bonds/Notes Authorized: $1,800,000
Grants (if any) Appropriated: -0-
Section 20 Costs: $100,000
Useful Life: 40 years

Sharda Badri
Clerk of the Board of
Chosen Freeholders

County of Union
State of New Jersey

1 T - 11/04/04, The Leader Fee: $55.59

THE DENTIST YOU CHOOSE
DOES MAKE A DIFFERENCE.
Dr. Kenneth W. Arida offers you today’s most
advanced cosmetic and restorative procedures
along with the credentials you can trust. He has
made continuing education one of the
cornerstones of his practice philosophy for over
20 years. In addition to completing residency
training in general dentistry at Jersey Shore
Medical Center in Neptune, Dr. Arida is a
graduate of the world-renowned L.D. Pankey
Institute for Advanced Dental Education. To
learn how he can give you the healthy, radiant
smile you’ve always wanted, take advantage of
the offer below.

COMPLIMENTARY
AT-HOME TEETH
WHITENING
Come in for your new-
patient exam, X-rays and
cleaning at our customary
fee, and you’ll get a free at-
home teeth-whitening kit.
This $500 offer is good for
new patients only. Please
present this advertisement.

CALL (908) 654-6262
TODAY.

WHERE PERSONALIZED CARE 
& HEALTHY, BEAUTIFUL SMILES MEET

131 SOUTH EUCLID AVENUE

WESTFIELD

WWW.DRARIDA.COM
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FREE PARKING • MAJOR CREDIT CARDS WELCOME • FLEXIBLE PAYMENT PLANS, INCLUDING CARECREDIT®

Offer valid with this ad.


